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AUTHOR’S INTRODUCTION 


More than six years ago I conceived the idea of writing a book 
about Bernard Shaw. The magnitude of the undertaking and 
the elusiveness of the subject, had I realized them then in their 
full significance, might well have made me pause. My earliest 
interest in his work, aroused by his thoughtful laughter and 
piqued by his elfish impudence, convinced me that this re- 
markable talent was like no other I had known. 

In characteristic style, Mr. Shaw once gave the following 
fantastic account of the evolution of the present work. A young 
American professor, Shaw explained, wished to write a book 
about him. Originally, he thought of beginning his task by 
writing an article for a daily newspaper. But so rapidly did the 
material grow that he soon saw the necessity of expanding the 
newspaper article into a long essay for a monthly review. When 
the essay was completed, in view of the mass of material in his 
hands, it appeared totally inadequate to express what he really 
wished to say about Bernard Shaw. It then occurred to him to 
write a short book entitled “ G. B. S.” Alas ! This plan had 
also to be relinquished, for it was now manifest that in no such 
small compass was it possible to do justice to his subject. At 
last he hit upon the brilliant scheme of his final adoption: he 
would write a history of modern thought in twenty volumes. 
After considering the forerunners of his hero in the first nine- 
teen volumes, he would devote the twentieth solely to the 
treatment of George Bernard Shaw. 

Such is the history of the genesis of this book — as narrated 
by Shaw in the well-known Milesian manner. His whimsicalities 
find gay expression in the invention of such fantastic stories, 
which delight his auditors and exasperate only the persons 
concerning whom the invention is concocted. For example, Mr. 
Shaw once laughingly declared that “ Henderson began by hail- 
ing me as an infant prodigy, and ended by pronouncing me a 
genius.” And he delights in retailing the story of my chiv- 
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alrously coming' to liis itsciu* uiidfr tho Im})rt‘.s.sion that ho wan 
an unknown and struggling ttrnmatKt whtj Mcjrtdj uiH-thui, uiut 
greatly deserved, enthusiustic rhiun|)ituij.hi|K 

The real liistory of this hiogrnphy, if not so interfsting or 
amusing, at least possesses the merit tjf greater ueeurney. I 
was first drawn to Shaw, m>t heratisr he was a Soeinlist, a puh- 
licist, an ucononiiKt, 1 was corirenied with neither Ids fume imr 
his obscurity. 1 had stum his prmlureti in AuH-rieii, had 

followed the ups and downs of his career as a dramalint, and 
was marking the rise of m» star sureeMHively in Austria nml 
Germany. The Shaw who caught and held iny interest wns tht* 
dramatist of a new type. I ptaimeil writing a brief study «)f 
Bernard Shaw and hin plays lesst coinpreheimive in »rope even 
than the subsequent atudieii of Holbrook Jacknon, (lilhert (lieH- 
terton and Julius Bid). Mr. Bh«w furninhial me with a brief 
outline of his career and I act to work. After atydying his works 
for some months, I sent a «eri« of queries to Mr. Sliaw. Fear 
fell upon me when, «amc time later, I received from him a card 
saying that he had only come to the forty first page of his 
reply; and he assured me that if this hiwincw was to come off, 
it might as well he done thoroughly. Fear wm turneii to con- 
sternation when the big huriget fhudly arrived. ** I knew that 
you thought you were dealing aiinply with a new tlramatiat,’** 
wrote Mr. Shaw, “ whereas* to my«*lf, all the fui« about Faii- 
dida was tnily a remote ripple frt»m the »pltishe» f iimilc in the 
days of my warfare long ago. I «lo not think wliat you pri»p«sie 
is important as my biography, but it thorough biography of 
any man wlio is up to the chin In the life of hi» time aa I have 
been is worth writing a# a historical tlocummfc i amt, therefore, 
if you still care to face it, I mm willing to give you wlwt help 
I can. Indeed, you can for« my ham! to «)me rstcnl, for 
any story that you start will puraite me to all eternity ; and if 
there u to be a biography. It m worth my while to make it m 
accurate as possibleJ^ 

In this way my original plan wm devtkpwl and tiparided. 
Mr. Shaw’s abundant sympathy and ffneouragtmenl ; the ov«r- 
flowing measure of material a^ordbtl wt; tlw insight into a lif« 
and a period of tremfndoui signiiciinoi and vitahly ; aE Uhete 
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combined to offer an opportunity not to be neglected. My 
interest in the subject deepened with my knowledge. It became 
my aim to write — ^not a Rougon-Macquart history of modem 
thought in twenty volumes — ^but an account of the movements 
of a most interesting period, the last quarter of the nineteenth 
and the opening decade of the twentieth centuries, a propos of 
Bernard Shaw. As the work progressed, Shaw warned me — 
and the reporters — ^that in attempting his biography I had un- 
dertaken a “ terrific task,” an opinion endorsed by others. I 
remember one day being introduced to Mr. Bram Stoker as 
Bernard Shaw’s biographer; whereupon he remarked with 
genuine feeling in his tone: “ I can only say that you have my 
profoundest sympathy!” Soon after I had fairly embarked 
upon the undertaking, in fact, Shaw pointed out to me its 
magnitude. “ I want you to do something that will be useful 
to yourself and to the world,” he wrote in February, 1905 ; “ and 
that is, to make me a mere peg on which to hang a study of the 
last quarter of the nineteenth century, especially as to the col- 
lectivist movement in politics, ethics and sociology; the Ibsen- 
Nietzschean movement in morals; the reaction against the ma- 
terialism of Marx and Darwin; the Wagnerian movement in 
music; and the anti-romantic movement (including what people 
call realism, materialism and impressionism) in literature and 
rt.” 

"during the progress of the work I beheld Shaw conquer Amer- 
ica, then Germany, then England, and, lastly, the Scandinavian 
countries and Continental Europe. I realized that my subject, 
beginning as a somewhat obscure Irish author, had thrown off 
the garb of submerged renown, taken the public by storm, and 
become the most universally popular living dramatist, and the 
most frequently paragraphed man in the world. No British 
dramatist — not even Shakespeare! — had conquered the world 
during his lifetime; yet Shaw, just past fifty, had succeeded in 
turning this cosmic trick. Clippings, pictures, journals and 
books poured in upon me from every quarter of the globe. I 
discovered that Shaw was a man with a past as well as a genius 
with a future, and I realized the truth of his cryptic boast that 
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Now and tiling f‘> “ *'*' iiiv thnughtH, I woultj 

wrifc an c-ssny for (Jt-ruiiiiu l‘‘rrut'h, t»r AnuTiottu rfview. 

But I only nlot witii hnsr ingndd»ii!t> frtnu Hn* subjort uf t!u‘ 
essay “Your iirtirlfH Imvo fn-ta h frurfiil rum* U\ mod’ 

Mr. ShaM' wrolo luo nn oiu* otvad.nt, nfU r tiu* ii|j|H*nrnnro of mi 
artiolo in which 1 hml reft-rna io hin mmhtrtinvr phihytthropy. 
“For instaiuHs tin* tlav brfuro \ .«irrtfny I « typirnl letter. 
The vrriter Inus nine cluhirrni ha-* h«t Inn wife HiultU-nly, and \vn^4 
on tlic point of shootinK hiniM-lf in ih-tprrntiojj f»r want of 
fifteen poiiiuls to gel him (Hit of hin ilitHrult h-h, when he hnp 
pencil to I’OUU' on a copy of your artirlr. He m>^tHutiy felt that 
here was tlie nnui to give him th«- hft«Tn pmtiub ami save hi.H 
life He is only one out of tt|u> imve had tlie sninc 

idea. I shall refer them all to y«ni if^ith aitytrancrw that you 
have read your own character info mine* and nre n mitn with 
a feeling heart, a full pocket, ami a rratly hand to give to Iht* 
afflicted.” 

When the book was well under way, I rame to Kngiind, at 
Mr. Shaw’s invitation, to “ s^tmly io\ ndijert.” ,\Jy views of 
his work and geiiiuH reijmiiie«l fnuthooi utsdly the same, tluninh 
the j)er.sona} contaei «ith o«r of tin- mo»t vivid am! reiiiarkalde 
personalities of our tsiin-, tpule ?sa! orally hrought ahout «rifuc 
marked modifications of my morr mnott- ttupre»»i«n«» atol cor 
rected some of the minor uu»und« r^tai»dmg«» wfitefi are itirvilaldf 
in the absence of a per-ttmal m-tjoaiulaiire. Ildaiiy ptt»»«ge's in 
his works, nwuiy phafneR of hi* |»*'rM»iialily, hitln-rto «h«rure or 
incomprehensilde, hecanie clear ft* m**. I fnirtinl tlir mciirtin^ 
of his plays, the purport of hi* phdoM»pl»y, and lh» ohjerfj* of 
his life not from my view|HHnt littl from lii» own. In 

the quiet of Ayot, we read and di»rii».*rtl l«||rthrr llw pnrtimi of 
tire biography then writtm. Wilti rritiri«tt mui euw- 

ment Mr, Shaw heljied me to a nrw and kr^-r rtiittpridirnsitin 
of his life and work. 

On my return to Americ« I nnrr ffion* apprtwrheii tiiy ' 
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tally with my own. The biography was now written finally, from 
the first chapter to the last. 

One who has pursued the errant course of a Will-o’-the-wisp 
may understand somewhat of my effort to follow the devious 
3*oute of G. B. S. With interest, though I confess at times 
with dwindling patience, I have followed the lure of that occa- 
sionally somewhat impishly un-kindly light, “ o’er moor and fen, 
o’er crag and torrent,” till after the fashion of his kind, he 
abandoned me, wayfaring, on the brink of the abyss to save 
rny neck as best I might. Which things are a parable. 

Characteristically, and, it must be admitted, in a sense justly, 
be remarks that a biography of a living rrian cannot be finished 
till he is dead, or words to that effect. But the chances there 
are against the Biographer as well as the Biographed; and I 
have no fancy, I confess, that’ the book should be, as he once 
maliciously prophesied, “ a posthumous work for both of us,” 
nor that he should be justified in his presentiment that we 
should “ both die the moment we finished it.” 

While nothing but death can fitly end a man’s life, being no 
"Boswell, and having my own life to attend to as well as his, I 
have brought these “ twenty volumes ” to a close. A man who 
has already, by his own account, “ lived three centuries,” is as 
likely to live three more ; but it is less probable that I shall see 
•the end of them. So I take Time by the forelock and write 
^nis to a contribution which can only hope to cover the first 
three centuries. 

‘‘ Who is to tackle Mr. Bernard Shaw,” Mr. Augustine Birrell 
once asked, “ and assign to him his proper place in the provi- 
dential order of the world ? ” This work is in no sense an 
effort to assign to Bernard Shaw his “ proper place in the provi- 
dential order of the world.” Such a task it is impossible to 
accomplish so long as Shaw lives to belie it. No more is it 
possible to say the final word about any genius in mid-career 
with limitless possibilities before him. Shaw’s masterpiece — 
even a series of masterpieces! — perhaps remains to be written. 
His career may have only just begun. 

This book is designed to give an authoritative account, bio- 
graphical and critical, of Bernard Shaw’s work, art, philosophy 
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anti life up to Hi*' piVM'iit !’• rItwpR its a|i|»riimnn‘ m not 

prenmtuiT. Simw has Ui«- Slinvian%. Hr 

has served more than oner as an fur prupa^nutlft nufl 

coiintcr-projmgandn. But snvr fur mw m twt> glarifig r\r»-|t 
tions, the fatuities tT the eult, aiul Usr iiitis||«‘ t»f thr ^hrim* nun! 
burnini:? cnntlle.s have in large iwaaitn* viini%ti«l it 1% ho|»HR t<» 
return no more. I'he time wniis ripr fur euRseirnt itnts mu! 
thoughtful considerathm of thr man anti l«» wurk, in relatitui 
to the thought nujveiuent of our irrrspret in* of imlitjrnl 

bias and personal prejudier, |VrltH|i» Ihr portrait, thtnigli 
neither “ disparaging ” nor ’* sinflulleriiig,*’ nrr^nit th»' 

“real Sliaw,” if nufre ** unr\|HTlrillv,’’* ju-rhaps no |p»!i trulv, 
in that I am ‘‘a straitger t« the IrialuIiriTwIi rttvironinrot,’* 

If I have Hueceeded iii rrim»vti»g » |pgt»r«i«rjr figtirr froni the 
atmosphere of contemporary mytlioiogj, «««! in lairfemyirig: tlir 
real man in the light of romimw tiny, tlirit «« rarnwt srarrli for 
the aurm media of trtie rritiri*tii »ill not tiavr prrivril wlotlly 
fruitless. I hope I may have «$rrrf4rck ift w*i«r »t!«|iiiilo de- 
gree, in exhibiting, in their true roloiirt, »liat Mr. (tilla-rt rlsr%- 
terton once justly descrilM-d to iiir in m Iftler ns ** that Itiwiotir 
and that courage which have eii»i»«i «i much of the int«-ikrt 
of to-day.” 


srlmtfirft mttl !«*’« Irtirr* wiitt linvr miirtl i»r tlir |*rr|wral«»ii 
itf tliw »iirk. Fsr«t <»f nil I »i4i to llinsik Mr. Hls4i» f«r 

}«« I'lir r«trr«'«|K*iMlrtirr flllnl »sl|i rnti- 

ritiii, rint«it»i»n nft«! rriti«H«r*‘Str*' ; tlir ««HSrn*r tri»iitilr luktit 
ill |j|i4rifj^ iimlrrsati «t iii¥ , tlir |-iirr*«mii| = 

mtUT ill tirtailril »l‘ ll»r »tirk -»ili iiwtir till* 

w«rk |*f«»ibir. Fiif llw iii t|ii» t#ici^r«|iii| Mr. 

Hti«* i» 111 tiM Ilii »mnf fmmiM wp m 

«li*9grrr«irttt. At till* filurr, I tiikr |ilu«i*Mfr in 
iiif iiitlrl#l«lnF*# !« Mr*. Witaw, fur |ini| ««| 

V«lii*lil# ill ri»i«iw*tk*w with tlw wrlbr 

r«rrf*f m» « »«.« ilrrit#**! tmm Mf. 

Wiili«tw Arrfirr** r«ilrrtifif» nf wliirli !tr fftrly «.ini 

nrfirniitsl^f |ikrr4 »l Itiy *riwp rlw|ilrr sm 

«» ft rfilir Ilf I rtittl*! ««it ti«t® wrtlluti •rillt€»iil tlw «,rtsrir« 

Will III# liy Mr. Arrl^f. I mr* tikrwi*© Ip 

Mr. II«llir*#«k »li« ^mm iii» fpe# *«'»* to ti» 

tif |4li€tkii,«» *inl ital tm »«lti«lik riiftl^rkl In 

iiw, tir iii«rr»*iliir. Iliirifi® tlw ralifw wf tl» 

nf tli» nrrwiit •‘wfl, | liftti* tiw rpiiii*#! *fiil miti «f tl«#t 

•piniiftfly •liitlrpt Iff III# Mr. Wliil®, **f 

N^w Y«rl* »!»* fwljr |4«r««l llw •fs-rticf* mf 
ftfiii liii ill® lilirary wf flr«itt«tir litrraliift ftt mf 

T« rwtiitfi •Wf »tw4k«t* mt mmrk, mum mf llienw iiwl 

to tm iwrwtwilf, ami «k« t« m f#» I 

ftlw ra|«*ri#li| To Mr- l*niffi*sir 

W*> E-. Il^lr, Jr., Im 

W^mvUmu witli lt» rli«pl«rt mf ilw pkjt » l«» Mr, 
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critic of music; to tin* Inti- .^Ir, I,, rlniirtw wui ta |)r. 

C. Alplionso Bniith in ftminrtitm witfi otiirr rritiml arni biti- 
graphical chapters- f«r rmtliiiK th*-r purtums t»f the w»rk» ftor 
helpful criticism in some in>»htiu» '., ft‘r tiir lunn uf material iy 
others, to all mj tluuiks aiv gnilrfullv nrrtinlrtl. NritllrHH tu 
say, they arc in no vrlsc fur asty fault* ur tTrt»rH af 

mine. Ill various ways^ in U-Hw-f I «m{ iiitWitnl hi Mins 

Sally Fairchild, Mr. Henry trcurgr, dr.* Air. J. <*rriri aiul 
Mr. Austin Lewis. 

Of foreign critics* I wish Hi llisnk M, Aiip'tmtiit 

Hamon, the French translator «f witrk*, for hit inter- 

esting suggesliorw, hi» in»m-f»n» nf kiiMtnr**, nntl fur tin- 
rich mass of documents fttil«Klyjfi« tlw roiilit»rril#i| rritirifun of 
Shaw with which he has kept mr . unit Hrrr Sirnfrtni 

Trebltsch, of Vienna, the (lerimin ir«n*kt«r uf wwrkM* 

for detailed information in rt-gard lf» |«i»ilinr} anti m*«^- 

nition in German Kur{>|v. I rsiinot |W'r«!il itty»rif to wriiit frnin 
the list of those to whom I am r^firrMlIy tin* imn»r« 

of M. Jean Blum, formerly I*rofr«t»r Ihr i.ynV, tlrttii. Al - 
geria; Herr Heinrich Hliimckr, of iiMkm mmtl Wvtf; l*r» • 

fessor Paul Haensel, of the r»iivrf#ily of ; Hr. Jnlhiit 

Broutft, of Madrid, the tmmktwr nf Hhitw*a w«rk^ i 

Herr Hugo Valient in, the <«f Hlww*« «r«rkm ; 

Mr. J. M. Bornp, the HnnLli traipl^lwr «f Jllwwk -wnrk* ; llwrtin 
Heinhold von Willchrand, «f thr 

fors, Finland; M. Augu^h* Fil«n, now fc*islr«l in Englaini, I 
believe; and Dr. Georg Brarnirs* «f t ’rti^’tilwgrn. In iln? text, 
of the present work, or m f**«lnwfr», | trust I Iwvr iitil fiiilrtl 
to express my indehtctlnrs* to rin-rfoitr, mtl lirrrtoforr tur«- 
tioned, who, in one way or anoihrr, h«.* «te tii l|»r prw-riit: 

work, I siiould, however, hkr t« l^rr my 

ness to the ofllciab of thr l.ihr«ft of Gtmgfw*, 

D. C., of the British «fi*l «f ilir tkoiitriil^ IJfiivrfuity 

Idbrary, for their unfailing rotirlr-st nsjitl l^i|ifiiiii».8. 

I have taken the ntnio»t paitts tlw illu*tri».“ 

tions the moit notahk* ff|irr%-rfilati€iti» firrf ttiatfo' eif ■HIirw- 
aciilpturc, portrait, pliot«gr«|*h and Mafvtwrf, tlir' 

thought of prwtniing SIww t» llir w iwMt cl»r«U2t«-r* 
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istic and representative way, as he appeared at various stages 
in his .career, has been constantly borne in mind. My thanks 
are now expressed to M. Auguste Rodin for permission to repro- 
duce a photograph of his bronze bust of Shaw, the marble 
replica of which, presented by Mr, Shaw, now stands in the 
Municipal Gallery of Modern Art, Dublin; to Prince Paul 
Troubetzkoy, Paris, for a photograph of his remarkable plaster 
bust of Shaw, said to have been made in forty minutes ; to the 
Hon. Neville S. Lytton, for permission to reproduce his unique 
portrait of Mr. Shaw, after the Innocent X. of Velasquez ; to 
Mr. Bernard Partridge for the loan of his admirable water- 
colour of Shaw; to Miss Jessie Holliday for the loan of her 
striking water-colour of Shaw, her photo-drawing of Mr. Webb, 
and her sketch of Mr. Archer ; to Mr. Max Beerbohm and Mr. 
E. T. Reed for permission to reproduce cartoons of Shaw; to 
Mr. H. G. Wells for permission to reproduce his drawing of 
six Socialists; to Mr. Joseph Simpson, the artist, and Mr. J. 
Murray Allison, the owner, for the loan of a black-and-white 
wash drawing — all the best of their kind. I was so fortunate 
as to enlist the interest and co-operation of those two great 
American artist-photographers, Alvin Langdon Cobum (Lon- 
don) and Eduard J. Steichen (Paris). Notable portraits and 
pictures were taken by them especially for this work — one 
Lumiere autochrome and four monochromes by Mr. Coburn, and 
two monochromes by Mr. Steichen. For permission to photo- 
graph the first and last pages of the original manuscript of 
Love Among the Artists — and also for supplying me with 
much other valuable material — am indebted to Mr. D. J. Rider. 
I wish to express my thanks to Dr. M. L. Ettinghausen, of 
Munich, who secured for me many playbills of the productions 
of Shaw’s plays in German Europe. I wish to express my 
thanks also to Mr. Roger Ingpen, for his assistance in the 
matter of illustrations. My thanks are likewise extended to 
the proprietors of Punch and Vanity Fair for permission to 
reproduce certain cartoons which originally appeared in those 
publications. In especial, I wish to thank Mrs. Shaw for her 
intelligent aid in the selection of likenesses of Mr. Shaw from 
his own large collection. 
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In accordance with the original plan for the biography of 
Mr. Shaw, the present volume was to contain an appendix* 
treating chronologically and critically of the production of 
Shaw’s plays throughout the world, from the inception of his 
career as a dramatist. It has proved advisable to publish this 
appendix later in a separate, souvenir volume, embodying the 
history of the dramatic movement inaugurated by Bernard 
Shaw. Consequently, the chapters in the present volume deal- 
ing with Shaw’s plays are concerned primarily with critical 
discussion of the genesis and art of the plays, touching upon 
their production only in the most casual and adventitious way. 

Mr. Shaw is fond of saying: I am a typical Irishman; my 
family came from Hampshire.” His lineal ancestor, Captain 
William Shaw, was of Scotch descent; lived in Hampshire, 
England; and in 1689 went to Ireland, where the family has 
since lived. The strains in Mr. Shaw’s ancestry are so compli- 
cated and interwoven, that it has seemed important to publish 
a genealogical chart of the Shaw family. The researches were 
conducted by the expert genealogist, Rev. W. Ball Wright, 
M.A., Osbaldwiclc Vicarage, York, at the instance and under the 
direction of Mr. Shaw himself. The chart, compiled from the 
data of Mr. Wright, was prepared by the experts of the 
Grafton Genealogical Press, New York. 


To my wife, for her untiring assistance and inestimably 
valuable criticism, I cannot cancel my debt of gratitude by 
any expressions, however eloquent. I could not have written 
this book without her aid. It is to her intellectual directness 
and to her genius for suggestive criticism, that the present 
volume owes very much of whatever merit it may possess. 

AacHtBALD Ha^rnaESOK. 

CAMBBinGB, England. 

November 30th, 1910. 
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'rtir. ttsa«n‘t«bt»« t»f Allirrsr» «lii Hrriinnl Slitiw «t 

llir first uliiiHT, Hir«u||rtuiy iwt *riirfi» 

1 % ftt mirr » «»l* rtiiitlifl lh't«rrii iIh- 8Sj»»%l 

i»lir |H'rii.»iiaist % sif tin* siay ili** iiatiiiii 

jsf tllf *rirltl, illir »if *ir|*|Mr«llilr, if ftitMubir* *r*k- 

}ir»»pa is tin- |>'> « »l§|rr f»»r HlVlItiiH' r»l««»tr» nf Iw'rwif fr»llt 
»ll|>rrrfiiMlia «iwi kipm alwiit lirr^ Auil tiiisr i»f 

Hiww’‘» atiiiii5fti»8|4 i*ii**«y iwrarirs ii»« fwiirt Cwr 
frit'lj «if wfjirli llr }» |i«llirl8r#Jlj' Ilttll* 

i» li*s tlaiiy |»«atittir; Imt ii«« «ii*i llwti 1» r«^rrly yirl*l» 
Im tlir WtilulMifi III m nr« at Altifrir*. S« 

frwifi tlltir It* tliinp wr Ii«¥r lltr ti»vrrlip|| »|»»-rlj|rlp til « r«li«rfe.»' 
t»ly ritftrr ami »l8re'*il tiiafciis^ ijiisiiiliy «ln|iiil iiiiil 

tlplsuljlfwlly *tf«rtiirr* m rmmtry fir fi#a uemr 

m |««|lir l» ii*,« iiuiref IstFiI «r 

»trtt 

lliwgiiir m M«rt4*il III# llfwl nf IIm? |Jliil«i 

litair* IliF ftfife itilrrwfstiiwry af ll»r »ftsl *!»» 

ml Mr. llFrti«fti Wtiat « Itsriil *»| |tir’ 

liiri? winiltl l»r |»rr»«'iil«ti tt* III* f Hif Eiiitnl llitift 

i* m ** of aiitl 
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itiitliifiliMg* iwrtfriilkwi.”* Tl**’ Affirrkmli la 

«tt«| »4I -tlrrswi i*tit im# »« Tl» 

hmviivmn ii»ii m m wifcfltifw mf t-wltilsfe *rlitlly 

iiiffi im llw 

Ailwrk* i.i « *Fiiw l*«rt»rii? ilwiciiftif llm 

'•tirM *illi il* rrm*.» !«» 

tiri^anikgr* flilirtlpfa* lH##l*kttflllpr»» «ft4 itlir|ii«,|p» 
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art, literature, science, religion, and government — in a word, 
in civilization. 

This lurid chromo, painted in crude and primary colors, is 
clearly the Shavian reflection of English press-opinion of Amer- 
ica and the Americans — if it is not one of Mr. Shaw’s mosi 
successful comic fictions. In whatever proportion jest anc 
earnest may be commingled in such a comic fiction, certainly i1 
is disappointing to find a man who has often proven himselJ 
an exceedingly clear-sighted observer and astute thinker wit} 
respect to subjects upon which he is fully informed, betray s( 
pathetic an ignorance of the realities of American life. Mr 
Shaw has been content to acquire his notions concerning Americj 
at second hand, and often at third and fourth — a method o; 
acquiring information which is to be recommended for eas 
rather than for accuracy. 

The English newspaper is, actually, a standing menace to per 
fectly equable relations between England and America. Ther 
is a yellowness of sensationalism, and there is a yellowness o 
deliberate misrepresentation. There is a deeper, more subt] 
inaccuracy than that which inheres in the distortion of facts 
it is the inaccuracy which inheres in the suppression of facts 
The picture of America daily presented to English eyes throng 
the medium of the English press is a caricature — a broad, crud 
caricature. It is so flagrant as to lead to the lurid chromo o 
America achieved by Mr. Shaw. The English visitor to tl: 
United States, who gets no further than the hotels of the greg 
cities gmd the rear platform of an observation car, catches on! 
the most superficial of impressions — chiefly of the hurrie 
metropolitan search for wealth and of the natural, still almoi 
primitive, wildness of the landscape. England means censoriou 
ness; and English curiosity and inquisitiveness are more the 
often misguided — searching into and accentuating those phas 
of American life and character which are most open to adver 
criticism, and overlooking or ignoring those indicative featur 
and attributes which are most suggestive in their utility at 
value. 

In reality, England and America have much to learn fro 
each other that will be mutually helpful and beneficial. Th: 
spirit of generosity which characterizes America in her relatio; 
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to all the world is the significant deficiency in the English 
national character. America is the supreme exemplar of inter- 
nationalism. America is open-mindedness, enterprise, acquisi- 
tiveness. England, as instanced most signally in her splendid 
public institutions, is unsparingly generous — ^liberally sharing 
her treasures with all the rest of the world. But she is deplora- 
bly retrograde, as a nation, through declining to utilize the best 
that is to be found in other nationalities and other civilizations. 
It is, perhaps, sometimes more generous to receive than to give. 
England austerely plays the role of model to other nations; 
but she cannot abide to “ sit at the feet of wisdom,” to appro- 
priate for her own advancement the good and the useful in 
others, whosoever those others may be. England’s besetting sin 
of national vanity is the canker in the flower of her civilization, 
the ominous source of her progressive relinquishment of interna- 
tional supremacy. 

On the other hand, America has much to learn from England, 
and from that phase of English spirit signally exemplified in 
the person of Bernard Shaw. For if he is anything, Shaw is 
a free thinker — in the original and entirely uncorrupted mean- 
ing of that term. His is that boundless naivete so fertile for 
truth’s own discovery. Not only is he free thinker : he is equally 
free writer and free speaker. He says exactly what he thinks — 
and a good deal more. He coats the pill of the satirist with 
the sugar of the artist; his wit stands sponsor for his irreve- 
rence. In Nietzschean phrase, Shaw is a “ good European.” He 
is fully abreast of the most advanced thought of Europe, and 
consistently maintains relations with the latest developments in 
the fine arts, philosophy, and sociology. For many years, he has 
served as a channel for the influx into English-speaking coun- 
tries of the streams of European consciousness. As an original 
thinker, Shaw has independently arrived at many conclusions 
which have been more rigorously elaborated by numerous modem 
thinkers, from Stirner, Nietzsche and Ibsen to Maeterlinck, 
Bergson and James. As the literary popularizer of contem- 
porary philosophic ideas, Bernard Shaw is one of the heralds of 
that steadily evolving spirit of cosmopolitan culture which bids 
fair to give the intellectual note of the twentieth century. 

In this hour of America’s great national resurgence in the 
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effort to purge the body politic of glaring social evils, it is 
helpful to study Bernard Shaw and to discover that his most 
distinctive and noteworthy service as a public character has been 
his splendid struggle for the inculcation of the highest ideals 
of unselfish public service. England far surpasses America in 
the relative amount of public service rendered by individuals 
and public organizations in behalf of the general welfare, with- 
out remuneration or the hope of remuneration- I am of the 
opinion that my life belongs to the whole community,” Bernard 
Shaw has finely declared, “ and as long as I live it is my privi- 
lege to do for it whatsoever I can.” Only when individual 
leaders of opinion in America, of which there is now no dearth, 
are supported everywhere by an awakened public conscience and. 
a universally functioning spirit of individual responsibility, shall 
we secure throughout our country, from hamlet to metropolis, 
the much desiderated remedy for social abuse and the progressive 
perfecting of popular government. 

AeCHIBAM) HENUBESOlSr, 

Salisbury, N. C., September 4, 1911. 
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I T i* « riftniftistanrr nf sm lit Ur «s||fiif|r«firr lhat Erruartl Hliaw 
«ftti tkrar Wililr, t»« hitvr «rliir¥w! 

•II liotalifr a siirrrsa iifi ihr |*Uijr**|»rfiiri ImiUs liftifc 

lirrn twrii in Ilyfiliii witlijn Iwt# yvnr* nf nm «ii»ther. It Iwa 
t«ft till’ ifwHl f*»rtuiir ii( tun iiltirr lining British nr Iri*h 
tlr«,tii«li»l wf tmr ttat t«.» m'rivr tin- riitlHista^lir arrlaitit nf 

riiiltiml |Htl4ir »*f mill ifirijt#! Wltist mttn* flttiriic 

mill than tin# lijr Ihr rnimlr^-snrii nt Hwift 

nml Hliif'rtiian, iif llir CVliir ftir lirsllianry, rfevrr- 

nr** mmi wit f 

tmjrifr llrfiwn! nn ♦In!)*' »rll 

« rrnttiry latrr Ihiin In* rinsi*lry«»«n atni frilnw-tnwfiistnaiu 
Itirlwni linn^lry Hiirr»4«n. Cliily «*i»r trar l.«*fnrr, in IBAS, 
mm l.wrfi Hlww*# M*lr rital In tlw filarr nf tl»r living 

uf llw Tnitril Ki«||^i«w, Arifnir Winn t*inrri». It 
If »ti rtiinritlmif llwl tlir yenr whirh *«w Ibr 4riin®r 

tif tli«t ** Hfst man «f In® rrfiltsry/* llrwnrli Ifrhip, «!•« wst 
ltr^«| ttir tiifll* nf tl»r brillnitit aswl nrij^irwl •fnrit «l«» i», «« 
itmir lirfitr, lii» natnral ««mI In^jral snirrrsftmr ; Ik-fnaf*! Hliaw. 

i« ttitlW «M|||»'r»lws|l «*f U'i» ««rkin||* nf tlwt Wrenilrfful !#« 
of tmmp^umtmut wlnrli Kn»rf®**n |»rr*rlKril trill* Innii «^rt* 

oiWil**** i» tin* rrUtiim t»f Inrtli «twi tlrallis rnii’ 

Bifiiltg liritir «»ii Hli«w . Tlir rifrMO»»i«wr« Ittiglil Iw? Mii»l to 
llir Miitir» 4 rn riJiitniiiil jr of If**- roitiir s|isril, 

|»ir»**r*»r« life fmrnttf #if 

brmiii* «#f iiwrr »Aiir writer# il»«« ant trfbrr iitiiin 
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critic of conventional view-point is dismayed by the Hi 
that Shaw is bound by no conventions whatever, 
possible exception of the mechanical conventions of th< 
Shaw is essentially an intellectual, not an emotional, 
the critic of large imaginative sympathy discovers in i 
who on occasion disclaims the possession of imagination, 
the idealist critic, Shaw is never a hero-worshipper : he 
heroism and makes game of humanity. To the analyti 
with his schools, his classifications, his labellings, Shai 
elusive and unanalyzable quantity — a fantastic original, 
wholly sm generis. With all his realism, he cannot be ci 
exponent of a school. It would be nearer the truth to 
he is himself a school. 

It is futile to attempt to measure Shaw with the foo; 
prejudice or convention. Only by placing oneself ex 
his peculiar point of view and recording the impressions 
without prejudice, preference or caricature, can one e* 
to fathom the mystery of this disquieting intellig^encc 
mocking when most serious, most fantastic when most’ 
his every word belies his intent. The antipode to the f s 
of pompous dulness, his gravity is that of the masque 
motley, the mordant humour of the licensed fool. Cont 
between manner and meaning, between method and esse 
stitutes the real secret of his career. The truly nd 
consideration is not that Shaw is incorrigibly fant< 
frivolous ; the alarming fact is that he is remarkably <! 
and profoundly in earnest. The willingness of the | 
accept the artist at his face value blinds its eyes to the ;]j 
almost grim, smdousness of the man. The great i 
central fact of hi$ life is that he has used the artistic 
humour to conceal the unswerving purpose of the hud 
and sodal reformer. The story of the career of Geoargl 
Shaw, ih’whom is found the almost unprecedented cd 
of the most bflrtlUanMy humour with the md 

ahd vital purpose, hat already, even in our time, 1 
somewhat of the’dhoraeter of a legend. It might becoi 
storyf hn tf #e #d not finally determine td 

to associate i In.|i3finted form with the life of our tid 


How l« writr till' «»f mi rufnplui a, ijuturc? 

Hfiiilish ilrujiyttir rritir «iirr that 

nr%'rr ft|»|*rt«irfiril « itiorr slitimilt l»*k than that, of intt^rpri’laliim 
«f |ilnys. (hn* «f uu»t iutimalr frii'Hii* onrtf 

ri} ttwt thr titir* «»f ht» bsu^rnjilij wtnihl |irwb»t»ly 
** '^rilr 'C'liurt Jratrf wl»i« Whm 

A frw vrar* a|X»** in «h»t*us»fis^ with »ne thr plan of hii 
btMgrfipliy, ftitngt-stril for it thr rtiphonitni* if jinir* 

it«li»tir tstk-- -l». M. *V. iimgrnphtf uml Auinltktgrnphg. ^rhou^h 
l|j«» lawik a* tt wholr »» nut «}r^rltsi|«-fi mIuuh' thr hitr* origsnallj 
«titfirirtilly li» rntiirr that tiUr truly appliratile* for 
till* hrit rhaptrr »urr|f inun- ruuhl Ik* itiorr *uit«hlr. Tl»»« 

lliilihii linyn ** h.a'kr lwr« rrproflitrwl by Biiaw with iiiurh 
,«fii|ihttulr, aritl tiiofr »r |r»B prrriaion ; »ti th»t» ttrrr|ttin^ 
ilfHiiititui of Atili»i««grii|»liy mwl ttiiiir tif lli«^r«|ihy, llir rr*yilt 
will iir #1 fiarratifr ttf murk fmlwhinnl and |a*rh«}»* « litifc Irtilh. 

** All aiilobii»||r«phsr« *rr iir.#,*' i» Htww** furulaiiieutal tlw*]#. 
** I lit! ticil iiiwii tiiiintrutiowal hr* : I tiiran 

rralr fir*. Iit» ttiaw is Iwl rttow^ii In Irll tlir trtilli about liiiiwtlf 
fliirifig hi* iifrtiiiir, mrab'iwif, a* it thr truth alMUit iiw 

fawtlf «k«tl ffirfiib ««ti Aiwi ri« »w«fi i« go«i rtiowgli 

la tril Ilir trtifii m * i|«r«iiirut whirh hr sMp|irr*e» tmlil tia’f# 
i:» tiidwlj Irft to rwiilriulirt him/' Tlw tftu?» ll» 
litogra|ilif will firrrf br wnttm, ii« ii« woiiiaii ■ li«tit»ray» 

M«fir -mrr «|«rr«J t» writi? it, Wrr# our to 

«tt«tipl. til write tip** IkwI. rtilitW, Mp llritrf LmU «* 

t*t« »»t» »f*#i»rwl#rr«f ill hi# M$$rg'*mSa^ ** tlir |i»|M?r wtiiiW •hrivrl 
mmi bkir «t vtpry twurli «f liw firry peti/* Ulmw iinr* ” irmt 
tiw •ifwritfirfit, williift t'rflaiti Itrtiil*, of twiitg raiiiliilly atiluhiu- 
gf«|iliiral/* Hr |»r*a:i tin’ll iim ijrraus# 

fn^ii,|y met liitti » lull ilm rtirnt tii whirli hr 

f'«iii|if«pii««l witli hi* relalums tiiay wrll Ifr mm^mml. Ilw few 
»fliiir«li*| r«iit«i*rr«rr» wwii tiitil tlw f«*|i||l*t|ttfi tif tlw 

** mmt ls*r in I ** i lliry rwh«l liw «trwu^iy «f 

tl^ dll*.t»lkiii ififfitiiMiwi t»y Aiwl y«l wr i«i»t «rwpl 

roftilrally Irr^^rmil «uts*i*it*gf»pitie*l in tbw nf 

Mi llwt tlwf mfp «.l p^ntiin# 

In ti* »f tili ywwtii «ikI ««fly 
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as well as in many conversations on the subject with Mr. Shawr, 

I have discovered ample explanation of his scepticism concern- 
ing the binding ties of blood, of the strangely unsympathetic, 
even hostile, relations between parents and children isplayed 
throughout his entire work. These autobiographical accounts 
reveal on his part less filial affection than a sort of comic dis- 
respect for the mistakes, faults and frailties of his parents and 
relatives. 

Mr. Shaw’s grandfather was a Dublin notary and stockbroker, 
who left a large family unprovided for at his death. George 
Carr Shaw, his son and Bernard Shaw’s father, was an IrisH. 
Protestant gentleman; his rank — a very damnable one in his 
son’s eyes — was that of a poor relation of that particular grade 
of the haute bourgeoisie which makes strenuous social preten- 
sions. He had no money, it seems, no education, no profession, 
no manual skill, no qualification of any sort for any definite 
social function. Moreover, he had been brought up “ to believe 
that there was an inborn virtue of gentility in all Shaws, sincer 
they revolved impecunioiisly in a sort of vague second cousinshij> 
round a baronetcy.” His people, who were prolific and 
numerous, always spoke of themselves as “ the Shaws ” with, a-ix 
intense sense of tlieir own importance — as one would speak of tlie> 
Hohenzollerns or the Romanoffs. An amiable, but timid man, 
the father’s worst faults were inefficiency and hypocrisy. His 
son could only say of him that he might have been a weaker” 
brother of Charles Lamb. Proclaiming, and half believing;^, 
himself a teetotaller, he was in practice often a furtive drinker-. 
The one trait of his which was reproduced in his son, His 
antitibiesis in almost every other respect, was a sense of humouLir, 
an appreciation of the comic force of anti-climax. “ When I 
was a child, he gave me my first dip in the sea in Killiney Bay 
writes his son. “ He prefaced it by a very serious exhortation, 
on the importance of learning to swim, culminating in these 
words; * When I was a boy of only fourteeen, my knowledge of 
swimming enabled me to save your Uncle Robert’s life.’ Then, 
seeing that I was deeply impressed, he stooped, and added con- 
fidentially in my ear; ‘ And, to tell the truth, I never was so sorr-y 
for anything in ray life afterwards.’ He then plunged into tJb.e 
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«rrrtn» rnji»vrti » ilitifcHigltlj ri’f rrihirtg iwim, ftricl rhiirllwl «II 
llir immr** 

All tlw* SImiws, brrautr «f llutl rrm«tr bttrctririrj, Mr, 8 li*w 

t»nrr ||rn%-«*ly usAiirril twr, r»il»«lrrril it the flwt clwly Ilf » rf*|»t*rt' 
alilr C*«»%rrn?Hrnt f«i |ir«VMlr tltmit with »mrrurw. After hcihlin^ 
tt r«ni|»lr Ilf rlrrksliiii*, Hlww’s fnther, b)-' rnrun** finally 

ttssrrfril bi% ffinssly r|«ini i»n tlir Htutr with «nfRrirnl tn 

fttlftw n |»«st s« tbr F«nir C'mirl* Ibr Dublin Vmtftn of 
*rij3« |«ii5il ill tisr {'ifrtl Sm'ire riuist have tH*rn it siiirrnrr, 

for by iMfitl it Wii* aiul br wm% |>ef}»!nrifcl nff. Hr then 

li»» attwll itrn^ion »imI writt into bt}»tnr*s m a wlinlriialr 

tiriilrf III corn, i» lits»inr«» «f »|iirb be tniil rt«l the 

** I raitfiwl iihr H«»kin, by »iiyirig tiittt fftf 

fallirr *«• *fi rnlift'iy ftterrliafit,** »«iii bts mm in «nr nf 

If I* rti|ilitieiirm». *■* I rltiii’l know wtirtber b** 

• n® f»r ii«»l . I il»> i«ii» llwt It# warn mn pfillrrly mw.** 

In atlililiMM t«» a w«rrbmi*r w®rr in tlir rity» lit* bwi a Hi'iiir 
tttill <ii a |»liirTt r«llrtl I'btlisliiti*® lkrfi» « frw milr* tnit. Tbw 
iiisli, a!!ii<-lir<| If* llir m» m ittaltrf of rrmnofiy, iwriittifi 

|»aMi sf® utiii frill, eifirr lltr martiifirfy mm* ururmlly in iiiotirin. 
Iltfl st» rfprf in llrftiiircl Sliiw, was t« jitiniw 

fiir attii ti!f- Iw^iti tlw stilia tif Riy f«ltirr*s 

Wbrti i M" •alwmt fwrly yr-af% »*f Slww’» futlirf tiiarfiwl 

Ftirsfiilii I*- lsg«lw-lli Iftifly , lisff tl«tt|ftilrr nf « rmtiilft grnliritinfi. 
Stififriils lit rttgr«if‘» fiMgli! ifiii If} tbrif ilit|i«rity in #gr - m tbf 
frrrfirr rif !«rtitt ycaf* *t$me wf Iftr 

fir-* «rMl ||rniti» mf llwif ww, *l*lir r«l«lr ifi no* 

ilf Mf «l«rrfi<lr*l !« Iijtii fwii hi* fti«lrrti«i .gra««l 

fallirr, %Y«llrr llnrljr, ilirtitigli l«« ttroitjrf. 

Ml** lltifit liffwiglil iifi «$tti «slrrft»e wvrrtly lit bt-r s»a 
Irflt*! iClIrii Wliilrr«»fl, « «««»! fiirwl |«if, wjtli « 

tt«rl •»«! • riillilr-t* «*Ils »tw» ntrrr tisr iii*»st 

fMgmfmii* lr«i.Wltig, «illi I lie i«lr|»lir»ft mf siib^ffllinitlt Irfi%‘iii|| lirf 
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this unexpected and vexatious conduct on the part of this 
a})8urdlj inexperienced younpf woman, her erstwhile paragon 
and prot6gcc^ summarily disinherited her. In many ways, Miss 
Guriy’s marriage proved a disappointment. Her husband, one 
of the most impecunious of men, was far too poor to enable 
her to live on the scale to which she had been accustomed- 
Indeed, he was anything but a satisfactory husband for a clever 
wcmian. It was in her music that Mrs, Shaw found solace and 
comfort— “a refuge from domestic disappointment. 

The formative influences of Shaw’s early life, were of a nature 
to inculcate in him that disbelief in popular education, that 
disrespect for popular religion, and that contempt for social 
pretensions which are so deeply ingrained in his work and 
character. Is it any wonder, after his youthful experience with 
orthodox religion, that, like Tennyson, he cherished a contempt 
for the God of the British: “an immeasurable clergyman”? 
In his own perverse and brilliant way, he has told us the history 
i)f his progressive revolt against the religious standards of his 
family: 


“ I believe Ireland, as far as the Protestant gentry are 
concerned, to be the most irreligious country in the world. 

I was christened by my uncle; and as my godfather was 
intoxicated and did not turn up, the sexton was ordered 
to promise and vow in his place, precisely as my uncle 
might have ordered him to put more coals on the vestry 
fire. I was never confirmed, and I believe ray parents never 
were cither. The seriousness with which English families 
take this rite, and the deep impression it makes on many 
children, was a thing of which I had no conception. Pro-fc- 
estantism in Ireland is not a religion; it is a side in politic a-l 
faction, a class prejudice, a conviction that Roman Catholios 
are socially inferior persons, who will go to hell when they 
die, and leave Heaven in the exclusive possession of ladies 
and gentlemen. In my childhood I was sent every Sunda.y 
to a Sunday school where genteel children repeated text:®, 
and were rewarded with little cards inscribed with otHer 
testts. After an hour of this, we were marched into 

8 
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whiciuis a very good thing and a very human thing, whereas 
the other two views — one appealing to my mere credulity aucl 
the other to mere scepticism — really did not appeal to any- 
thing at all that had any genuine religious value. . . . Now 
that was really the tone of religious controversy at that time, i 

and it almost always showed us the barrenness on the side of ; 

religion very much more than it did on the side of scepticism,” i 

This anecdote brings irresistibly to mind Mark Twain’s story I 

of the old sea-captain who declared that Elijah had won ont I 

in the altar contest, not because of his superiority over tHe I 

other prophets, or of his God to theirs, but because, under tHe 
pretcaace that it was water, he had had the foresight to inundate 
hii altar witli-— petroleum ! 

A short while after he entered a land oflSce in Dublin as a-n 
©raployee, a position secured for him by his uncle, Fredericlc 
Shaw, a high official in the Valuation Office, it was discovereti j 
that the young Shaw, then in his teens, instead of being a.n j 
extremely correct Protestant and churchgoer, was actually wHa.t 
used to bo known in those days as an “ infidel,” Many were 
the arguments, on the subject of religion and faith, that arose 
among the employees of the firm, arguments that usually wexx-b 
hard for young Shaw, the novice, untrained in dialectic. “ Wlia-t ,■ 
is the use of arguing,” one of the apprentices, Humphrey 
Lloyd, said to Shaw one day, “ when you don’t know what a ^ 

syllogism is? ” As he once told me, Mr. Shaw promptly went 
and found out what it was, learning, like Moli^re’s hero, that 
he had been making syllogisms all his life without knowing it, 

Mr, Uniacke Townshend, Shaw’s employer, a pillar of the church | 
“--aad of the Royal Dublin Society — so far respected his free- j 
dom of conscience as to make no attempt to reason with him, j 
only imposing the condition that the subject be not discussed in ■ 
the office. Although secretly chafing under the restraint, youug i 
Shaw for a time honourably submitted to the stern limitation ; j 
but an outbreak of some sort was inevitable. The immediate 1 
occasion of his first alarming appearance in print was the visit | 
of the American evangelists, Moody and Sankey, to I>ul>lin. j 
Their arrival in Great Britain created a considerable sensation, j 
and young Shaw went to hear them when they came to X>uhlin. | 
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erable bondage before I was ten, it prejudiced me so vio- 
lently against church-going that twenty years elapsed 
before, in foreign lands and in pursuit of works of art, I 
became once more a church-goer. To this day, my flesh 
creeps when I recall that genteel suburban Irish Protestant 
church, built by Roman Catholic workmen who would have 
considered themselves damned had they crossed its threshold 
afterwards. Every separate stone, every pane of glass, 
every fillet of ornamental ironwork — half dog-collar, half- 
coronet — in that building must have sowed a separate evil 
passion in my young heart. Yes; all the vulgarity, sav- 
and bad blood which has marred my literary work, 
f was certainly laid upon me in that house of Satan! The 
mere nullity of the building could make no positive im- 
pression oil me; but what could, and did, were the unnat- 
, urally. motionless figures of the congregation in their 
Sunday clothes and bonnets, and their set faces, pale with 
the malignant rigidity produced by the suppression of all 
expression. And yet these people were always moving and 
watching one another by stealth, as convicts communicate 
with one another. So was I. I had been told to keep my 
restless little limbs still all through the interminable hours ; 
not to talk ; and, above all, to be happy and holy there and 
glad that I was not a wicked little boy playing in the fields 
instead of worshipping God. I hypocritically acquiesced ; 
but the state of my conscience may be imagined, especially 
as I implicitly believed that all the rest of the congregation 
Were perfectly sincere and good. I remember at the time 
dreaming one night that I was dead and had gone to 
Heaven. The picture of Heaven which the efforts of the 
then Established Church of Ireland had conveyed to my 
Oldish imagination, was a waiting-room with walls of pale 
^ ' skir-Coloured tabbinet, and a pew-like bench running all 

^ comer, where there was a door. I 

/ /was* aome^^ aware that God was in the next room, ac- 
cessible through the door. I was seated on the bench with 
my a,jd^es tightly interlaced to prevent my legs dangling, 
behawg myself with all my might before the grown-up 


prcifiir, wisn nil tsrlsiftifrd In thr SMtiiinj ro«gTff||ftti.ci«, «.wl 
wrrf* rillirr »w tlir Iw’itrlt «« if at rtiurch rW 

ftiuvin^ m fififi mil ii* if tiirrr wm* « imrmm 

ill llir tsmm-. A gninly whf» tittiftlly mt ift 

« rtjfiirr •ritt ttrar wr m rliurrh, «ml wlwsii I t« 

Iw rmttrftjtiil »iltt IIh* wrrarijirtttriritM «f tl» 

Alfiiiglitj* WA* inlmjlitrr nw |irrM*-fstlY intn tht* m%t 
rimrii ■' » iiwitirril wtiirh 1 wa.i sti|i|«»srt} ttt await witii Joj 
Mfwl riitlitiiinAifL iirsilly, *tf nnirar, my lirwrt pnitk likr Irwl 
williin nw mt llir tlimiglil ; fur I frit llwt my frrhlr aW^rrlH' 
liiwi *»f jtirlj rrntltl fi«t tm <himi»rir»irr, «it*l t|i»t 

f»fir gktirr eif that a,|l »r»rrlting ryt? woyfil ili*r«¥f>r that 
I !»il twti «lhiwwl Ih riittir lit llravrii hy tiiislakf. 
twiiatrlj fiir tli«’ ififrrr*t iif this iwrriitivr, I wokr, tif win* 
lirmi nW l«t« iirrftftH ttcforr tin' ffitir*! momrnl 

arrivifl. Iltil it gtM*s far miHigti In »liciw that I w«* by «« 
titmft* «tl if»*it»rr|sti|ilr «iiltjrrt ; iiitlwl* I *»« •«», from 
otl'irr r«rty «|*rrirtirrt of ttiiwr, llwl if I liml l.»‘rn tiiriiftl 
in * rrftl rlitirrii* «fwt tii ««fiilrr itwii itarr 

»r IwMf tlwfrr «f that moit 

ftrriirwl * Tp l>im4ii * of Jarkaoii*® »f*it a »eii»»4r» ilroning 
of tlw *11111 lltiritirwillt,* I ftliwiikl iirtrr harr trilwl thr 
fiH|>iirtiifiity of m gmmf rr*fig«*|ir«l rrtt%*ah whirli tw'rtirwi 
to iit» W'ltrii 1 wm ftttll itt wiy trri».i» tm injf iitrrary 

riif«t>r »itli « i»ltrf to tlw l*r»% ftitiitytiicifig willi infctihlr 
!i«t«ri«li*ttc l«gir» ami t« t.lw mifvtm Iwirror of ftiy 
«hlr twill** ttwt I *li atlwiAt. Wi»«i* ktor ««. 

I WM left to •ttliij «f tlw of iin? retfwrt 

Ilf Itml a«tl tlaiikr mmgfvgnt'mmi, I wm wirs, 
r*i««i Ift ifitl tliat it « mom of 

rkl rntilil iir ter ll*te »iitot*fili«t«i »t« 

to »tf if, »» « eltiM, 1 t«*l Iwii aliie t« tiriwg 

it t© IwA. To thli wmy liay » whwtttrr k tlw 
ika^f mf foi ^ mimry of llw tiltw 

mr « «i#ft|#*fivr i»f ihmt tfinralily » 

wfckh Wfiifig anti righli imm aiifl #i«*t4r, erll ami rrmllj 

©utlitiig »tirc hitdb'ii »t*4 llw 

IP 


GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 


I hasten to claim honourable exemption, as atheist anci 
socialist, from any such complicity.” ^ 


The lesson of the selfishness and insincerity of society 
ineradicably impressed upon Ibsen’s mind in his childhood days 
is paralleled by a similar experience in the youth of Shaw. The 
ingrained snobbery of society as he saw it, the contempt for those 
lower in social pretensions, if not in social station, revolted the 
lad’s whole nature. He soon became animated with a Carlylean 
contempt for the snobbery of “ respectability in its thousand 
gigs.” As in the case of the disconsolate Stendhal, Shaw was 
not long in discovering that his family revered what he despised, 
and detested what he enthusiastically admired. An incident he 
relates, in illustration of this trait in his father, serves in great 
measure to explain Shaw’s scorn, in after life, of the blandish- 
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^ ticular to the Wesleyan Connexional School, now Wesley Col- 

lege, Dublin. Plere the Wesleyan catechism was taught without 
protest to pupils, the majority of whom were Church (Protes- 
• tant Irish) boys! So long as their sons were taught genuine 

, Protestantism, the parents didn’t bother about the particular 

brand. The school’s most famous alumni are Sir Robert Hart 
^ and Bernard Shaw. In the school roll-book Shaw is entered for 

the first time as attending on April 13th, 1867. Unfortunately, 
only a bare record of his class marks is given. “ He seems to 
have been generally near or at the bottom of his classes,” said 
■ the principal, the Rev. William Crawford, in a letter to me of 

' date August 6th, 1909; “ but, perhaps typically of the man, he 

^ jumped up suddenly to second place once in his first quarter, 

I and does not seem to have aspired again. He was entered in 

i the ‘ First Latin Class,’ I suppose the most junior division on 

I the classical side.” Shaw sat in class between a classic and a 

» mathematician, both in after years distinguished scholars. Each 

did his appropriate share of young Shaw’s work. In return 
' Shaw would narrate for their delectation, according to the 

f account of one of the twain, numerous stories from the Iliad 

and Odyssey, in his own peculiar and inimitable vein. Shaw 
was only in his tenth year when he entered the Wesleyan Con- 
nexional School ; and in that year Dr. H. R. Parker, of Trinity 
College, Dublin, was head master and Rev. T. A. McKee was 
governor. Apparently, no picture of the old school now exists ; 
the new building stands near, but not on, the site of the old 
school.^ 

It might be imagined, from the evidence of Shaw’s own con- 
fessions just detailed, that It was impossible for a boy who “ took 
refuge in idleness ” at school to acquire any sort of an educa- 
tion; but such a supposition is very wide of the mark. The 
discipline ho received at home, the discipline of loissex faire et 
i loissex aUer, which might have spoiled the average boy, had just 

the opposite effect upon this strangely inquisitive, alarmingly 
self-assertive child. If he lost somewhat in youthful gentleness 
and tenderness, he gained greatly in manly determination and 

, * Compare Jubilee of Wealey College, Dublin., December, 1896 — being a 

special number of the Wealey College Quarterly, 
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at the schools he had already attended. Unlike his future col- 
leagues in dramatic criticism, William Archer and Arthur 
Bingham Walkley, graduates of Edinburgh and Oxford re- 
spectively, Shaw despised, half ignorantly, half penetratingly, 
the thought of a university education, for it seemed to him to 
turn out men who all thought alike and were snobs. So in 1871, 
at the age of fifteen, he entered the office of an Irish land agent, 
Mr. Charles Uniacke Townshend, and remained there until 
March, 1876. Perhaps the Ibsenite, the Nietzschean of after 
years was thus beginning a course of preliminary training : 
Henri Beyle used to say that to have been a banker was to have 
gone through the best preparatory school for philosophy. 
During this period Bernard Shaw lived in -lodgings in Dublin 
with his father, who had by this time given up that furtive 
drinking, of which his son in after life spoke with such frank 
levity. The lad’s salary at first was eighteen pounds a year, 
his position that of junior clerk. He had no fondness for his 
work, and took no interest in land agency ; nevertheless, he made 
a very satisfactory clerk. At the end of about a year, a sudden 
vacancy occurred in the most active post in the oflfice, that of 
cashier. As this involved a sort of miniature banking business 
for the clients, and the daily receipt and payment of all sorts 
of rents, interests, insurances, private allowances and so on, it 
was a comparatively busy post, and a position of trust besides. 
The junior clerk was temporarily called upon to fill the sudden 
vacancy pending the engagement of a new cashier of greater 
age and experience. He performed his numerous duties so suc- 
cessfully that the engagement of the new man was first delayed 
ftud then dropped. The child of fifteen, laboriously and suc- 
ecsslully struggling to change his sloped, straggly, weak- 
minded handwriting into a fair imitation of his predecessor’s, is 
father of the man of forty, carefully drawing up elaborate 
contracts with theatre managers, who never kept them. By 
this MHal exhibition of enterprise, young Shaw’s salary, now 
twenty-fotir pounds a year, was doubled, which meant a consid- 
erable step ahead. ITie clear-cut chirography of the Shaw of 
to-day and the neatness of arrangement so noticeable in his 
apartments at Adelphi Terrace are the results of his early train- 
ee 
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Wiiilr hv ikmn always i|4nt»rR.lrtl uf tlw »t*tr tif Ii» imn ftll»IIW% 
ami tt» il» V littlr hImhiI his jM'rwtfml srrtwitil#, li# wm 

ftrvrr a »H*t ist hi* «l tlw* ti^rr. 

Lami ttgriwv III Irs'kiiii «»», aiul it t-tilh a lirrlf-tilioiig 

liiiiiiirM. Alllwwigh ttir SIww hriil »«» rrganlrcl «i a 

vrry griifrrl »ii»l »>f jwitt, vri t*i liiiii tlii# ¥ta% ii« grat 
hwt i|wt** thr rt’%rr«-r. Ji ifc«» »alMr*ilrtl »»tii m frrliiig for 

wlufh* rtrli «t tlwl t»t«r» W limit m% illlrittr hwlltilig. “rlw 
tiMii I'arfirtl wsth il, iH-vrrihrlraa, rrrtaio wliiriwiis aikrtitlagw, 
tl «?i-wr«l for Iwffi thr wwirlv «f «4 wt *if swrallwt 
who »rrri »tl f«rt, lillr griitirtiirll wlwi il*i| |l«Mi a tiig 

|irrfiiiiiMi l« W* l«iiglit # "riwiigli thr 

»«* i»»»t |»«iii t« Hhi4»» «tili Iw* took tlriight Iff Irsrhiiig 
hi* rw'Wiirkrr* »«ri«ip «|irriilii’ «rrfwi«, wliirli »•«>» 
ill full »lir« ihr ur » rtmtmtwr wmilil irtitrf tli# 

ii®rr iifirt|.m*lrilif . Chi t»i»r l^lr. I4lww mm*9 toliJ «» 

glwfuily* a rrfl«>*! a|i|trri»lirr »4it|| : *’ rl# In »»rl# ” ia his 
lo^rr M« ihr witii lit# t*r«il «n|M>«ri»tg mvr 

a l«lt #rr«**’« with stirli frrlut^ »tiil »iirli to all 

rtrtil*, llial llw »l*«le wflrr forrr mm* Muhlrttiy »tnirh 
litisf «ii»l »ilriil ii| tlw? Ilf Mr. III# 

Jiaflfirf, •Ifil ttafril, «t tiir lllp«ll|l^ CT.ItmlwWOW 

tW »rrrrt» «iitl iiwlit llcil rtitnpiffirly IpilliWl hy 

Ihf Bitiiwtiwii. li'W-i* fotiiifl ftkiity Ilf ftiit •iwt 

filttmwii III fi»» willi tiwti of etilliiW «fi»t 

mimmUmi till* flhl pot ftmkm liitti i«t» ltt» «r«if| my tlw Ir*#. 
Hi* p«ttif»l t« ll»tf vrty 

tMjfiy i» III* r«r«*f ; li» »f»*« •«i«l lti«l t«li*l wm I«» rr 

for liifii. li^ rcwrrrp 

irig til* rtiigioti* feflitf* lirisil i« Win • »|ilri{ of tikrwniriil «#wi 
rtttilh Iw th«l mn tlw wilijcrl **• 

IpuftW will! ilb«g'fr«l wfi *tir|i m yrt Iw* cli*fr*i 

tIPlWr ll» fVilfmipl, T» «»pii « lit Wl Itr riitilii Jtrfifr 


.. 1,1 


GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 


the world, it put land agency and business as a serious career 
out of the question for him. The author of Widowers^ Houses 
collecting rents as a lifelong profession is a ludicrous, an in- 
credible incongruity. Shaw retained his place simply for the 
sake of financial independence. When he gave up his position, 
his employer was sorry to lose liim, and, at the request of 
Shaw’s father, readily gave him a handsome testimonial. In 
speaking of the circumstance one day, Mr. Shaw told me that 
he was furious that such a demand should have been made. 
Notliing could have shown more clearly his distaste for the posi- 
tion he held. “ Once or twice,” commented Mr. Shaw, “ my 
employer showed himself puzzled and annoyed when some acci- 
dent lifted the veil for a moment and gave him a glimpse of 
the fact that his excellent and pecuniarily incorruptible clerk’s 
mind and interest and even intelligence were ten thousand 
leagues away, in a region foreign, if not hostile.” Surely this 
was another age of inspired office boys.” * 

In 187S, Mr. Lee left Dublin for London, the joint household 
broke up, and all musical activity ceased. The return to a single 
household on Mr. Shaw’s income was all but impossible, for his 
affairs were as unprosperous as ever. At this time there was 
even some question of Bernard Shaw’s two sisters becoming 
professional singers. With characteristic energy and decisive- 
ness, Mrs. Shaw boldly cut the Gordian knot by going to London 
and becoming a professional teacher of singing. This domestic 
dihdcU robbed young Shaw of his mother’s influence, which was 
always stimulating and inspiring, if somewhat indirectly and 
impersonally so. It deprived him also of music, which, up to 
that time, had been his daily food. This sudden deprivation of 
the solace of music came to him as a distinct suiprise. He had 
never dreamed of such a contingency. Fortunately the piano 

* In speaking of his apprenticeship as a clerk In the land ofla.ee, Shaw 
declares j “I should have been there still If I had not broken loose in 
defiance of all prudence, and become a professional man of genJus—a 
resource not open to every clerk. I mention this to show that the fact 
that I am not still a derk may be regarded for the purposes of this article 
as a mere accident. I am not one of those successful men who can say, 
‘Why don’t you do as I do?*” — ^From Bernard 8hcm as a Clerk, By 
Himself In The Clerk, January, 1908. 
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Moasart; and of Mermide from Bizet, besides finding in 
Berlioz an unconscious interpreter of Edgar Allan Poe. 
When I was in the schoolboy adventure vein, I could range 
from Vincent Wallace to Meyerbeer; and if I felt piously 
and genteelly sentimental, I, who could not stand the pic- 
tures of Ary Schclfer or the genteel suburban sentiment of 
Tennyson and Longfellow, could become quite maudlin over 
Mendelssobn and Gounod. And, as I searched all the music 
I came across for the sake of its poetic or dramatic content, 
and played the pages in which I found poetry or drama 
over and over again, whilst I never returned to those in 
which the music was trying to exist ornamentally for its 
own sake and had no real content at all, it soon followed 
that when I came across the consciously perfect art work 
in the music dramas of Wagner, I ran no risk of hopelessly 
misunderstanding it as the academic musicians did. In- 
deed, I soon found that they equally misunderstood Mozarh 
and Beethoven, though, having come to like their tunes and 
harmonies, and to understand their mere carpentry, they 
pointed out what they supposed to be their merits with an 
erroneousness far more fatal to tbeir unfortunate pupils 
than the volley of half-bricks with which they greeted Wag- 
ner (who, it must be confessed, retaliated with a volley of 
whole ones fearfully well aimed).’^* 

Although he did a good deal of accompanying, especially in 
the days of his intimacy with the Salt family, he never really 
mastered the instrument. Once, in a desperate emergency, he 
supplied the place of the absent half of the orchestra a.t a per- j 
formance of 11 Tromtore at a People’s Entertainment evening : 
at the Victoria Theatre— -and, luckily, came off without disaster. ; 
To-day he goes to his little Bechstein piano, a relic of the first j 
Arts and Crafts Exhibition, and fearlessly attacks any opera or ^ 
symphony. He is his own Melba, his own Plan^on, too, thanks, j 
as hii wife pathetically explains, to “ a remarkable power of » 
making the most extraordinary noises with his throat.” Kfe j 

* Tho B$Ugim of tho PkmofoHo^ ta tte PoHvdgMty Boview, February, 5 
laoA I 



even revels in the pianola ! And I have shared his enj oyment in 
his own rendition of a Chopin nocturne upon that remarkable 
mechanical toy. 

Bernard Shaw would have been a model young man at the 
desk but for the fact that, like Nathaniel Hawthorne at the 
Boston Custom House, like Ibsen at the apothecary’s shop in 
Grimstad, his heart was not in the thing. “ I never made a pay- 
ment,” he once frankly confessed to me, “ without a hope or 
even a half resolve that I should never have to make it again. 
In spite of which, I was so wanting in enterprise and so shy and 
helpless in worldly matters (though I believe I had the air of 
being quite the reverse), that six months later I found myself 
making the payment again.” 

There gradually came to him a consciousness of the futility of 
his life, the consciousness of one who has been freed of illusion. 
In this young boy was none of the soft-blarney, the winning and 
dulcet melancholy, of the proverbial Irishman. He escaped that 
mystic influence of Homan Catholicism, which produces the 
phantast, the dreamer and the saint. Calvinism had taught him 
that “ once a man is born it is too late to save him or damn 
him ; you may ‘ educate ’ him and ‘ form his character * until 
you are black in the face ; he is predestinate, and his soul cannot 
be changed any more than a silk purse can be changed into a 
sow’s ear.” In the atmosphere of the Island of the Saints — 
that most mystical of all mystical things ” — he learned to 
realize the barrenness of all else in comparison with the supreme 
importance of realizing the purpose of his existence on this 
earth. 

Hence it was that his work and position finally became unbear- 
ably irksome, unendurable. London imperativ^y beckoned to 
him. That way, perhaps, lay freedom from the obsession of 
hated respectability, freedom from repression of his convictions, 
freedom for self-development and spiritual expansion. At the 
age of twenty, this raw Irish lad, wholly ignorant of the great 
world, walked out of his ofllce, and threw himself recklessly into 
London. There, immediately after the death of His sister Agnes 
in the Isle of Wight, in 1876, he joine(J his mother in la hitte. 
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pour la vie.* There he was to set the crystalline intellectual 
clarity, the philosophic consciousness of the brilliant Celt, into 
sharp juxtaposition with the plodding practicality, the dogged 
energy of the complacent Briton. There he was to find the 
arena for his championship of those advanced movements in art, 
music, literature and politics, which give significance and char- 
acter to the closing quarter of the nineteenth century. 

In these early years we may discern in Shaw the gradual birth 
of the social consciousness, the slow unfolding of deep-rooted 
impulses toward individualism and self-expression. Like other 
boys of his day and time, Shaw melted lead on Holieve, hid 
rings in pancakes, and indulged in the conventional mummeries 
of Christmas. But to him these were dreary, silly diversions, 
against which his nature rebelled. He once refused to celebrate 
Shakespeare’s birthday — for the very good reason that he had 
never celebrated his own. In the conventional sense, he was 
never “ reared ” at all : he simply “ grew up wild.” No effort 
was made to form his character: he developed from within, 
strangely aloof in spirit from the healthy gaieties of the normal 
lad. Thus was bred in him, even at an early age, a sort of 
premature asceticism which left its indelible mark upon his 
character. The puritanic convictions which have animated his 
entire life find their origin in the half-instinctive, half-enforced 
aloofness of his childhood days. 

Shaw was not brought up, as we might expect, a Noncon- 
formist ; he was a member of the Irish Protestant Church. He 
rebelled against the inhuman repression, the meaningless ritual- 
ism of his church; but the influences of his home, nevertheless, 
left their impress upon his nature. His whole long life is an 
outcry of soaring individualism against repressive authority; 
and yet the puritan intensity in condemnation of self-indulgence, 
the ascetic revolt from alcoholism, speaks forth unmistakably 
in the humanitarian, the vegetarian, the teetotaller of a later 
epoch. 

* Mr. Shaw’s other sister, Miss Lucy Carr Shaw, was the immediate 
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Tlir innr»!nr»l still rufi^t if ut jiifiii} nr«»tc®{«fili»in nf |ii» 
fotiml r%j»rrm»«..ii tfi !»• in»V!'4t, vrl rini»rmi»lv athrislir |ir»lr»l 
ll»r rrli*,^i<»ii I»f aiitl Hmtkvy. In 114* iiucl«rinu» 

|»r«lr*t «r rail «r!»r.‘rlv r%|»*-rt t*» fimf mtrt t»f fUBhiml ruts 

, it !• f{w fii’al Isiifil «t« fjirti »jf jjj^ l»fr, rjirlv Wf 

tt|»>>rrn* tlir Wiirkisiy** »*f t»f 1'rslu‘iftin rtinl 

I»rf*jrr l»r htitl ri»Tr Irff In«li auji. i^rf* I fiiiirV* lir fell 

filifit %!irr«j||-« wf a »|rr|«-r |»ri»tral«nl failh. In fliftl 

|»r»»trst, »r ilisri-rii m f*»rr» ti«I uf tJir fur turiinng untl 

’i%r Sk itwtng *#|» «»f llfiiiji’i# 

'riirimii i»|»«»n !«* imn rrMnirrrs, »i»afiii|f wsth lti« frlbws »««# 
ul III*- »lp»lr»t««r «f j«ijth» |ir ilrvr!- 

niwti a tni«ti*r»l|- t»f juii^Mirnt # »lrl.<i*-|ii«rtst in iib»rrv«,t$tiii* t»tit 
t»f »!l !« liia |ii» |«tiriliiiu*m 

III rptiilrMitiafiMW tif lltp •«*-»«! »rlf riglitriHiafir*# ||r ww 

»rtitiiiil liiMi* tlir siiatsiirliMM* m» •ii«rj»ly ilrawii «f» line*, nut iif 
»««!»*■ iilital ««rtls» l»tfl i»f Miri«l ati«l 

itrrF*ljiig itmi A‘M|i#r«rt#» in »|nrji lir tiricribw 

tlif! iiirtii Ilf tiir si»rwl m m |nerp iif ttiitn- 

: it rlwiignl tlir rliilil iiili* t|» Tll^fr Wft* 

ftirriiilf at wml, mtihm iii«» llir |r«%-rii t»f tim iatrr rrtwln- 

tiim t.»f inir ««« uf roiitirtiijii w».» 

m imtmif tfniljtiiin «sni i»rrii#||r- fit Ifw nulilrriillt rrftlitfy 
m HitftW t»«l iirrsi Irmirr i»f llir ** l>rMI|H-|«rft ** ; «t|i| »|| titr fiiitr ■ 
Iwtilii rmtiiry iwtr uf Himn\ titirlr® ■#«* llir flr#t |•rc»tr»tatlt 
|»r»r*l »f» lrrl«iwl »|i»* r«ii!riirf l«* tlir tif i»i# rtnn > 

it! rrrr*t» tiwlarrif in fgitmir mf Il««tr lliiir. Itv 

lirritaifr, Iif liy llefllfliftl Hlw* 

tirtlitsrii |« ills lifr tfis! irilriwily of 

rtifitirtiiifij lli«l ilr|tlli uf rofirrrn, ||i#t |ias»*iuii luf 

wtiirlt will f«f rtrr ffPiiiaiij «*■•«*• wfipci *illi lii» iwtnr. 
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***1X7111*'^ liki yi»i4 irtl f«fl itsrlsfiwl ta wrilr? ** Hhww wai 
▼ V tiiirr ** t nrvrr frit tnrliiirsi t« writr* wiif ntuff* 

tlt*itt I rvrr frit ifirliiliii le* tift-atla-,'* wb,s bi» |.H’’fvrrsr rr|.il^V. 
** I frit ifKiiiitil Itt tlraw ; Mirlturf Ari|frl« was tnv b«ji*h iilriil. 
1 fvli t» l«» * wirkr*! barsfittir iii an whrit I grrw 

iitll. Ilf tiiy mriirr ifii|nilw» |»iriirj anrl lif||hwf«ti|f 

Yiiil «*■«’» «• 1 I wm |>rrfrrtlir wril awftpr that 

wmm *11 rictpliiiiial uifl. But tl nrvrr iirriirml In 
lilt llwl fwy litrmfj mwv *m f?xrr|»tit»w*l. 1 ga¥r tti» wimir 
wiirlii riftlit fur it, fart i*, Itirrp i» tiotiiifig 

iwtliipif |»«rtfriilirl| in a fwliiral fartillj to 

tt» ftian wlw» ti»s it. attialrwr, tlir rwlirrtof, tl»t rwlhlli«*l 

ill ati ®rt» i» tin? »«« wim krks tlir f«rtilty for |irtif|yrlfig it. 
Tilt I'MwIlftti t© t» « wililirr i tlir llaurliii »««!« to 

Iw * •-ftilwr; llir fell WMil* l« iy, »fiti llip Writ l« «i»irn. H«, I 
iirtrr to wrlt». I know tittw, uf tlw valor atiil 

tilt trarrity tif tip ilttfATf Ctlw-‘Wgt» I tliiwk it otrr- 

r«t«i| ; liMt I *lill dbft’t it,** Aiol lir wiWttl: ** Vo« rwnot 
wMil m liiiti® mmtl hmm It* Iw.** 

Tiiat Plwi» fliii mmt tn writ#, litiwfimr, i* iiliow© tif 

llie »tit|«iitrlii^ ttf tl^ «rtt»tir wiimmI In tip iuMginalitr 

t»y, Wfett ^ mm •tiiall* lir rofiri*rt«l m ilnirl itory «ii4 
will It lo mifitf l»y** *l»t»at a tiiwi willi « 

piB mtlMpking ««« Iti llir til#© of Hup Ikmfti. I« afirr 

|v*ri, *|iirili«l iml III* Mitth «t tlfe tinp* Ilir gun 

wm tip ffmtm of Tt» ttiiwt'iir of rhil«lli»o4 


fcl lii* twir#f»f* fmtnd mrfttiivm to tt» liptrlMfiinml of 

mwfy fcftiilif ollpr tl«fi »ritlfig. lit* li«ttr» 

•|»«t in li^ iimikfy »f bk ftinly of tlw 

it#»tiir» of It«li#« art# ilW tiliw W'ltli ifeilrt to i» mMimf 
Am^hi Imt hfi r»iiiilfi*t tib^ !lr©wni«g* Bl»«r 


(JHOUGK BKHXAHD SHAW 


be a miisieitui. ll«- luusir from thr rising of tlw iun imto 
the going down of the sniiir; hr kftrw wh«|r iqwrm «id uraiorkm. 
He wanted to hr a nnisiriiiri, Imt ronldn^t pkj ; l« l«» m iJriuimtir 
singer, but had no Yoirr. Tlir farilr rwm|iirr«r of rvrrv litrrary 
domain, mocked in later life with ihr iirru».»ti«ri «f In-ing n sort 
of literary Jaek'of«all-tradrft, )xm only inw^lrd na a youth U* 
discover in hiitiirlf a singie fwaniiiiig 
A cmHual remark of wn arcjuaintmiirr first slarlletl Shaw, thiui 
in his terns, into recogntiioii of tin? far I tlwt hr krknl any «af i 
of final conscioUKiics* in rrganl to hi* t.»w»i «nti dwtitij. 

The apprenliee In the laml «|p*«ry tiffirr, eight or irti y«»ar* 
Shaw’s senior, who wng, ’* AK ki- ’* with »tich dmiltj 

effect, one day Impimiwl to ol»rw that rtrry young fellow 
thinks Uiat he i« going io \w m giml tmm wiilil l«? » twenty. 
”The shock tlmt thii jpv© nte/* Mr. Sfi«w ««» Iw 

me with perfect n&wtl, mm tudiiriily «w«w* thul thi» 

was my own precite intonlioint. But «. wry brief roit^iclrraliofi 
reassured me—why, I dirn’t kwi*; tar I rouW ilw luilhifig th«t 
gave me the inmlhwt ho|» at »»ki«g gotxl my r»tm clii.»}hritlit>fi 
of myself at one of the worki to which Hlwllry and «ri«l 

Praxiteles and Aliclmel Angido Won^rl, auiI m Ititally ftirpi|C» 
to the plane on which kml agml* kl»ur«<l.** 

In Cuthel B^rm*s Prof 0 *»h»^ tlw hrro, « pri»«llghtrr, nr- 
marks that it i« not wlwt a riwo would life» to do, but wh*t 
can do, tlmt he must work at i« tiM «r#rW. N*ttirall|’ miiug’lt, 
Bernard Shaw, the young i«l in liit i«efi§, l«il lu'jt yet r«w# tt» 
any sort of artistic 8l»w tii»y ti« iwitl tit 

have spent half of hi# life in ll» wjurcb for thm llllitna Tltttl» 
of what he cmM do. And it » by tB» mmm* 
froffli the lesson of hii tmmfr, tliat l» ka* yet iliicotef«l all o# 
his capabilitiw, {'ertatn it ii I.-ImiI, *1 tlii* foruMtit# itt 

his eaner, he had found only «»; Ih# ishllity t# wot 

write-»-booki. Mr. Shaw mm pkttir«l for »# h» »l«to of 
dejection at this time over hit »d itti?oiti|wt«ie*»* 

“What was wrong with we tbitt wm tl» want ©f 
the d.ifid«Bct, th« cowardk# of ig»r*Bui* mi Hu? duffer,. 
What ia?td m-t wai my ct>j#ic»iit^*i llt«t I tnwt fcani to tl« 
something— that iiotlikg but tte of ifcti, of 

it 



tsf t« •Imrlk »«« «f ut*'. ITtif ipri «f a|ilr«i$t> 

wlin.'li uiy nmsiiia wrm«! t«i ilrrivr from Hir roiwttmtfltsa tint 
tlinr grrat grrAl j|r»nilf»l|}rf iiml mlmt Iwn ^nmt-grcmt' 
li;riii«if**tlirr «»f Hir HolwrI of lltitiiy F»f|, wa,i clftiirii to 

inr. Vmi I’iifitiot. Im* tm l»V rviMotr harwirtt if 

tirlong l«t I hr rrj»ylilir of art. I wits rltrimiratly and 

rvrti ttwrrahir Watw? I riiid«lti‘t dit iiriytliing. It ii 

tnir llial I riiiiltl krrji Mr. 'rowtislirtHr#! «t«l tb«t I firtpr 

lirramt nf il ; »iui rifK-f yrttfi tliifr ifwilr uir nwftfr tfimt 

ttmny «f *i»jr wrtislir fr«ta iii*y |.«» fr*# liigWy nlmwtrtl in tbf 
iKMiia Ilf llmirdmn Aiigri tlwm ||ii» |irMn#ir »riiir¥iinn»nt i 
liyl «l tfiw liifw it rinintitl for lr«» llmfi ttiithiiig. It w«« « 
f«r wb*l I fiatril , «ri*l liw iiotioit iif itiy |ir»ftrip«l 
nrlitftlly tfw » Ictiititotikl to itiy r®rii*ney m a r«*liier 

«t» III r»|iil»dioii Ilf r«gf' liwit w»»tiitil twrply 

|«rrvrr»r tti iity iinfortiifiiitr fatlirr,*’* 

III tlir*r il«y« of iiMrlirtikl® frvwlt rtirn*fil rvli^lcHii 

ftftil w-iriiii iiicals* Hli»w •4»fn«|io» fmtttil m% milkt for Ibiit nwllt* 
itig k**’* «f Ids %n$f»t» «l»srli »«» oiw fky lii |itir»l fortli wilti 
siirli .«kriii}ii^ ri"rrt, Uliiwk firil work* wai 

ilw f«rtlir«giit Ifritrr in trnkik in wWrb bp •awg’lit to 

strut I lie fwrrr iif tlir ir*l gfr»l Mtwiy mtil by 

llir Afiiitiiiftn-'tiiriit lliiil }iwl frti«ttnr«| rrli^ifia 

« I ll»iil« tlii* ftiiigl© fitililir tmt for bi« iiiwirgwrv, 

II# II*! fwiinii, ill flw frkiitl«tii|» of a kimlrwl spirit «f lifingiim- 
liw trtfi|*Fr»itit»iil, tlw for lltr ©f all IIi«j 

tItJtili*, Iwpe* Ami Ilf flit A»«l rwoiiitlofwry 

Will* mm of lib •Irtirk wp 

m rtirkiiii fr»fitl«tiip : iMi fellow, WdmmftI MeHtilly, wm* 

«ftrr»*r»ia lii»«n ** «tiltiiir of Mklkwr Tk^ Sim 

©f a ikmmmit »ml tliff« iwry ortgiiml »»ii trry 

mmrkmhh of Irbti lilt*, tiotli Itoyi 

tmmiwrmnwmU., •Hfl I.Wr gnw pfmmlm of ri|*rfli»^ 

into clo^ ftfiil k*li»g frburiiliip. lint dwtsniilAftrw 
tl^fii Ml t^l* «.H«r llwlf itlwttbfaft, tlwy mm wry 

littfe of «l^r. MrNitif »» All in ilw ll*»i mt 

* 1 ^i» hm^ mm 
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Ireland, and Imd bmi drafted ItJ tin* Xewrv hmnrh of the 3n«ti“ 
tution, while Hhaw, m we wnn in .Mr, 'rtiwimhrrtd’a huul 

office in Dubliiu DurinfC I'eriod uf thrir between 

Shaw’s fifteenth 3»id twentieth yvnrh, they kept tsp n tmnendoiiH 

- ^ 4 » • At i i \ i i . 


literary energy wluen usutuiy protnieen enriy wurKu, i lie mi - 
incnse lettcra, atniietinieH illu^trAtrti ■with er»«le drawirig-a and 
enlivened by brief dnunas, whirli eiune ninl went with earh pcint, 
served as “ exhausts *’ fur the atiiH'rfiuuus ulmin uf thrir liternrv 


I believe that Shaw ptrpciratfd one more lung cmfrnpmukmvt, 
this time with an unnamed English kdy» whtwe ferwnlly 
inative novels would have made her known, Hhaw onrr ««sertrd, 
had he been able to persuade her to make her naiiw’ piihlir, cir 
at least to stick to the mtm |»rn name, instead of rhani^itig’ it 
for every hook. Shaw also niailr mir valuatilr arc|tti»intanrr nt 
this time through the accident t»f condng to lodge in the anwe 
house with him. Tin?* was risichrstrr HelJ, of the f«mtly of 


Graham Bell, the inventor of the tclr|tlinnr, and » nt»|jhi*w 
of Melville Bell, tlie inventor of the phonetic *rrfpt kftfiwn hr 
V isible Speech. The autfiwr of the Mamhird KIwmIkmmi, lid- 
Chester Bell’s father, whom Btww h«» drscritwd »« by fur the 
most majestic and Imposing looking man that ever lived on 
this or any other planet, wm tin* rlonilion priifr*iitir in two of 
the schools attended hy Hli»w in hi* youth, the W«|pyan Vim- 
nexional, now Wesley (ollegr, nttrndanrr «t which* wc mmf 
be sure from Shaw’i c«»e. by no iiipani impli«l 
Although ft qualified phypirian, C1iifbt*trr Bell did nnl rare for 
medical practice, ami had in (#erm»fiy, wtweinf h© devoted 
himself to the study of chiinijitry and physic* in llit »rb«»ol 
of Helmholte, Hhaw’» intrrrwir«r with Bell provwi to be of 
great value to him. They studied and wbife 

* Cf. John BuWm Ottm’ tiktmt; Pref«w p, *vll. 



Hlww «t«l tiwt Irarn Ilnliati with aiij fiiiiil hr 

Irftriwtl « M*"****^ *^*'** * ^ rUr,. I liirfly alwilit «|,|Ki |J«tllll|«gJ. 

Jt wti» li»r«s«||li l»i» if*ii wills Itrli ttwl hr fiiiil roitw l»» 

rr»ti *'»«**i 'I‘r»nissr«is‘a “ t Lr«-tiirf#.** ftiit flrll 

i* ti» Iw" rr«»’s»ihrr*-»l I jsi rrlrtli^m In Sitfiw, «» hr*t ratling 

hj» »rrmii» »tfrsjli*‘« in W«i| 4 i«rs. ilisrnvrmi tfwl 

tirll, itt’ t»r|,| 8}i h$^lt rr||4ri!» rtifstllirrril W«|^rr 

II grrsit r»»SH|»t«r r , hr {|l niirr }Htnj|ht a %-s»r 4 l sritrr «|* 
whirli rlMt»rr»| In Ilf llw nuly »^fsi|s|s‘ In Ik' fiaii iil llir Dulihfi 
llllSBtr tisis «»otj}s-nt siatc* Ifjr rdficrf tif lhr rr- 

MJtiair rrilM', •§»«»» sti «sftrr hfr, swriil N«r*lniil 

tiff llir firiti Willi tn» atjsl jiMwwwrraliir ilrfriirr nf Iht? 

fti»*trr liinliicr «»f tiit«|rr*i msi«tr. i*'Mr llir fir*t fr« |«r* «f 
i,ttk^-mgrm rt«i«|iir!r!t rttfi%-rrtrfl lulls, Hr imrsirtimirly IwrMiiP, 
«tni r%'rf afti-? « rrinaifirtj, tl»r ** IVrfrrt Wil||‘lirritr.*'* 

*iitr ilat® nf lurfitfr lir »rftl In a* Wp 

il«%'r tern, arrfr lir tmight trt |miw ticiWft 

t« |»ri»|»rscl»rt rr*|»rrt«l»sl*l t. Hist in In* ** iitifttfliinidf' 

rls»l4btit**i/' *• Isr r^ll* 8i, li« israfi •** »«» wirr^rtirfiit** tlimt Iw 
»wrrtlt lwl«l, «tisi frlirlirti ii||as«*l, Mtrfr rr»|J«*r|«lii|«t y , In 
#ftrr life, he ftniiiti il ii«|i-wM4iIr It* r»|»fr».« llir rrlirf willi wliirli 
itr ilwrwtrfTsi llt«t lis* iirail mn» nil «|o#i^ •ful tll»t tl»r 

mrrrfit fr#|»rrl*i»!lil t »»f l*» *lay i» ** ««llpis|| lit»l « Itts^ ifiVrr*ioii 
Ilf ri^iitr*»ii» •tsil •rirfslillr **«*«! tsrtlrf »rllrrsfi^ ill lliftlwiMty* 

winrft, «liti iiiliitsr »«,%!*' iif 

wUrrfit ti|»|w»rtiinit t fwf iiwltlc *fiil Mf*t llir 

Imil III* lf%ir «»| •*,» *|wiiya 

fir Iwti %m% ftwrli iisuglil iMit !» fprn^iSfr llir futility of lhr 
f^ort l« frffirtii i III# tfiirif »«* ifii|irr 

iilfiai *|«| ftmitti it* frw«»t In fnisiiiiwlitiff aisti 

pffiiit r«iirrr«sfi|f lltr iittwnrifil 

Iffii t#f rl**» iM'iil rfvrti rrrr«|, li** 

tea ttiorttftiiliy : 


** If I tt»t iisffrfwl fr«*« tiling* ill llty r|»si*lli«J<l, 
I ritiiy ^««|I #«t ti^-tfs. l‘o «« €*ilt • 

li titilliing Itiil rtwimif in tt»r »|»rrtnrir wf « fur* 

lorti of in • C'iittiolir rtwiiitflf , W 


nxKti. 



by a njiniafuri' |>lut»»ri'nt-v of !*!orkhf*|ilrr*, ilurhir?* «i»; 
laiui ngfut^t iUi‘l |ty thnt arrtiuri of thf 

gmtry "•'bo hi*** lira^sly »sorl||Mgrtl h» r«rii|H‘ t« 

(Ion, playiuK « foinrl timl im i 4 r«sttt»rr»ry with tit* 

assistancr t»f thf imfortttjiafr r\iir iaIj,, hn* t*»'rn j»-rrsiirt-tlr«l 
lo arcopt thr p*»s‘t of Jtjr«i liruiniaiif . *1**1 tlii» prrlmrr, 

involving n prtnligam^ ««<! ly«ig, m t«» ifirnttir* 

and till* .Huoial slHialuig »»f frifilioir*, arr sarrsfirtnl 
iship, fst-lf ri-H|Hrt, Cm-daMi «f llnni|||st, *it»rrrily nf rliKf* 
actor, ami all thr mtlilira of lifV, il% ^otarlfs gutnini^ it$ 
return the hoMtilr i-^itriitigrujrrit of llir gr«-i»t u( Ihrjr 

fellow etnud rjiiirii, amt »i tlwir im« tlir 


enough, the power of art. ** *\iy tnwltirr, m it liii|if.M‘iir<l* ii««l 
a considerable taleiit to t*rdrr t« r,%rrri*r it »rri«iiisl^ 

she had to aworiiite with oliirr pr«|ilr who lwt| riiii»iritl lalrfil. 
My drat ehiklhh dmihl a* to »ii*'t|»rr rwiild rrnllf 1^* a 
Protoitant wan atiggr»trd by t«*y tdwrvutiMii uf ||ir lirplorwhl# 
fact that the IwaI voiet** avj|j|iililr fs^r ei*irtl>in.atiiin with iiiv 
inother^s in the Wifrk» «f the .grriit rtmiptwr* iw4 Iwn uM^r- 


vocalists were undmiiddy rtmnrelrfl with frt«ii trwslrd" 

The situation in whirli Mr«. Hlww found lirricll itflTrmt #♦« 
fdternativc. There wa-n «« hrip for it ; if my ittollirr w«» t«» 
do anything but »ing silly in druwiit^’reM'wn* »|ir ti«dl 

tOMBoekte her»t?lf on an entirely re|ittlilir«n »illi |ir«p.|» 

of nice arttstic gifti, without tlic’ #fn#i|c#t to wf 

clasi, Nay, if she wished to take |«rt in tlw of llitftifi 

and MoM^rl, which had not thrn Ik'^h iilie 

ally p^nut herwlf to be* appff*>«rlw*ti liy Ktitnan 
and Win, at their invitidiHu, |«» frnlrr'tlwl |»tiie Jhbiml, tt»® 
Roman Catholic chajK*! (in Irelafid the wortl rliitrrii, m» 


I4)NIK)N 


nfjd trtkr Hurt sfj llinr srrvir»-». ,\ll i»f wtnrli it-il In tlir 

i'ij*r«»%rrv, Iwrtl t»» %-trihi at tlml a UtHsiiifi |irir'*t 

fs»illit rtj4r«'s-«i»Ir iiiut rult in alfil t% « l*rttir»|jitil 

sM|*l»<icjrii, III ilrfiMur*' of r%|irr?riit’r, iilwai’i 

to t«‘ , aJui, 8« alioirt, .lost ||jr ?iotu»n ilia! lln- 

of eoru-fv «'oj rr^liosairti to nisv rra) laioHin iii»lifirlii»tii 

wa« »* igiior.'Utl |wr«U’m«?s, |f t» ihiil wliirtl 

liitiils isirM t«» «n« ant*ll«rr, aio! ?rfr!s|^jou limt alarh 

thm iiHi'st t ify Ilia! t fouiol fjgr fi-!8||u»f} of s«sv I'oujfitrv ill 

it« W8iis»ral ||r«ssi» iiioi ii» urrli||tf*t4 tij $la rharr|jra ami lirawiiig'*' 

ft «ii« tinrfTitsu roMinsots %r8}«r *in tisr ir 

«riHMr«T»irr »« I hr ®olr solutiofs of ^ |*rohlrni uf 

whirls rr%rjil® tsoilhrr to ua «a iSjj- iiarrrsi from whiiiii 

Im' ilrfs%r4 lua ilrlrr«osml»rm, anil lt»» fifus iirip t»n |»riirtir«l 
liffasra. li» markril i-oritsashaljiu'lnm to Ixr, Mr®. Shaw lumlr 
no rofir* assono to fashion, firmly ailhrriitu in lu-r iim»!rf*« nhJ 
rm'thml m all st® Shr »»lh rmofilrtr 

iHiwIrfirr of maisio-r «iul «|H-a-rl4 in llir inmir of an Irith l^tlj 
r«iif r«sntr*l wslh I'lnulwfi inroiilr o|»ri*ly ilr^^rnlnn^ thriiiw|%‘r:« b* 
ItSlilillr rlaas,** Ois arriMinl «»f Iloa »-|»arar!rfia!ir st«lr|wi*nt.lrnrr 
Itrr lif*t r %|trr4ri»»'r« ill «rrr tjiiforliinatir «iin| 4i»lirartrn ’ 

jfi^. K«t illitii fthr lw||a«. lo trarh rlioifa m »|gtt %|if rfitrr 

I hr ‘»f r««is|»i*-Sr ®nrr»-#a, *rht- rr«s|lt» «>hr protlsiml 

ill tlirar Slfwlrf l#li oi||a ao |i|r«r«| llir sn8|*rrl«»r& ailrl 

lirtsl«rly ihr |fcarriiil« s«l thr |«ri#r *|#alrilmtnm» tlwl lltp ltr«l 
»rfr rlM»s.l||h Ip Irl Isrr g** lirf tlWR Wmy, 

Quite « rpnrlif»5«r |4ri*«f of h-rf alnliiy 4* f»iiin*i «n tlir f«rt tl»«l 
lhi» •mnmm, «wl tonnn imn«|wl 

mm m Ifws ««rkrtl at l|*«sl fatiiwii iiimirm 

inatsltitiwit, lli« Scfwol for Clirl** lint?! 

f^rriillf. at*tsr« *iir tiinyis! to rrlifr for tl»r »€ifiir 

mmmm tis»t »!» stM|i|mi •inning: !« for triah »rfi«r of InmmMr 
Ilirfr *n* «l| rirtiirfil *if tfo mlirsiiMtl# III « fifal-r*!# 

l»%5isg *ti *il«i »f fol*r^-n *rtrftly tinl rsnhly »«t» 

« siltrh «im| r«fisltirl w risnif. Ittil II. flry«li!| tfo |trttt= 
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Shaw’s early struggles in London. No rapt listening to the 
songs of rival nightingales, Keats and Shelley, as with Brown- 
ing; no impetuous and clandestine marriage, as with Sheridan; 
no roses and raptures of la me Boheme, as with Zola. It is, 
instead, for the most part a tale of consistent literary drudgery, 
rewarded by continual and repeated failures. The rare and 
individual style of the satirist, the deft fingering of the drama- 
tist were wholly undeveloped, and even unsuspected, during this 
tentative period in his career. He turned his hand to various 
undertakings — to musical criticism, to versifying, to blank- 
versifying, to novel-writing; but all equally to no purpose. 
Asked once what was his first real success, he replied : “ Never 
had any. Success in that sense is a thing that comes to you 
and takes your breath away. What came to me was invariably 
failure. By the time I wore it down I knew too much to care 
about either failure or success. Life is like a battle ; you have 
to fire a thousand bullets to hit one man. I was too busy firing 
to bother about the scoring. As to whether I ever despaired, 
you will find somewhere in my works this line : ‘ He who has 
never hoped can never despair.’ I am not a fluctuator.” His 
self-suflSiciency, even at this time, was proof against all discour- 
agement. Perhaps he found consolation also in the saying: “ He 
who is down need fear no fall.” 

Shaw never experienced any poverty of spirit, of determina- 
tion, or of will; his poverty was pecuniary only. Until the 
time of his marriage he remained secure from the accusation 
of being the mould of fashion or the glass of form. While the 
Shaw of matrimonial respectability bears all the marks of his 
wife’s civilizing influence in the matter of a costume de rigueur 
— fashionable clothes, patent-leather boots, and even, on rare 
occasions, a “ stiff ” collar — his dress in the late seventies and 
for twenty years thereafter was usually, like that of March- 
banks, strikingly anarchic. His outward appearance, as some- 
one unkindly remarked, suggested that he might be a fairly re- 
spectablerplasterer ! “ Now,” said Shaw in 1896, “ when people 
reproach me with the unfashionableness of my attire, they forget 
that to me it seems like the raiment of Solomon in all his glory 




I trsiitiiml fttv ruffs !» tlir i|iiirk with •riiiort* ».«tl w«w « lall 
hat tiutmi bkrk rwit, grmt wsih tlrrai*/* l|yt tlir |mi¥“ 

ertj *»f whirli this altirr vtun !hr ttiitward, vtsibir *igll w«» 
” »|i»rtri*'s-» tjf rfisli/' *« i»iiuirr*iiis |H’r»»«al muhibrrrirr* *hti»** 
h’ftifU liir *|r|irr»K}«|| alyi ilrVltaliiliii^ rffrr t.« of ** r«'itl |Kivrrtir ** 
hf w«* rioiunli tij frrr liimsolf, it* the fulhiwriiig aut«- 

l«i>||r»pi»iral rtuifliinsre rlrarlj rvitirtires: 

** Whilat I am itwt siirr that the want of iiuuiry Iwmri a 
IHior «»« «i«rr than tlir tif it laisir* » rirli tine* 

I mil »urr that Ihr rlsaa ^ |«rh Ii«» tllr wtiel 

|irpjittlirr« «u»l *»f thr rirh witlwml its motirj* anti 

thr |*«%rrt^%' of tin- |««ir ihr frerthnn tti mnow 

IMitrrIj iti •hwrtf llir |w«|ilr »Imi g« tu thr tlwatm 

licratpr lliejr r«titwl af’tinl the utalls «iiii nrr ttt 

Iw? »rrfi itt tlir gttllerj-- «rr lltr iif ttll. T« !« Ofi 

llie iImwh ||ra*l«- tmm Ihr iumrgmmh mml llir 

Ifriitrf t« Ihr muhr nt wiiirli lltr yoiingrr *«n*» great” 
grafiil»«*M nbr* ii|i llir «lrti||glr l«» krrp nfi »f»|»r*r«firt?« ; 
Iti liatr til** |»rrtr*8rF tif m rtiltUfe willwnt thr rvalitjr iif it* 
to rwakr tlirrr hiiiwimi }«Hifwl« as jr*r look like right hwn« 
tlrril |*nMfnh i« frrlftiiil Of Hrolliifiii; *»r litp hwficlrrti fmuntli 
kmA likr miip fMmtMl* in ; t« l»r w.|ymt«l 

firithrr «t tlw ItMant HrliiM*! and Itw llirktm*k rinr «t III# 
|fiiitrr*ity, htil «l mhiip rtiltrii pritmlv wltenlurr ararlswtij 
for tlir Miiw tff grollriiirfi • l«» tr^ to itwitilaift « i«iert 
rirrle li|' nrititling all liir frunkly |mi|jlr from it* 

mill tlieti llfiil IImsI nil tlir rnsil of l|ir worlil rtrltiifca Jtni 
tlwl i» iwvrftf «t il« fiiiiit tlniiinwliie ; amt yrt from that 
|»ittrft|' * grral lira! *if Mur litrriitMrt mmI jotirii«li»«t h« 
»|intrig. Think «f thr frighlfiil litpiiitittlititi «f tlu' Imy 
llirkrti* ill tlir likckifig w«rrii<»ttir, »f«l liii lifiilying rr*riit» 
iiirnt «f ist« w«iiliti|| iiiiti to •l«|' tlirrr «1I m% 

« fwint of gmlrrl tiwuttiir. Ttiiiil of Tfallofir, «t ««| 

willi tii-iIra in lii# triiiiiifW, hi* 

f«lhrr rrnilil iiwt tii with » iw»ti« 
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the ric*h; awl that I® Ihr vi-n' 

wrt of pavrrij r«tt 1 ^' ritr«-«l !»% whakiii^ tiff il,# 

idea»~cuttmg Jtiiir ctwt iirr«ir»ls!i|^ li» ymu rli*fls, «iiii nr*! 
ftccortling t» tlw cliitli uf Vimr fiiliirr% ,*rr*»n*| tlw 

burOWL At I liwrr %*f ir^iS Itl rri»rlii*»|| 

ttioie yew, and ftimily slwwk llinsi nff prrtiv rt««|ilriri> * I 
cannot my tlwt I liitvt tiiiirh r^fM-rirwrc tif r»-«| 

quite tk* eointmry.** * 


With that comic f«ir 

ragiHJUi premricatwfi, Sliaw lia,» rrklrtl lliiii tluriiin thr r*®fs« 
^eaw from 18 T 6 to 18 i 5 hi# «tl»rfiliirr« >» litrruttirr isrllnl l»#w 
the princely mafi of txacliy «t» At flni hr ” " 

for a muiical eritic; hut liii wilirr# Ini to tlir «l 

all the conetrt ttdffrti##mi?iil.« «nil niinwl thr |:i«|M«r ** ^ ** »ls*rli 
died— partly of mt.” II# mhu kgun m I*ky m 

Vi»o, frith tbf laotter of tk kro rrprrtrntrfl 
Ah, if that pkj hut ciiily km fif*i»hr«l? Iliil tirvrr 

riid through ttat cMl«»»ry fwllir* of y»»iig «tiitwr». wfilr*.* »» 
agrti with tki«i who elmmty hi# *,» fiiflir* tif « nr*?*-® 

boy. **l wm alwajt* forltsfialrly tm mw,** Mr. Hlww 
rtraarktd, “a failirt m m Iriier. All i»y tltmipi* at Art r«f 
Art’i s&kf brokt downi It «»« lik liaiiinirrmg lrft|>i«fiiiy i#st« 
ahiitf of nottpiptr,** 

On® fin* it mo mff mmUm to klirfr lilw »li«i lir tril* ***, 
not only tint k wm |»¥iiiiikl* tiii|»rrtml.#lilr. kit, tiMwr iirs»%.ll| 
Iptaking, that bi wmi in iiii|K»<i!i|if « f % 

foWlgn®r*«“Mt IlPlAlMttf til# Itititt tif #il 

khw not fw« through tk U«iwf%itf mill. I mm . . , mmi 
Wllitt«.ted| tat, wliit I wmm ^xmetiy m hmi 

thi Curated Ittgli^rnmn dhi mil Imw, awl trlmi |»« fcwr. | | 

rfiw adn*t know or fiytt*t Hit ^md» mmm m I 

ttllownnet f«r m gr#wi»g yoiin^ nmn, mm • 
k llw m for iiittit ymw. if *# mikicli Wtn | 

iqNl.Wftietaa, at l«m«t w» m» dmmm m will Im ♦»« | 


< f fkkM, % Q. 

' mi. 




«‘rrtjr in In* ftrithwrlicwl r«lry!fiticif»s. Afirr Hliaw twfl hmiinltil 
Ihr rritir «mi his |»Ji|>rr In tin* nrntt*, Mlistiltilrlir 

rrfnmi tt> toIfMlr him rm uny A* thr nine* jrart firti- 

lir linti wip nrtii'lr nrrrufwl hf 3^tf. f#, II. Hiwi* wtiii 
hMii jn»t stnrtwl a sliort-livcil railrif (Pm tmti AU, ** tt 

lirwiighl inr fiftwn sliillitiifii. Fnll »f hw|n’ «nti gratitiitl#, I 
wrolt* A rrnllf tirilliant wmlrtlwlttw. Tlwit inr.** Dtir- 

ing tl»t* |wrii«l. hr rwrJvrit lii« fit*- -ftw |»tnuwls'--- f«*r 

n jwtriit ifirAirinr tttl%*rrti»rirtrftt, m riwinistimrr wtltirh may 
glvr raiiHjr tn Hr. Mrjrrfriti** rarly drrtnfirwti«n «f Hlww 
m a ** fiti Miitttlwr t»rr«ai»fi, a |iut»li«lit*r wkri;l 

Hha* fof »«irtir wfmn t« fit ««innir nitl bWI* wliirli lir IwjI iKiwght 
ii|i fur « «rl*twl prii# ** I wrotr m parmlr »f ttir tiling' 

flip «fiil »int tl •» m joki?. fiiy •tiifirfartiiifi li#» tliiinkfti 

HI# •rriiJW»l|'» aitii |i«ttl tm fitr itiillingi.*” 8h«w wa» m tiiiirtt 
tmtrhrcl t>j Ih# gift i»f §m f«f lii« Ifial tir wrnt# 

thr grtt»rf»iii piiblwlitr « trr» fi»r jiirttir«*. 

With ltw» itErtllng w««ll tl«t tlir ptiltlislirr tiiiil ft a* « jtAp lit 
i|ilritioi»tifc t«»trf I« It «tiy wiinislrr tli«l rurfrr » 

» ¥rr»ifh''r ftliriipllj rfnlrfl? 

Tt»*< «f tlir wrtiatir whirti Hltaw put* in 

tlir iwmitli «if Jtitm T«fwrr--«tt wtiirli Mr, lli»tn?rt 

I^irainr fttnl* tii »iti«rk tiiitrr «>f itiania limit iif 
k a rynimi and diwtortrtl pirtiirr at l»il. And yrt it gww^ 
«s ft rrfwrl«l of itir jHisilitm »hirti HIteiw hliiiiflf 

drliferfftlrlj aiwfiiwi ** Tlw triir artitl*** Taniirr rottl« nUi 
** will lt*t III* wif# fiw rliililmi go liw 

ntothtf dnnige fm W* lining at nvvrnt^, nm*mf lti*ii work 
ftl mijtliitig titit tili Aft, To wwfittii h# It half fivl.-wrlcir, Iwlf 
tawpirr. Hr gfl* intii inliinitr rriition* witli ll«n tii 
tli«n, til •trip ill# tn»«fe tif ronfnttinn fnm ttwin* In *iir|ir$*r 
thtir iniwiit Inowing limt hmp tli# powrr t» nmm 

tiii dw^pNwt erwaliff t»n#rgi«i« to r#«rti© him fwiii tii* rnld 
to ifiafe© hlfii «rr twitiiii aiid drfiiin drfftiiw, to iiwplr# Itiiii* «* h# 
mlh It. Ilf |»rin»fl« wmmm tint tl^y iimf dto thi« f»r llwlr 
WB fmrpw*, «rt»ll»t li« rtiilli itifutii ll»ft tii tin It for liii.** 
Aftrr mttuwpti ** lo mm m hom^ living/* 8t»w pit# 

«p trying to rowniit tlml «!» agmiii'it hli nmlnr#, «• h# jpwtJ It# 
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His last attempt was in 1879, we are told, “ when a company 
was formed in London to exploit an ingenious invention by Mr. 
Thomas Alva Edison — a much too ingenious invention, as it 
proved, being nothing less than a telephone of such stentorian 
efficiency that it bellowed your most private communications all 
over the house instead of whispering them with some sort of 
discretion.” His interest in physics, his acquaintance with the 
works of Tyndall and Helmholtz, and his friendship with Mr. 
Chichester Bell, of which mention has been made, gave him, he 
asserts, the customary superiority over those about him which 
he is in the habit of claiming in all the relations of life. While 
he remained with the company only a few months, he discharged 
his duties in a manner, which, according to his own outrageous 
and comically prevaricative assertion, “ laid the foundation of 
Mr. Edison’s London reputation.” 

After this experience, he began, as he says, to lay the founda- 
tions of his own fortune “ by the most ruthless disregard of all 
the quack duties which lead the peasant lad of fiction to the 
White House, and harness the real peasant boy to the plough 
until he is finally swept, as rubbish, into the workhouse.” Ear 
from being a “ peasant lad,” who climbed manfully upward 
from the lowest rung of the social ladder, he was in reality the 
son of a gentleman who had an income of at least three figures 
(four, if you count in dollars instead of pounds), and was second 
cousin to a baronet. “ I never climbed any ladder : I have 
achieved eminence by sheer gravitation ; and I hereby warn all 
peasant lads not to be duped by my pretended example into 
regarding their present servitude as a practicable first step to 
a , celebrity so dazzling that its subject cannot even suppress his 
own bad novels.” 

Shaw seems intent upon convincing us that, like the artist of 
his own description, he was an atrocious egotist in his disregard 
of others; but we must take his confessions with the customary 
grain of salt. “ I was an able-bodied and able-minded young 
man in the strength of my youth; and my family, then heavily 
embarrassed, needed my help urgently. That I should have 
chosen to be a burden to them instead was, according to all the 
conventions of peasant fiction, monstrous. Well, without a blush 
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I riiil>r*rril Ihr v, I iiJj| mit tlir«w riiywlf into flit 

•Inigi^lr f«»r lifr . I llsrrw my iiiutiirr it. I wm licit « ilA# 
III my fttllwr’s «ili| «||r: | liiittn *»« l*i Ins taili, lili 
wm t« tiv** It! rr«tt II fpvirw «f ©f llw'gr 

iilly fmvris wrilirri ii$ »« tflitriin- jrntftwl by n prmm«l fri«flil 
pf i«y iiwfi Crp»«i rtmtiriil iri Ittrifiltirr »*» Mr. *bils« Marfelpucift 
Ht»lirrt»»«| prrfigiirmn mr t« «ntir r^lrist m rtitisiilrriililf 
«yl|«iir. I t|jt«l, itty*rlf» tlial ll»* w»,« m IwiHlsriiiir rr«‘»rff, tmf 
l^tlrr wfirtli lliflfi ft titrr iwsifemii frmu m iliittful mm 

i*triig|cli«g skiitlily f**r bi* brr«tl m »*w«r swrifid tr»4e. 

«»r ti«t, it mm* llir «i»ly rrlitrii br rvrr Iwil for tb« 
litllr in'tisMin lir- rtwlrivni l« ri|»«ft fr«tii Irrkml fur hi« f*rnilj, 
Mj tiitilbrr rriiiftirrrfl it by «iri«i||’iii|f in tirr rlilrr yr«r» it tbf 
ifl of isiti*ir •litrli *ltr li««i ip tirr |tfiR» frwiy for letvf. 

I ciiilf to it. t*rfni|r *Oiic|rrrfi al my ||t'«rllr*iii€*i; 

0ttr fMiiiig *ntl rtiw^ttllr kilt IimI tbr r«iir«^ to rrjiii»«str«tf 
ofUfiif afiil willi liit*, * for tlir wiiirb,* »t IVfif* 

of tip* *lfr W'lirt frfi|»r«i lit# * I titil 

Itrr.* r«liriii» riiiwii* Iti ni»f«l |«lilib, t ft|r«lily wftitr my iti? 
p«gr« m liny «ti»t tti»ik « in»ii iif iwy^lf (at wy ex-’ 

!»«»♦* I «f m 

In lii# r«n.*tittik«| t|» twn amt swli* 

itaiirt* nf tti* rirlira, TIi** fifiijprtiiifi mul tif fii* w%- 

l^rirnrc rmiiip to |» IIip tirgrnl |iir«t niiii tilijrri of Iti* lifr. 

lit* rrrm^nmmt « liiglipf iltily llimii itwrrfy rartiing Wa liting; 
il» fiiliiiiiPlil «f Ilia t||itltyi.|*| Iff til I'ieritittr 

« *fitrr. Ill thm muthp l» tWlr«t# all |wwrr* In tliK> mrl iif 
itif ’i?X|lW‘«»kifl, ilf* Isl|ikll«tlilf| «f lli* »tr»llgr ,%lt 

motlwf nftirlwl Ciir ftiy iitiiig mf |irs*«riiifi^ llwt it waa 

Biy iltity to wiifl fiir l^f»; lliffrfwriB, tal«> oW yniir li«l t« brr 
mkI * 

Altlwiigfc it « ** frigiilftil M|iirirP» ** at titiir*, Hli«w mm 
»#t *k»ily ilrtlilt#!#, A *tiit ttf rirrttifiil rlollit* «tMi tbr knurk 
ef pkyifig « *■* •t»pb «rr«tfip«#iiii»'«t •! at,g|it itiorr rt»figrjtn#||y 
te « ii»*t giit-ff liiiti *• tor « fllfiil year 

* fl# #i»l, f’mftm l« af i^, 

W. f. 


this time, the day wm to come in which he ihriidd rmp thf 
wward for his critical knowledge of art and rntwir, for tin 
rare and individual style which he was iilowly prrferttiig. 

To the student of Shaw as the the highwayinan 

who “held up“ so many diflfemit fonm of art — lli chief in- 
terest of this period is to Ik* found in the fiw novtb which hi 
wrote during the five years from lWt$- to avtwigi of 

one a year. His first novel, written in 1ir?t, and called, “ with 
increilew fitness** as Shaw says, fwwoltnVf, wmn mwr ptilr* 
lishcd ; and we are told that even the rat# were uftohlt to 
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SHAW AT THE AGE OF TWENTY-THREE 


From a photograph taken in London, July 4th, 1879 
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it. George Meredith, the novelist, who was a reader and literafy 
adviser for the publishing firm of Chapman and Hall, London, 
from I860 to 1897, rejected the manuscript of Immaturity, sans 
phrase — quickly disposing of it with a laconic “ No.” The 
remaining four have all been published, in magazines and in 
book-form, either in England or America. Shaw “ turned them 
out,” one each year, with unvarying regularity and also with 
unvarying result: refusal by the publishers- That six pounds 
which Shaw earned in nine years must certainly have gone a 
long way — as postage stamps. 

Mr. Shaw has carefully explained to us why his works were 
refused by publisher after publisher. And I find no reason to 
question his explanation to the effect that it was the world-old 
struggle between literary conscience and public taste. The more 
he progressed towards his own individual style, and ventured 
upon the freer expression of his own ideas, the more he disap- 
pointed the “ grave, elderly lovers of literature.” As to the 
regular novel-publishing houses, whose readers were merely on 
the scent of popularity, they gave him, we are told, no quarter 
at all. “ And so between the old stool of my literary conscien- 
tiousness and the new stool of a view of life that did not reach 
publishing point in England until about ten years later, when 
Ibsen drove it in, my novels fell to the ground.” 

We may omit for the present any discussion of the validity of 
Mr. Shaw’s claims as a “ fictionist.” But the story of the cir- 
cumstances under which the novels finally found their way into 
print is certainly worthy of narration. It was in 188S that 
Henry George, by a speech during one of the public meetings 
at the Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, London, fired Shaw 
to enlist, in Heine’s phrase, “ as a soldier in the Liberative War 
of Humanity.” * About this time a body, styling itself the 
Land Reform Union, which still survives as the English Land 
Restoration League, was formed to propagate Georgite Land 
Nationalization. The official mouthpiece of this body was called, 
if memory serves, the Christian Socialist, which did not last 
long, owing, as Shaw said, to a lack of Christians. Shaw made 

*0/. Chapter IV., The Fahim Society. 
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a number of lifelong friends through his connection witli this 
organijxation, which he joined soon after its formation. C’hief 
among these may be mentioned James Leigh Joynes, Sydney 
Olivier and Henry Hyde Champion; other acquaintances were 
two Christian Socialist clergymen—Stewart Headlam and 
Symes of Nottingham. Bliaw and Symea frequently indulged 
in wordy warfare over the respective merits of Socialism and 
Land Nationalixatiun as universal panaceas for social evils. 
Symea argued that Land Nationalization would settle every- 
thing, to which Shaw ckvexdy and characteristically replied, as 
he once told me, that if capital were still privately appropriated 
Symes would remain “ the chaplain of a pirate sliipj’ Xt is proof 
of Shaw’s fundamental Socialism that he still regards this as 
a very fair description of tine position of a clergyman under 
our present system. 

Through his association witli James Leigh Joynes and the 
Salt family it is not difficult to trace Shaw’s initial feeling for 
Shelley, and the origin and growth of his humanitarian and 
vegetarian principles. At this time Joynes had just been de- 
prived of his Xiton post because he had made a tour in Ireland 
witJi Henry George and been arrested with him under the Coer- 
cion Act by the police, who did not undorstajul Land Nation- 
alization and supposed the two to be emissaries of the Clan na 
Gael. Henry Salt, another ICton master, to whom Jaynes* sister 
was married, was not only, like Joynes, a vegetarian, a hunjani- 
tarian, a Bhclleyan, but a X)o Quinceyite as well. Being a born 
revolutionist, he loathed Intern; and as soon as he had saved 
enough to live with a Thoreau-likt simplicity in a labourer’s 
cottage in the country, he threw up his post and shook the tlust 
of Eton from his feet. In company with Joynes, Shaw visited 
the Salts once before they left Eton. It is interesting in this 
connection to read an absurdly amusing description, written by 
Shaw, of his first visit to them in the country at Tilford—an 
article entitled A JSmtday m Surrey 

There were no children in the farndy; and one of Shaw’s chief 
amusmtents while visiting the Salhi wm to play endleii piano- 

• Til© pm Malt Oarnm, AprU Wth, 188S. 
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forte duets with Mrs. Salt, on what he called “-the noisiest grand 
piano that ever descended from Eton to a Surrey cottage.” 
Salt found his metier, not in Socialism, but in humanitarianisra. 
He founded the Humanitarian League, of which he is still secre- 
tary. This association of Shaw with the Salt family eventuated 
in close and warm mutual friendship. Many were the visits 
Shaw paid them at this time and in later years. It was in the 
heather on Limpsfield Common, during his visits to them at 
Oxford, that he wrote several of the scenes of his Flays, Pleasant 
and Unpleasant. 

In this association may be discovered the real link between 
Shaw and the Humanitarians. For twenty-five years Shaw 
was a “ cannibal,” according to his own damning verdict. For 
the remainder of his life he has been a strict vegetarian, pro- 
fessing his principles with a comic force equalled only by the 
rigour with which he puts them into practice. While the most 
of men in their boyhood have walked about with a cheap edition 
of Shelley in their pockets, it is a tiresome trait in Shaw, 
someone has slightingly remarked, that he has never taken this 
cheap edition out. Shelley it was, certainly, who first called 
Shaw’s attention to the “ infamy of his habits.” And it is also 
true that Shaw has never discarded his vegetarian principles, 
never repudiated Shelley’s humane views and ideals of life. “ It 
may require some reflection,” Shaw once wrote, “ to see that high 
feeling brings high thinking; but we already know, without 
reflection, that high thinking brings what is called plain living. 
In this century the world has produced two men — Shelley and 
Wagner — in whom intense poetic feeling was the permanent 
state of their consciousness, and who were certainly not re- 
strained by any religious, conventional or prudential consid- 
erations from indulging themselves to the utmost of their 
opportunities. Far from being gluttonous, drunken, cruel or 
debauched, they were apostles of vegetarianism and water- 
drinking ; had an utter horror of violence arid ‘ sport ’ ; were 
notable champions of the independence of women; and were, in 
short, driven into open revolution against the social evils which 
the average sensual man finds extremely suitable to him. So 
much is this the case that the practical doctrine of these two 
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arch-volupluariw .nlwnvf* prrMuts itwif tit Mrtlinarir |H*r*ntim 
a saintlike itsatticiaiu.” * 

At the thue of the rmituni intimaev of iloviii »», a 

the SaltH, aiul their tmhesitntht|^ iij»|tr»>vrtl «iul H«hn»r«tjon 
ShcllfJ, early in the einlitien, vegetnriiMs i'r}»taurnitt ^ hr^att to 
o^tahliNhed here and tlierr throiinhotit the eiHmfrv. 'rhrw sn 
tered rcHlauranti*, Mr. Simw oner reinarked in eontitTtnm w, 
hin own eonverhioii to the faith of Shrllr\i ” iiwdr \r||ctn,rj(i 
iwn poHiihle for a man too |,Mior to be rnterrd fto.” t It 
lianlJj open to dcmht that, while Shrlhy fii d ealfetl Hhai 
attention to vegetarinnwiu it doyiies «iid Salt W'ho ft; 
confirmed him in the Iwllef, which iHvaiin- sohdifirtl ti; 
a hard»and"fMftt principle, that ** tlii- rnofiiiitj of rating \ 
Bcorched corpw« of aniimik '-riymibttlwiit with lirroir di 
omitted— becomes impossible the montmt it la-romr# ciin^eioiti 
mislead of though tIcHsly Imbitmil,** 

Another meinlM-r of thi* rtdrrir, in W'lih’li there was no inii 
tion of Henry (*eorge and Karl but « gfral dmi 

Walt Whitman and Thorwai, wua the now wrtlln«*n Sorwl 
and ftutimr, Kdward (arpeister, wln»c "/‘oft'orii* Hnwoern 
and other works are n faithful rrlirs. of the inaii. It la-rai 
the habit of these early of the lifr**' to 

KandalK; (’arpenter even wore \m out of dmir». H*- Imd tau^ 
the iwcret of their inanufaeturr t« m workman fr^’inl of Ids 
Millthorpe, a village war Hhrfflehh W'lwre hr r«*»«lrd. N 
nnftttmgly, the twbitiial wearer of tirn'i-rntm* t*4r|>r«trr, vi 
always calletl The Koble Hiivage by the mniitwr*. of llii» r« 
genial and delightful cirri*', Ti»r ti«d*y gmmi piano gr 
noiiiior than ever when Bhaw ami (‘arpenter vi«itril tin* 
Carpenter, like Shaw, rtvelling in pianofort© duel* with 
Ball. 

The death of Joyrte* wm « great gritf to tlwm rloie frieni 

• Tii of tk0 P-kmforl*. In tii* P»rtmi§kilg Ptbrm 

1894, 

tMr. a«w*s wnfmloM In regard t« hi* rl««^ fwwtt ** mnntWtii 
to wj?etartattl«m ar» pertwi^ tiest glwi |« «, in Pall M 

aorntto tor Jmmrj »6th, PW, «aitW, Fmi^m «/ immt V 0 mimrk 
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CMpccially to SImw. I am convincedi that thcwf mordantly 
irH'iiivt* and penetrating attack« whieh Hhaw» in after life, made 

upon nuKkirii Murgery and modern medieino find tlieir anlmui in 

hi» reMentment of the manner td .Joynen* death, (!eirtam paa- 
»age« from The PhUanderer ami 'The Cmifliet of Sckfw§ o«l 
Cimmtm Smm tlmn become more humanly comprehensible. The 
literary activities of this circle, so sadly broken u() by the death 
of Joynw, were by no means confinwl sttlely to Carpenter and 
Shaw. Joynes himself kft a volume of excellent traUMlations 
of the revolutionary songs of the (Jerrnun revolutiouistH of 1848 
— Herwegh, Fnaligrath and othern,* Salt, whom Shaw has 
oceaaionally quoted, has putdished several tuouographs, his 
tftitea and predilections revealing themselves in the names of 
Shelley, James I’homson, Jeffries and Dc Quineey. 

The BciciaHsl revival of the eighties is responKitde for the final 
publication of Bhiiw^s novels. A» long as he kept sending them 
to llw publishers, they were a« safe from publicity m they 
would have been in the ftre,** But m soon r« he flung them aside 
ai failures, with a strange perveraity, ** they almost jnstanlly 
began to ihow ligni of life.” Among the crop of propagandist 
magaxints which accompanied tlw Socialistic revival of the 
eighties wa* one called not the pnwnt paper of that 

namt, but one of ibe many ** To-Days whieh are now YcMier- 
days,” It wa* printed by Henry Hyde C’hampion, but there 
were wveral joint wiilor», of brief Iritnw, among whom were 
Bdlfort Bai, tht welbkmiwn Socialist, and James I#c‘igh Joynes. 
Although publiihing hii noveb in this magm^ine, which it 8wm« 
paid nothing for contributions, ” a matter of no more 

conicqucnce than itufllng «« many winihw‘pnne« with them,” 
Shaw ncvcrthele«« offered up Jin Umarkd tSaekiUst and (\tshel 
Byr&n*M Frofemtm on this unstable altar of hii political faith. t 

* Far « brief aai iUwmlnatiw »k.tteh of Jsiiws I 

Joyaw, rompaiv Sbaw'i review of bl« bmA, ^rngg of « B#eo/«nf»a'rtry 
Bpofh, In the Poii Mmli Ommtlf. April talk \im 

f Hw flr*l teatalmmt of tfmook/ HoeUiM «pp»«mt In a 

^moatbly wafartoi of SWentiflt* Hew flertei, Vol I. {January- 

3wm, ll»4L Mareb ««»!»«?, pp. Ttw final ln«tttknent «p|wttwl 

In New Swiiw, Voi 11., »f th# wme (July-IVermlwr, IWH), 

Dtoembtr awmber, pp. Ma-dtO. Ttw novel wpiwarwl under Hh«w*« num, 

Bl 
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With one noteworthy exception, there were no vjHi!)Ie re.Hiilts 
from the serial publications of these two novels. Shaw’s novels, 
not uncharacteristically, appeared in inverse order of eomptmi- 
tion; and number five, Afi {hutadal SocMikt, iiindc vHhaw ac- 
quainted with William Morri.s, an act|uaintance which, as we 
shall see, ripened later into genuine and sincere friendship. To 
Shaw’s surprise, as he tells u«, William .M<)rris hati been reading 
the monthly instalments with a certain relish - a pnmf to Shaw’s 
mind “ how much easier it is to please a great man than a little 
one, especially when you share his politics.” 

Another propagandist magazine, created after the passing of 
To-day, and called Our Comer, waa published by Mrs. Annie 
Besant, with whom Shaw had k'come acquainltal abtmt the time 
he joined the Fabian Society. ** She was an incorrigible Im*«C“ 
factress,” Shaw says, “ and probably revenged herself for my 
freely expressed scorn for this weakness by cl rawing on her 
private account to pay me for my jejune novels,” to this 
time, all Shaw’s literary productions smned to haw the deadly 
effect of driving their media of circulation t«> an early grave. 
After The Irratiorml Knot and Lox>€ Among the Artkt/t had run 
through its pages in serial form, Our Comer likewise «wccumb«i 
to the inevitable.* 

To Shaw’s expressed regret, Cashel Byrmk Professkm found 
one staunch admirer at least This wm Henry Hyde C!hampion, 
who had thrown up a commiasion in the Army «t the call of 
Socialism. This admiration for Bhaw’t realiatie i*sc|>oi«re of 
pugilism — Mr. Shaw once told me that he alwaji coniidtred 
admiration of Cashel Byrmk Profesekm the mark of a ford! 

and Is marked at the close (page 6Tfl), ♦‘The End/' and betwalh* 

“ London, 1883,” the date of composition. Cmh«t Hf rtm*« Pfnf*»t{r*n ran in 
the some magorJne through the yeart I8M and IWd, tseginoing in Hrw 
Series, Vol. HI. (Januftry-,Iune, 18M), April rminbcr, pp. iW-liO, and 
concluding In Vol V. (Januaiy-dune, March nnwher. pp. m-f%. 

* Th» Irratioml Kniit, began in Vol. V. (danuaiy-duM* pp. 

nm through Voh, VI., VIL and VIIL, and wm conelwiwl in V«l. IJC. 
(ilanuary-June, 1887), ending on page 8i. Lms Amm^ tkf Artlsti f*jpwi»cl 
in Vol. X. (July-Dcccmber, 1887) of the Mine wm^inr, nm 
Vol. XL, and was concluded In Vol. XU. (Ju\f«Demmber, «»), im p«p« 
352. It is marked at the close (page 850), Bad, IWt *-4^ 

date of composition. 
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Imtl viTy ustHJu*nt<ni» ronsri|UfiuH**. it Iwii 

uii uni’i’gfiuTiilr iuklv for inigili^tit ” « pu^niiciau* survival 

of luH aluliriiLHl ncljttittnrv. IL* likftl ‘ ( nshrl Bjrcjtt ' m Hiudt 
tlwt hr »luri'otj|)wl llu.' pni^vn of Vo /io// whidt it tifC'UpintL 
iintl in «piH* of luy rrnumstnaitn'n, hurU'ti tni I hr uisirkrt a, itiii* 
Mlwprn wlhllinn rdilitoi, *My fririuL .’'‘D. Wllliiim Arrlwr, re- 
virwrti it proijuitmlly ; the Sniurtltti/ Htr'tai', always susi-rplihle 
In thoj»r tlay* to thr arts of nrlf tlrfnuv, «nr5C|H‘rtr<Uy drrlnml 
it tlir novrl of thr anr; Mr. W. K, Ilmlry wnntwi to Imvr it 
driOU»ti:i«rtl ; Strvrnnun wrotr a h ttrr about it . . . ; tfir othrr 

pttprra l»a»tily wrarrhril thrir waslr pii|irr bn»krt% f«u* it niiut 
rrvirwrtl it* inontly riittirr di^H|>|wiiitrilly ; thr inibltr ptvsrrvrd 
itM t*oin|io»urr ttiul i!i*l not »rrrn ttt rarr.** *rbi« Irttrr tif Strvrii 
g««*« to Willinin Arrbrf** wnttrn «t Harniiar Lakr in tbr wiritrr 
of IHHl-tin vimtitim roiiip very mtermtm^ rritir»tn* ns a t|tiottt" 
tbn will show. 

Wli«l am 1 to nay? I Imvr rnul your frirml’* Iwok 
with singiikr rrh»h. If hr l«a wrltlrn any othrr, 1 heg you 
will Irt mi? set* it i ami if hr has not, I hrg him to hwr mt 
timt* tti »n|*-plyi«|i; tht* tlrtirtritry. It is full «f iiromisr, hut 
I #h«ylil likr to know l«» agr. Tlirrr »irr lliiii||B in it that 
an? vrry c’irvrr, to whirh I iiltarh m» im|Hirtaiirr i it is thr 
alwifw? of thr «gr. Ami thrrr «rr inistag**** partiiniUrly 
tht* rally in thr prrsrnrr of thr 7 .«lu Kii)|C» that show 
IC*'iiulnr »ml rtmiAfkahlr imrralivr t«lrnl « iHlmi that few 
will h»vi? thr wit to unt{rr»t«ml* « tuirrit of strrngilii «{isrit, 
raparity* ■•uffieirnt «mi »«f!lrirnt *r!f»*«rriirr» whirh 

k*t lltr rliirf |K»inl in a narriitivt*/* 

Awl *t tin? mil of hi» nr*l Irttrr tn Mr. Arrlwr (Frhrunry, 
hr ««yi ** Trll Shaw to hurry up. I want amithrr.*" 
Hulthrr Shaw nor C.lwtiiipicin rarnnl aiiytliing from that 
ihillinp^ rtiilitin# ** whirh with ti thttti»«ml ropir*, hut 

prowl imifiort«l,** Sliiirtly «ftt*f thw flr»l nlitiim w-a* v\' 
hftUiteil, till? piihlkhlng of Wiiltrr Hrcitt amt t'oiiipany 

t 

• PuMWfefili In f*«rt. In f%B L»Um» »/ Vot. It*. 
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placed a x'eviKcd shilling edilinii tin the tnarkft ; and the lumk 
was also published in New York at about the sanie time (Harper 
and Brothers, New York, 1887). Breatanos, New York, 
brought out an edition in 1897, anti this was Hdhiwrd in 1891) 
by an edition of An (Jnsociul Sovialnt,'^ 

The immediate cause of these editions was the temporary 
interest In the works of Mr. Shaw, occasioned by .Mr. Uiebartl 
Mansfield’s notable productions of Arnu and iht s\{hh and 
DeviVs Dmiple. The puhlicatiim of Plmstint and I'n- 

pleusmit, In two volumes, by H. S. Stone and Company, of 
Chicago, followed shortly afterwards. In 1904, wheji Mr, 
Daly’s production of Candida created such a stir in America, 
Mr. Volney Streamer, of the firm of Brtmtauos, a Shaw entluiHi 
ast of many years’ standing, used bis influence to have these 
two books reprinted. None of Shaw’s novels are copyright in 
America, so that be has never, it appears, rcapwl the reward 
of the moderate, although Intermittent, vogue which his lufvelif 
have enjoyed in that country. It Is a fact of eomunm knowl- 
edge that Shaw prefers to be judged by his later work ; intt 
the demand in America for tliese novels has lawn ho largt* that 
they are likely to be published for years yet to come. In 1889 
or 1890, it must have hwn, Shaw happened to notice tlwt his 
novels were “ raging in Amerien,” and that the list of book sides 
in one of the United States was headiM by a novel entitled 
A71 U?iso(nal iSociulht. In the preface to the “ Author wed Kdi 
tion ” of CaAid Bi/roids Profession, which contains the history 
of the life and deatlj (jf the novels, Mr. Shitw »ay«i ’* An it wan 
clearly unfair that my own American publishers (II. H, Stone 
and Clompnny) should be debar nnl by delicacy lownnis me from 
exploiting the new flekl of derelict Action, I Iwggeil them to 
moke the most of their inheritance*, and with my full approval 
Opus 8, called ‘ Love Among the Artist* ’ (« pamphrwe at the 
forgotten line ‘ Love Among the Rose* *) followed.” t 

* The Nm York Herald eontfliwd the ttstment that ** 

clone a service to literature In reprinting two at Iflmw'i twvrl* Itwt arr 


LONDON 


This third act of Shaw’s “ tragedy,” as he calls it, is by no 
means the end of the play; as with Thomas Hardy’s endless 
dramas, the curtain may never be rung down. One might 
imagine that Shaw, the Socialist, required the patience of a Job 
and the self-repression of a stoic to enable him to restrain his 
anger over the diversion of the rewards of his talent from his 
own to the pockets of Capitalist publishers, free of all obliga- 
tion to the author. But he accepts his fate with breezy 
philosophy. 

“ I may say,” he wrote to Harper and Brothers (who had 
published his Cashel Byron’s Profession) in November, 1899, 
“ that I entirely disagree with the ideas of twenty years ago’ 
as to the ‘ piratical ’ nature of American republications of non- 
copyright books. Unlike most authors, I am enough of an 
economist to know that unless an American publisher acquires 
copyright he can no more make a profit at my expense than 
he can at Shakspere’s by republishing Hamlet. The English 
nation, when taxed for the support of the author by a price 
which includes author’s royalties, whilst the American nation 
escapes that burden, may have a grievance against the Amer- 
ican nation, but that is a very different thing from a grievance 
of the author against the American publisher.” * 

“ Suffice it to say here that there can be no doubt now that 
the novels so long left for dead in the forlorn-hope magazines 
of the eighties have arisen and begun to propagate themselves 

Co.), which contains the above-quoted remark. In the autumn of 1901, 
Grant Richards, at the time the English publisher of almost all of Mr. 
Shaw’s works, also brought out a revised edition of Cashel Byron’s Profes- 
sion. In the autumn of 1904 The Irrational Knot was for the first time 
published in book form by Archibald Constable and Co., Mr. Shaw’s Eng- 
lish publishers at present. In 1905 The Irrational Knot was published in 
America by Brentanos. 

* On publishing his Gashel Byron’s Profession, Harper and Brothers sent 
Mr. Shaw ten pounds in recognition of his moral right as an author to 
share any profits the book might yield. There were then no international 
copyright laws in force, and the works of foreign authors were not pro- 
tected in America. When Mr. Shaw learned that this same book had been 
republished by another American house, he sent back to Harper and 
Brothers the ten pounds, with thanks for its use, explaining that since 
the book had been republished by another firm, even his moral claim to 
recognition by the original American publishers had lapsed. 
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vigoroti.slj tijrouglioul. tlu' Nrvv Wnrld iif th«‘ mti* nf ^ (loRai:. 
and a half per copy, fm- of all myall v to the llnllrrod 
lie begH for abKolution from hlauu' “ if tlu'Nf f\i*rt’isoa of a mw 
ap])rcnti(‘e break loone again and iiisinl tm tlndr right io Hvo;. 
The world never did know chalk frtnn chec-M* in the »uuUor of* 
art; and, after all, Hince it k only Uie ymmg and old wIkj hiiv< 2 ; 
time to read' - the rest being too buny living my exondni-H 
be fitter for the market than my nmsterpieceH.''* 

In 1HH3, when the Iasi of the novels ot' Iu'm mmagt' wuk ooiu— 
pleted, Shaw was still sinking in the jlark. He hud nut jet 
found the opening inttj the light* the portal giving otd frtnn tho 
Htuffy world of ituaginative lying into the great world t)f real 
Iif{‘“-«a life of pleasurable activity* strenimus endenvcHir* and 
higii achievement. He found hi« way out by following nn inaiat- 
ont summcms—the clarion call of Henry George. Atnl when, 
having doffed the swaddling clothes of rtnnnnce, ho emerged 
from the dim retreat of hi« imaginidmm* it was to fintl luinsolf 
standing in the da5!2'.ling light of a new day the day tif Social- 
ism, of tha Fabian Society, and —of Georgt* Bernard Hhaw. 
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“ I^ondian wmm not ri|w far nm> Nur wm i rl|i# for I^mdon, I wm In 
an lm|K}«IW» iwsItUsn. I wm n foreigner an Irl»hn»an, Uw mewl forvifn 
at nil tamigtwn l»n not ipjiti* thr^iugh the t University mill. I wfti 
, . . not unwlm'ntwli hut* nnfortunutrly, wh«t I knrw wm «at*tly wlmt 
tlw edwfttrd EngtlsHtimn itkln't know or ttidii'l Iwlieve.**— B»rmrd 
»n »»#»(», In Th» Vhap-'timkt Nav««lM»r, IWfi, 




CHAPTER III 


A S a young man of twenty-four, Bernard Shaw began to 
evolve a moral code. He perceived in those phases of 
contemporary existence which either intimately touched his life 
or daily challenged his critical scrutiny, a shocking discrepancy 
between things as they are and things as they should be. He 
has never been a “ whole hogger,” like Pope or Omar Khayyam : 
he neither believed that whatever is is right nor wished to 
shatter this sorry scheme of things entire. The arch-foe of 
idealism, he paradoxically prefaced his attack by hoisting the 
banner of an ideal. Shaw has spent more than a quarter of a 
century in formulating his ideal, in attempting to concretize his 
individual code into a universal ethical system. 

Let us not fall into the crass error of supposing that Shaw 
has never come under the spell of the fascination of idealism 
and romance. Shaw the realist paid his toll to Romance before 
the moral passion ever dawned upon his soul. Just as Zola 
always boro the brand of Hugo, just as Ibsen worked his way 
through romance to real life, so Shaw found his feet in realism 
only after tripping several times over the novels of a romantic 
imagination. Shaw’s novels are the products of a riotous and 
fanciful imagination, if not, as he dubs them, the compounds 
of ignorance and intuition. In a celebrated discussion with Mr. 
W. H. Mallock, we have Shaw’s frank confession: 

“ We are both novelists, privileged as such to make fancy 
pictures of Society and individuals, and to circulate them 
as narratives of things that have actually been; and the 
critics will gravely find fault with our fictitious law, or our 
fictitious history, or our fictitious psychology, if we depart 
therein from perfect verisimilitude. Why have we this 
extraordinary privilege? Because, I submit, we are both 
natural-born tellers of the thing that is not. Not, observe, 




vulg/U' inip<>si{)rs who lu’ for inotivr'. of g^nin, to «*\tort 
aliHH, tt) (‘oncH'uI or t'xruso jltsrn dituhh* fiirt** in our isi itorv, 
to glorify oursi'lvt'.s, ti» furilitutt* tin* nhIo of n hoi>»i% or to 
avoi<l nnph'asnntufss. All luununity lit Hkr thid, nuur or 
Jt'fiK. JJul Mr. .Mallork ninl I Jn-Ioji^ tti tho'»** who lir for 
the nluTr love of lyitig", who for-iike t vi'r\ thing fur it, 
wIh) put inl{} it luln^rioUN; extrn tourhe.H of art f»ir whit'h 
thei’e iH no I'xtru pay, wlnj.^e whole life* if it w»-re luoketl 
into ckwly enough, wouhi he ftniinl to have tieen «pent 
more in tlie world of fietion than ttf rrulity.” ^ 

Shaw luiH Homewhere plaeetl on record hin lumst tliat such 
msight as he had in critieisin wa« due to the fart timt he ex- 
haunted ronianticiHin before he was ten yvnm ttid. ** Your ptip' 
ular noveliatu,” he eantemptuou«ly deeinred, '* are now i^ravely 
writing tlic stories I told to myself befjire I replaertt my flr»t 
set of teeth. Some tiny I will t ry tti found n geiuiirtr p«yrlt«!ogy 
of fiction by writing down the Idsttjry t»f my imagined life, 
duels, battles, love-affnirK with queetw luul idh 'Iliry »ny that 
man in eiribryo is suceessively a fish, ft bird, a mammal, tt«d »o 
on, before he tlevelops into a man. Welt, |} 0 |mlHr tmvrbwritiftg 
is the fisl) stage of your donntlian Swift. I have never been 
so dishonest as to sneer at <nir ptipidar novrli»t«. 1 oner wrtti 
on like that myself. Why tloes the hunginaHvi* man always nnl 
by writing comedy if ttnly he has nko a .M*ii«e of rrii lily? ilriirly 
because of the stupendous irony of the conlrnut brlwent his 
imaginary adveiilnreH uiul his real circumstance* ami |Kiweri, 
At night, a contpiering hero, an Adfnirahte tVirhtim, « Don 
Juan; by day, a cowardly little brat cuffed by hi« nur^r for 
stealing lumps of sugar. . . . *My real UHme,” be added, ** m 
Alnaschar,” f 

As a nuatter of fact, Blmw has anticipatwi hb rxbtiuatiim of 
romanScism by some seventeen years. It wtw not untit hr fin’ 
ished the novels of his nonage tliat he could Ju*tly imast of 

* On Mr. Malloak'* PrupomS Trmmp*t, P»rf»rmmffi. In llw Portmiskih 

Eevimo, April, I8fl4<. 

t Iflio J Am, emd tFAol | Think. Fart 1. In tte €fmAU M»y 

lltli, 1901. 
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TIIK NO^nRTJST 

having ** worked olT lhah roman tici.sni which nlvvaji appears 
to be laleid. in everj crentivc imngiimtion in Ihe itage of 
Incipiency. Hemeniher what Sleven.son \\rott‘ to William Archer 
of Ca^hti Bjt/ronM Profe^shn: 


** Ah a wIkjIc, il in (of couchc) a fc'ver dream of tJie rnoit 
feverish. . . . It is all mad, ma<l and deliritniHly delight* 
fuU the author has a tante in eluvalry like* Weilte'r Scott’s 
or Dumas’s, and then he etauhn in little hiln of Socialism; 
lie Hoars away em the* wing» of tin* ronmntic grifftm • even 
the gritfeen, ns he* eleaves air, slmutijig with laughter at the 
nature of the* epiesl ami I he’lie*Vf In Ids heart he thinks 
he is lahemring in a epiarry of stdid grujiite ri'aUsni. 

** It is this that makes me the most hardemed advisor 
now esetnut-' stand haek and Imld tny |)eaee. If Mr, Shaw 
is below five-aml'twenty, let him go his path; if he is 
thirty, he had best Ik* told that lie is a romatitlc, and pursue 
romanee with Ins eyes open; perhaps ho kncjws it; God 
knows l—my brain is softental.” ♦ 

It ii all very well for Shaw to say that he used Bixet’a Curmm 
as a safety valve for In's romantic impulses. But the testimony 
of his own novels flatly contratliets his eomplaeent assertion 
that he was romantic enough to have come to the end of romance 
laffore he began to create in art for himself. 

These novels, in spite of their youthful romanficisan, never- 
theleis constitute the record of the adventures of an earnest 
and iinarchic young man, with a knnek of kmi olwervation ami 
teime protraiture, striving to give voire to and interpret the 
ipirit of the century. When someone, in iuggesled that 

Shaw wait of course, a follower of Bwen, Shaw replied with a 
grt»t ihow of indignation; ** What I / a follower of Ihscn! lV!y 
good «ir, a« far a* England is runcemiHi, Ibien is a follower 
of mine. In llHiO, when I was only twenty-four, I wrote a book 
calk'd * 1%? Irrational Knott* which rcfails nowaflays like an 
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Ibscnitc novel.” Anti in the po.nt script t« the prrftu-t* its the 
new edition of that novel, after having' drelnred wit It familinr 
Shavian wilinewH in the preface that he ** c<nildu‘l stanil ” hi» 
own book, he makes a Mahlen bow/n-rm-wra/ n*» follow.: Since 
writing the above I have hujked throttgli the proof shi ets of 
this book, and f«)niui, witli some aecess of rrspeet for mv yonth, 
tliat it iH a fietion of tite first order. . . , If is otu* tjf fhoM* 

fictionH in which the motmlity is original and md ready made, 
. . . I seriounly suggest that ^ ""riie Irmtitninl Knot * may In* 
regarded as an early attempt on the part of the !if»‘ fore** to 
write ‘A Doirs IIouhc’ in Fmglihlt hy the i«st rummfuhfy of 
a very immature writer aged Iwenty^four, And tlnmgh I nny 
it that should not, the choice was not such a had shot for a 
stupid instinctive force that has to work and hreoim- ronscitJiiH 
of itself by means of human brains.” 

With all its immaturity, 7'h^ Imitkmnt Knui mnhntlitedly 
in the ‘‘tone of our time.” It is the ill eho»»n title, however, 
rather than the contenta wdueli recnlls Nora ami 'ror%‘Ald. "fhe 
institution of tnnrriage is not shown to tic irrational; Slmw’s 
shafts were aimed at the code of socinl morniily wldrlt rentiers 
marriages such ns the one described inevitable fiulurr*. Shaw 
not only seeks to expo.se tlie fatal ittetm»tft.te»rie« rsf fids »tu-}»d 
code, hut also damns the fecltle shain^ with which Socictv at* 
tempts to liolster uj» those imamsistenrir*. 

Endowed with much of the ltluntm‘?i« of Ilhint^ehli, htil with 
an added sensitiveness, the “hero” of thi* nt»vrl may Iw tie* 
scribed ns the crude and n.‘pclJcnt prototype tsf the later .Shavliin 
males. Believing more in force than in Mm-mr fairt, in Imitnl 
amccrity than in conventional graces, ronolly stand* out for 
literal trutli anti violent tartlewsness m against »mrlal pri*pritdv 
and observance of Ic# Ptmvenanrm. lie i« acting with perfect 
validity to himself when he says, in answer tt» the t|ne*tton as 
to what he is going to do about his wifi-N el«|irinrnl with a 
former lover; “ Eat my supper. I am m hungry m « b-ar,” 
After Marian’s desertion hy her lover, (’oriolly tirgc« her to 
return to him, assttring her that now «}ie is just the wife he 
wants, since she is at last rid of ” fa»liion»Wr iwirty, «f kw 
family, her position, her principles, «ntt all the r»t of Iwr ebiini 

m 


* \ (Hi are iaa wm\ Neci,' MUe Kaul, Huffering him to rfpkee 
r grntlj In the ehair. 

‘ It is impossible to be too wise, cleamt,* he uaid, and un- 
litatinglj turned and left her.** 

The wtibjectH which inspired Hhaw*« maturer geniuH are the 


struggle for expression m thi« early work. IVhu'h uciiteneN« i« 
exhibited by tbe young man of twenty four in spying out the 
weak paints in tile armour of that corporate knave, Society.** 
When the ** high bred ** wife of the “ welf-made ** man elapes 


•ft • » r^t 

pn‘ftervation of it« clasR diitinction* ib highest laws. Society 
j» ready enough to forgive noughw; Imt Mariufluluke Lind, in 
settingup an utiblesMcd union with (’onolly’'H sbter, Mademokelle 
Lalttge Virtue, of the Bijou *rhentre, places himself Ijeyond the 
palf. For she is iocially ** im|Kj»wihle ** i and, eon«e<|iiently, there 
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** Ilrtu'fftjrlli Ihu'li* Ufginnlrl i« wt'lmtie to niy hpartlfit 
detfitiitijin, I hnvi* Ijmi waiting I'vvt iince 1 knew him 
for nn rxrtise in hate liiinj and now he lm» given int* om. 
lie h ns taken pnrl like n trne pnrent* ngninwt you with 
II wlf intoxientrd ytmng f<iol whom he ought to have put 
out of the haiine. He hiiH toht me tti mltid my own biwiness. 
1 »hn!l he even with him for that Htnne dny. I nm iw vindie™ 
tive m fui elephant; I hide people who nre not vindietive; 
they nre never gmiefid either, only inrnpnhle of any endur- 
ing aentimeiit. ... I am tlmronghly well ^nttsfletl with 
mywdf alhigether; id la»l I have eoine otd of ii weene 
witlicnd having forgotten the right thing to «ay!’* 

Imitgiritttifin lingers fondly, m Mr. IlutaTt Bland onee re- 
marked, over the apertwelr of KHnor standing in the middle of 
the atiigr, three-ipiiirter* fare to the nudienee, and firing off 
tho«* ainde generahwtions ahotd |»e«ple who nre not viridietive. 
Hh»w*» rli'vrrnew Iwn liegun thu» early to Iwtray himi n numher 
of tlie rlmrneters nre wnart, tmt quite unnatural. The ** Int- 
rmry (treat 'grnndfidhrr '* of the presind Hhnw unerringly 
pointed md- many of thr wmk spids of Htnnety; hnt Inn fmnla- 
mentiil Hori«li»m, impntienl of rlit»» di»linrtton« anil sorinl hnr- 
rirr*, lends him oerasionally into erude rarirature. ''The h«ok*» 
grettte»t fttult heg, |«‘rh«p*, in the fart that his rhitrarter* rrn-' 
ploy, not the natural, tiuetilr apeeeh of to-day, hnt tlie «tiited 
diethm of Dunmi and Heott. 

C'tiinnionpliire m i« the rhartieterii'-ation, Shiiw*» next novel, 
Lmw dmtmg Ihe drihtw, i» a trart less « novel timn n eritieal 
e«»y with a purpiwr, in narrative form. Hliaw eonfwae* tluit 
he wrote Ihi* hook for thr pnrjmw? of ilhwtrating ** the differ- 
wire iK’twwri that rnthii»}iiam for the fine art* whieh in-ople 
gather from reading almyt them, and the genuinr artialir 
farulty whieh rannot help c*rriding, ifderpreting, or, at Ira*!, 
uwaffwledly enjoying miitir and pirfurri."' 

I have often wondered if it might not la* |M»f«ihlr ft»r one who 
did not know Shaw {itriimiilly to roiwtruct a fpiiti* rredihle 
Inngmphy by making a romfKwitr of thr jierttliarly Hhaviatt 
tjpti prwtfitrd in hii noveli and playa. Without carrying tlw 
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analogy lo I'xtrHiu-s, ! think if ntriliftfily trii*- Slum iiit% 
one by oiu* i-xhibitctl, in ^t•mi nttloliiio|4r»4|jhir ftuiu, tin- jltthn 
guisbing hali-niarkH nf Issh intlivitlnnl aiul thru 

ac^ter. To what oxtont Owtn «hy’k it n jfrttjrri uoi fh.* sIhuv 
ojf this period, bow graphirally, if «ru’«*if»t'nni'ilu hrt** 

revealed in thin droll original hi** tmti iits-Hh <»f oui-iu- mid hi-, 
defence of a certain iin|nidently e\a'»|H-rntiitg fix'**-!! f u <,f 
manner in himself, is ililHeidl tti tleetdr. Shaw, loxisH druk 
}H partly foumled cm Beethoven. Ainl vet thru- i»» mi lusdiodth-d 
reHcmblance between the real irishman ami the nuMgijml Wrlifi- 
man who plays the Hyde of Jack to the «lrkyli «d‘ Sieiw . 

“ G, di B.’* and (», B. H., dark is the tir^f t»f I hr “ priulrgnl 
limaticH,” He scorns the imkntry of flu* selnmH, ^iu-rr» nl 
mechanical niusic of acadrmir origin, jib** «l ^'nimh-iir rrits- 
cisin,’* and fiercely denounces the iifit}<|tiatrd vir»« t»f thr mn»ir«I 
organizations of Knginnd* with their old fogrvissit, tfinr row. 
ardice in the face of novelty, their ilrriiil of injnnulion, arid 
their cringing subservienct* to ol»«*lr»rriit jiimI out worn tnmlrB, 
Like Shaw, Jack is always tolerant of sinrrrsti, nym- 

pathetic with true effort, uiirrstmiordly rfitfiti»t«-»iir tnrt ativ 
vital outpouring of the ereative spirit; rrliiilmg Ivriuiny 
wher(5ver he sees it, exposing fid%r!iomt wiirwruT hr hnir® it, 
eternally vigilant in es|KJ»ing fraiitH and 
And yet, with all Ids otfennive hrti«i|tie«r*.», fh-rtT inl<»l«'rf*rirr, mid 
colossal self'SufReieiiry, gentledomrled, tmnim»*nt$mlr, in 

the presence of beauty, deeply humhlr. 

Shaw once called Loiv Jwiwg thr « i 8 «»%rl «iih a 

purpose* Viewed from another fttanrlpoint, it i« 4 «f 

types, a study in temfwmmenis, 'flw aotlior prmrhr* thr «rrti' 
ganee of geniui as oppoaixl to a fal*r litwiility $« ihr pfrm-nrr «f 
great art works. The arti*!, Adrbw llrrlirrl, “ 

whole days in explaining to you wlwt w tiwti «*f grintis »» und 
feela, Imowing neither the one nor the other ” . ,%|«ry Hiithrrknd 
never lurpassci mediocrity «• an artwt lirraii lirf know leilgr i* 
based upon heariiay trwtimd of iifmii exfvrririiw. Hlir in 

sharp eontroit to Madge Bradstfonl, who pitf» lire cas-e 

to Mary— Bie caae, one might my, of tl# w|i»4* bwi ■*' If 
you don’t like your own picture*, clrf^iid ujmn it wti mr ^Im will. 

€ 8 . 
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I Hill going to Ih‘ un aftri-HK hi'cnuKi- I think I can act. You 
an* going }{» he a painter hecutiwe j<m think jau mn*t paint.'* 
iMr, Ilnm-ker !!r<*!nre» that ,Mar_y Hiitherlnini, ** Ijinplmticallj 
tieUinh ninl utterly* unHjjnpiithetie/* w IiIh prime favourite in the 
utory. '* Her tn«te in tiaring colotirH, her feet» tier habit ol 
hrealtung heavily when arcnimai eiut^titmaHy, her etJwardiccM, her 
artist ie failures, her eye-glasHes*, Iht treaely sentiment -wlmt 
ft study uf the tribe artistic! And truly British withal.** The 
only otljer notev^urthy figure in the hook i« the evasive, ehwive 
*\t»uh‘nu>i»elle S/.e/ympIiva a **tndy searehing in the eluwnesK 
and tlelieaey of its iihservathm. ^I'hw eharmifig and piquant 
Polish piiuust, ahhtnigh emanating poetry and romanee, has, a« 
she puts it, the «oul eoniinereial " within her. Bhe cannot 
see why* even if she dtH*» h>ve her Imsbantl, she alundd therefore 
dispense with her piano priititcel 

Ihilike the cliiiMic njodel for a phiy» thii novel Imi neither 
lafginning, middle, nor ending ; and yet it has many hrilhantly 
executiHl f»ee«es. Who could ever forget the stnad tight in Parta, 
tilt* hiitiiortm* ** l«vi-»cene ** lietween Madge Mraibfonl and 
(tweii Jack* and tin* rehearsal, m acute in iti iatlre—flttmg 
companion 'piece to Ihtf Wagner lecture in Cmhd Bgrm'i /*«- 
fgMsmnf 

It » noteworthy that Low Amm^ th^ Artut» heralds a 
fttvourite thesis of Hliaw'a-"-- ifie riatural iintipathy between blootl 
reitttiww • « tliesiB rspoutided inaiiy year* later by John Tanner 
in the rather Irtulen epigram “ I su»piTl that the tables of 
r tin sanguinity have a fiatural hit*i.s in a imtiiral repugnance,*’ 
C’whcl llyrmi i» always catching hiiiwelf in the act of shying ” 
when hin mother h around- used to throw things at him 
wlwfi he wm a laiy f Illarichr Hartoriui i* fpiitc reaily to hate 
her father «t « momciit** notice i no love i* lopt l»twmj Julia 
and (VilonrI f ‘raven; Vivir Warren «t»nd« out delerminetlly 
against her mother** authority i and Frank, with nauseating 
kvity, lake* great delight in ** Jollying” hi* reprohate father 
uj»n lilt* indiftcretioni of Ids youth. Phil and Dolly are breriJtly 
dt*rc«p€*clful of partmtal ryk; and Anne u«i*s her maudlin 
mother iw art rxcu»e to do juit whatever ihe want*. 'The 
ii part of Hb«w*i iltick-indratie, and might In* regarded m 
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a mere comic motif ^ nt-ri* it not fur tli** “ ilrr^itiuri 

of the i'hinjyf. Atlriaii Ilcrln-rt nvowsi Ins |«i\}l}Vr .Is^^likr fur |«* 
mother, hecau.w, nw he nffirmf*, tlirir fuitnrr* «rr iisita|{usiHiir, 
their viewH of life ami iliitv iiiruiiipiihlitr i«'rrt!5>». lisrv Imvr 
nothing in common. \Vv mu-st lakr m^slrjir,- u|njft 

incomptttibilitj of tcm|H'rttmrnt Iwtwrrn hiusni rrlfi!i,»ii% »ii|i ^ 
good nmnj grains of Il mit e%r|j Imif Irttr rvrry 

mother tries It) defeat everj rlierwhrd |jn*jrrt t»f Ip-r «un% *' |iy 
sareaHinK, bj threats, ««d, faihng thr«\ hy i-jujuirri , tlmt 
everyone’s childhood lin» Iwrn ** embiltrmi Ity flir «f Iii» 

mother and the ilhteitJj»er of hi» fiitlirr”, timt r^rrv 
wife soon ceases to care for him miwI that hr «»»«»« tiir« hrr; 
that every man’s brother goes, to liiwr will* lino ov.-r thr ilittamn 
of the family pro|H»rty; and that rvrry iiwn% •*»« «rl» in alndird 
defiance of his plans and wi»lir«. I’hr*** thwigi arr true 

enougli to bo funny; jutit enwitgli of Ifirm Imufm-n jii mil Itfr 
to give 8haw*« thesis a wirt «f rwnir |ikti«d»»i5tt, If i» tlw 
phrases, “love k etenml,** and ” hhwl is lliirirf iIwh walrr/* 
rather than the facts thtirmdv***, wliirti wwskr llw »ruiptrla*lir 
Shaw see red. I find «omr explnnalipii «f Im %'tr» «i |*«riiuft«hlr 
revolt, as a dmrimtlsl, agidntt that fK-r^sslriit •4i|»«'r9iiljmi uf 
French inelodrainn- the tw4* d« sung. SwiMr uf 

Shaw’s views in the iimtler may |w»#il»!y it*- fiMMnl m ihr fari« 
of his own personal ex|H'rience; al ttfty r«tr, lir «firr s^nul ilwi 
the word wiiiCHtion brought to lii« iniiid four iitirrr*9t%r 
where his parents got him out of tit*-* *■«? fur IwiC a 4a% l»ii|rr*i, 
hia campaign against the mo-tlerii ’syali’m of I'tiiirnisfUi •pfuigi 
from liii rt!cently expr«‘s»«t ilbgu*! with rdiir-nlfirt f»r 
% the fact that “ the real cdijrrl of t|»l atslwn i» t« rrlirvr 
parents from the insiifTernhle comiwny mimI aii%i«isii« raft «f llirif 
ohildrint C-ontinuing in tin* iwiip itrain* hr •at'*; 

“ Until it i« frankly rrrogfukt'il lliat rlMhlrm «fr riwi- 
iances to adults except at playful iiwniirfilsj atiil tl*#! tlw* 

first social neeil that ftnif*# frtifti tln' t$f 

children in a cmiinninity I* that Ilirrr tw mmm iiils*-- 

quftte defence of the c«wfi«ratli-r «««! *»rilrr uf »$kiH 
life against the eomfmratlve nokt, r«c|pt, uotitlinr**, m- 
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vtutjss, restiessuess, iiLiuiuess, siiiiuessness, airx, ae- 
struction and mischief, which are healthy and natural for 
children, and which are no reason for denying them the 
personal respect without which their characters cannot 
grow and set properly, we shall have the present pretence 
of inexhaustible parental tenderness, moulding of character, 
inculcation of principles, and so forth, to cloak the im- 
prisoning, drilling, punishing, tormenting, brigading, boy 
and girl farming, which saves those who can afford it from 
having to scream ten times every hour, ‘ Stop that noise, 
Tommy, or I’ll clout your head for you.’ ” * 

With gradual, yet unhalting steps, Shaw works his way to 
those startling and topsy-turvy theories which are so delight- 
fully credible to the intellectueU and so bewilderingly exasperat- 
ing to the Philistines. In Love Among the Artists, Madge 
Brailsford’s open avowal to Owen Jack of her love for him 
gives a hint that the theory of woman as the huntress and man 
as the quarry is upon us. But quite the contrary course is taken 
in Cashel Byron’s Profession, Shaw’s next novel. Cashel Byron, 
the perfect pugilist, fights his way into the good graces of the 
“ high-born ” heiress, Lydia Carew, by the straight exhibition of 
his physical prowess. The whole book is conceived in such 
broadly satirical vein that it is impossible for me to accept it 
as anything except a boyishly irrepressible pasquinade. For- 
tunately, the “ little bits of Socialism that were daubed in ” here 
and there at first, were afterwards deleted; the current version 
is a novel, pure and simple, with no discoverable Socialistic thesis 
behind it. Shaw’s explanation that the book was written as an 
offset to the “ abominable vein of retaliatory violence ” that runs 
all through the literature of the nineteenth century need not 
detain us here ; Shaw has made out his own case with sufficiently 
paradoxical cleverness in the inevitable preface. He spends one- 
half of his time in explaining his actions during the other half ; 
and it has even been unkindly hinted that each new book of 

* Does Modern Education Ennoble? In Great Thoughts, October 7th, 
1905. 
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his fiorvPH jiU'iH'Iy ns nn fxfuso tor writin|^ nnothrr prrffK’o. 
And it stionld Ik* n'mrmhfn'd that tlir prffnrc ttn Vmhtl litfraun 
Profesmon wnx written wmu* eiglitmi ymra Inter timn wur* tin* 
book itHclf - niuple tiuu* for Simw to devise nny exeuHe fur 
representing his hook h« « deliberate elntllenge t<» llritihh ideals. 
Suffice it to say tlifit n coi«pnris(»n of ('mhti Jtt/ran'g Prfifrxshut 
with liothtrii/ for example, will make plain the distinction 

between the realiHiin niul the romance of pugilism. And while 
Byron’s exlubitioiiH of physienl prowess are the mti«t *■' howlingly 
funny” ineidentn in the book, it is ju'vertbeless tnie tlmt Sliaw 
has done nothing to surround the ” ludde art of «/«ggcm ” with 
any halo of fietitioiw romance.* “ Its tn>vellyA' ns Shaw t»iiu 
self nmintains, ” consists in the fact tlmt an attempt !« rtmtle 
to treat the art of punching Keriously, anti to tlctach $t frtuii 
the general elevation of moral character with which the onlinary 
novelist persists in associating it.” 

The real novelty, and, indeed, the chief charm, of the Imok 
consists rather in the fact that no attempt ia math* to treat 
anything seriously. So far as the prize-ring ta concerncit* I hr 
book’s realism is veracious i the rest is the frankest of popular 
melodrama. What apjieals more stnmgly to the popiihtr ta art 
ttian a low-born but invincible slugger fighting his way, rinmd 
after round, to the side of a noble and fabtdou»ly wealthy 
heroine! Wlmt more oracularly Adelphic in its mdcKlritma than 
the “ finger of fate ** upon the ” hmg arm of coincidenn* ” 
directing Cashel’s mother to the mansion of Misn Lydia Carew ! 
And what an extjuisite fulfilment of poetic justice- -the ultimatr 
discovery that Cashel is a acicin of one of the oldest cottidy 
families in England, and heir to a great «tate! The thing that 
makei the hook go, of eourae, is its peculiarly Shavian cast - 
eomhination of wlmt Stevenson called ” struggling, overlaid 
oii.gkal talent ” and ” blooming gasemii ftilly.” Shaw’t «en»r »if 
dnunatie situation continually forr4iadow« tlw? future play • 

*A drsttattsitton of the novd, hf Mr. StwiWan* Stanji#, mm pr«* 
daesd wtth. moderate iweewi In New York mwr^ yeaw «^i. llnkpi# 

Intereit attlUibod to ttu* nrfi^iurltmn tiun n# f*jAstuiJ ftvMiin Mjma 
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\\ right. 'I'he ftlniufitiiug huitumr tif Ihi* wxijuwitdy ludicrtiiW 
fuTiir Jit Ihr ri‘c‘r|ili<>n thf th‘vu?.l«ting tHimit'Hlitj of llit* lindtf, 
with hiN iintivf “ nit>th» r wit,’^ {itr«r<l rough Miul iwdy phtloio- 
pluT ! W hru (*n»hrl i» s»*l down io tlu* iuidst of thin tdhiciil' 
nritslii* riroio, hr hrrr/ily r^rrls nil thr --for lit* rlis- 

ru?*»r}* itrt ptiMithrlif, in ihr trriiiiiujlogy of his own profeMitirii 
in whirh hr is it |ni»l upt^lrr. 'rhr suthlimr hiirilihoud of eluei- 
tlitting Ilrrthovrn Mild Wftgnrr in Irmtu of thr imgiHstir iirt of 
dark ItntKhtll ! A»«l li itshvillr, uvrr whom Strvrn«mt howW 
with drrif»ion iintl driighti wlmt n hrirf f<»r drinorrHtir Hcudaliint 
m lhi'»hvillf prototypr ftir Ihr Athnirnhir t’rirhttm nnd *Kiiry 
Htrnkrr krndy roit%»'ioiis of hi» t>wn ahsnrility* yrt r.riiltiuiily 
»t ending tnit in tlrfrurr of hU i«i»trr'»it and in in»i»trnrt* W|mn 
thr tndf tlrintM-rntif dortrinr of *’ rtiunl right* for nll» 8|WTt«tl 
firivilrgr* for nonr,** Wti« rainiot ^ympiithiw* with Htrvpn»c>n; 
” I dotr on Httshvillr---! rmdd rratl of him for rvrri d# Bmh^ 
i4llr jr gtth /r frri'rnr ■ Ihrrr i« only onr Hn«!ivilli*, and I imi 
hi* ilrvwtrtl »l«vr; Btiahfiiy f»l muk fl a*«f gviff 

|KiMtlilr.“ (tr wlirii hr ®«ys: ** lluMlivillt? I 

rliortlr (wtiirh is flnrly jiolyglot 3,*‘ Hrrvirr is a» »apml tci 
Bttshviilr »» jntgilisMi ii t« C’aslirh Ea-rh i» thr *M'drttI ** pro- 
f»siM««l man, wlw tiwgiiifira his ofRrr anti mrasitrr* «p to thr 
hriglit of hi* own pri»fra»i»it. K»rh drnwrnh rmignilton for 
fylfitliiig to thr Wat of hi* atdlity hi* own sjwrial fyrtction 111 
hfr. Hhtiw $wi*l.» that thr rml worth of a man i« not to W 
tnwatiml hy tlir mu'ml ttaiiiliiig ttf his pirtifrswion* hut in tfrriii of 
lii» pfttfrMtofttti r^ririiry. 

Hlww*# mastery »f tW pcirtray*! of striking rofitriit* ii 
tEhihitrd in tlir e»»r i»f C*ii.»lwl Ilyron and Lydia Earrw. I'hrm 
i« ft itrotig Idnl of tli# ** ffti«l« Yalnwi "* in Lydi»*» ttvowal to hrr 
ari»torr«tit? swilitrj ** I iifftrlirally Wlirve in tlw dortrinr of 
lifffwhty ; wild m my Innly i« fr«il mnd my tirain tnorhidly artivr, I 
Uiiiik my iinptibr liiwarili m fiwn wtrwng hi bmlj and wtilftinhtrd 
in tniiwl w » tniitwiirttiy «»». You raw undltritmnd th»lj it is 
ft plain in Ifhb wi» fun to Htrvrnstm--- 

Iwl “ hcirriil fun.’* llit fioit«*rlpl is lfi.«iniriilly rliMpn-nt : **( I 
»fty» AreWr» my CltMli wl»t womtwl)** Willkw Atorri* 

m 




to have had the righb in tJu* riittttrr in dcM-rsfisiig Ljifia^ t« 
Shaw privately* a« a prig Slww gmii«ijl«M|iiriitlv »|»r«ki 

of her an “ «u|H*rhuJi»ui nil tlirmigh,** a ** working ** i»f an 

‘^hnpruved typv** «f wtnmnihwMi. ** Lrl tiir tml Inwrvrf 

he remarks, “ that » nmrtrHi r\miuiia!uni tiy » 

cajiable critical atmtuiuist prutmldy «iy liiHjirs^nlirt •ill n-tral 
the fact that her inside i* full uf wlirrl* aiiti sprsiti^*!/’ ’I'hr |m,i 4 
cIoHCH on a mildly Shavian m»tr Ihr rmnaarr ls?t% »lat«dlrd in 
banality, “ C’lwher* ttihniratitm f»»r hi% »jfr »isr%8ir4 t}**? 
ardour of Ida llrst love fi»r hrr; anti tirr fialnttial fufr 
thought «aved her from disa|»|Hnnlmg l»i» rrlittnrc on her 
judgment.” 

Ail that wn« iietalial to exjwe tin* llirnniharr plot *»f i’mM 
Byron's Brafmshn. wa» Thf Atimmibk Brnkt-ilk wr < 
f/«re'W«fded-~-ShttW*a hiaiik-verw* #t«gr vrrsofii *»f tlir 
Thi« delightful jest wm |»r|n*tr«lril in drfriii-r of Ihr alagr- 
riglit of the novel* which thrralmrd to |»».»» into ijimorthy IwumI* 
through the malign working* of tl«t ” tlw 

English Copyright I41W, In Him*** rrirlimlnt irrinrr «n 
ShakeMpeare, at Kensington Town Hull, •rrtsmi Itl, m* gn-m in 
ilia abstract, read« m follows; 

” That to anyone with llir rw|iiisilr r«r ant*! rsoiiiiwtiit 
of word*, blank verse, wrillrti mnlrr ll»r 
conditions wldelt Shiikrs|«-arr rlaiiMnl, »>l|i full hlirflf to 
use all hoHm of wortls* r»lhMp»ifii, Irrlsfiirtii, rtirt«.»rir«l, »fit| 
obacurely terlinlrah t*» iiidtilgr i« tlw' om**! f«r frirlitfl 
elHpaea, and to impress ignwraiil |ir«|»|r »itii rtrft 
eitremity of fantasy ami i» tlir ri»«ir»t nf »i| 

known mode* of litcwry Ptprrmma^ nfnl tlini lid* k «'li| 
whole oceani of dtill bomb«»l «iid dnvrl Iwtr Iwm riMpitrcl 
on the headi of England Sl»kr'»|»f** rtf** Isinr at tlii* 

form hy pople who ro«M not writtm ami f*o# 
to save their Itvet. Af«i (this «« tieitig rii«ilr«grtl 1 tlwt 
I mn write bk«k v#r«* inysrlf iiwrr •wifllt ||i«» prow, 
ftad that, too, of full EliMlwIbwi i|t«l8ty ik 
ipoftfitn senae of the ibiwirdity ut il a* k tl« 

lia« of Aatient Pistol Wl«t m mom» tli«t I tb 

7 § 


published it, and had it performed on the stage with huge 
applause.” * 

Liking the “ melodious sing-song, the clear, simple, one-line 
and two-line sayings, and the occasional rhymed tags, like the 
half-closes in an eighteenth-century symphony, in Peele, Kid, 
Greene, and the histories of Shakespeare,” Shaw quite naturally 
“ poetasted The Admirable Bashville in the rigmarole style.” 
After illustrating how unspeakably bad Shakespearean blank 
verse is, Shaw ludicrously claims that his own is “ just as good.” 
Nor is it possible to deny that his own blank verse positively 
scintillates with the Shakespearean — or is it Shavian ? — sense of 
its absurdity. The preface to The Admirable Bashville has the 
genuine Shavian timbre, with its solemn fooling, its portentous 
levity, its false premisses and ludicrous conclusions. In that 
preface, as Mr. Archer puts it, Shaw “ defends the woodenness 
of his blank verse by arguing that wooden blank verse is the 
best. That, at any rate, is the gist of his contention, though 
he does not put it in just that way.” 

The play — for despite Shaw’s prefaces, the play’s the thing — 
is a truly admirable burlesque of rhetorical drama. Not Bash- 
ville, but Cashel only is admirable ; it is Cashel’s constancy that 
is rewarded. The piece is couched in a tone of the most delicious 
extravagance — a hit, a palpable hit, in every line. I cannot 
resist the temptation to quote from the scene in which Lydia, 
Lucian, and Bashville, fast locked against intrusion, debate the 
question of admitting Cashel, the presumably infuriated ruffian, 
who has just been successfully tripped up by Bashville as he is 
trying to enter the Carew mansion. 

Lydia We must not fail in courage with a fighter. 

Unlock the door. 

Lucian : Like all women, Lydia, 

You have the courage of inununity. 

To strike you were against his code of honour ; 

But me, above the belt, he may perform on 
T’ th’ height of his profession. Also Bashville. 

* Bernard Sh<m Abashed. In the Daily News, April 17th, 1905. 
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Basmvillk: I’hink m>t of inv, wir. L«t hiui du his wont, 

OJi, if thr vulintr (jf i»v hvt%vt ctuikl weigh 
'riu' frttni ilifH'rtnct' ’twixt his wtight umi mint** 

A Hft’DiHi Imttif «i!it»uld lii* dtJ this <l«y : 

Ntt}'* though tndiiHttt'hrft I he, let lint iiiy ini«tre*i 
(Jive itit* the wtirjl: iuntnut Til tnkr hiii) on 
llert‘'- futrliweight, Hetter bite the 

rar|H-t 

A uuin, thnn Hj, *t rowwnl. 

Lucxan: BrnvelyMitl: 

I will rtssist ftiu wit It the pukrr. 

And well wurlh rmii’iiilwriug i» the iww »«tc»hit>gra|jhy, cl#* 
liveml at the request »f the Kitlit king, «f that eelesttiidly ikritmi* 
mated ** bruiser eona-rniiig whom (*ft«hel oner *ftid; Slave ta 
the ring 1 reift until the fare of l*aradi«’ he rlwngedd* 

Cetkwavo*. Vr »««» of the white qumi : 

TelJ me your nantrs and deed* ere ye fall to« 

PAEAnwi: Your royal liiglittess, y«u Iwhuhl* a bloke 

What gets hi» living htme»t hy his fists. 

I may not have the |«di»h of Bmm* toflPi 

As I rtmid mentioo on; hut up to now 

No man lw» twik mv nunilwr down. I irale 
♦ 

(dose flit twelve .stun; my age In twenty”thiw; 
And at Hill Hirltardwnds ** Hhte Arirlior ** pub 
Am to Ik* lieant of any day by surh 
A« likw the jtih. I cionH know, governor* 

A« enny think remain* for iiie lo say. 

Those who wilnewed tlw origiiml prodwrtion of the play bj 
Hie London Btage Sorlety in and «l»w tbr later priMluetlefi 
i« 1009 at the “Afternoon Theatre “ (lli» Alajtily’sb wnhe#!- 
tfttingly gave it timt “ huge appl»u*i* of wbleh Shaw ipuNuk* 
»o frankly. ** The l>e«t bnrWqiie of rbetorlral drama in I he 
langnap,** i* Mr. Arrher% awwping tlirtiim. Even ilw iiwirt 
hardentd of PhilistiiiM might find it easy to mgrm with hli 
rnent; Fieldlnifi * Tom Tliwiiib * and Tarty^ * Chroii©ttl»tofc* 
thologos * art, it to i«e» not in the ruuayntng.** 


tK*wttrr «if hi# ilittnijirti wittirj; hi* «if instinr I’luvalrv nnti 
gnimatwi narmtiori ttrr just tiwm* !h*it uught !«• shtiu wiiul tlintwu 
out lik» «i iintimrtv birth b>’ thr Durimm of the K|}«rh.*’ <torte 
««• thr rhivftiry urui rowan wiwb t»f Horirtliiw haw 
blown thrw all aw»j, Hut the lM»k fairlj rt*rk» of thr “ tlawnrcl 
mitiify,'* with ita mad irrrifwfisihililj, lt« rxiwiMTating Irvitj, 
it» rrligimw and iorisl rwdt. Writtrn in IHHB, it rndhr* and 
iHiblilrs with thr »ruw of thr Sixualist hrrw jii»l then beginning' 
to frrmrnt. Hhaw** original driign* hr trili ii«, wm to ** imxlurr 
a mitfl whirh *hould tir a gigantif grapple with thr whole wini 
prtiblm. . . . When I had flnkhwl two rliiptrris of thii enter- 
prtw*' -rhaptrr* of rolowal Irngih, hut r«inlalning the wrjt*»t 

prrliwirwry matter --I broke down in #hfrr ignornorr and in- 

rafmritj.” Event iwllj tin* two prodigimi* rhaplrrs of Sfww^« 
magwMm ftpm were ptiblisiml m a. romplrtr riovrl, in two 
**li€wk»i** itTiflrr thr tillr Am Ifmmmi Hhaw lirgins 

ierrrlj tii »»rtftrini*i* humanity, to deride alt ruatnmi and insti- 
tulioni whirh hart not tlirir rmits »iink in iniHvidualiMti nnd 
in m-cM jiwtirt. Th# Seven I>r«iily Si«i an*: rr*|irrlfibility, 
wnvtnliottml virltit, ilkl alTwtion, mixlrity, •entiinetil, drv«ti«n 
to wwntn, mmanr#. Sidney Trrftwi* i* the philosopher i*f th** 
Mtw Clrdtr, wolln! by the wittrnnrs* of prwrnt rivili»ti«n «smi 
»i»|vfd, tij any m-mm, to »t In itiotbn itinie *fhrme» for it« 
reforwatloo. IJwrowrIng t«w ktr tlwt marriage to hi«u w*» to 
Tanntr, mem* ** api^tjiay, profwmtkm of tl»# mt%vUmry of hi* 
Kml, tiektion of hit wanhciod, »ak- of hli birthright, dwniefid 
«irr«y^» igfifiminliitti rapiltiktiim, «ecvf»t«orr of drf«t,** 
Trtftpli tit*frti hk wift, not bwau^, m with Full 

rr 
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and Svanhild in Lotrs Omrd^v, l«»¥r t.i.» rt^niutr. 

too ethereal to be put to the ilhiHion ’.Iwttrrmg tr«t t»( iiwrrift«r, 
but becauae nmrriiige invidve^ the trswinph of ««-«#«■» t.vrr 
of pasKion over n'mm. Kvrit after he has rr«»wl In hn-r Ih-mi 
etta, her love for him contimiw t« wt in the oirehamMii 

of pixsaioiTij and he iw revoitetl hy the Cart thrtt she is as,tisfir*i}, ,*ij 
long as “ the whecli g<J round.” 

The millionaire son of a captain wf imlu»try, lVrfiis»» !»«*, hy 
a strange freak of fate, drunk dn-p of tlir H««‘5(ihst dr^nnhi uf 
the epoch. Respecting his dm! fatirr far hi» risrrgy «nd 
bravery among unscrupulous mmjndittirs in the «trug«lr f«r 
existence, Trefusis curse* hi« iimtmry for Ihr loraim 

employed in lua business dealing* »ml thr wial rriiiir* r»nrrnird 
by the shimmer of his ” ill-gcitten gold.” 

His most significant uttfraiiec—an wwlhiirst t^fitn- tin- 
wealthy landowner, Bir (lharl« Bfmthn - giw m m rlrar pir-- 
ture of Shaw’s Socialist views al this linir j 

“A man cannot be a Chriitian: I havr trinl it,. «iiti 
found it impossible both in law mml in f«ri, I atn a 
capitalist and a landholder. I have railway »hiirr», lostiing 
filiarcH, building slmrea, bank il«rr», atwl alwrk «if «it»t 
kinds; and a great trouble lliey «rr t« rtir. Hut thr»r 
shares do not repriwnt wraith artitally in rtiatrorr: thry 
are a mortgage on the klwur of i»nt»»rn gmr rat «»f 
labourers, who must work to k«"t’p wr awl niittr in i*iieiir»« 
and luxury. If I sold llwmi, wouW tlir fi»ortga,gr lir rati- 
celled and the unlmrn g«*ner»ttoiw rtW^eil from it* Itirall? 
No. It would only pa» into the hitiiis «f aoinr olfirr 
capitalist; and tlm working rliWi wo'iikl im l»rttffr off 
for my self-sacrifice. Bir Charles fmmtA »Wy tlw r«iw- 
mand of Christ: I defy him to do it 1^4 him gitr hi* kfti:| 
for a public park: only tlw rirlirr cla».*r« wdl h«%rr Iriaon* 
to enjoy it. Phwit it at tlw trry ilrmr* nf llsr m* 

tliat tliey may at least bre«tl» it* air, and it «dl tmim t}i« 
value of the rieighlKiurirtg h»Uir« ami dritt tiir |i«»f «»*y. 
Let him endow a school for tia* poor, like Kt«i or nir#»l*# 
Hospital; and the rich will lake it for llwir fi»» ctiiWrtii 

Ifi 


the novelist 


as they do in the two instances I have named. Sir Charles 
does not want to minister to poverty, but to abolish it. 
No matter how much you give to the poor, everything but 
a bare subsistence wage will be taken away from them again 
by force. All talk of practising Christianity, or even bare 
justice, is at present mere waste of words. How can you 
justly reward the labourer when you cannot ascertain the 
value of what he makes, owing to the prevalent custom of 
stealing it ? . . . The principle on which we farm out our 
national industry to private marauders, who recompense 
themselves by blackmail, so corrupts and paralyses us that 
we cannot be honest even when we want to. And: the reason 
we bear it so calmly is that very few of us really want to.” 

A Marx in Shaw’s clothing, Trefusis devotes all his energies, 
all his wealth, to the task of forming an international 
association — “ The International,” history gives it — of men 
pledged ‘‘to share the world’s work justly; to share the 
produce of the work justly; to yield not a farthing — charity 
apart — to any full-grown and able-bodied idler or malingerer, 
and to treat as vermin in the commonwealth persons attempting 
to get more than their share of wealth or give less than their 
share of work.” Whole-souledly committed to Socialism in its 
iconoclastic aspects, Trefusis defies convention, prudery, deli- 
cacy, good-taste, and tact in all his actions, convinced beyond 
reclaim that “ vile or not, whatever is true is to the purpose.” 
His philosophy holds it a short-sighted policy to run away 
from a mistake or a misunderstanding, instead of “ facing the 
music ” and clearing the matter up. A licensed eccentric like 
his prototypic creator in real life, Trefusis is permitted to take 
liberties granted to no one else ; and by the “ exercise of a cer- 
tain considerate tact (which, on the outside, perhaps, seems 
the opposite of tact),” but which in reality consists in the 
most ingenious double-dealing, he somehow or other contrives 
to have his way and go scot-free. 

In the early part of the story, disguised as that “terrific 
combination of nerves, gall, and brains,” Smilash, he dexterously 
philanders to his heart’s content with several young girls at 
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iiu* whiTf bin wilV «««» rtltu filrtl 1 hr v^ri- 

hiniilifciKk! of the porlrnitsi, the ni-nlv |i»vt'hol«»^i, r%iiiisitril in 
thu portrayal of the feelings, M'litinimt*, «titl «*nl«»srfilii|gir« 
of young girls in the boarding behind ^iay^r ui rvtdntjon, tr»lifv 
to Shaw’s remarkable gifts m a grmhni' milnl. 'I1mf furr- 
runner of Julia Craven* the romantir littlr lit-nrn lta .Iaii*rtJiits, 
is portrayed with insight* and not without drbmrv and rratr«int. 
Tlie most unreal* mo»t unhumaii »eeitr in the latok t* that in 
which Trefusk iipostrophisse* the taaly of hi* tlnul wifr, Hi* 
reflectiona impresK me m both th|ijMitit and mlhuis i« tlirir 
solemn setting. It k with a sense of prtifoiiutl »hijrk that wr 
hear him rudely flout the ** funereal »anrti}mmi*ni»rirt» ” «f thr 
family physician, moek »t the ** Iwrmwitig muiniiierirs ** «f 
religious and social olwervanre, and 'Nkiitn the frrbjigs ** uf a 
father and mother who reganled their daiighirr »* Hwir rliatlel 
and showed no true feeling for her wlirn »t»' w«» alitr. “rr-rfutai* 
k devoured witli the conviction that tin* if llir iiar4r«t* of 
all duties is onek duty to one’s mlt, Hi» linr baitii i« 

betrayed in his later phllaofhTing* with whilmti Icivr* «f 
SmiJash, now grown up into diiigrrratdr* httrd* ralndaling 
women. Trefustsk trickery of Hir (1wrle» tiia unfeel- 

ing deception of Certrude Id«d*ay, hi* l«i*r falirry «f t^dy 
Brandon, his nn«leadi«g prinnim? to Krikine, »rp all e^liibition* 
of hk Jesuitical policy. The r^fmnrnt of Hori»li«m an*l ibf 
New Morality, Trefiwik Im* no scrupiri in wiploying tittfair 
means to secure wlmtioever be wanl^—for tb# riit** of kl»*ur 


curious triumph achieved by ” our only w«l»ni tkmnmtkt^** ai 
he calk Bernard Shaw, in view of tfw fart ll«l |4ti«w twa nrttr 
hesitated at Interpreting women m l»*b «f fir**y. I© lb# 
novels we find premonition* of 8l«wk l«lrr alliltni# taw»iti 

^“The hero i« r«n«rk«We wltlwttl Maf kU u 

hero, hi not only vlolatri! vwry mnmt at Hi# T*m Jmm» m tM 

Griou)(^ but every cnnoit of wjotlwiwtl Vf#U, ta 
man’s clwmctftr Is rotted «t the mrt ty ttw Iwl I# '!» m trm 
the moral mluc of sueh an m Mf. 

JUrmrd Bhm‘» Wwtm of Fktim, % Mbmmif. In 
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wonirii. Soinr »us|Hrji!}i «f Shnn*.** Ilu'cirj tlmti womarj ** lttk« 
th<* initiiitivr in nvx busincHfi ” <lnvvr}s u|u>n u« when Mw-clgi? 

nprnl^V Owtn Jnrk; hut I,ydm (’«rew, th»t 

hlw»cth‘M lltoen ty|H% i» wnyttjirig' tmt the huntreKM, An tlnsncml 
Sockdhi apvm tnir rye«; fnr Ht'uriettrt stnunrleMlj jHiriuei* th« 
muekinn I'refusia nnil r%httu«t*« every feminine wile in the effort 
to itidure hint to return t<i the rhitin* of wedioek. 'fhe idea ii 
aluti ti|i|»er«Htst in thi* final »rene, in whieh IVefus^ifi, hy means 
of It little tlittlKdirally rtmrotdrtl sentiment, inrMtiules the pur- 
itiing Ceertrutle to give litm up, atul, ** for his sake/* to marry 
Erskine. When Hhaw eame to erret his thrtiry into a system 
in Man nnd Smprrmtttt he threw a dimd of light upon all hii 
former work. There i» a key note to the philosophy of every 
great or pkmerr thinker; Mh»kra|«*are haii hia Hnndet, Wagner 
hit Free-willing of Nere**ity, Hrliopimhaurr his Will to Live, 
and Hmtwrhr hi« Will to Power. Ho Hhaw » the apostle of tlw* 
Life Forre, a* he rails it i and wroniBii is iitrarnalr life foree— 
|Kitetit instrument of tlwl irmiiiitde, «erret, blind impuLe whieh 
Naluft* wsrid* for her own tr«ti*rrtidenl piirpows, hect!le» of 
tltt? fwdifig*, wrifarr, or h»p|iine»« of tmlividualn. Ilrcognktng 
woman m the prifiwl vital agmry in the fulfilment t»f Natun/s 
liwi* hr has mil tiiitmturally rome to regard her »* ** rnueh 
more forwifialdr llwn man, tw-rau^r »!ir is, m it were, arehetypal, 
lielongtng t« tin* original strurturr of tiling*, and h«» iMdiiml lH?r 
wrtivity, •twnrtitfir* lirnrtolrnt and more often mMlrvolent, the 
gr#»l aulliorily of Hatiirr lirfM-lf.** * thuler the «|k*II of thii 
fi|«u»ilile rtiiivirtiiifi* Hlww rfidnw# woiimii with all the aUribiitw 
of a hiinil, iinrrawning, iin»rru|t«lt»«® forrr of nature. Ami 
fcir hi« faith he mn tint! amplr »ti{i|mrt in the literature of an 
age whirti prmliiml |lrliii|*5nh»tier*s Ks»a.^ m I'ht 

Th^ Triumph of ihnth, 

Jmt^t fCrdgdMtt Tk0 Tmfammding nf C-*«w#fllii., With great 
ailwltnrti, lint with » nmmm inrotwittenry in one who has 
•f^nt year** of hi* lift iii ** hlatiiiog the Hard/* Hh«w llml* the 
ehfcf »tip|iort fur lik rliitn In I hr pky* of Hh»kr*|w*nrr 
ly blancliilniiifiil, ftcrtiiwpliihi?* htr pwrp«*e; l^lifand* 


*Thi *» »f Mr. W. L. 
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ensnares Fenliimnd with tin* words '*1 wimld i»»l h«v 

companion in the world but ymu I wrii votir wifr if f«ii will 
marry me.” Juliet neales lituuro's drfrm-m niir h_v n«r, *itJ 
there is DeKdeinona with her fond “ hmt ” , Miirtriuti, thr 
strategist; Helena, pursuing the rerrr«nt lirrtr«i«. ttitvw, 
powerless to hide her and poor, iiwd» turlaurlmly 

Ophelia. 

One has only to pw in rev«‘W Sfw*'* work, friwn Jn r»^ 
social Socialisl to ami Superman, to dtw'uvrr tli4t iH-r 

sistent exemplifiention of his thetiry that ** »«»»« it llir nttr»iirf 
and contriver, man tlie pur»urti and Isnlwh in 

his very first play, we find Shaw’s ronefrlc «f linn 

Juan’s statement that ** a wonmn wpeking » i* thr tnmt 

unscrupulous of all the Imiatu of prey.’* Ail tiw tiirti «i Siw**» 
plays seem to sufTer, not frium I*rt»»»y*», tint frtuii t'liarlrrs/i 
complaint; “At no time have I Irnheii ilw ««§ pnf mmi 

women with my advance* m womm h«vr |»rr»rriilrfl n*r.** Alt 
seem to labour under the cimvlctittii llwt tfir tn-.tl «f 

a man “does not prevail iigaiml liiiii iitili! Iii« rrt»«tiitirr g^tlirr* 
her energy to a etinmi, at which sh*- darr» tn tiirim mmmy Itrr 
customary exploitations of the rti«trntii»fwl And 

dutiful poses, and ckirn him by nitural right for m p«r|«*#r llwt 
far transcends their mortal personal pitr|Mi»r.*/* I'lw t|tiiiitr*“ 
sence of the Shavian woman i# Anti tlwi ” tiitwl 

gorgeous of all iny female erruturr*,” »* Hi*** rail# livr- ^ 
mearaation of fecundity in Nature, wilful, i«’ 

modwt, aggreiBtvc, doniiimnt— T*»»er t« otwy iwr 
biologiaal iraperative. 

'Kie appearance of Bhawk Ihtory m Am I'msm-iml Smktlmi 
is rtsponsible for this divagalkm ttf mim fmm the ilwitir of ifw 
novels, this anticipation of tlic fttfilnlor of llir p|«y«. 

It k liighly unreaaonabli to tuppt^* lli«t ttir r»|,iimtiitw«* of 
sudh a tiiwry on 8hft.w*« p«.rt m m |wrvrrw «««! ifti|M»i» trirh, 
dedguad wldy ipat>ir k bmrggok: 8h«w h«» tlrjtPii li»f» hi# 
theory ''in oountlesi dtlibemtt A» m 

coac^fc, M an inter|:iretation of woimhi liy mt lit lb 

fault can be found with Shaw m the Ifiitttf, No Ofir ran 
Shaw’s right to hk optaion. Evtn m m e#»rt t« tlic 


HHjdrrn I%iigU»h dramm, Blmw’s drlincatiun of wokumi t» far 
from tHniiic iiiworthy of r<in»iflt*ralitin, thou|fh it ha» i«w»g 
witii* of llir mark iti rxit^grroHvt* rrartitm n^tuwt tko rowiiatic' 
st*filinir«tiiliSif» t»f tlu* Koglii*}} SImw’s Wllm*^n art loll 

t>f |H}r|»o»»' tt»ul vibilily tlir mn%t “ lulvanrwl ** of womt® lift 
ftparrl io'O i.r ti. rir ri||ht«, ill rmohilt* ^Iftmiiiriiilion to ovtrride 
all tilt* hiirrit-ra of riirmit j lyuf “ prwrbnt 

prtidvry,” in fo-rffi’t rt-ndiiirs* tti forr||t> nil rottBidfraUtiiiM of 
good didirary* mmirsttyt omivoidtoiml virtwe. Tbt*y 

rutldr«»ij rr|nidiatr all iliitsr tnm}i!i**s wldcdi luivr It'd nuui to 
dills In*!' Id* ” brttrf iiidf.** iidwtakr ininsislf* tn |mif}tirig 

wmiifiiii mst rt» dir milivi miriiwtUy i», but «« his prmmrtdvwl 
|}hiloiitt|diit' r«t|iurr< Iwr lo ln% lit* idimks down for our 

iit»|>frti«ii Ira* fi bfr likr |ii}rtr#i}l of till* rtrrmd f»*mi«ine Ihari 
tt |diilt»«»|diit* lntrr|irrt«tiim of tlir ** »tijirritir wx,** Simw is 
it ft’fimrkftldr rrilir of lift*, CVrlwiti filww «f iniman 
ifiiiiiitirs'd «r liiuirtTuIrtl by hr 1«.» tlrpitded with ii 

vrrarity, m rlrvrrnrs»» n spafkbtig briiiknry iiryond »tll prawr. 
Hut it In iiiir tbnig lo portfity «ii imltvidiial* a liitally difformt 
tiling to iiMiiniliirr *t ty|ir. A wdtiirr tikr lib»iit*rhlt» 

ii darr -ilrvil itkr Ibiilgitm, » mini«t.rr lik«» tlartJnrr, n brro likr 
or Hapolrou, « wnm-r bkr Valrntinr, a Hoinaliit likr 
Trrfti«i», rt likr Hyrnti idl thrsr tniiy h«¥r lirrd. 

Hliaw doiibllr#* mil wtonrtifitr* dors- to tbriV 

rouiili*r|ittrt*, if not in blrraturr, rrrtniiily in rwl Itfr. But to 
•ay llwt all *«ldi*?f» nrr likr Bhtnlsrbli, for rxampiri « littir 
iiiorr fwilisli Ilian to %«jr tlinl nil wowrn arr lfk« Bl««ehr» likr 
♦ltditt, likr Ann. tilnl ilrfrrt in Htittw** wtwntn k that thry 

are ttHi liklant, t«*« obtwtWi Um rriidt. Tliry art iarklng in 
wy*t«?ry, in fiiwr •nbtlrly* in tl» anud obsfinirrr 

biitiiirt* i»f iri, in thr »rt.« iif rxt|tiiiitr itdnrtiiin, of kmiiy* 
frit yrt wnly half -ditiiitfl nlhirrint-nt,® Thr Life Forrr gora 
alwitt it* iwr woiiW f»iii rtwifiil Mr. 8baw» not nfnndy 

and with a hkrr »f lrtifn|irfi, but by a thimwiml drviotif «i*d 
lildtirn Ilf rotirw* tbrrr i« tin? dnnip'r of tnking 

** T^rit »m ri»rF|»llr*#i« tn ttiN nf Cbtly* 
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Shaw too seriouHlj. Mr. Arc*hi*r wittily. Imt. mimtt «tl. rttlirrij 
truthfully, dubbed Atm a “ tiiythtd«ic«ral ummtrr/^ At « 
pendant to Everyman of the Duleh momlity. Atm way !«• ibr 
Everywoman of the Hlmviaii iiiorBlity. But r%'rii H|»«w Iwitwlf 
admits, with wily fwirm-Hs, tliiit while. Ann may 

be Everywonmn according to the Sltavian yrt in 

practical, every-day exiatcnee tlirrr «rr rmif»!ir»s wtutini who 
arc not Ann. 

If faith ii to be placed in M. fcmilr FagwHs dirttnii llwt m 
exceptional work of art w ever written by anyone Iwforr rrarh* 
ing the age of thirty, then Sltaw’a iinvrl* »rr ilrbarrrtl liy Hit 
Statute of Limitatloni. Tin* ** inrptitiifle ** of lii» of 

which Mr. Shaw once »pok« to me, m atlrilitilabli? to llir f«rl 
that during this early periml lie fid upon l«* iwwniniitbfi. 
Ho had not yet come into any deep fir really vital rtiifimiiftitin 
with humanity. Produced in lliil iniprrwitinatiip iwriml wlim 
dreaming seems preferable to living, tlir niivcH ltri»tir with 
faults— iramaturitiw of form* midwtww of rt|ire**i««, lilwlant 
didactici. They are often loose and ditjoifilful, grtirrally krking 
in closely articulated itructnrr. With all tit« |ireirfiii«*il rfurt at 
realism, Shaw has failed to impart Ici hii notrl* tl»t «tir i|u*lity 
without which no modern work of irilvi* art rati l*lr llir wry 
highest rank— inevitableneM, To Shaw, a,s tt» art i* lifr 
seen through a temfieraincnt. And I often rrrrivr llir i!tt|irr*«lofi 
that Shaw’s novelt arc lefa faithful rermni.# of f'i*fitrt«|»«rary 
existence than document* rtwktiw of Itemarti Hlww. Hlww » 
lacking in artistie telf-reitrainti like Hit Ipi# pf»|iag«iili*l, 
seems almost unwilling to accept fnete a# ihj nrr, •» m^f l« 
he to impose upon th^ tht itamp of hw wditkliiml pmllfcrtlotti. 
It is the strangest of paradoiw that on# wki rkloii f«r kkmmW 
Hiat mm and prletliii gift-— tin i.bao«i»lly py#*igfit 

of realist— should havt ip«it hi# ltf« i» »iififr«foiir t« i* 

the. mask of Shaw upon the fact of lift. 

** The gods know that Bt-maril Slwiw Ima wuny ito* of mtilasioii 
to mmm for when he reach* tht pemk of f%r- 

nassufi” -wfitw Mr. Huntktrj ^tnit for m om ml lik iiia*y 
gifts wttl k he so steraly taken to tail m tli# •»*t#d of 
novelisi , , , ’l^ert is more mUm Im^t tor »t«r«ly, 
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viiicirttHi, rh«rart«»r cmiLiig flrtiwri in tin* am* pris5t‘-%htmg 
novi'l »f Hrmarcl SImw tiinn in tin* rntirr t’wbwt'b wnrk of iiu» 
stylistic' St«*vrit»on ! . . . Sb«w miubi retnk bigiirr fi» a nt»voIist 
than a« a tlriuimti»t - always Hrirt'ting ft»r jmiginrrit tbt' supreme 
pagra of bis talr«» page* wbrrt'in rbaraetfr, wit» imrnour* pathcw, 
fantasy, «ml obsrrvation art* minghul with an overwhelming 
effret.*’ * While there h inurh of truth in wlmt Mr, Iluneker 
my»t I shouUI boh! c|uile the opptwitr tipiiuon eoneerntng Slmw’^i 
relative merits m novelist aiwl drainatist. Not the least sig-" 
niflraut fraturr of the novels, to my mind, is their foreshadowing 
of the future dramatist. t *ruriui$g over the pages of the 
noveli, from flrat to last one rarumf but ahnvtvt* this reeurrent 
trait; Shaw always M*r« lit» eharaeter* in a “situation.** It ii 
dilRciiH to read one «f Hlww's novels without uneouieioualy 
looking for the stage dlrertioiw, Pruuti an !te i* of hi* gifts 
»s a “ firtiiiiiist,** no one i» tiuire c‘ou»eiwus than k Shaw hiuwelf 
of hw defirirnrse* in thi» riUw. With tii» ru*twmiry sueeinetnwi, 
hf «nc*e put the east* to mr as it really hi “ ]tly novels are very 
green tbingi, very rttrefully written.** 

* |lem#ril llA#w md la Jtuw, IMB. 

f It l« wort% »f fWtt-ifk lltal Itw of it*tm dmtm^ tk§ drtkti, 

w tfalltt* tiiib !♦*.» |#o|ttt*dl ««t, aerwralely iiwflpirr* ttw wwltwtoo of 
C%*rffafei, *I1» iltttiitl-iw, t&e mtf WMitta, are atmoit I4witle«i. 
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I ^OK tlir «twctrnt uf Hlww’* work «»<! rurwr, thertj is no escape 
fr«m tl»r rrsrinliianrr, RUiifrficial or vital, between Shaw 
hinwif mui the mmu-nmn roioit- figures lie has projected upon 
the lukr that Hjf runic iii}|Hi*tor, HaranufT, Hhaw has 

gunr thruugli life affiiclrti with a iimliiplieity of pernonalities. 
In 7 A# Jiilomil of 1^# iirmkfmt Tuhl^, Oliver WeiuleU Hohnei 
saiti tlmt m-lirn Iwu |»e«|ih? meet, there are always six persons 
prrwiit. lint SliMw iiwtis no parly of the second part to sum 
up llic total of |«?rM»fi«litirs j Iw^ t» eternally doggt^d with his 
own ubKi«il«ii» dmm. lleriianl HImw, the ** fictioniit **; Como 
dh the «iii*ic critir of ailinimblc fooling and pungent 

criliristn; II. II. H.* the ap«>itl» of comic miramigiame in criti- 
cbtii *if *rl» itiiisic. Mill flrama— and life; F«Shaw*’* the Gil- 
j^riian toiwydurtjfial of mmy and drama*, G#orgt Birnardl 
llliaw» Fahian, ptihlir «pi*»ker, borough councillor, 

rtfortner all tlw## dwtinct characters m Blmw, in Maeter- 
liorkiait phra*#, c«it.*t«iliy ntwllng u|Mjn the highway of fate. 
It in tlw piwinc# of ll»r li^rnpher to dettei, among this con- 
fu«itig rliiUfi t:if idftiWM, the real man, 

III liifl^, tliff carwr of llcrimnl Bhaw the ** flclionkt ciime 
to «« atiriipl »«d ifial ronrluMtiii, While this first and intro- 
dtirtiiry cliapt^r i» the litKik of Bh*w’« multiplex li/c wai being 
wrillfii, llic iiial»rki f«r wiullwr and infinitely mottt important 
chapter slowly tiding rfillectcfl and arranged. With thi« 
ci«pl»r tli« life «f ttw rtml Bhaw. 

A* tir hittiitif h** Iniil w«, lii« parmti pullet! him through the 
par* In witicli eam«l acittdng. But hr wa* pt*rpetually 
** gfiiMlbg »w*y ** ttl ttwiwlhliig* ptrpttually feeling hi« way 
tfiwnni* nm^mm and i#i^ii»rtry. The illfertily of his interest* 
wm r«ft*rl*iilc I ncit.hing l»# toucluftl proved hanal or unfruitful. 
Thk iif iiilcrwla— lit# dfterialiwtlon to gmap, Bit 

tforl to «i«it«fi #v«fy iubjwt that emnw to h» hmfid—ia iltbte 
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leas than concJuaivf aa nn f\plni»fi«n t»f 
“I (lid not start life with « pr«»f?r»iniiM’. I *iiiinlv acrrutrtl 
t'verj job offeml to me, ami 1 <tid it the !«•*! wav I rmiltl” In 
tJiia ainiple and straight ft>rward slrttniinit in tlir h-y to 

that diversity of talent, that rattgi? of aldhty, *l»rli i% |»rrl}a|}* 
the most striking and noteworthy vlmfm-irmtw tf»i rare 
and eccentric genins. 

The decisive and revokitionary rlwrige# in 8li»w*8 troiy 
“ chequered ” career were due, in all cii*r*, t»i tb*' atlven- 

titious or deliberate influence at Miint ihniiiiwnt |»«'r«wa!il)* in 
literature or in life. The crueinl eoiijiwirliw* in lii* ranvr art 
closely asioeiated with t}«* name* tif Htielky, Ilm-n, Hirlm-lw, 
Marx, Wagner, Mo»rt and Michael Angeltf. in art, m%^m^ 
literature and philoiophy; witit tla^ names aiitl 
among others, in life of Jaintt I#*igb Joytw, llw S4«lt f»iiiily, 
Henry Gtorgi* Sidney Wdbb, Willkin Mftrrti awdl 
Archer. 

In Bhaw*8 acquaintanct with the kl# J«tw» ^ m ftniml 

the germ of that strennoiw propagmadkt aclitity »l«ch iiwy 
be called the most dtflnitiv# «xpr«»i<w of iifr. It mm 

in 1879 that Shaw ftr#t b©c«i» intlitiate with mitl with 

those various subjects, connectftl with ioi»*ie anti 
on tlie scientific side, to which Lecky dtviitwl •« tiitirh of km 
energy and attention. One# iattr»t#*l tti puetiitl, 
would become so enthused that Iw would dtwwd «f h** friwdi 
an interest therein commerwiirtt# with hti «»». Tlii* ^tifrr- 
ously altrulitic spirit of l^cky''* provrf of grmt to 

Shaw, who set his eritl«l brain to work mmmy of th» 

problems which Ltcky brought to lt» ‘Throiigli 

Licky, Shaw acquired a working kiiewW^ of T»ffi|i»faiiwil, 
ooneeraing which ht on(*t bnaated lh«l h# w» pwitaWy Up only 
Mttg mutieal crtlie who knew what it, i»«»l i «,^i m iJti* «ppr«- 
dkiim of Pitman’s Sho¥than^»-wych to rotiM irrito «l tto «t» 
of 'tw«ty words per minute atol Mmkf nol on 

any tmm k-as probably the wowt tyit^ »f #f«r 

^Anthor pf the m Ttwawiwwt »f tii^^ 1^^ 

Ihe flrtt tdtttafi ©f umv^§ •/ 
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invriitril, y*‘t Bh* tH’»t |iir»hrd «ii its Inwinesi iidf. Together 
I^H’ky »*t»t HImw ghithrd ntiil tli«riww‘d Phoiielics, aod while 
Shaw’» ksHiwIriigr fi! thr Mihji'rt was hy ao rtimna exhauftm, 
his intrrr»l sii it lm» »iiirr wrvril ii« a pmnamut protection 
iigiuiisit «o»"li *uprrfh‘tttl rfttrh-|H*uny wtiiff* a« the reforraedl ipelF 

ii»g» lhal «rr iiivrfitrd rvrry »ix nioiBh* hy faddistn, Shaw’s 
inihvitliwi tomir »>f ptiiirttwUon, his yst* of wpactnl letters in 
plarr «f itfiltrs, his nhumi total rrjrrtion, an Bihliral authority, 
whirli lir sirrrplrji for ofirr, {if i|u«tiition marks, and thoi© 
fmnirr{»U'‘ oriicitml rtdrs tif puurtuatum iiiui phtmetim which he 
!wn (ram fiitir to tiiw f»»rfmdtttrtl in maga/.iiu* and daily press,* 
fifjtl Ihrir ramm dVlrc in Hhaw’s early awociation with Lecky 
and i»iih*r{|iirii! ftripwintiinrr, through Lerky’i instrumentality, 
willi llir Intr Alrtftfidrr Ellii and Itenry Sweet, of Oxford. As 
rr«ilrr» of tlir fiiitr* tii Vapittin C&mmnkm may 

gather,, Shaw arrrpt» Hwwt a» hi* authority ; indml, he highly 
v«liir» lii» ttripiaititatirr with thiit. ** revolutionary don,” m he 
liiiii* »f«l Miirr said tlial, in any otlwr plaei* or country in 
thr wtirld, Hwrrt wiiiild la* l«-ltrr known than even Shaw himself. 
Thr kiiiiatrdgr t»f |iliutirtir», tlw interest in languagt-refonn 
ariltiiiTil tlirMsifili hi* «r*|iwitftMnrr with mim like Lecky, Ellis 
anil Sw«"l w tlir Mr. Shaw *mer told me, of the 

fart that Itir rtirltiry dmirrt, witirli »o lwfuddlr» and aitoundi 
tlir rrailrr* of ('apltim BmgAtmmrM ii far more 

•rirnliir in it» «oaly*i» of EoiHitm roster lingo tl»n anything 
that li»«l |irrti«ti»ly t»rriirrrd in flrtioii. 

In Ihr wiiilrr «f IMtih t4*rkir jtiinrd tt delmting club, called 
TIr &trtir*i Sorirly, niitiilwring mnong iii meinben Mr. Sidney 
Wrlth, Mr. Emil liarrkr, «n»i Mr. J. Cl. tioikrd. It was a »ort 
of ” jiifiitir riipf *’ of lb** tiiirtf wrlbknoww Dialectical Society, 
wliich lifliii ftiiindwl to ili»ru®-» Stuart Mill’i titay on lub- 

* w*tiy «fik*tr» i*tt tti-r** wiy ^ ritfd ttw* follow- 

tef? 4 i*lm fm hi llif Mm-mimg Attpist teth, 

mtii m l® 4 »m» pf 4 §k 4 »mit, 44 tL, August 

IWIi «»• 14# Pmm fm nmd Mmdmm, In 

r*# A|irll, IWt, fsf*. «l«» Mf. WlHtw Andtef* two 

mf»im r. t*h»mlir HpplUuf, In tlw AVw. Awfiwt 

l«E i«l i Mam's mmrnf^ WmfM^Mm§H*K ta B* Mmming 
Aagwt mth, IW*. 
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crty not long' nftt-r its apiifurnun* in print, Bath «ocit*tic*?i wrrt 
strongly^ Miltit** i ht>th tlu*r«‘ unn rtnuplftr frmlnjn of iUmcum- 
sion, polilirni, n-iigious amt Womm tank li prcnuiiirnt 

part in tin* «!fbntrs* wJiirli uftni tlcali with snhjfrta ctnitn'-ritiri^ 
their righin, initresf.s luui wt-Ifarf, A nntrworUiy ffaliirr «»f 
them* (h’l)atr«» parlirulnrly in ri*lalioit to Slmw’a fnturt‘ (lt‘% rl»»p“ 
ment an a pulilir Hpraker, aiul a rritir well, wan tlint rarh 
Hpenker, at the eonciusion of hi« iniglit Iw craM^t oxiiiii” 

inetl on it by any onr of the tithcrs in ti srriri* of cjut'nliotw. 
In tluH Hocicty MnlthuH^ Ingfr««ll» Darwin anti Ilorhort S|H*nrrr 
were lieltl in eHpirial revermns 'Thr workw of Hoxloy, 'FyitBail 
and (»eorge Eliot were on tin* nbrlveit of all i!a* iiioniJH'rs. ‘'Etw 
tone of the sorirty vra« vrry ** advanmi "-'indivitluHlt^tir, 
atlieintici evolutionary, timmpioriship of thi^ Married WoiiwnV 
Property Act wa« arareely wleneed by the Art Itaelf, The fm't 
that Mrn. BewntV children were torn from her like 8hidlry*s* 
aroused hot imiignation, m diti the prtwrulioii* for ** bla*- 
pheniy ” then going on. It w not without significance that* even 
at this times Bhaw was Hoeialwl enough to defend the? actioii of 
the State in both cases. IndiHal, he has ttlwaji Immi iw he rtnr# 
told nits somewhat of 6\t«rriH*a opinion that ” Thert* may be wetine 
doubt HH to who are the best people to have charge of cldirlireii I 
but there ran be no iloubt Ibat the parenti art? the wcrr«t.** 
Strange jest of fatts Hlmw la^gan his career by joining a Mtrrirly 
whoKt* inemhers regarded Bmdidisiii m» an expltidod failttryl 
How little did anyone dream that, even tlitn, undergrouiwl 
rumblings of the approarbing revolution might bi? fatiittly 
heard 1 That rerurrent ipiimlreenniM.l cyck of 8oeittliiti«? up- 
heaval of which Karl Kaiitsky ha* »omi»wlttre ipcikcjin* w«» well- 
nigh compleietl. Within five ymm Sockliim waa to burat ftirlb 
with fresh impetu!*, awwp Iht? younger generation along wttb it» 
and plunge the Dialeetical and Zetetical 8ociett« into the 
“ blind eave of eternid night.** 

Oni night in the winter of Ifffit Eecky draggcdl Shaw to- » 
mettiag of the $5ctetic«l Society, which tfitn met weekly In -tliB 
room! of the Woman*« Frolctdive mid Frovldtnt In 

Great Quwn 8trr?et, Long Acre, It will to related eli-ewlwrt 
why Shaw decided to join the »oelety at once; laffllco It to s*j 
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here that he became a frequent attendant upon the meetings of 
the society, entering actively, if haltingly, into discussion and 
debate. The importance, in its bearing upon Shaw’s subsequent 
career as a man of affairs and a man of letters, of an acquaint- 
ance he formed at this time through the accident of joining the 
Zetetical Society, can scarcely be overestimated. A few weeks 
after joining the society Shaw’s keenest interest was aroused 
in a speaker who took part in one of the debates. This speaker 
was a young man of about twenty-one, rather below middle 
height, with small, pretty hands and feet, and a profile that 
suggested, on account of the nose and imperial, an improvement 
on Napoleon the Third. I well remember the animated way 
in which Mr. Shaw described to me the man and the occurrence. 
“ He had a fine forehead, a long head, eyes that were built on 
top of two highly developed organs of speech (according to the 
phrenologists), and remarkably thick, strong, dark hair. He 
knew all about the subject of debate; knew more than the lec- 
turer; knew more than anybody present; had read everything 
that had ever been written on the subject; and remembered all 
the facts that bore on it. He used notes, read them, ticked 
them off one by one, threw them away, and finished with a 
coolness and clearness that, to me in my then trembling state, 
seemed miraculous. This young man was the ablest man in 
England — Sidney Webb.” Then a trembling novice, yet subse- 
quently to be known as the cleverest man in England, Shaw 
to-day does not hesitate to pay full honour to the part Sidney 
Webb has played in his career. The extent and value of this 
association will reveal itself in due course. Shaw has said and 
done a thousand clever things ; but, as he once freely confessed 
to me, “ Quite the cleverest thing I ever did in my life was to 
force my friendship on Webb, to extort his, and keep it.” 

After Shaw had been a member of the Zetetical Society for 
about a year, he joined the Dialectical Society, and was faithful 
to it for years after it had dwindled into a little group of five 
or six friends of Dr. Drysdale, the apostle of Malthus. Shaw 
subsequently joined another debating society, the Bedford, pre- 
sided over by Stopford Brooke, who had not then given up his 
pastorate at Bedford Chapel to devote himself exclusively to 
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literature. Ihmng thrsf jf’t'ars* part sriifiirlt 

in the next chapter, Shaw was aluwh liiisiirit in ffn. 

art of public «|K*akin|c. Tlw ffrftri*»t4ii«»*i *»f ih-*- plaif.iim i^rrw 
upon him tlailj. He iwl oiiljr s|«4«- fr«j»iriatlt hisiisrif, |,nt 
also attended public mt-cting* af r\rry Ir,srw!«i 4 lit prrfrpt. 
expwienco, and exwnpl© the %m‘vri% i»f ihr «if .»f |i!air*»rw 
speaking. With doggie pi«r»ttlrf»rr, lir «si?rli, d shmjf, 
aa|uiring what he hi«w*lf h«-p railril ihr !|ir 

conscience and the «f thr «iatr«tsirtft 

During Iheic ycara hr had grathwli)- »«,| *irr|»rti«| 

his knowledge of the svihjeri# whirh |trrj*M|ir,«||%’ i-ajHr m|* fi,r 
discussion in tlie various drbalitig Mirirln** hr fiail J- In 
hii boyhood ht l»d rctwl Mill <»ii Lilirrtt, «« lb- jirr9riii«ti%-e 
Governnienl, and on the Laitil A»sl hr •«* fsiiit 

the eq^ual of his eo-debalers in litiwlnigr ami *-*»5lt|»rrlfer-fis«*i|| 
of the evolutionary idi?«» wild tlr*irir» «! ‘f tfsibif, 

Huixley, Spencer, Gtmrgc Pdiot, ami thrtr |li»! »f |i*t. 

litieal economy he knew It us tiwt 

hi-8 attention was flwt dbfinitrly tlirrrlrfi mt«i ihr n-immmr 
channel 

England and Irtland were greatly tip «! ili» 11111 ® by 

the arrest of Htmry G«>rge and I.rigli Jsiytw* *■* 

picious strangcre ’* in Irrland iA«ipt*i, inmt}. « 

master of Eton, wbbing to mr Maori Iwng of ilir |i€t|Mi|^r 
of the Irish HlOVCminiti ll■ml|f|pllnirtl Griirgr «.• a rnrrc9|KffM|rnt 
of the London Timpi, immgv mm imlsfig «ti snt«isi|siis«i» of 
the situation in Ireland prclittiiiwry l« In* ««!' |i»«n«> 

ganda in belndf of his Biiiglr T«i llp«r»r», rfiiifsri,«lri| m IVtif 
rw and Pox^rty. Tlw arrest nf Cw*«fgr «fnl *»« ilir 

charge of tieiug agent* of tk* Frrii«fi», «*• wtiirlt rtsisiftimlrfl 
on in the newspapers of Great Britain atiil Ir^kiwi, 
in a Parliamentary qtiririortiag. Prngrrm ami Pt^vetp. fin*- 
nounced by Alfrwl KiimcI W^alkrr i|i«» 

remarkable and important work of ll»r iiifi-rWnili rnttiirv,** 
began to sell by the tlmiiattotlsi it *«* protriiiirtilif rr%sr-»«l 
the London Timx and dorefii of oifitf pmprn , mmi frit 

at last that he was “ litgimiiag t*i llir 

cneouragernent came from the I^ntl 

fiNI 


THE FABIAN SOCIETY 


which had been founded in London early in 1882, with Alfred 
Russel Wallace at its head.* “ It contained in its member- 
ship,” says Mr. Henry George, Jr., in his biography of his 
father, “ those who, like Wallace, desired to take possession of 
the land by purchase and then have the State exact an annual 
quit-rent from whoever held it; those who had the Socialistic 
idea of having the State take possession of the land with or 
without compensation and then manage it ; and those who, with 
Henry George, repudiated all idea of either compensation or of 
management, and would recognize common rights to land simply 
by having the State appropriate its annual value by taxation. 
Such conflicting elements could not long continue together, and 
soon those holding the George idea withdrew and organized on 
their own distinctive lines, giving the name of the Land Reform 
Union to their organization.” While interest was at fever heat, 
George was invited by the Land Nationalization Society to 
lecture under the auspices of a working men’s audience in 
Memorial Hall. The bill, a true copy of which lies before me, 
reads as follows: 

LAND NATIONALIZATION. 

Memorial Hall, 

Earringdon Street, 

On Tuesday, September 5th, 1882. 

Under auspices of 

THE LAND NATIONALIZATION SOCIETY. 

Professor 
F. W. Newman 
will preside. 

George’s speech that night was the torch that “ kindled the 
fire in England” — a fire which he afterwards said no human 
power could put out. It was the masses that George was trying 
to educate and arouse. It was the masses whose ear he caught 
that night. 

* Compare Land Nationalization: Its Necessity and Its Aims, by Alfred 
Russel Wallace. Swan, Sonnenschein and Co., 1892. 
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George Eliot« !-- |"ini iiwv writ »lso«l.i*r. 'I’lir imj^a iHsin- «f 
the economic baniJi d»twiinl «« isir,” Shaw i»»« r« ?i,i 
and Poneftp; and many of tfir «lwrrvati«is* ilw fjffrrn- 

year-old Bhaw had uiirtirisritiiisli* lUfuir fi«>« i«m4 ph » •ig.- 
nifleance Httk* 8ii»}R*etetl in thr rarly llHiil.n tl«%» j*! im imiif. 
ference to land agency .f 

Shaw WU8 80 profi»ttndfy ini|»rr**r«| hi- the Iwm*- »*f' lirnry 
Gcorge’i conclusions and »iiggr»trd rrf»r4s«il mmnttfn llwl, 
shortly aftc?r reading Prw^'TrM ii««/ I'wi-rri*/. I«- »,■«! i** ^ tm-rimg 
of the Social Democratic Ktimilnni, «i}i| ili»-rr aumr i«i 
agaiiiHt their drawing a r«l hm-ing firr»«s I hr ir«rl 
by George. The only satisfurlion hr l«tii ««» i« |«- i«|,i timt 
he Wiia a novice: liemi (’nftiial, i'»nirj|| ssmit,” wat lltr 

condescending redort of tlw tk-murr*!®. Hlmw |«ri»Hi|it|y 


* Compare (‘'Impter VI, tar l#ww*» »»n «f |ii» rtintfriitim t# 

Henry Cwar^, 

t No imire ^Ij^niftraat mfitrurlkikw twtwrrK jsfwrllrr «f>s| r«*ft*fc'l|s*ti r« 
be found In vSlmw'ji nrrrr lham Um ittlwrm}! li» it» f»ri ifc,i i*. |»rg«ti 

life by eolleetijig Irkh rrnkf “ ’IIrw Iiaiwlft katr ii» c*f«w4 

8hllling« of the sweated hwsb«wli«as». istwl IwiMk*! ii>»! !*» liw 

landlord - he, ptKie devil! h«fl aotWng la tU W'lifi ii hmi **» ilw *»s»ft. 
pgee, with li «jdla!i}e «|eiiMetl»*n far «»y |»rijirt|i*| «|*» %mmgM *tw iliw*. 
artM.” Not, wltlunU tt* spire c»f hiwiwr, «!»«». i« ii» tmi timt Mmw h 
to-day an abmUer lamllurd, having *trriwl fftm$ tii» 
on which her family !ive4 for ^nrrmtrn* tiy ttvnngmging mnmhf 

that Mr, Hhaw eonteiiipIairi» with ftiingir4 l|»«l *isirfc h# 

has condemned from a tlwu^moi pklforw*. r#rrte4 in m» 
between bl« apnt* and hi* mortgap**! 

im 
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wrjil »II*I tlul nil, niul thru fiiuuil* m In* oijrt* *«»!, thflt Ills 
fttlvisrra wi-rr iiwi'-it riu'k, n« ttu-y !»t«i not rrwd it thrniwlvrfi ! 
It wfiu tlirii rti-rt'^spiiltlr i»nly in thr Frriu’}} vi‘r»ion at thr Ilritisli 
^Insrnin. \\ jUsrtisi Arrlsrr Iwin t«j thr tlilt^rnri* with 

whirti ShrtW <itn«hftl .Marxes grrat work; hr rntight ht» flwt 
g|jiii|r»r of Shiiw in thr Brifiah .MiiHi-inn Litirnry, whrrr lit* 
iiititri'd <1 " tiiwiiy €-tini|ilrxitin lunl nltirr** .stydy- 

ifi|f sltmudrly li not Dag Ahi/nVn/, nntl an 

yrriii”it mi ssrmr *»f 7V’*sfti« iiml lattltit'f 

Whtir D^r^iiij Hn^lri., H}trni'rr «inl tlsrir srh«Hil Irft n di9*tiiict 
tinprrsa n|H»» ISh«w‘a {innd, it nrvrrlh«-Ir«>i tnir that hr ni?vc*r 
tirminr « t}»r*«iifUi. * 1*0 iltty hr i* vjufrntly n|»jnwi*ti tc» 
ll«r»ini«ii tiifilrrnsh%m ; «iid yrt thr Sinivittii |ihih»n|jhy* hi«" 
Itiriraliy rctiishlrrrti, t« m iiiitiiml rttii»«|iiri!fT «»f Ihitt hittrr 

fight ftgiiiiwt rtwtnwt, liiithority. iiml itrthwhixy, 

Wiiiigtiriitrd l»f Darwin and hia f«!hiwrr». But Htmw"« «»ri» 
olcigtr ihirtniir t% « nnt of Iht* Drwrwf ttf Man nr 

III lltr Drtfrt iff KfAir*, hut nf /liis At thi« rrtirinl 

|irrJ«Ml in Hiiaw*# I'firrrf hr r^^nrtly in thr intHut fiir 
rriliirtinn t»f all thr ri»itlljrt« In tlir rnnfiirt «f rl««f«rs fnr 

rrtifiniiiir wmstrrt, **f »li st»ri«! fnrnt» t«» Ihr rrntitnisir fnritw 
nf «ihI r^rlitiitgr. 'riir rr«l »rrrrt »f ?ik|i»rs*s fai- 

dnwtinn ft*r hi«i> m» lir nttrr mnl* ** his «|»|iral tn «n iminitnrd, 
lifirrrngiiiirtl « fir» |»«»ssitfi ■ Ihr |itt»»ffni nf hairrti in 

tte riiwrr grrirftins »mii# aninng Ihr rrs|wrl#ihlr and r<htr#it«l 
tfrti«n% f«r tlir nrrnrwl nntldtr rlass in«littitii»n» tlinl had 

itirtwl, tli*#rtrtl, iHisIrih ttiiii r»rr«|itrd tiirm fr«ni tlitdr 
tn fntiml « liwlrril fnr, likr Mnrx, 

h» •‘litilr iifu ti«*l lirrti ill liitti as ilrflatirr nf f»siddlr-rl«* rrafirrtn- 
liilily* «f frv»lt fligaifi*! it* tirniiiiiliitig «fiti fiiiriilyiEing iitflnsnirr. 

Ai Sliiiw ; 

•’ * m «Bt a tmlinr on Siiriiilwm ; it i» n 

Jemniad «giiin*t lltr htmrgftnw, «i|i|inrt«l hy «tirh a nia** 
of wkiriirf* «fMl itirh « rFlmtirss griiiti* for dmiinriatinti 
M liwl isrt'rf ticrn tlfiillglll t« Iwftf l«*f»rr. It wn« fiti|»|»n»rfl 
to writtrn fur Itw working hut llir wnrhiiig 
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Marx iifvt-r It mi,% Hit* 

revolting of tlio i>nut ijt-tHsir i!%rtf Liis*«alk% Mi^rxt 

Liebkncrlit* .Morii?*, U^iuliniuj, Iln^, nil* jiko 
bourgeois cro}*!*«Hl with Mjuiri-nrrhv that |wtnh‘tl tlir flan 
red. Bakunin iind Kru|H»tkm, of tin- snilitnrjif nnd rioBIr 
caite (like Napoleon), were t»ur <-\tr«s»tr left. Tin* itiicltllr 
and upper claaseii are the n-vnUitioiiurv eleinrnt in mwlvty ; 
the proletariat i« tltc conservative elrfmnt, «» Disraeli well 
knew.’' * 

Some iuch Marxist pawion, one surmises, at»b*i«|Uentlj rarrieit 
weight with Shaw in influeneing his ehoier tjf the Fahian Hariri j 
as the fit mUim for the development ami exphntatinn tjf hiss 
energy and talent. For at heart Himw i» wlmt hi* plitysi ao 
abundantly prove him—the revolteil turntgridg. 

Not only did Marx'a jeremiad again*! the htmrifrmBip awakrti 
instant response in Shaw; it clntngetl the wholr tmor of hi» Itfr. 
No single book*~~not the Bible of orthmioxy ami respeclabilily, 
certainly—has influencwl Shaw w» much «» the bible of I lie 
working classes,” It made him a Hiwiahst. Although tw? Itsi* 
since repudiated some of the funilamental eronoiine tbrorir* of 
Marx, at this time he found to Dot Kapitol the r*»nerrtc ex|irrii-* 
sion of all those social convietioim, grievanew arid wrong* whirb 
seethed in the crater of hi® being, lie bwanie that ttt«t clclrr- 
mined, most resistless, and often imwt dangerou* of men tu deal 
with, a man with a mwion. ** From that baur,” I once beard 
Mr. Shaw say, I becamr a man with »o»iie butitiws in tliii 
world.” 

During the years I8fk1 and Hhaw threw hint.urlf heart 
and soul into the exciting taik of Hocwlkl agitation and profi*- 
gandisni. His dogged practice in ptihlic •fwakirig t*«w 
to demonstrate its value with telling rffect. While hr lik 

days in critieixlng tmok^ in the Pali Mull and pirttire* 

in the lFc>rW, he devoted hw rvenitig* t« rotwislriit and 
Sociaiiit propagandism. He »rrrpt«i intitatioiui to aililr#** »II 
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w)rt» IhhIm's till rvt-rj titty in thi* wwk, Sunday not excepted. 
KmirintH-r lii» rtmfr»»it,n that he first eaught the ear of the 
Brili»h piihlir on « ritrt in Hyde Park, to the blaring of brasi 
iKUttl*. Onritig thr«r yrari, aSti, he wiw eoining into clowe touch 
with the ytmn^vr grnrrtttion destined Moon to unite In a lolid 
phiilawt tlw' Ftttiittii SwnVty. Prohiddy no living man has 
tiHirlml inodrrii lift* at »« iniiny |i«iid« nn has Bernard Shaw. 
In hi» hfrliinr hr h»* traversed ii very lengthy arc on the circle 
of iHoderi! ridlitrr, iiHMfrrn thought and nuMlern philosophy. 
Sovereign rjiidempt for the laggard is one of Ium prominent 
clwrttrtrrislir* , hr hnnarif lm« ever tmen an ** outpost thinker” 
tm tlir firsng hue of iimdrrn mtellertunl conflict. EaRcntially 
sigitdlratil livrayw* r*»rtttittlly iiUMlrfii, Shaw owe» no small share 
of tip nliilily, his versatility, and h« breadth of interests to his 
torarintisiy artpiisilivr, arttlrly int|iii»itivr intellect. Clever ac- 
qiiaifitiincr*, liriinioitig with ideas, and «wffi<»wlng with com- 
Iwlivr iral, fiirtiisltrd griit for the i^«irlr»«ly active mill of 
Sl««*« iiilriiigrtirr. N« hiogniphy which failed to- trace the 
*h«|iiog itifliirfiiT r^erlrtl Upon Sli«w*« frantically complex 
rarrrr l»t •tirli wrn m» Ilulwrl llknd, Crahiirti Wallai, Sidney 
Dlitirr, Hwhiry Wrhli «fid William Morris, could lay just claim 
t« tir titir of grtluitir nalwral liiatnry. 

At Ihr l.»«d lirfttrm Cfitnn Shaw llr^t rnrt Sidney Olivier, 
thru tipfirr dsviamn rirrk in thr {‘ohmial Office, Sidney Webb 
«nd Sidriry Olivtrr, very rh»#r frierida, wrrr the two resident 
rlrfk« Ihrrr. Wlwn Wrldi, at Sh«w*» |M‘r«ua»iim, joined the 
Fatiian*, ilhvirr wrnl wdli him. l‘liere existed a very close 
not only Wtwrm the vari«i}« Mirmfw’rs -of the Fabian 
l^irirty, but «la« twtwcrii many of tia* ailvanrtd socieiici winch 
mtm t«i hfr at tliia timr. For ciawpk, Sidney tlllvicr, who wa» 
iccfrlary rtf Ihr Fabian Siwdrty fur *rvrral yeart, and Edwartl 
Carfirntcr’# brtilltrr, t^aplairi Alfred Carfamlrr, of the Hoyn! 
N«ty, married »i»lrr*; in thi* w»y Ihrrt* wiw a sort of family 
roftwrrlirw Iw’twrrp tlir Htadabitl aful lintimnilarian movemcnti*. 
Olifkr Iwil «»tir frirndi at ftsford with Ckalmm Wallas, who 
prolMlily iiiiucfirrii Itiriingh tlii* ronnrrticm to become a 
Faliiaii. Tl»c very iiitlwiatf cxwting lirtween Slmw, 

Wfldi. Olivier «fid Wall», and th# mnmiuenl marked influence 
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upon Shaw’H litrrnry ciin-rr nml |n-rrnr»»H!tn-,, will !«. 
elHCwIifiv at gmiti-r It-ngtli. H U nutr«firllsy thul nil of thr»r 
men pcjHHt’MStHi litefafy talents nf in* niraii urtliT. Iwwiks 

have* a worltl-witlt* reputiitiuri. Ulivirrb play, Mrg, 

Marriage, Han bmi perfarmnl l»y iln- Intmloii Hta||r Hnrirty ; 
ami iu« literary talent h«*^ ilisplaynl itwlf, imt «iily i,i pifty*. 
but alao in Yt*r«e, essay stury.* In l« his iihitity 

as a facile public s|H'akfr, Urabnfu Wal|i»« a l»f» III ■■ 

erary talent of no mean orib-r, ili»»jilayrtl tn* lw*l aslvnitiHi^*- iii 
bin book on Francis Finer, with iU bn-ul r’ipiwilitiii tjf th^. wity 
in which politicH art* wire-pullett " in Kngtjiiul hy rr*! 
reformers.f 

Another man of talent, wh«»e very «f tn'llrf arMl 

view-point exerted a sort of »tsi«ui«tin|f ioftiinirr ufwm 
was William Clarke, iin Oxford M.A.. wls«» rmilrilmtt*«l lltr 
chapter on The Indusiiial Umk of Sm-ialum to Fahmn 
A Whitmanite, with itrong ferlmg^ of rat«»niili*t ly|it% m 

spirit to Martineau, the I'mlnrwn*. «tid tlrir «tit • 

growth, the American Ethical Ht*rirty, tijirkr iiwilr npiifi Hl-«w 
an incffaccahle hnpre»»iftij. Hliaw fir«t nirt tld*. rritwrk»ltk» tiiftti 
at the Bedford Hociety'-a iiierlntg whirli iwrc fruit in Clarkr*# 
joining the Fnhian Hociely. Clarke had Irrfitreti in Amrririi, 
known Whitman, and k rrnien»l«'n'ti «.» tlie «»f arv«»r«i 

hooks. Although a «ticcr.wf«l Irritirrr, be liad hy thi.* tiiiw 
exhausted the interest of Irrturing, ta-iog mtirh nidcr tlwrt Iftc 
other Fabians, A very iiidurky nmn, tir w«a. In rf»ri*tY|tiritrr, 
very poor. It has bt*eii often «id tl»t in llw tiiilirr €if 
thropy Shaw never let hw right hand know «li«t tii* left wm* 
doing; he found a way to ndirft* iwivrrly wdtboiit. rv^rii 

ktting Clarke, wlm c|Uiirrellttl with cvrrytliing ami every 
suspect that he was the r«*eifde«t of Irm* fact tan, A¥lt#« tlw 

DaU^ Chronicle c'hnnged its. |Hjliry snil drrwW to g’ivr a rtsli.iitiii 

*Bntei'lnf the Ctilre fmn Iw swwwl m 

Secretary of the Islartil *»f frmu i**t in Itm, anil on «wsr»» 

slon* servitl bji Aetittjy (♦ovpftwr. Fr««w IW t« tw- wm prlftrl|»«l 
clerk In the W»t African iJrpartnwjitj In April, iWf, hm wms app«li*|«4 
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ill tf» rrmrrrit'* rtiid infrrr^ts, thr fclitur, ill 

jiti srfirrli l»»r hiitmt, Ijtf Stiiiw, iiuirllv ■libsH" 

ttltr*! ditrkt- Ilj Itin Jihsrr, lliul C ‘l«rkr rVrr thr truth 

it hrt'ir «»ils|»3itri{ !l»r |»r«»fimnti Juirriir of Hhaw hr 

Mlway* riitrrl«*mr»i, Him Sh«iw h*ivr rinirkliil uvrr tllf 

{iilrnt fiimrth'% * I hr »rrrrt ulitlrtuf hrujii!*! r*’^«r4«'<} nw n incir»l 
ftSiiirrliifl.!. ft munsiiumt hf>irfrmlHm, hy hi* highly imiriil 
firi»ry * *r»» t'l«rkr, nu mul iiwu'iiltwt tu fhr Imrkbtinr, 

the <>l IhsrtUSH}, hC Xjrt#^rhrl8lH, iif S!lHVisU|i«»tn, wtillfil 

|« hr thr- nl rljjnn, “ Vrt thr hu't lliftt I kllfW lil^ 

Vrtliir a»«i hihI that I rtuihi «y rvrjt with 

hi-s «»f m»-/' ,Mr hhuw Ii4il iisr» “ kr|it iiur prrft«nal 

rrJHMr*r 1‘tjliy rnnliiil, 'I’hr la^t tiiiir i riillrti «u him 

was »ii tl»*' iwritwl. Hr wa.si ^urkm^ iniuliy* «« iHtwl. 

ifr li«%r I'rrl^fiily rrfiisrfl fti m"r auymir; hill hr wii* 

ftitJlir in tliP tiat, Iiliii «»|»riirt! thr ilwif f«r lilr. WiUl a 

lift f«rr tlmt |iii%r marlr rtrii Ibiirti** fifiHilh Imik wilt 

hy riifitr#»t» hr *iinl, hi» siiut trrtfi; * I ran gtvr yiitl 

fi%T wimitrt aii»i that la «ll.‘ * My ilriif Fkrkr** I rrpHiih 

ftifilihiiU' wlty ui*«i i»*« elmly* * I mmsi Imtu iu hiiff an hiiur ti» 

krirfi SIM . ftUil 1 hft%'r jii»t tirrii Ihiiikilig haw I am 

l« get *i*«y ffitw i«*ii M* ftiMiit . f«r I kmiw y«it wtiu*! Irt iiir 
gu,' A«i*l »t turunl »ml rtarlly » f ma-uL \\‘p iwgiin tu diwtwp 
Ihr Furtirll tlit«irrr mar hhu thr |rt«li rr}*t»„ «tlil I rowhl nut 
grt away fr»iu lisMi Ihr h«iir wm lirarly tlmihlnh*’' ^ 

Tlir |i«rt wiiirli tile Hiirirljf lt»i» |ikyrtl m Kiigikh hfi% 

aiici Ihr *l«rr tif |l■rrll«r*l iti it«? lA,*k uf ailvaimiug thi' 

pfiiirifilr* tif t'tillrrtsvt*«i »ii tlir last Iwrtily yriiri* ahim' 
iifftr aiiifilr tiiatrrwl fwr • twwik, Ht* ilitrrw in it* r*millridis»m» 
ii titr •tthjrrl* that st »ill k* |»t*s»il»lr hrrr li» trarr thr rv»»lit 

* Fwtill#rl|' **ti mt0 itaf mf f*lar&t»‘9 llfr, Aftrr sistltif 

ftinnil ■» lltrsin«i*«i l»| ffrirtlr-itlf »’wffci*sf «i««y fmr srrrfsl %»■«?» «» 

• li* l»wl II «ll in «« iitslwrlMiwI# Is* U»r t-U* 

m*tm ti*» 4 i 4 if«g tlir «f liw ♦wii»f|««a 11*11. »«{• 

Willi «♦* ***^f»si ■risffer 

h*» llwl Itwt. Uf*! gtwmt m$mmm #|tul»«ilr felilrtl 

bi»ll *ml 0 m"k fmf !!» p|tit|rMtlr i#i4 him it» iu. trasingljt- 

gti§* ■.-%! k*! mmgh^ Iw mgmim Ws t*i f»sfri^-s9 

til ilfc In »•,* tlw' if*l IwkillBf F»tii«si !« Mi 

im 
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tionary juIvhih’o of SooialiMii itj Mtifflnud only i« ’‘O t 
directly Ih'/ii's upon SliawX vnv<‘t*i\* Ah wr know, Sli« 
his real educntitin an a pupil <jf .Mill, (‘onit»s Dar' 
Spencer. (Converted to Socialinni hy Hi-nry Courier 
Progress and Povertyr Shaw took to iijHurrrrtioii»ry iC 
after reading Das KapitaL IVInrx’fi lKH»k won hsH «iip 
cause it so fiercely “ convicted private |>rt»|MTty of n 
spoliation, murder and compulHory preuntittitioii ; of 
pestilence and famine; hnttli% imtrder and Middm 
some time before Joining any SocialiHt ‘.oeirly, j 

Socialism with the utmost zeal anti enthu»*in*»«i, "Vhv c 
a society lay between the Social Democrat ir Frdrral: 
Socialist League— both quite prulftnrinn in tlirir rank 
both aiming at being large working clitsit 
the Fabian Society, which was middle rl«»» llsrou 
through. “When I myself, on the point <tf joiitiiig tl: 
Democratic Federation, chatigwl my iniiitl and j«i 
Fabian instead,” Bhaw once wrote*, ” I was giiidrd by 
coverable difference in programme or prittrifilr, l«it s 
an instinctive feeling that the Fabinn, aswl ii»*l iImi 
ation, would attract the men of my own lii«s and 
tual habits, who were then ripening for tla* work that 
fore UH.” 

''Fhu meetings held at Thomas Davidson ’« ro««i« »l C' 
1881 - 1 H 8 B furnished the initial impulse to thr rthiral i 
in Ftigland of the last thirty years, A* itti iinfiinlwlr 
of these nieetlngH the Falnau Society sprang into tw 
September, 188 ^, bonias Davidson, recentiv* rrliim 
Italy, where he had heen engaged in writing itn ititrr| 
of the ethical philoMophy of HoHinmi, gatljiml ab 
a group of people »inlereHied in religion, tli««g|,|, 
*^nd social reform.” Among flteir mitii! 
Mcssm. Frank Podmore. Kdwnrd H. Pe»w, ||«trloi 
Percival Chubb, Dr. Burns CDbson, IL H. Clwtripino, 
William Clarke, Hubert Bland, the Hcv. il W. Allrn »] 


In tills connection, comiwr# 
bwiin, Sonnenscbeln and Co., |8W, 

lot 
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Jiipp, Minn Curolnu' Hadeit-n* Miss 1 )hI*> (hwii niul Mra. Hinton. 
According t<> Mr. IlavtdtM’k l)Hvid»<oji watt convinrctl of 

“the absululc ncccKsitj of f«nuiding pmctirnl lift* on philn- 
sophical conceptions; of living a Himple, inttdlcctunl 

life, 80 far ns ptwaibk* cnnnimiiisttrnlh , nml on n huftin of nntitrnl 
religion. It wna Hoamininnisin, oin* jmiy ^ny, ciirritMl ii ntrp 
further.'’ The ninny mcetingM nt Mr. IVnsf’H rcunns in Osmi- 
burgh Street nntl ekevi-hcre Ihntlly liorc fruit in a Hfricn tif 
resolulioiiH propontnl by Dr. Burn.H tlibnon.^ tVrtnin inriidH*rii 
of the circle, led hy Mr. IhMluiorr, vtiui t!r?.irrtl !»> Imve a aorioty 
on more genernl liues, purptm-d tirgaid/ing n 8frt>iul novlety* 
not necessarily exchinive of tin- ” Frllowship,’’ on broath‘r nnd 
more indeterminate lines, leaving it npesi to anyone to belting 
to both societies. At a nutting on January -Itli, tBB*K llirse 
proposals were substantially agrwtl tf>. I'he original natiifi 
“ The Fellowship of tlu* New Life,** waa rrlairieii by those who 
originally devised it, and a new organ lisa t ion ronatitutecl luiiler 
the title of ** The Fahiaii Hoeiety.'* f 

The Fabian Society, m Hlmw has told m in c'lmrartc?rl»tic 
style, was ** warlike m its origin; it came into rxistence threttigh 
a schism in an earlier society for th«* prwreful regerierfitioti <if 
the race by the culfh'ation of perfection of inrlividual cli^r* 
acter. C'ertain members of that circle, mmleatly feeling that 
the revolution would have to wait nn unre«»«rmbly long time if 
poRtponed until they personally had attaiiird iwrfertion, «rt 
Up the banner of Stictalwii militant, *emled from the regrn 
erators, and citablished thenwlvrs inde|»nrlefitly as the FtiLinn 

•The swlety was entItM **Ttw PHtowsfilp of the Ntw Life,” and It* 
flrit roarilfeslo w«* entltlwi Vita Xmpo. Tte fotkiwifif wm Its orl^nal 
bMl*, m drawn up tiy Mr. Mawrler Atlwi*, «ml wtepted on Nowml»er 
I0th, ISfiSi 

“ W©, iwognWn^ the evils awt wmnf« thal t»r*et men »o l«i«g 
as our social life Is Imsed upon wlfishriw**, amf l^noram*#, mn4 

dMiring ftbovf nil Ihinp to fwpplant It t»y a life twsrd upon 
tt««, love and wisdom, uidte, for tJw purptw of the higher Ilf# 

among ourselves, anti of Indurlng and rnaWIng other* to do the »«iw. 

“And w« now form oursetvw Into m Srwhply, to tw railed the CIttlW 
of the New Ufe, to carry out this purpii*.** 
t Compare M»m§rkk (*f Thtmm Jimidgm, tks WmS-trlnff 
collected and ediW by WtUtitm ICniEht. T. FIAwr Unwlai. Loadton* l0Ot. 
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Stirirlv.” hhnw Wtt« luii unv of tlu* iiriginiil Fabmni; in f«rt* 
fu‘ kiu'w miUunic af Uu' wjrirty until it» first tract, 11"% tir# lA# 
fVII into Uin h>uuU, Ftir wnnc rrii««n tin* nniiMJ of 
tlu' Muni'ty struck liiiii ns an insjtirntiun. Hiii rhoice fell U|Km 
that iurifly in uhirh hr rutih! ii^rntifY his tirsirr to wt>rk with 
« fvw filurntrit nnd rlrvrr mvn ttf tlir type of HuInry Webb. 

Ill thr rnrJirit of the surirty thr FhIhhjw wrrt* roritriit 

with nothing Ir»» tlmn thr |ircmi|»t mnmst ructiem of surirty 
in nerortinner with thr highrst nnirnl |n»s»iihiUtiri».** Hhiiw 
joinrtl llit* Ritrirty on Srptnutn'r fith, IHHk, whrii it wiui Hhout 
right inoiitlw oltl, hihI in the Inlnnir note* nrrmg finss-booki 
stage of rvohttton, Bhnw wrlnnlly *irhntrtl with n Fiihian who 
hwl rlnlwnilrd n |»it»sdKH*k »y»trui, tfu* tjurstton whether iitonry 
shoulil tw |M*r«iittrtl uinirr Horiiilistn, or whrthrr liilHHir*not« 
wolilti not iw « ntiife »uil«hir rurmiry! The next two trarti, 
nw»nbt*r«‘il S ««t H, were ff*»i« Hhttw-'‘« firn ; anil nlthough they 
were, m tie now rightly fegurtls thnn, itirfr literary imutatigi^ 
they wrtc « »n iiii|iMrt«fit link in thr history of thr rYolution 
of the sorirty,'* *rr«rl Ko, *1, IFbifl AtirliilMiw It, answering the 

• Tf#rl Kii, A itfttwl wWrh t« mm wry iwre, Iwi for nwtlo the 

WOt4» tit tfo* iflilr JA»i 

** F«f it? iWttr ryr«, tl t4l«rrtyl 

tlwt tilgli ilglil wtw'frky tW WUfW t» MWt{ 

And. Ifom stay tw, wr will trtwl tn ttwr.** 

iCirfoin •W’tittir* «f lids dwrrr m Hltt»tr«tlrr #f ^aw'i 

adfiiMl 

ijfidrr m*l*Ung rlfrtt»t%t«t»rr«, wrdHlt r««fiid tw fnjoyt-d 
wttlw*tt «r for^^w wl»«fy. 

"'IlMtl llw w«»i rtriking «f onr •jr«tw» »f f^rwlni «*»»! 

kiwi *»til r«|iil#il Itt ittditWilBlii Iw* t*pro Itw* »U%I ' 

of tfilo »llli i«r|p Bjfifwin## «ttii iw 

at mm> «i«l forjfr tlltiiwra «»«! t» «|i|#Ptitrt «t ttw trttwr, 

Hlafo ilwiiW wllti IwlklilMak rs|w-' 

rWtf wltk kt prtmUUmf hi^i*pif tor rWIttrni, mt in«t 

wmff rMW $mf li*w a wfofw frwj* lii» lyrottfiy m rngkrl of fwH»r*l 

*• 1*h«t «»« ii» kmgr-f iw*ti iwdilfc*#! prltlfops* t» jinUirrl tlwm 

wiwwisi and t^t Iti* »k*«M Wfw’*»forlti |». 

“Tltat ll» €h»mm*mM km m tmtv rlgkt t** rail 

ttn lie mf te* to ««yU ito 

IM 
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qucation both from the (’{ilhrti\i.‘.t /imi An«r«'hixt |KHut of vtow^ 
rcvoaln tlu* farJj Aunrchihtlr Iiiiolng?* of thr wu'irtj; the triift 
really containial nothing that hud imt tiln-mly hren better 
in the fnnunuK ('uminimi»t MnuifeMiu uf ^tarx niul bhigrl*. 
Shaw was eipecially imprt'Mwd by tlu* fnrt that, in Jins Kupitai, 
Marx Imd made the inont extennive mv tjf Uu- donmumtH eun- 
taining the trw luKtory uf the leaps and hmimb of I-higland’* 
prosperity, e,g*, the Blue Books, 'rhis e««vii»ffd him tl»ttt i* 
tract Htuffed with fttel« ami flgtiret, with mreful referenceM t« 
official iources, wan what wa« wanteel. InrapttbJr of making «iirh 
tracts unaided, Shaw at once ladhtnight him of Sidney Wriili. 
That “ walking eneyclojwaliad’ the *t«deid wht* knew eveTythinif 
and forgot nothing, could tlo it, Shaw wan ttmare, an well iw it 
could be done. So he hrouglit nil hi» powers of iJerauasion tci 
bear on Sidney Webb. Picture iu yourself tlie »c«n* • two 
earnest, enthuBiastic, revolutionary young men walking up ami 
down Whitehall, outside the C‘ohinini Hffire door, holding long 
and weighty diHctWHionH, often pnihmged into the wee small 
hourn, concerning the future of SorialiMii Alie keen wit aiul 
agile logic of Sliaw pitted ngnlmi the sound jmignmnt ami 
sane conHcrvatiBm of Wehh. In this rrueial juncture HhawN 
proved tiie heavier artillery* and Wrlib iH-mme a Paldfirt. It 
would be difficult to lay one's tlnger upon any rircmiistHiire uf 
deeper, more permanent, or more salutary rfferl upon Sluiw** 
wliole life. When Sidney Welds joturif the Fabian Society thrrr 
began a, new and profoundly aigiiiflnint chapter in the likliiry 
of Bernanl Slmw. The debt Slmw owes l«» Webb inralculMbte, 
and no one ih readier to affirm it lliiiii Shaw himself. On vnri«y« 
occasions I have heard Mr. Shaw tin»tiiiling|y tt«'rtbc to Air. 
Webb the grcatcHt iueasure of credit for fomiulating and dirrrt 

“ TJutt we liHd r«thcr faer « civil wsr tkun iwh rnttwry «f 

sufTcrinjj; hh the j>rew>nt one Iwa turoy 
Tract No, H, /aUlre'.Ncd “Tn Bravltlrat «}it| orgrtt 

the proprietary cinssw to BHpport “«it tmikrtakinip far ttwir otijrri 

the parcelling out of waste or inferior Isml-. «jw»ag ttr iin4 

the attachuJent to the aoil of u nu«ier«u» l«ily of |»n»|»rtrt«r» ** 

Among the prohable resuUa of aneh n refornt was (aserttoii a|i 

“The peasant propr!rt«>r, having a ssfia-h In the munlry* wUt, wntlfc* tl» 
landleaa labourer of tonlay, have «. rwmwwti Inlerwrt with the k-odlorti li» 
rcslfiUnf revolttUoaary proposals." 
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ing the policy of the Fabian Society for many years. The 
truth of the matter,” Mr. Shaw once said to me, “ is that Webb 
and I are very useful to each other. We are in perfect contrast, 
each supplying the deficiency in the other.” On the other hand, 
Mr. Webb assigns the chief credit to Mr. Shaw; and in a per- 
sonal letter, as well as in conversation, he has assured me that 
Mr. Shaw has been not simply a leading member, but the leading 
member of the Fabian’ Society practically from its foundation, 
and that it has always expressed his political views and work. 

I think we may safely say that Mr. Shaw and Mr. Webb have 
been mutually complementary — and complimentary. 

The immediate result of the acquisition of Webb, the new 
recruit of the Fabians, was Tract No. 6, Facts for Socialists, a 
tangible proof of Webb’s richly-stored mind and well-nourished 
scholarship. A comparison of this tract with those numbered 
S and 3 is sufficient evidence of the vast practical improvement 
Webb ejffected in the publications of the society. From this 
time forth the tracts and manifestos of the Fabian Society took 
on character and importance through the fortunate conjunction 
of Webb’s encyclopedic mind and Shaw’s literary sense. The 
next publication of importance was Tract No. 7, Capital and 
Land, a survey of the distribution of property among the classes 
in England. Drafted by Sidney Olivier, this tract was aimed 
in reality at the Georgites, who regarded capital as sacred. It 
exhibits growth of independent thought on the part of the 
society, and courage in breaking away from the fetters of 
mere Henry Georgism.” 

Eight years later, that official organ of the Gladstonians, the 
Speaker, defined Fabianism as a “ mixture of dreary, gassy doc- 
trinairism and crack-brained farcicality, set off by a portentous 
omniscience and a flighty egotism not to be matched outside 
the walls of a lunatic asylum.” Such denunciatory invective 
reveals the activity and influence the Fabian Society must have 
exerted, during those years, in the direction most dreaded by the 
older Whigs. But many were the lessons learned, the hard 
knocks received, the follies rejected, before Fabianism was 
sufficiently dangerous and important to be honoured with the 
scathing denunciation of the Speaker. The Fabian wisdom grew 

107 


(iHOIUJK BKIiNAid) SHAW 


out of i'lu* Fabian ; nrimtilir fOtititiuiii'H <»u! tif in 

KurriH'liunarj auarohiMiu Dt i'iti* tliv iu|»hti- in tl» ir vir\ni 

at /h'Kii Hh' Fubiana ww iujI unlikr tlif \«nui^ Sin's.>i.!i>.} Shnv 
sonu'wluTi’ (}t‘Hrribi‘s, who plniH Ua- rrvubit itmarv 
m an affair <»f Iwrnty-four livtlv buur*., vvitlj Imln jtlunli’^m ii; 
full Hwing on Monday nwrmng^ a Isda} vutvr td llu> inmr^nil 
proletariat on IVIonday afterinam, mjuI Siaiidj-.m in runipli-tt 
working order on Tuentlay^ AftiT Mr*». \Vil >un, •udoinnu-utli, 
one of the Freedom (iroup of Krtiindkinint Amtrrbs^f j»nnii 
the FabiauH, n aort of infltieir/.a t>f Anareln’*in '»prr»ul tbroiigl 
tbe Hociety.'** In regard tt> political iiiHorr» « t jt»id*.ni, tin 
Fabian« c?xliibite<l no definite and es.plit'}l i!i>4agrrr}«riit ^it|j t},* 
Social Democratic Federation, avowedly foninb-d on rrrogni 
tion of the exintence of ti cIasm war. All, I**itbi«ii» and Htu-iai 
Democrats alike, said freely that ** «* gtinpowdrr tlr*tr«yrd tlsf 
feudal systein, bd the eapitalint system nitdti not long nurvivc 
the invention of dynamite*’! Not that they wrfe ilyrniniitani« ; 
but, as Sliaw expluhw: ** We thouglit tlntt tin* sttitrwrnt almid 
gunpowder and feiulnlism waii historirally true, atid Itmt it 
would do the enpitnlistH gtiod to rtiniml tlirm of it.** Ttit* «anrr 
spiritH ditl not believe tbe revolution eonbl la- nrr«f«|i|f>»bt'«l 
merely liy singing the MurstUhthr; but some «»f tl»r youthful 
and Insurgent enthusiasts were »« eonviiierd that Soriale»i!| 
had only to be put elearly beftjre the working ek««‘» to eun- 
centralu the power of their imiuru»r number’* into *»«r iirr^iatibh 
organization, that the revolution wmji fi\rd for IHMII the Mmii' 
verwary of the Freneh Ilevijlulion at klr*!,** wna erp 

tainly not one of the conwrvative forre% ; In* wm iMits|M»keidj 
catastrophic am! alaniiingly ignorant of ll»* t«tillif#iriou» drli 
cate adjuBtmeuts conacapient iifwm a wtdr^prrfitl *t«'irti rata 
clyim, “ I rcJiiemlMT being asked wdirirally ittid |Mil»lir|y a: 
that time,” Hhuw afterwards wn»k% ** how long il W'imht trik 
to get Socialism into working order if I bad my way. I rrpliwl 
with a spirited modesty, that a fortiugbl would fti 

the purpose. When I add that J was freijurnHy riifii|diiorntei 
on being one of the more nmijnidile you will lie abl 


Compare Fabian Tract No, 41. 
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to appreciate the fervour of our conviction and the extravagant 
levity of our practical ideas.” * 

Broadly stated, the Fabians, in 1885, proceeded upon the 
assumption that their projects were immediately possible and 
realizable, an assumption theoretically as well as practically 
unsound. At the Industrial Remunerative Conference they 
denounced the capitalists as thieves; while among themselves 
they were vehemently debating the questions of revolution, 
anarchism, labour-notes versus pass-books, and other like futile 
and daring projects. The tacit assumption under which they 
worked, the purpose of their campaign with its watchwords: 
“ Educate, Agitate, Organize,” was “ to bring about a tre- 
mendous smash-up of existing society, to be succeeded by com- 
plete Socialism.” This romantic, almost childlike faith in the 
early consummation of that far-off divine event, towards which 
the whole of Socialist creation moves, meant nothing more nor 
less, as Shaw freely admits, than that they had no true practical 
understanding either of existing society or Socialism. But the 
tone of the society was changing, gradually and almost imper- 
ceptibly, from that of insurrectionary futility to economic prac- 
ticality. Their tracts and manifestos voiced, less and less fre- 
quently, forcible-feeble expressions of altruistic concern and 
humanitarian indignation. The practical bases of Socialism, 
the Fabians began to realize, were in sore need of being laid. 
And there can be no doubt that the frank levity and irreverent 
outspokenness, which are the distinguishing traits of Shaw, the 
artist, were given the fullest field for development in the early 
days of Fabian controversy, when no rein was put on tongue or 
imagination. It was at this period, Shaw has told us, that the 
Fabians contracted the invaluable habit of freely laughing at 
themselves — a habit which has always distinguished them, always 
saved them from being dampened by the gushing enthusiasts who 
mistake their own emotions for public movements. As Shaw 
once expressed it : 

* The Tramition to Social Democracy, an address delivered on September 
7th, 1888, to the Economic Section of the British Association at Bath. 
Printed in Fabian Bssa/ys, but first published in 0«r Gorner, November, 
1888, edited by Annie Besant. 
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** From Uu* firnt mu’h |u-o|»lf tlrd uftrr um* gbinn* at tts, 
docliirin^ that wr wi*rr no! M-ritsu''. <hir f(ir 


all gWHTal rxprr««i»»s t»f .\vmpHtlt_v uith wtirking rks 
aapirationK^ not to uumtion mu' wnv of our oppo 

nenb in preforenco to drnouHt-iiig thiiii «>» roi uiifs of th 
luiniiaii racr, ropullrtl frtim itn wo no hmrti't! ami rla 

quent SorinliKtH, to whom it wriiml rnlloio. i«ol ryiiiral 


far too nmrh rqualitj ami laTsoitni mfimnry tMiorng the 
Fabians to allow of anj iniinbrr prrj»»mhng to gi‘t up luul 
preach at the mt in the fiiHiion wltieli the working-rkis 
still tolerate aitbrnisKively from thrir Iratlrrs. We knew 
that a certain sort of oratory wiw for * wtoking «p * 

public meetings; but we n««l«l no #toking up, am! when 


the F^abian l)y making the tttm«*|iher( 


nonsense umt we could not help laughing at oiir^tlyw.* 


No pcrceptihle differenct* in the variou* Hocialkl M«>rit‘ties in 
England was apparent until the elrrlitm of IHHfl. When the 
Social Democratic Federation and tl»t high priest of Marxiim, 
the eloquent II. M. Hyndman, flr»t itppmr<‘d in the ftrld, they 
“ loomed JiideouHly in the guilty eye of pnqM^rty.” WhiKt the 
Fabians numbf'red only forty, the F«Jrrath»n tri nmnlaT* and 
influence was inngnifled out of all proportion by tht? ifimginatiori 
of the public and the political partiw. Tilt Torict actually 
believed that the Socialists could take enough wlw from the 


^*Trflct No. 41, Th« Fai>i«a tt$ Bmrfy hf O. Howard 
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Eibemls t« mnkv t( worth thrir whilt* to pny the eipwiwes of 
two Hortiili^t rttniliilutt-N in Eiuuhiti.* 'Fhi* SociwI Drinorriits 
catnjuittrd » hiigr tfu-tifnl hluiuli-r in nrcrptitig Torj ||«ld to 
pay thr t‘S|»*n«'s of Ihi-w fWliouH* to wiv oothinii of iimkiitg' 
thi* rx|»ohurr tlint, ns fnr ns voting powrr wiw con- 

cernrd, tlu' HorinliaN nhg}»t Im* ivgnrdfti ns iin nhnoluttlj 
iifghgihlr qiinntit^v. A nuifi- ni-rioUH tvsnll of tin* ** Tt»rj monoj 
job” to tbr Enlrmtlon wits tbo tlrfvi-tion of iimn>' of its ndbor- 
ents. Tin* Soriniist Enigtit-, i»i tin* bmguugf of Ajm*ririin Ntt- 
tiiiiml C”otivr«tii»ip, vii-winl with iiulignntion niul re|nu!inttHl 
with »i‘t»rii tbf tnrtirs of “ tbnt tlisr»'|Oj!nbh‘ gntig»” the .S, I). E., 
fti it w«» rnrrmttj tl«"»igiuttrtE wbilr tho Enliinns* mort‘ |»»rlin» 
mentnrv iit tom * |»ns»rd tin- foUowing rrstdution: ** 'Plint the 
finuiuot of tin* Ctutm il of tbo Horiitl Ilrnjtu'rntii' Ftnli'rniion in 
ncfrrpting monrv from tbo 'I’orv |»iiHv in im^vnnmt of tbv nbriion 
of Sorinhst onmlitbtit'ii is rnlrulnttnl to ttisgract? tlie 
Horittlist fnovt»mi*til in (Vrtnin imnnbrfs of tlu* Frtl- 

timirr fbr hndrrslop of C‘. I*. Fit^gornhl nnd J, 
dimnlil* MWilril from it, nml in Frbmnrv* iMHfh fomnnl n now 
Inwly rnllril ** ‘riir S*M‘inb»l 1‘nioii,** wbirh rkod toil n proenritnts 
fii^triirt? ft»r bnrriy two Fnr from !«'ing rrinforcoil b_y 

th» m’r»»}«sii»t«, tbr Fnbinns wrrr, on tbv fontrnrv* tjnl^V tin* 
tnorr Inrviliiblv form! to formnintr tbrir own prinriplos, to 
tiMlwrc* tlirir own indivitbinl polir^*. From this tinu* forwntti, 
thej were rlnasod bv tho Fnlrrwtion «s n bostilr Ariel, 

m Straw myn^ ** Wo onr»rlvrs knrw timt wt* sbinihi ItAVtj to flitd 
A wmy for tiijr»rlvr« wdlunit ItHihing to ih$ otiirr litHiici for 
a triiitwoiilif frail.” 

tJuring tbr ynm IHMl? #&n*l IHK 7 * whirti iiinrk tW high tub’ 
mfi of Ifi»iirrr«’lioruam tii rrrrnt Englisli Sorliitist liis 

torj, till? swit* tfirliri«n», tl»«* Fwlonris, ti«»k liltir nr no hnmi 
in tlip r#f«liiti«ii*r¥ firojrrt* for thr rrlirf of tlw* iifirm|doy«Hl. 
Thi* bt|<hliri|| rriifiwiiiists wrrr not withlrd to sift-rl-ronuT ngitn- 


♦ Tlw wain f«ri* mf ttw' fufika litii'Wy tirrr r<i-iur*lr«i 

*lt lirrifwt rl»if#y frow Triirt, N** II, Tk9 Fdttisi* |f« 

S»l0 liy Mr. #«il trtmi wllli Sitr 

«l»» Tk» FmHmm t»y Wurfepi tVfwr to Pahim 

&#«»#. Itull tVi« tkwttttt, IWM, 
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tions; noi’wus iiuMr lu’lp wnufftl liv tlu' iiu-ii who won* tir^ntii/ing 
church p/ir/ulcH aud the tike, 'rhisr wnr ymr'. t»t ^rent liist re-'^.s 
among the labouring clahhi-s, not only in hbigianti, but in Hul- 
land, in Belgium, and e.speeially in the rniletl StaleH, “ 'Ilu'he 
wove iliu dajH when Mr. C'hainpiun ti»lil a meeting In Londtm 
Fields that if the whole prtiperfied eIu»H had hut one fliruiifc 
lit! would cut it without a second thought if hv doing ao he 
eould redress the injuntiees <»f our Hocinl m hIi uj; ami wla n .Mr, 
Hyndman was expelled from his cluh f<»r deeJnring on the 
Thames Embankment that there would he ^tlme attention paid 
to cases of starvatum if a rieh man were {mnudated on » \ery 
pauper’s tomb.” After the Bth of Fehrimrv, IHHh, that mmi 
Monday of window-hreaking, shop looting, and earringe- 


;v4' 

afterwards; and the restless activity of {’hampion, wreomhal hy 
Burns’ formidable oratory, Hci'/.ed on every piibtic op|Hirtiuiity, 
from tlie Lord Mayor’s Show to service** Lm the poor in West- 
minster Abbey or St. Paurs, to parasle the tinempluyed aiul 
force their claims upon the attention of the putdir.** Clnunpioii 
gave up in disgust wdicn, impalicid of doing mdhing but march - 
ing hungry men about the streets and making spreebe» to Ibeiu, 
lie encountered only refusnl of bis fw‘o propo»al»t to tbr Fedem- 
tion : either to empower him to negotiate some srheim* t>f relief 
with his aristocratic Hyiupatlii7er», or ehr tti 'Frafalgar 
Square and stay there until sonndhing »*hotild Imppm. .Matters 
reached a erisiK wdien tin* police, nlarine»l by the orcanional pcte- 
posnls of incendiary agitation to «cl London on f|rr »imtillaiie 
ously at Mie Bank, St. the House of t'ommons, Itir Stock 

Exchange, and the '^I’ower, cleared the unemployed out of the 
Square. But the agitation for right of meeting grew universal 
among the working-clasKea; and finally .Mr, Stead, with the 
wliole working-class «rgarii*/ation at hi# hark, gave the word 
“To the Square!”* To the Square they idt went, th»'rrft»re, 

* For «.n Interesting aermnit of tlw early riwvrtwnts of fttirklNItr eofi- 
sdouHneflft in RngknU, ecanp^re An W the «rt}4, 

Walter Crane} Chapter “ Art and SrK*l»|i«a/’ pp, Meltnmi «ttdl 

Co., 1007. 
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ghftw lell'S »s. with dr?ti«» In-rtting itml fjnnnrrs wttvirig't In tlirir 
terii «f t» pmlrsl Ihi* Iriah 

of Uir (fOVrrnmriit, Init r»-H!!y lf» tnninhiin tlir right of mwtirig 
in tin* H<|Ottrr. Willi tin' new ('unuinsHifmrr of Folic*#, 

howrvrri it wn»» ns i»fir n( litmynii’s Pilgrifu« |ntf it, Init ii word 
and n blow. ** Hmt rvrotfol Irtih uf Nuvrinhrr. IHHT, lm« sliie# 
bftn known it* * llltHwIy Sttmlfty.* I’hr }H-rin-» of il wfn» Burni 
and (*utintiigh«tiw' who clmrgrd, two »tnmg, at Ihi* 

rampart of piilin-mm roitml Ihf 8 i|u#irf nml wrri* ovt>rp«wt-*rcd 
and »rrt‘*t rd. Hw hrroinr wo* Mr«. who tmty hr said 

withmd thr r^nggrration to hnvr id! hot ktllrd herwlf 

with ovrrwork in looking aftrr tin- |>ri»onrr 8 , and orgnidiing in 
Ihrir Indtalf m * l,«w and Lil«*rty t^-agnr* with ^fr, Htrad, 
M«nwhilr, tiir jKilirr r»*rr»vrd tl»' ItlrAsing «f l^lr. Ctkdstonr; 
and Iniiirfrrti»*id«ni. aftrr it two yo#irs* tiiningi, vardslird from 
tht and l>»» ««t k'rii limrd of. For, in thr iniddlf 

nf the rtwngrftil gmwling «vrr fhr drfral at thr Hipwrr, trari# 
rtf ifitti ; thr iiiieift|il»ynt W'rrr nlmirlird ; tlir *Vlttr nrw»|)a|wr ap» 
pfart*tl 111 let in light iind h*l off slrMti-, In short, the way wai 
ckir »l la*t for Fattiunjiifii. thi lint forgri, thinigh, that In» 
iiirr»#tifinkiii will rr«|i|i«*iir nt the firit drprrstioft in Iradt m 
ittfely »» IIk* ««fi ri*r In mmmw tiiortiing.” * 

lleing ** diigrareftilly twrkwttrd in o|«*n‘«ir »jt«iidng, thr 
Ffthkni Iwd la^ti *iittir»h«t «trr!»i«hrf| in ifw* rtrilrmimti fif 
■fcl* iifiri«|df»y«l agil^tioii*. lliry Imd only Hh«w, Walk* and 
||». tlf*i*nt m llynditwn, Andrew flail, Tom 

Mwin, C and fliimm*, of I lit* Fwirratiwn, «nti iiynifftiUi 

yfpR*»«lt*tlfe o|irn'»ir «|ir«krr« of thr Horialiit t^agiie. The 
lek eofitritmthifi of thr Fuliwins t« the »gil«lirin wm a report, 
pdttttd in mwi, reriifiniirriiliiig rtprihnrfilw in lolMreci rulturr, 
MmI tffW hinting «t rniiipiikory iiiilitafy icrfirr as » mr»it« of 

•fciw*# iiwttwf w« m*pf •W# l*» m ntrtmg wrrr tirr 

irtiliwwtlr Itwl Im tsw^wiiwg ^ ifcttfjir liwt »♦*! 

fcilirtf wflli m Itiifiii Ilf Iht*' iS«f, wtlil# Armn lirgrr,| 

Kiwi witli ter mm.i «lw ilw frnilr«w« >»*» ti»r 

king l«»iii lt«l it »“#* firahasu, ilw *tis 

mm*» « .pwitli^nl** 
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absorbing: ‘Soiiu' of Bu* uii.skilh-d utu'iupltivfd. Drawn up hy 
Bland, IIiighaK, Podianrc, Hlnpltdon anti Wi-bh, tiuM whh tin- first. 
Fabian pnblicatinn llmt. cnuttuiu’d any solid iuformntinn. In 
Juno, 1886’, (ho tompor of tho sooioiy ovt-r (ho sooinl tpioNtittn 
liaving cook'd (o sonto o\lont, i!»o b'abiutts “ signttli/od Ihoir 
ropndiatioji of Sootarinnisiu " by inviting the ItadinilH, the 
SocuIaristB, and anyone olso who woukl cotno, to n grotd confer- 
once, niodollod upon (ho Ituluslrinl Houiunfrativo (’onferonro, and 
dealing with the Nationalization of Lnnil ami ('npitaL h'ifty- 
three societies sent delegates, and eighitrn pnpcr,>i \vor»‘ road 
during the three aftenumuH aiul ovoningH tlio conforomn* Instod, 
Among those who read papers were two Moinhor.t of PHriiaimnst, 
William Morris and Dr. . 

Foote and Mr. Robertson, of the National Secular Sucietj 
)ni8thorpe, 

Besant, Edward Car|)enter and Stuart (llcnnic rcpreumtcd ■vari- 
ous other shades of Socialist doctrine anti belief. 'Tlte nmin 
result of the conference wm to make the Fatdniw known io the 
Radical clubs and to prove that they were able to manage a 
conference iji a busIneKH-like way. 

By this time tlie Fabitinn hat! definitely rejected Anarchism, 
and were agreed as to the advisability at setfing to wtirk Iiy the 
ordinary political incthodH. The rcvtdut ionary hue of the na- 
ciety, however, was not olditeraied without many wortly duels 
with that Hcctiun of the Socialist Lcagtte which called itaelf 
Anti"(lomrnunist, clu'efly reprcsentetl by Mr. Jtweph Lane and 
William Morris,* It finally became neces.iary ttj pul the matter 
to a vote in order to delermlne law ninny mliiemits Mm, Wibon, 
the one avowed Anarchist amonir the Fabiaiw. could imwter. 



f}f| “Thr resulutiDfi «f IVlw, Brsuttt »nd Blftndt in 

tvmir of thf arffnmmtum «f surh « party, was flnallj earrietl, 
hilt* Morriii*a ritlrr,** disrtnmtrtmtiritig as a fiilw itep tbt* 
tt«npl «f tht Httfiftlists t« ink** part in the l*«,rlittmi‘ntary ctin« 
‘it, wn« «Mb«*t|iirntl? rrjrrtnl. I’hr Fabian Parliainentarj 
e«l|ur, an argrtnixalinn within tbf s»»fii‘ly to wlnVb «nj 

abiiin ntigltt IwUiiig, now f<»rnir*l in orilri* to avthfJ a break 
ilh the Fftbian* who sytni'wtliimt with Mr«. WiUon. I’hf pru- 
fniimry nittnifr^ta <if tbi* bwlv, datwl Frbrtwrj, 1HH7, gives 
w fir»t ikrtrii of tbr Fabian polirj of to-day.* The Lmgwt*, 
haw tell* IP, flr»t fwilrd into a Pobtiral C*fn«iiiiltrn of the 
iriidy, tttitl llirn tnrrgrii silently and painlessly into tlir general 
jdy. The frw bramdir# «f thr la‘tt||iie wliirh Utn. 
mmtl in Ibr provinrr# Iwii bid * «b«rt life, ipiilt* in be fx- 
kI«I »l tbii tiwir, fur, oulsidr Horbbstir rirrlri in Lcindon, 
w loeifty r»«»in«i tinkii»wn. 

In eonnrrtbifi with SbawV own iwlividiial tirvrlfipment, we 
mil icwfi lire Iwiw thr Fittii«n# rerrivnl thrir training for ptiblir 
fr Mid brvatrit ** rt|tiip|>i.*<l with *11 llir riiltiirr of llte age.'* 
u®re it to »t«tr hrrr tlwl tlir F«bj.stip bail miw thoronghly 
rottRilfdi thwnwlws m the hi»tiirir, rronintdr and mnr*! Ijraringa 
f Thrir rrjertion of Aiiarrlibm itfid fn»«fr#elirm- 

m wa« niit acrowpltthrtl without the exptnlitiire of many 
ord*, wm not tii»tlrrid«i by Indlrmws rrsidls. Thr riiinutra 
f llw tnmnitntiii* fnrrting, by the Bt‘#ant-flf»nci» 

lorrii rttolntlfifis «a»l atlrntknt ebwit with the 

gttiiriLiil woitli: 

“ Sti^wpirfitly to Ihf* wirrtiiig, Ihr tertiary rrrriviol 

notiw frwti llie miifiiigrr tif Aiiiltrtofi*! Ilolet limt Ihr 

8#el#ty eoiiifl iitit t» ftrrwntnwlatni tbt?rt f©r any further 

TO#t tings,** 

At my raft, rtrij «l the nwt iif lielng rrfti*«i a meeting- 
be®, lilt Fabian* tmd iimlly il«tiolitb«i Af»rrld*ni in llir 
attrirt ** by grintiiiig it twtfre«fi btiffmii fmliirr ami the ttiroff 


*tlii in Pdl, to t« t*e In Tr«'1 S*« -It, pp. t»4t. 

Iti 
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of ooononiic ront.” Tlu'j ntnv hi'gau tn train tin* artillarj of 
their euliure nml economie r![nipmen{ ufanj prurtiral {mlitie.*!. 
Tlic Fabian (’onferencc* of l.MHb, atti-stini^ tin* i-f|iutliation of 
scctarianiKUi by the Fubiiinn, hatl la-eii ljoyrott<*<l by tin* S, I). F. 
In 188H, the Fabians lulopted a poHey whitdi wcvortd the bint 
link between the Fabian Soeiety lunl the Fetleration. 'Hu* 
Fabians began to join the Liberal ami Undit'nl, or even Die (’on- 
servative, Assoeiations, to become nieinber.H !»f the neareHt liadieal 
(!lub and Co-operative Store* and, whenever po?eiihIe, to be 
delegated to the Metropolitan Radical Fialeratiou and the Lili* 
oral and Radical Union, By making hpeeeluH and moving 
resolutions at the meetings of these iKKiies* ami using Du* Far- 


junng tricks with the Liberal thimble and the Fabian ireas, 
tliat to this day both the Liberals and the Hcndarian So- 
cialists stand aghast at him. It was exciting winlist it 


was caiiea; an<i no person wun tne smtutrst iKiiitirai mtriSi- 
gence is likely to deny that it made a ftwtliohi for u« in 
the press and pushed forwani Soeialisrii in municipal 
politics to an extent which eon only Iw apprcriatwl by 
those who remember how things stood laffore our ram- 


of 1889, having venturtxl with great misgiving 


twenty thousand. In the meantime, we hat! lMa*n erammini 






THK FAIflAN SOCIETY 


ft>r Sm-uilhtM, tin* firw! rditiun t»f wliifh lu’luallj brought 
m n protit tlu* tujlv of the kind thru kiiawti. In 

«lu}rt» thf jrnrs IHKH, iHW|h lH9t) W4W n Fttbiaw 
bourn, . . . ** * 


In tht* PtiHtltdl (htfiaokt lrt»t «f th»* Ftihinti Hubeft 

llnntl wisriy pri'ibrtrd tboi Uu* nuiiiHol Ha* |ou‘{y Irndrrt hitdl 
;nmft*»kud tin* b'libiftii tirsigii*!, ttu-y Vk'tnihl rnlly rouiul all the 
nstitwlhio* tin- Fiibimia wrrr aHarkiug. llu-y might 
lut off th«' FatuaiN by riif*ting fahi* issur», wurh «»* laviurbulfk 
'inffHorliistinfist atnl Ibw^t ablii»hmi*ot t»f thr (‘huri’h, or, in 
rtlt*!* to ilufurtt thr I'Hiiiitii rtmlr^rr with tluhr rivals 

or offlur ■' ju*t »«. for rMimpIr, thr Iir|»}hl}rM»« mnl DrjHurmlw 
iUitrd ill thr drfrat tif Hrnry Ch'oriir for iiinyur of Nrw York 
*ity. In l«* timii two yr«r«, jirr*|trli«n wm vurifliHl. 

¥hfii Hiiliiry Wrbb moughl to furrr to |mlitiri4l itrtioij « rrrtaln 

Lilirral and Itathml *’ Eombm Bifrmla-r «if l*«rlittjnrnt» who 
ad unwarily rsfirrMrcl virws %-trtyitlly idritliral with Surialisiit, 
bi* di»r»%'rrrd that hr ««.» riot i» Htirialist «ntj 

hat Wrhh was. Although thr w«»ril to ** rh»»t‘ w|i thr ranks 
f agttirwl thr iftvwirrft ** wa* |irom|.»tly 

^¥rn» it r«nir too latr* for thr js-riiiraijon luol goiir on too 
■mg. Ihit thr rrsiiit mm thr ** ahow down ** of thr Fttliiart Immh 
,nd thr rail for « ** rirw ilral.*' In l«rt, Ihr t'otifrrrnrr of thr 
^jftdon and l*r«vinr$«l Falnaii Sorrrliriml F.aw-x Hall on Felirti* 
ry €lhi IKfW* wa# mllrit togrihrr, nril l« rrlrlirate tlif rtiti” 
imiftiirr of Itir |a»n«rali«ifi Imwimi* l«it t« furr llw f«rl that it 
W iivrr. Tlir tiiiir li«d roiiir for « iirw drp»rlttrr. In hi^ 
dklw** tiNt'forr Itwl mtifrrriirr, Hhaw iiiiliewilisliingiy mkli ** N‘u 

Sotibt Il'irre •till wiwIim, in Eomhin* «* r%-rrywlirrt* el«r» « 4'rt«t 
**is of fMililiml r«w ittatrrkl* rallitig rt%rlf Li|w*r«h Hmlirrd, 
^ory, I^lwiir, a.ftrt wlwt not, «ir evrn ««t ralhtig it«*lf nnyfhmg 
;t ftth whirh b rmily to fair Ihr Fahwf# if it i« iidrrolly 

>«dl priiilely |in»wl tlowti rm it. ''rhrrp nfr l|i*'W*a«d» ttf lh«r- 
ughlj Snrklifwi ti»'*«ky »li» wnukf havr S«» 

“Twiit Mo. 41 » Tk» its Mmlf ftkimf, t». llrftwrdi 

m 
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cialisiu floiTcly if it iuui foiTfil on tln'iu with tnuntH, 

threats, and demand.s that they should rerant all their old pro 
fcssions and conunit what they regard as an art of ptditirnl 
apostasy. And there are thousands inor«‘, not yet Sorinltzisl, 
who must be dealt with in the same umuner. But whilst our 
propaganda is thus still chiefly a matter of permeation, that 
game is played out in our politics. . . . We lutw feel that we 
have brought up all the political laggards and puslunl their 
parties as far as they can be pushed, ami that we have tlierefurc 
cleared the way to the beginning of the special political work 
of the Socialist—that of forming a tkdlectiviMt party tjf tlum* 
who have more to gain than to lose by (’onet'tivism, solitUy 
arrayed against those who have more to lo^e than to gain liy 
it.” And his final words project no absurdly tfttjpinn dreatu of 
striking the shackles from the white slaves of ('apitah While 
expressing undiminished hope for the possihilitie# of a dt«itant, 
yet realizable, future, they reveal the sanity at the practical 
man of affairs, of the realist Shaw 1ms so often magnifiwi anti 
celebrated. “ You know wlmt we Imve gone through, and what 
you will probably have to go through. You know why we 
believe that the nuddle-claHses will have their ^harc in bringing 
about Socialism, and why we do not hohl aloof front Hadical»«m, 
Trade-Unionism, or any of the movements which are tradititm 
ally individualistic. You know, too, that none of yott can tiusre 
ardently desire the formation of a genuine C*ollet'tivi»t |mlitical 
party, distinct from Conservative and Lilwral alike, than we 
do. But I hope you also know that there w not the alight e*t 
use in merely expressing your aspiration* unless ytm ran give 
us some voting power to hack them ami that your husinew tf» 
the provinces is, in one phrase, to create that voting |M»wer. 
Whilst our hackers at the polls arc courit«l by ten*, we uuwt 
continue to crawl and <lrutlge and lecture m tawt wr ran. When 
they are counted by hundrwls we can permeate and trim and 
compromise. When they rise to tens of thauwndi wr »li«ll take 
the field as an independent party. Give Ui hundmli «f thoU" 


THE CART AND TEHMPET 


*• I |»ti» tiw dklkttrlpt nt r#<lrrir»irat ta tl«t»r who wiw ivotkiwui ftrtt 
ftwi itlfwfy mwknm% «ftprwa«k, Th«* mrt wwl fur 

Bkkak^m Mikim. In Tkirm fmr 



C‘HAPTF.H V 


‘*TF thr art «f living wm* tndy tin* «rt cif tliHliu’lir! If thii 

A wcsrki wi>rr n warltl *tf |nirr isitflli-td* .Mr. Slmw wnulcl Iw 
% .Mr, Wnlklry thunns tin* tlrnmitti^t h» drify the 

Jkk'ftifitiM. Jil»«y winjl«i drny Sluiw thr jit»n»r5*j»i{Ji» uf h liwirt; 
few citn tirny him thr |Hi»»rft»iun «f h rnunrknhlr hraiii imtl » 
phwmmeniil fttnilty «f Irlling siwrch. 'rhr |jhitfurm nritlnr af 

tO”ilaj- -rmyt mmrimiaiit* rrsmtrrrfnl, iiisIttiiiiiiuHnm in rrjmrltt*, 

iAWntitrht‘ii in Aiirdk**r, sntdiiin* in ainkrity Sliaw w»ift otwi* a 
tmwhliii|C» shrittking iwvirr. 1‘hr vrtrmn nf u Umusaml verbal 
WM mirt* afrniit t« riti«r his vnit-ri tiu* hltigmrur, Iht* 
'* qya.ek»«IV'pr ** nf » th«M»afiil niyttiflruliwiw* waa tinre afmid 
to open hi» moyth! After all. Ilir *’ brillitiiit ** «iici ” extraor” 
diniirj ** Slmw i» only » wlf'iiiadr nwfi. 'riir »hri?r forri* of hi* 
with fxrrtrci with Irrnirntimf* riirruy r%'rr »itirr hr vmtnv to 
ftMfi'a k llw grr»t motor whirh Ima rarriril him iti hi* 

lifetittw " fttnn llrt »rvriitrrnlii ti* thr twriity'flrat rrniyry,'* A 
iciirntitio iiattiral hiattiry of Itrriwnl HhawV mlraorthnary 
wrwr aboyltl iitakr rlwr to all ytiiing aspirttnts tlwt thr rxlriior» 
iinarinrw of tl»l rarwr lir# in il» Like a gmjin 

p*opi?r ftfici yitlik® m minor «.* Mr. Shaw onrr piife it to 

»i» ** I litttr litctl inatrMii «f tirr»iiiin|| ttiiil fretting mysrlf with 
uptwtir ronfrelkitirry. With a lilt It- iiMirc rmimgif ami a litllr 
now eiwrgj I riiiiM liavr tliitir wnirli tisorri «r»cl I lackrrl thmr 
in my l»ytio#ii I litwl on iiiy tttmginittkjn of on 

sny work.** 

Btfimril Shaw Iwj ilfr*» iungle* with intinitr |m 

tfettci?. Mil rutting of Citif«li«n knot* for iiiin, Tii ignore hi» 
feraittittg, liii |irr*iatrnrp» W» tiiwta«Ml«*ii ** plnrk 

mil |irr»i?tf»r«iirr/* i» tiiiiliily It* itwgiiify hi* fiahiriil r^jinrity. 
^yeriiai Iht |iIi«>#kiiii#ik«h anil ymt itici lltt |>er*«iwlity , «tr ’Astii 
Ute marvel and on willt tlit iimh, Iti » ktler l« siw*. mrittm m 
IW#* Mr. Stiaw grnm ili», rmlit to thr mtlyrnr# 

^ iraititttg: 


ISl 
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“It has I'nabk'd nu* to pnalurr nn ioipr^ssiun of boiii^ 
an extraordinarily elwer, <)rigirml and brilliant writer, de- 
ficient oidj in feeling* H-hen'as the truth ia that, thoufcd 
am in a way a man of geidiw - otherwise I suppoae I coidti 
not have sought out and enj uveal mj experieuceH and been 
simply bored by holiday*, luxury anti money —yet I «n 
not in the least naturally ‘ hrilhnntd and not at all ready 
or clever. If literary men generally were put tlirougb the 
mill I went through and kept out of their stuffy little 
coteries, where works of art hreetl in and in until the 
mtellectual and spiritual product hecomea ho|a‘}easly deg;en“ 
crate, I should have a thousand rivals mare brilliant tlmii 
myaelf. There is nothing more mwchievoua tlmn the notion 
that my works are the mere play of a delightfully clever 
and whimsical hero of the they are the result of 

perfectly straightforward drudgery, beginning in the in^ 
eptest novel-writing juvenility, and peMcvered in every d^y 
for twenty-five years.” 

The combination of supreme audacity with m iort of expansive 
and ludicrous self-consclousnesi Imi enablixi Shaw to secure 
many of his Jimst comic effecti, An«l ytt he once «aid with 
unreasonable tnodesty that anybcMly could get hit skill for the 
same price, and that a gemd many people could probably get 
it clicapor. He wrested his »elf*ron«ciouinw» to hi» own encl«, 
transforming it from a serious defect into a virtue of genuine 
comic force. The apocryphal incident of Dmicwthenci and the 
pebbles finds its analogue in flu* c««* of Shaw. Only the nrioat 
persistent and long coritirmcfl efforts enabled him to acquire that 
sublime hardihood in platform siwaking which he depreeatinglj 
denominates “ ordinary self-posneoiion,” When I^ecky, In 
first dragged him to a meeting of the &tetical Society, Shaw 
knew absolutely nothing about public meeting# or public cmltr. 
I remember a talk with Mr. Shaw on# day at Ajot 8t. I„aw- 
rence over the morning meal. “ I bad an air of iiripud«ic®, 
of course,” said Mr. Hbaw, “ but wm rtally an arrant coward, 
nervous and self-conscious to a btartrtnding degree. Yt*! I 
could not hold my tongue. I started up and said aoinetliiiig 

lit 
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n thf (IDmti*. luni thm f* lt thnt I Imd imulu gut'h a fool tif 
ijyii'lf (nirri* vnuity; ftjr I IiimI pruhnhly tkmr nothing i« the 
enat n«U*wt»rthy ) thnt I vuwi-il I wuuld join Ihi* sufiely, go every 
¥C'ek, rvfry wrrk» f4iui Imtoiiu* ft ftpt'nkrr or prrkh in the 

AihI I oftrrt*-tl *nit this rrsohiliun. | ittiiFered ttgonies 
;hftt rut ortr fiti»|»rrh*«f. Duriitg tin* njtffclt of the tWmttT I 
*i*«tiivril to follow » my hrurt iiwd to In'wt h« |.uunftillj aa m 
‘prruitV going umlrr !trr for tlu- first 1 rcmld not u«,? 

whrn I ItHjkotl «t thr |»ii|»rr in my Immi I ronld mtt colleet 
ityidf rimugh to drriitlsrf « wttrd. Ami of thr four or five 
t?frtrht*il |K»int^ llmt wrrr toy |»r»-tt*\t for this ghiwtly pritrtlre 
jf frtifu% I invfiriuhly forgot thrrr I hi* thrifts’* Yrt in 
lome wtmrkiihio wny Himw iMiimigrd to kii-ji his norvoiwnwi 
I swrrt front r%Try««r r^rr|it him»rlf, for «l his third ntwting 
w wtt« a*kfd to tttkr Urn rltiyr. Hr boft* out tlu? imijrtMbn 
w had crwitfd «f kdiig mtlirr it|»|ii»h itnd »f'lf*|Urtsri««| by 
iceepling m off*-Jitttidr«lly m if hr wrrr the H|H*ftkrr of the House 
if (’oiiiffwiw. He ttft«*mttrd» roitfr^^ml to itir that iht* wcretary 
iirobAhly got tfir flr^t inkling of hi# biddrit terror by swing that 
lli hand silturtik m* tb«t hr ronld twrilly »igrt tbe inimite# of the 
jrtvitiiti mwting. I’hrrr imt»t Imvr lirrti somrtiittig provoontiyis 
lowevrr, rvrn in nrrvtHi* Itrnvfido. Hit one 

roagiliw* niil^t ll«vr In'm lit lie |r»a dreiidwl by thr wriety tbitn 
hey wyfr by Hlww him*rif, yrt it is signiflrant tlmt they were 
ifWom igiwmi, *riir »|iriikrr of tlir rvriniig, i« replying il the 
®d* il*iiiilly |«id Hliiiw llir i|tir»twMwlilr romnliwirtit of adtlfWi- 
ng hiiiweir with wiwir %'igwir to reiiiiirk*, and in 

in «|»|irt*riiitivr irriii. t*«n%rri»anl with tlir |M»iitir*l thiwiw of 
Ifllll and thr rvwhiliofiary llir*»rir» of Darwin iirid bi» irhool, 
litttw wm»t tin the iitlirr Iwiob ** horribly igiiomiit ** of thr 
sorirty** Hr Inrw milliiitg «f |»ililiml rrotumiy ; 

iK>r«.»wr* hr wn» « forrigiirr and a rrrhm*. E%wy thing atrurk 
lli fiiind at mn utiglr tlwt |»fi«biml a« 

IS ftt prmrtil, but fi«t Ml ikiiling. Hi# oitr swrrrta. it «|>|wftr», 
rti »rliit?twl wlini tlir •orirty |i«jd It* Aft» of wldrli it wat 
dti|H*tidtHi»ly igimriint, titr trilmtr «f *t*tlbtg »«}r no rvming 
W » fiaprr on it by » l«ilf in Ilir ** »*tlirtir ** drr« of tlir 
»ri»d. ** t wi|wtl tlw iiKir with timl bbaw nnrr told 
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lYie, ** and .si'verul mi’inluTN coni rssni {(» nu* nl fm vv himH that it 
was this pi'i't’oniuuuH* that tir>t junth* thrin nrtmsiih r thrir first 
impression of nu' as a dist*j»rdnnt iiiiot.” 

Shaw porsi'VtTi'd d<!^gfdiv» tnkiiifjf thr tlnor at i-\i-rv oppur- 
timily. Liki* the Imniiliatnl, drliiuit DiHrarli, in hi^ virj^nij 
sptH’H) in the House of ('{miintuis, Shnw rt Hitlvi-d tlmt ?.tnuf day 
his mocking colleagues slmuhi lunrt n\c» ami lard him. He 
haunted public nu'etmg.s so he sayn, ** like nu olfiet r alHielril with 
cowardice, who taken every opportunity of going under fin- to 
get over it and learn his hu.Hiue AftiT hi*n efjnvej'.iuit to 
Socialism, lie grew increasingly zcidouh hh n |niidie Hp» ukrr. He 
was BO full of Socialism that lie made the nnturnl nuHtake of 
dragging it in by tlu* ears nl every opportunity, Hu tuir oeea’ 
sion ho so annoyed an amltenee at South I’htee tluit, fur tlie 
only ti 

patience, “I took the hint so ntpitily nm! ap|)rehrn%i%r}y that 
no great harm was <hme,*’ Mr. Shaw once saitl ti» met Init 1 
still remember it as an unpIeaHiuit ami mortifying di»»euvery 
that there is a limit even to the pnlienre of that poor, helpless, 
long-Ku/fering animal, the ptihlie!, witli politieitl ‘Kpenkersd* Hueh 
an hieideul. had never occurred la-fure; ami although Shaw lm« 
spent Ills life in deriding the public, he ha?* taken mre that such 
a mortifying expmdenee never ijeeiir again. Shaw uuw began 
to devote most, of his time to Soeiidist propagandi’^m. An 
eventful experumee euine to him in {HKd, when hr neerptrd an 
invitation to address a w'orkmeii’s rluh at Wmslwieh. At first 
he tliouglit of w'riting n leettuv niul even of eomndtling it to 
memory; for it seemed hardly po«Hihjr to tprak for nu hour. 




in a debate. He now milimi tlmt if lie were to often 

on SodaliHin—aM he fully meant to tlo—'Writing atid learning 
by rote would be? iiiipo«»ible for mere want of time, lie made 
a few notes, lieing by thin time rool eiiiniglt to la- whir to use 
them. He found i«i« feet without losing lii» hrmi : Ihr tif 
social injustice looseried his tongile. 'rhe h-rltirr, enllwt 
‘^Thieves,” was a denuiiwtratioii of the Iftwta that tfie pro- 
prietor of an unearned income iiiflictetl on llte roiiimmtity ex- 
actly the same bjury m a burgkr. Fortifktl by ««« *«/*f*- 
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HimW' f'»r mi Jmur m.’.il v. I-Vam tluit Hmr fwth hr 
Ji'rrtl tin* bnlfl** wun. 

^ ffl Afftrrlb IHHti, Siin%% |Jftrtirtjmlj.|| in « j,rTir« «if pyWir <b- 
Ih’IcI ni Sinitli IjiHjjjtitr, Soijtli I*If 4 tn\ Fliwhiirj^, 

"j-TJ.C"*- ll»*rj* fitr t!s«* ttnu* hr Irji-tl In** hninl, jij n fnirly 

j J ^ tin nil HtidirfH*” • hv litintii'rifH m^lrtnj of Mf'fifi’s, 

*‘»‘l I««hvjiluitli*.m " ^ita fitr Iiriirrnl tillr of this 
t»f .'"'Uiuhty #if t«'r#o»oit h-rtufi'a.* | In?! wiis n (htriun 

^^»***'‘ iH-itlirf thr r\nrriruri* nor tin- Miirah 

«if hi» rollr/s|Htc-**, It vtrta j*rrhn|ri for tln» ivuton thnl |u« 
(licl *»*♦* fwrtsfuiHrly tf»«t hiusHrIf, lha oji|»onriit j^ivinn* 
lllll* ^nt«l fl« hr arllt. Mra, Ilraiilit, H horil omtof, WSW Ifllrr- 

riiHjttmt, «hi!r Wfhh j|!ittr rrlipM-»l Shnw, |HiH.ilivrly 
««h'rraiir%\ Ihw »lio km-^” him «rll itt this 
Bt»||i% liowrvrr, «iiitl tli«l if ffrnisirrl Hlmw km-w ntilliing, 
He iiivrnird »• hr wrnl «|i»fi||. Thi- IsnhtiirM nf Itmrh* thr nim* 
Hlen-t"** «f iutr!irrt» Iurkrit riMiljifrtr ilrvrlojnnrttl . At tliift limi* 
i;He elrvff yoniin lri»l««iin hml »r»lhrr inmniry rnniigh f«r 
furl*, Iinr |»rr»r||rr uf iiiifnl rtwii^h to Ik* mi t’Msy 
•willttt*'**’ in th'halr. 

iirir htt* tri oirtt-anml thr all iiti|if»rlitnl ifiHiirnrr Sitlnry 
■W*c»l*t» lw» r%rrtrd n|jois Sfm»N rarrrr, ifatinjf frnin t|mt mm* 

rt-rninji «t thr /,rtrtirai »|»rfi Mlniw gflitol in 

Ol'ict'l in»tllli«l iroiiilrf Hi tlial Wiirarir isf rl!Vrtivrnr»% »!«| mmlrl 
of* |»«»*r*s«tn. Sln«»*s ailiiMfaliiifi ha# wa«ri|, fi«t WftftPfh 

wit’ll tt*r |»a*i*gr itf liMM*. 'fo-tlut hr rrgartft Wi'l*h ».i llilp of 
tlii* ifiiwt rslfttjirihniirf iiiiil miialilr iiirn l*|ir rritir mho, 

* C>t» M«frh SIti, Mr* Attsit*' ltr-»#o| ffrrirty i «|^r mrmf 

C?CTlt*>’'fc« »i»l»|erl * ** |lw< ipslstrtirr **1* riais#* »-|w ll»r «j**»n un 

C!»ynrt«*'*l t»rti«*KP» Is ttoflisw'wlal li» llw! wrlfiaft" wf liw r«itjst»intiliy, «rt4 oiight 
tto |i«t m% rtnl !« i*f irft»|a*n»n " l»i» Marts l» llllt, Mr ti }l 

Awlrl^ I rr#Wj» lirs I'*. W »»sl'|rr! , ** 11i«| Sbr wrlfafr of 

titer ifftfseCrl' «f Itm 

Oj® tt«f» litrisate «»»ttrts l4s llw’ fist Mr 

3lclft«fy Wrt»t* fFsIilait «•#■»#«# Iff T 11 K«|»irf, " 'iljai 

tll«» ttiaiw |trltlfi|4l!Pa f*f Hfr rSft, •toll fit wrotilsn-* *• 

tin»cl«?rfl r«r»itw*i|»ir iM'kfti'r.'* Hits M«rsl» Mr. II 11 I 1 t«ji»j 4 .»!s 

Mt*. Wsml»«r»rlli lliwifttliiiri* aiitl ||pfrs»rr IragwrI, 

ifilrffisrefsr# «t«l r»«sfr»l tjf, Imliulfy i« I*. 

Witt fti la tl» .*'* 
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THE CART AND TRUMPET 

in Disraelian phrase, regards Shaw as “ one vast appropriation 
cdavisc,” will find some support for this belief in Shaw’s state- 
ment that the difFerence between Shaw with Webb’s brains and 
knowledge at his disposal, and Shaw by himself, is enormous 
“ Nobody has as yet gauged it,” Mr. Shaw once said in a letter 
to me, “ because as I am an incorrigible mountebank, and Webb 
is one of the simplest of geniuses, I have always been in the 
centre of the stage whilst Webb has been prompting me, invisible, 
from the side.” Shaw’s faculties of acquisitiveness and appro- 
priation are enormously developed, a fact once comically accen- 
tuated by him in the frank avowal he once made to me: “ I am 
an expert picker of other men’s brains, and I have been ex- 
ceptionany fortunate in my friends.” 

It was not without severe training and incessant work that 
Shaw and his fellow Fabians acquired the equipment in the his- 
toric and economic weapons of Social Democracy, comparable 
to that which Ferdinand Lassallc in his day so defiantly flaunted 
in the faces of his adversaries. While Stead, Hyndman and 
Burns were organizing the unemployed agitation in the streets, 
the Fabians were diligently training themselves for public life. 
Frank l\){linore, a Post Office civil servant, and Edward Rey- 
nolds Pease, present secretary of the Fabian Society, two orig- 
inal Fabians, were groat friends, and the earliest Fabian meet- 
ings were held alternately at Pease’s rooms in Osnaburgh Street, 
and at Podmore’s, in Dean’s Yard, Westminster.* Certain of 

^ At. this lime, it !h i rite res tinp^ to recall, Pease and Podmore were deeply 
interested in the Psyehiedl Ileseardi Society, which had its oflSice in the 
Dean’s Yard rooms. In this way the Fabians, Shaw in particular, were 
broiight in dose touch witli the exploits of thi.s society at its most exciting 
period, wlrfMj Mndainc Blavnisky was cxpo.scd by the American, R. Hodgson. 
Compart*, for example, Sbaw’s two book-reviews in the Pall Mall Gazette: 
A Hcothind Vnrd for HpecI.rofi, Irelng a notice of the Proceedings of the 
^Qciiily fur pHyvhh'(tl lUsmi'ch (January S3d, 1886), and A Life of 
Mmkme iHavafsky (January (ith, 1887). On one eventful evening Shaw 
attended a Faliinn meeting, tlu*n went on to bear the end of a Psychical 
Research sdnnre, and cntled by sleeping in a haunted house with a cora- 
mitleo of gho.sl-lumlers. Picture, if you can, Slmw’s deep mortification, 
his intense disguHt over liaviug a nightmare on that night of all nights, 
and waking up in u corner of the room struggling desperately with the 
ghost. 
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the Fahi/ui-'i sudlv iVll t!u* nerd of .solid itiforiu.d i<Jti and trail 
inff, in inhlilinu In that alt'urdrd liy the UH-rtln^s <d’ tlu' .sonifl'ii 
Thrown upon tlunr huiividnal rf.^mtn-rs^ tho'^f mo.st scholnrl 
iiudiiu'd id’ tho FnliianH, n Yt*riinhh- hnndl’td> rmunh-r! thf Ilanij 
Httaui Historic C’luh. First chtahlishrd as a sort td’ mutiu 
improvement society fur tlmsc mubilious Fal)inn% wishing I 
read, mark, learn and inwardlv digest .Mnr\ and Proudlioi 
this club WUH ufterwurils turned into a sYstenud ic history elnsj 
in which each nludcnt took hi-s turn at In iug professor, d'lu: 
they taught each other what they tlninselve-, wisheii to lean 
nepuiring the inosi thorough nml minute knowledge of the sul 
jeet under diHeuHHion. In these days Slntw, Webh, Olivier an 
WalhiH were the lirnviH's of ndvaiieetl eeiinomies the 'I'lin 
MuKkctccrs and D^Artagruun Ah Olivier ami Wulluh were me 
of very exceptional character and attiduments, Shaw was ci 
abled, an be once expre.sKed d in my presmee, t»> work wit 
a four-imuv'powcr wpnd to a four hutnln d-ordinaryunni 
power, whleh made Iiih fcHillftaUM aiul other literary perfurn 
aneeH “ (juite unlike nnytliing tbat the onlinnry liermit-era 
could produced* Mr. Shaw thuK explnirinl v<-ry {{uninlly tl 
secret, of his smu’e.sK at this period. In fact the hriliian 
extraordinary Shaw whh hrillinnl and e\t raordinnry ; but the 
I hail an ineompnralde thn'shing machine for my ideas 
nmebine which contributed heaps of ideas to my little Mtori 
and when I seemed nuwt original and fantastic, I was ofte 
simply an amanuenHis with a rather except iomd literary knael 
cuItivattHl hy dogged practiced* Ami of his tim-c warm friciui 
he freely confcHKcdi They knocked a tremindinw lot of run 
sense, ignorance and vulgarity out of me, for we were on (piit 
ruthlcHM terms with one anutherd* 

Another associate, one of the Fidniin cHsayijitw am! now 
journalist, Hubert. BlamI, wii»— -and in ^ttilk of great value t 
Shaw and his eolleagticn, by reason of ids strong indtvidualit 
and hard common sense, and on account of the fart that hi 
viewi ran counter to Wehldw on many lincH. Bhind lived a 
Blackheath, on the aouth wide of the river, at lliiM tiniej an 
his wife, the very clever woman and di5*tingui»hed author, ** li 
Nusbit,** was a remarkable figure at the Fabian wefltnga durin 
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the firnt. Kevcti or eight, yearn of il« eKiMienee. During the era 
of the llampHtead Hintorie Club, Blaiul had a circle of hii 
own at Blaeklieath; njul nliliough II/unpHleacb l3^ing north of 
Lorulon, wan cpiite out of Blniurs dintrlel, Shaw and his friendi 
tiHcd KonietttiU'K to dcKrend rm his eveiiiug parties. Bland had 
an utter contempt for the BohemiutiiHm of Shaw and his conv 
pnnioiiH, evincing it by wearing invarinl)ly an irreproachable 
h'ock“Coat, full lint, anti a single eyeglasM wliich infuriated every"* 
body. Mrs. Bland grncimisly humoured the recklcHs Boliemian- 
ism of the imouriant h’abianN, ami on tme memorable occasion 
stopped them at her dotjr, went ftjr needle and thread, and— 
perhaps with a faint hope of preserving the haut ton of her 
social evening —then and tltere sewetl np the sleeve of Sidney 
Olivier'^s brown velveteen jneket. A (kriiitr rmorif, for the 
sleeve was all hut torn out ! There was some eompensation 
in the fact that, even then, Olivier ftdly looked the dignified 
part he was one day to fill. Bttt it is not easy to doubt that 
the arrant Bohemianiitni of the luekless Fabians, their reckless 

*• * t% e I li I >«...« 
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ri'cipieiit, like Molu-n* nhvnvs tukini^ ijis luatt-rinl where he 
foimcl it. Ill hi.s own petMilini Hin!, at tiun'., ^nnilv irrifntini^ 
way, he mmle liw perHonuliiy htrunpjiy felt, t'Sertiui^;^ great influ- 
ence by Kheer force of a Hort tif per\ei'He cuunnun mum*. 'INj 
employ Poc’h apt dc.Hcriptivc, he wn?» tiu* Imp of the PerverM* 
made tlenh. In the circle of ihe Fuhinn.'t tln re wuh room f(jr 
considerable strife of tenipernmeids anti in the other Sorinli.’,! 
societies, quarrels and hplifs and KchisaH Here rather fret|ttetit. 
Unquestionably Shaw’s <}uintchHi‘utial service to the Fidham lay 
in his pioneering ideas and Ids knack «»f drafting tldogs in 
literary form and arranging Ids ctdlengucH’ id» a?* for them with 
Irish lucidity. A somcw’hat less conspicuinjH, yet litfU- le«=.H im- 
portant, service consistetl in clearing Ihe ntinoqdier. , ia ea?«ing 
ojff the personal friction which not infrequmlly pt ialucrtl nmuke 
and at times threatened to kindle a conflagration. 'I'ld** }iei>.tinul 
friction Shaw managed to elindiiate in a mo»t rh.ii‘f{rtertitic 
way: by a sort of tact winch superficially looked like the muA 
outragomis want of it. Whenever there was a grievaiire, in»!i*ad 
of trying to patch matters up, Shaw would dehhrratfly betray 
everybody’s confidence after the fasldmi (sf Sidney 'fri-fuftis, hy 
stating it before the whole set in the nio**t fjjon»if rmidy evng* 
gerated terms. What would have heen the rrsult among ac- 
quaintances less closely linked hy lies of per*,MH!nl fri« iu!''ldp it 
is cosy to imagine. 'I'he usual re-iuit, however, of SlianX lifiwird- 
ous and tactless outspokenness wa*» that everybody repudiated 
his monstrous exaggerations, ami whatever of grirvanre there 
was in the matter was fully explained. Hf rour«e, Shaw was 
first derunineerl us a reckless mischief maker, am! nfli-rwarti* for» 
given as a privileged lunatic. 

Once every fortnight, for a ntimher of years. Slinw atteiulwl 
the meetings of the Hampstead Historic (’lub; and in the 
alternate weeks he spent a idght at a private rirrh- of retmo- 
mists which Hubscquently developed into The Hoyal Ivroiiomic 
Society. Fabian, ami tH%pecially Shitvwn, H<H'inli»m 1% strict ty 
economic in character, n circuirwtanee due in mf snutll niriwtiA‘ 
to the fact that in this circle of eeomunt»tfi the »«ci;d question 
was left out and the work kept on alwfrael ecimonde linr». In 
speaking of this period, Shaw afterwards confwwd: 

ISO 
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“ I uj.uir nil mv think me madder than 

uMiiil t»y thr |»rrtumt’ity with w hir h I attended debating 
nm'irtir^* imd hiuintni all wjrts of hole-antl-cnrncr debates 
niid jothlie mrrtings iind ntMih- siwehes at them. I wa« 
l»rr»idrnl of Ha* latent (ioveriiuirnt Hoard at an amateur 
Parltaiurnl wtirrr a Fahirtii had to pul its pro- 

|itwd« into Idai’k and whiti* in the shape of Parliamentary 
Hills, Every Sunday I lerturtnl cm some subject I wanted 
to te«i !» t»* invM'lf ; and it wtt» not until I had come to the 
point of la'ing able to deliver sejmrate lecturcH, without 
««»{«•»» «sn lirtif* Itdrre^l, ProflU, Wngi‘H, Toryi«m» Idberal- 
i»in, Sm'irth*m* ( ''ommt}«i»m. Anarchism, Trade-nnioniim, 
C*« •operation, lh-inorr*iry, the IHviuion of Society into 
tt«d tbr Suitability t»f lliniwn Nature to Systems 
of IVitsI I)i»triliiili#»«* that I was able to handle Social 
llrMiorriicy m it mw\ t»r hiiridlrd tm-fort* it can be preached 
in «tirli * way m to firr^rnt it to every sort of man from 
iiw own parlirukr |»»«d «f view. In old lecture lists of 
tlir Htadrty ynu will fiiitl ttiy nanir down for twelve d liferent 
Irrtitrrs or »p. Nowadays (IHIIS), I have only one, for^ 
wlurli l!»«? wr rrl ary i» g«*d ffi«ugh to invent four or five 
diffprriil fwinr*.” * 

'flu* «»iily n|»|«*i$*'td* who hrld thrif own against the p’abians 
in driiatr, i«rfi likr I,4r'vy and Fimte, had Imnied in the harsh 
aclicud of r^fw-rirtirr ; like the Fabittu*, they had found pleasure 
and profit in •|»raktng, In drlmlinn. and in picking up bllH of 
social iiifortMutwii in llir iin»sl niil -Mf-the-way plmim It was 
ttii«» krrii S»ri«li*tir ari|tii*itivritrs» of the Fabiani, their rendi' 
nrsa to r»rlsr« tlir rotivriitiimal aititiirffienti for the plcnKuri’ 
to la* drrsvrd fnm #rvcr«l each week, whicdi 

pn*|mml Ihrin for tbr *lrrfnifm« filalffiffti campaigns of the 
futurr. And »iirh fmi it wm In Hip Fabian •washhuc’klers ! 
After tififig ** driven in ilisgrarr ** «»iit cif AndtrttinV Hotel, and 
*uli*«|tiriitly iml t»f m rtwfirl fimr Wariloiir Strwt in which 
they liinl Mtiighf •anrttwry, tbr F«bi«fi« wtmt to WillisN 

*Tt»et N». *1, Tk* Its Emrfy flktwp, hy (I Bernard 
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the most aristoeralie and also, ns it tnrm-d <mt, the chcapewt 
place of meeting in lamthm. ** Our favouriti- sport,” nayH Shaw» 
“ was inviting poliiieianH and eeouoniistN t») leeture to and 
tlicn falling on them with idl otjr erudition and th'hatin^ nkilU 
and making them wish they had inner been Imnu” oih‘ 

occaBion the Fabiana confuted (‘o operntion in the poraon of 
Mr. Benjamin Jones on a point tm which, us Shaw afti>rvvnr<l« 
confessed, they Bubseciueutly found rennon to iudieve that thoy 
were entirely in the wrong and he entirvly in the right. 'The 
16bh of March, IBBB, commeinorate.H tho most signul victory 
of the Fabians in this speeies of gui'rrilla warfare. On that 
night of glorious memory a welhkntiwii member of Farlianient, 
now the Secretary of State fem War, lured into the Fal)ian 
ambuscade, was butchered to make a Fabian holiday, "The 
following ludicrous aeeount of the ineideiit was written by the 
Individualist, Mr. G. Btamlring, In Thr l^larch 17' th, 

1888. Picture to yourself the srene -a spaeiou* anti Itifty 
apartment, brilliantly lightetl by scores of wax randies in hniul” 
some camleluhra, and about eigldy ladieii and gentlemen, acnt otl 
around on comfortable ebnirs, lying in wait hm the unHuspcct i«g 
M.P. The compfiny is eoinposeii almost exehtsi^'ely of nierniicra 
of the Fabian Society- “A Hueinlist body wboae ninttn is: 
Don’t fie in a hurry ; but when you do go it, gji it thick ! ’* 

Such were the Ktirrotmdings when, on IVfarch 16th, Mr, 
H, B. Haldane, M.P., wan brought forth to meet hiK- fate. 
The hon. gentleman, who i« a lawyer and Member for 
Haddingtonshire, wa« annminretl to s|ic#ik on ‘ llncUrnl 
Hemedies for Econmnie Evik,’ but tme erndd easily 
timt this was a mere ruse of war. The Fabian 6^ht.t*ra 
wore drawn up in battle array before the tlmirnian’H tabhs 
ready for the fatal orwlnught, 

“ Truth to tell, Mr. Haldane did not appear at alt 
alarmed at the prospect of his impending hutehtry, Plreet 
and manly, he stood at the table, and in calm, well-chc)«ert 
language showed cause for Ids belief thiit liadical princi- 
ples and Radical methods are sufHeient to cure the cvil^ 
of society. He then eritieally examined a Fabian pmrrt' 
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phlft, ' "Hu* 'IViH* Hmiit'rtl Frugrumiiir,* urul pul in cli?« 
mum*r« thm-tu. 'riu* luui. »uul U‘Hriu*ti gimtlemnn i|H)ke 
far iin haur, «mi! m I ml an iiiy runhiaiiwi rhnir, encom” 
ptwwtrcl rtHUul nlunit by Sin'inlistf*, brant lung' «n atrncwphert’ 
iinprugfuilatl with Ntn'inlisiu, I lt»tartf(l, niul daftly miir'* 
inuml; * Vrrsly, mx nngrl bnth runta tluwn frmu hi'ttVfti i * 

** A» thn ln»t wartia i>f Mr. Ibiltbuu* dirtl tiway* tlu* ihorE 
»hii.rp (ft tlu* difunufUiN vairr toltl that thr rnrnagt? 

wm ttbtuil lt> ramiiirnrr. After »tmu* drhulfary qtu*»tiuning, 

Mr. Hiclliry Wrlib ipriiug ta lii» ragrr, rxcitiMl imcl 
anxitiUf* in sbakr tlu- bfr «»ut t»f Mr. Ilaltlani’ In-farr nnyum* 
i*|»f rtiulil grt III bitu. ilr niMiki- *i» rapnlly m iu bmmu’ 

»i liinrw alnuiat snrabrrmt. ^Ir. Wrbb wituh'iI to be 
elwrgfii with nmttrr rnaitgh fur a fartniglit, ami he wa* 
naturally iir»irtiy» l« firr m nuirli »»f it as |M»iihlr into 
the laaly of llie riiriny. At iriigth the warning bell of 
the (1'»air«»n heanh ami tin- attark was eontinuiHi by 
Mrt. Annir llr*anl» wlw, staiwlifig with lirr bank to tlie 
foi’t «*r«.*itifwliy f«r«i finimt l« rtn|tbtt*ii4‘ a fKiint. Then 
up rt»i? C.k'-wfgr llrriwrtl Hb»w, atitl a* be spake, h» gr«turf» I 

iUgge»t«i til Itie the iilr« that hr h»i{ gut Mr. Ilaklam* 
lttl}»l«i upon a nrriilr, ami w«e pirking hini to pirrrn 
IJtiiti by htiili, wsrkril ltay=» Mr, Slmw 

went «%*er the Itatllral liiir« «• kkl iltW'fi by hb opponent, 
lhi» w*» llir Imriirti nf hi« mttigt TImt no goml, 

I, III* ti m Ifw* other i# fi« g«<«i -—while you feairi nine 

liuailr«l thmiMfiil ttiilliMti*, in ll»r of Bent ami In- 

ill the of »n irlfc- rlt**#, I,^t U* 

Ihf nine litlfiilrtM »t«l all thr»e (IlMKbral) 

thing* #t»li l» ftiifle-il »int« yi-ui. firetl a Partbian 

*h-ot iiM Itr ml, iluwfi. Isir. Ilahl^itp Iwii »|iitkrti of rtUicu 
tl«i, clett'W'filary iiwil Icetmiral, ** m iiieail* of aiHittn-JUg 
Mtlonal weifur#. Sft«w lort tliw with liprn «r«rn, «fal 
dbel«ri?d that lltp ntiMt awl him! »f i‘Aiir«» 

ti«i w«-* tl» wliimlittii of llie falirr«l parly! With U«it he 
iuhiiilttl m M mm-wMlrr Imlh of F»t»i«fi l•llgllter. 

** Tilt rotiinlHwi by t«fi iillirr niri«ltrr% nf 

til* Sutiwly* «wil tl»« thr c*h«lfin*n rallwl tiptm Mr, llai"- 

IM 
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clane to rt'ply. Hideous rntjckerv ! thr (‘hHiriiinu ktu*w that 
HuIcIhiu' whs dmd! He luul him torn, hissed and 

trampled imderfmit. IVrhnpw he expected the p^hont of tin* 
M.P. to rise aucl conclude the delinte with frigldful gibher- 
ings of flloshlcsB jaws and gestures tif bony hand'*. Indeed, 
I heard a rustling of papers, as if one gathered his mdes 
for a speech; but I felt unable to face the grisly horror of 
a phantom replying to its nsHasHins, so I Hetld* 

The three great influenecs, formative and determinative, 
whose importance in their Imiring upon Shaw’s cari-er can 
scarcely be overestimated, arc: first, iniitute and exhaustive re- 
searches into the economic hasw of society ; second, his perseviT- 
ing efforts as a public man toward the practical reformation tjf 
patent social evils; and, third, hi« strenuouM activity penistetl 
in for many years, a« a public speaker and Socinlist propa- 
gandist. His plays are so permeated with the spirit of era« 
nomic and social research that they may Iw ndted, with little 
exaggeration, clinical lecturer upon the social niiahnny of our 
time. Shaw, the public man, the tnan of affnirs, never the literary 
ix'cluse of the ivory tower, stands reveahnl alike itt rritiristn 
and drama. There is more truth than jest in ShawV statejociit, 
generally greeted with derisive scepticism, that hi* playj* differ 
from those of other drarufitists hecatoie he has Is-rn ii vestryman 
and bonmglj councillor. And there m sea ready a play of 
Shaw’s which does not Iwnr the hall-mark of the facile delmtcr. 
His weekly fmillfitom, hm literary crlticisirw, provimative* argu- 
mentative, controversial, imack of the areim and the piddic 
platform. 

This close touch with actual life, tlii* vital awwadation with 
public effort and social reform, have imparted to HhawV literary 
productions a rare, an unifjue flavour. He h«M g«»fie down 
unflinchingly into the pitilesH and dusty amta to j«w*t against 
all comers. Shaw has never lived the literary life, never Ih*- 
longed to a literary cluli. lie has never lived ** tm 

guotidieniM d*un Kamletd* who, m Maeterlinck a»wrl», h» time 
to live because he does not act. Hlmw ha* fouml life in nrtion, 
action in life. Although he brought all hii power* untparingly 

Jfl4 



rilK VAWr AND TIUIMPET 


1(5 thr rritit ssiH tin- fim* nrts, hi* iu*vt*r frequented their iocinl 
surrnuuihnip. When hr wiw not iie!u«l]y writing or attending' 
|KTfor«ianrr», hi« tiuir was fully taken up hj public work, in 
whieli be wfi» furtuiwte riiough to la' fwsoeiatefl with a few men 
tif exrepliotml ability am I rhnraeter. From 18BB to 1888, he 
was rritis'i^ing iKioksi ut th«* Pali At nil (tdM^ttc an<l pictures in 
the Warhi. 'rbi»» Irft him hi» esi-niiigs fm*; ctniHequently he did 
a tremendous iiiimtint of piihlie »|H*nking and <Iebating- '-s peak- 
ing in the open ntr, in the streets, in the parks, at deimmHtra- 
tion-* anywhere mid everywhere. While he never belonged to 
a literary elub, so ridletl, he w»» a member of several literary 
stieietir* in l.tiudon. Ills inlimate aequiiintanee with Shake- 
sjware Wtt» im|*r«ivpii liy lii» ipiiel lili-rary ofT-nights at the New 
HtiHkr..%|w»rr Hwrirty iimlrr F. , 1 . Fiirnival Elected a member 
of the llrowniiig Htieiety by mi«l«kr, Slmw Rtood by the mistake 
willingly rttt«i|ch* »«d »|«ml rmuiy hrwiy and delightful evenings 
«t its firrlinn*. ** l‘tip prtfwra thought that the Browning 
Honrty wm an a»»«fiblaige «f Ititigdininil tt*aithelt*sd’ Shaw once 
remarked l« liir ; ” in truth, it wm a ronvrntirle where pious 
ladies di»|«it«l alwmt rrligioft with Furnivab and Ganncr and 
I rgg«l thrill fill,** * Wltt-n Fitfiiivnl ftninded the Hhelley So- 
drty, SIww, i»f r«yr®r, joined that, ami lieramr an extremely 
e«llm»i«»t$r *md rtirrgriir iiiritilwr. It wiw at the Shelley 
Hm'irty's flr*t tafgr tiirrlitig timl Shaw startled lamdon by 
nfiinmnriiig hitn»lf ««* ** likr Slirllry, a Socialist, an atheist, 
»n*l a vegt*tafi«fi.** f Hliaw w«* nftrrwardi active in forwarding 
fhr fliir fierforitwnrr «f TAr fV«ri, gtvrn by tin! Shelley Society, 
irforp it •urriitwlM?ii tti ili» liravy print cr*» hilfa. Such were 
Shttw** rrrrcatiiwi*; hut his msiiti hiiti«c« wa* Swcialkm. It 
»«.* flr*t csiinr firit »rrviti with Shaw, Whenever he rccc'ived 

* 'Ose lititittfc li#'fr fipfrffwl Im Is K. V fkifiitef, M.A,, now Brunner 
«f Kr««iffwiir «t tljr t*«tlcgr, LlwriMKil. 

f Wliilf? |*>iWir|y uin»l»r« t»jf tliiw ttiat hr wn« «n 

»ttw*i?il, m% IwfT' Htiaw twi* *5w»yi hnil « Htnnig 

!wM*f ,*r «.|4rilti«l thlagii Ills *|prl«r*Ui»*»a tif alWsw dwnihl ttlwayn Iw 
l«kni »llt* ll*r **11 W f*lifl**t»**‘ Iw l»« virtuuHv »niiJ in 

nrf4y l«* »«»«*»#** »tf rriiiflMtt, 1 »!« *m atheh4.’‘ In the 

tarn uf It I* iwrffrily |it«ln llwt !#»«» ttUPtut ttwl He Wrts «l} tlw» 

things' « m MitwUi m te Sbellryatt wm»e. 
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an mvilaiiou for a Ii'otiirf, liki* his own character Moroll, he 
pjavc tlic fipplicant the fir.st date he had vacant^ whcttier it, wan 
for a atrect corner, a chapel, or a tlrawinp^-room. He apoke to 
audienecH of every dcKcription, froni IhiiverKity dons to I.ondori 
waHherwonion. From 18HB to with virtually no exception, 

he delivered a haranp^ue, with debate, questions, and ho on, 
every Simday—sometimeN twice or even thrice— -and on a good 
many weekdays. This teeming and tunmltucmi life wan pa.ssed 
on many platforms, from the Brit lull AKKoeiation to the triangle 
at the corner of Salmon’s I,iane in Limehouse. 

In 1888, when he became a critic of music, Shaw was re- 
stricted solely to lectures on Sundays, as ho could not foresee 
whether he should have the opera or a concert to attend on 
week-nights. It is remarkable bow much he managed to do, 
even with this handicap, especially a» he had to speak usually 
on short notice.^ At lust, as was inevitable with a man burning 
the candle at both ends, the strain began to ttlh Shaw founci 
it impossible to deal with all the applicafcioui he received. For 
an advanced and persistently progressive thinker like Shaw, tlm 
unavoidable repetition of the oltl figurei and the old dcnionst ra- 
tions in time grew irkRome, He felt the dangtr of becoming, 
like Moroll, a windbag— -what (leorge Ade calk a *'* hot-air ma- 
chine.” By 1895, the machine was no longer by any means in 
full blast; the breakdown of Slmwk health, in 1898, Bnished him 
us a systematic and indefatigable propap^dist. His work 
wont on almost uninterrupted, however, although it w-as no 
longer explicit propagandisnu Indml, he worked more strenu- 
ously than ever on the St. Pancras Vestry, now the St Pancraa 
Borough Council. Since 1898, Shaw has lectured only occa- 

♦“Take the nmuslnR, cynienl, remarknhle Ocorp Bernard Shaw, witone 
Irish humour and hriHinnt pift» haw partly partly hindered the 

(Fabian) Soelety’a popularity. This wan will rtae from m <elalwr«te erltt 
dBm of last night’s opera or lllebter «merrt (he If tl» wnrieflil eritle of the 
World), and after a llgltt, purely vegetarian rocul, will go down to some 
far-off dub In South London or to some street eorotp in Eait London, or 
to some recognised place of meeting In one of th© ptrio. and will there 
speak to poor men about their economic poiltion poBtlcol duties.’^— 

William Clarke, in Th» Fabian Roekty and it» Work Jhrrtfac® to Fabkm 
Etaaijf. Ball Publliblnf Co., Boiton, 1008, 
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W liiulrrtiikr »iu»llsrt uliilftiriis ritiu|Miign. 

3hftw** ” kfiark »»f «a }«* it, pltyinl 

inetiipWt’rttlilr llgiirr m }»i* r»rrrr. HiiHullMiunnislj with hw 
:|writt' «i» Ihr Htiiiw mm i*njiiiriii|| wimt In* 

wmiliat» tlir ** italill.’* WiirfirVrr hr jttifietl tt 

Ittj'-rwii thr Krlrtsmi iii« umrknl rtrctiiitr itiilitj mm 
,«l him tm Itir nwiMiittrr. In Irmm'm^ tlir tiwbit* of imhli^ 

I mi mclifw with iIb' «fi af |iiili|i|. iijpMhing, 

gaiilfii a grral ilral i*f %-«Iii»il4r r%|»-rirtirc ■ rt|>«»rirtirr which 
tmit lip a«|iiirril Ml | 4 ri«»%T®. Tlw arttl 

rritiriwi wf turn wlm «rrr at fiiych 

tr mill tirtirr iiifnrwr*! thjiii luHwrlf, in Sih^w two 

tiartiw trait* •rll' miasr^tsstti unsi iMi|»a£si% ify. |t js rrrtftiri 
it hii rX|K*f»rlirr m* m nmn mf affair* <irli%rly rngfigrtl if} ptihlit’ 
rh* piMiiipi|i«l aiiil al, Iwim lli«l Iwliiml- thr*irt*n« 

ftwifllgi? tif tlw’ inrrl?afst*ii} tinliifr s»f |tolitim| illtttitttl 

Ick mifttm »« c|*fiir«i t*i I fir m fwit, 

Aecorilitig t« tl» riirtfiit iir«> Hhaw li«» h#rn n 

ftciowi IiIp m li«« ^Wfig whirtn hr 

|ht ifcwlwr. tin llir f«nlr«f|', iit#lc»4 »*f ititgiiig *l«wn tlu' 
ttttlitt Iti «w| «ii«l rtrry i*nr, !4|i«w nrtw rlwilriigwl anyunr 
dttAt# wIlli liiiti in fiiilifir, %\t Hlw«, it an imfair 

lor n, *rawifirtl #jwiilrr, anti m* tmt ml all »»f 

I faliitily Ilf lilt « iliwl »»f »f ti»t iwtfr %«ihir 

tft »tty ttllwf «irl nf fitiri. III I Iti? t'iglilir*, fhr Sin-s<ili»t 
•glWt of wlliril WiiliASSl Mwftw mmm llit lf#ilitl|| limirr, matlr 
ffftirt III mffmnff? » iHwlr l*ci«w» emi Htasl^ 
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the most foruiidahle {ItlmtiT to he foinu} in tin* IIoum* of 
Commons. In more than one plaee, hut notably in 'Vhc Quint, ' 
.mice of Ibsenum, Shaw has paid the higiu-st trllmte to thi- 
remarkalde (pialities of Brndlnugli as- tldnker and dinleetieiau. 
The Socialist I.<eaguc challenpjed Bradlnu/^h to debate, and 
chose Shaw as their champion, nlthougti lie was not ev<‘n a 
member of tliat body. Bradlaugh made it a eontlitiori th.-d 
Shaw should be botind by all the pamphlets and ntterauees of’ 
the Social Democratic. Federation, a strongly ntd t Fabian body. 
Had Shaw been richer in experience in sucli matters, he would 
undoubtedly have let Bradlaugh make what eomntto{i.H he 
pleased, and then said his say without troubling about them. 
As it was, Shaw proposed a simple proposition, " Will Social 
ism benefit the English people? ” with a .simple, geneiml didiidtion 
of Socialism. But Bradhiugh refused this; and the deliate - 




time, Shaw was somewhat relieved over the issue, being very 
doubtful of his ability to make any great showing against 
Bradlaugh; he has since privately expressed Ids regret that tlie 
debate did not take place. Bradlaugh was a tremeridou.s de- 
bater, and in point of “ perMonal thunder and hypinitism ” 
Shaw would have been, in sporting parlance, ouleluMHed. But 
to Shaw, whose forte is always offence, it would have lu-en a great 
gratification to tackle Bradlaugh in his own hall the Hall of 
Science, in Old Street, St. Imke^^s. At least Shaw ctndd Imve 
had his sny. 

At a later time, Bradhiugh debated the qucHtion of tlie Eight- 
Hours’ Day with IL M. Hyndman— their serond platform 
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a ntght», mul |»rr%.*lr.| nvrr f,t Mr. a. Htfiiiilrinn ««d Mr 
E. IW ill l«rrt. ««« hrU «t tb- i|«fl »f Hriwirr, Loiu!«ri* 
January Mtli «n.l IMfll. ’I1„. rrp«rt. which 

slill prm-tinilllr, rxlnlnU Ihr f„-,f .juslsfsr. of Slmw m ii rtwi^ 

iclffl, *h\mU-t. liia two .prrrisrs. mfirkiHlb* irmiiral 

tortr. «rr fmiiir.illj imurUmhM h%~ Ihr Urm-kHnl (tippliiu^), 

F«)tr I**ir t.f l»a Sjrrrrlw^ wsH, t|„, ratlirf rfrulgriit 

watiwi* ** Etrry um^l hr tiirmlu-a wit hv pulllic 

«tf, I*«'t trillli rtilii fiiltrbiwl urapplr *tiir|,rvrr W truth 

I whirtww’f k’ 1,1.1 , f^r, ||f.ifi,| nld J„|„| 

rhoevrr liir» tr»tli f.iil Ihr »,»ra-r m a fm- mh\ upm fit* 

mter?*” »rill«Mr||l ^irrlr,! «itli Imjtl 

ich Sll«w llrliglltfttilf fre|«Mit|r-ii : »* f „«t gr!lf|in,|rn, 

it * frw an«t wfwii rwrmifitrr «is||lil liriisn iiliout ; bit if 
Ita »k» nw •«* lr»«tli fnii tu tlwuif m 

fOtmler willl I4» if iwi « riiatirr t»f in t |,|5 

»fnl mtitltilftii «*f Mii-irli. tisrf} I rrj»||' t« .hilm Millufj that 

irgt li»rii«rii hm* m-m it |Mit iij ^Irnmr trrf 

iw maiiitaifml t!i»l # fr%hutum «f h«iir'» wmihl rtmt 
s prire*, anil llwl *t l*t k* iIm- |,M»*»il4r wav 

dblftg it. Iti» rimstig mirror h» tirw pf thf 

iloU of rr*s«i$t i»f it* r%iafrt»rr. 

I rift Wilt *«y, fwr ilsai |}|p ,lr|»^lr |w» 

1 pbi*ifit mw to fti**, *»f Dir fririitilf iffins «n 

wWfll Mr. Ftl«»tr «nil t t rtrn illM|||f|P i» ft 

l^Mnl lirt*‘r#fi Mr- tA*«»lr iijul ilial iiwf n littir 

to till*. Mr FiMfir «imI I, 1*11 « rrrlaiii ttilijirt 

t.fe **f l!«i» rimtifri* nttrf|«iu ||^ wautr 

No*, tlitisr |i*tr iijfrrlr«i («ir a,ttrt|l|«H VrtV 

ll'if li-rrraasl t *»f ifir f rwloitl 

rtf III# iwiitilliwi l« lifilil »lt«t %'«■»* hr to fr«T- 

■dta of »|»« 4 i mil far tim 

Ottt *11 hte «i»il « grtwifir rtiltiirp 

ip r«tsji|f*a1 i»Hli sw 3Ml>|frt#, 

rtt mw m llwy l*S84r ti|» |» 
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foundt'tl on nml not on tho cJtJiinmH tif any olmroh 

what.Hoevi'r. I t’oniVh.s that in tin' day?* bi-fort* I lind atiulin’tl 
eoononnc (jm*Hti{>n.s I wm filled with tho iHan-wsity of indi- 
vkhial fm*dum on tlnw |nnntH, luui that I also tnul that 
Mtrnng dwtrunt of ilit* State which .Mr. Ikiotc has 
here to-night. But when tny attention whj* turnetl to the 
economic side of the (|UeHtioii, I Hcmn heeunu* ct»nviueetl tlmt 
the real secret of the State’}* inj.Htility to the advance of 
reasonable views was that Heason condenmcil the propertied 
institutions of this coutitry. Property i« the real force 
that hypocrilically expresses itself m Heligiun. I there- 
fore came to the conelusitm that we shtdl never gel out 
of the mess W’e are in until the workers come to mulerstaml 
tluit tlu'y are already deprived of indiviilual fm-tiom by 
the irresistible physical force of the St«t»*, and that they 
can escape from its oppression only hy »ei»;i«g on the 
political power, and using that very State force iu emanci- 
pate themselves, luui im|Hwe their will cm the ndnority whieh 
now enslaves tliem. That Is the reason that, just m I urge 
the importance of individual freedom of »peech, mi I id»o 
urge on tla* workers that they cannot possibly help them- 
Helves by individual action so long a« this terrible State 
is outside them, and ready to cut them dtewn at every 
point. I believe that they can, iiy cemcerted action, not 
merely in trade unions, hut in a united tlrnmerary, get 
complete control of the State, and u«r it* might for their 
own purposes j and when they once come to uridrr«t«ncl 
this, I believe their enmncipalion will only tm dehiyed ttntil 
they have learned from cx|wricnce the true condition* of 
social freedom^* * 

There is anollier feature of mf ttr «* « piihllr *|H‘aker 

which exhibits Ids attitude toward* the work in life Im had wt 
before him, Shaw fights for what wmi to many te«» like 
liberty than licence of Hpeech. lie never submitted hi* intelli“ 

* Th6 Biphi lltiurt A pttbite iklwte be- 

tween Mr, G. W. Foote mul Mr. George liemard Hlmw. VertwiUm He|K»ii, 
Londons E. Forder, §8, Slotaseutter Stmt, E.C, WL 

140 


rim <*AHT AND THDMFET 


grtUHS luH will, or lti» powor to nlion cinmination. He l}«» never 
beloiigetl tf) fiiij {oilitieal party, riglitly ronuitlcml, never 
cringed untler iinj Insh, never reidi/eil in his own experience wJtat 
he liituftrlf hiw ealletl the tuilv renl trugetly: ** the being Uied hj 
pcrwcmttlly'iuinded men for purpttses which jou recogruM Oi 
Imae.” It wns the determination to remain uiitranunelled m 
thought and action which fiirhitde his ever accepting pajineiit 
for apeaksng. Very often provineiid Humlay Societies invited 
him to come down for the usual ten guineas fee am! give the 
uauttl sort of lecture, avoiding polities and relighm. Shaw'i 
invariahle amiwer to such ri'f|tie«ts wm tlmt he never lectured 
cm anything but |«ilitics and religion, ami that his fw* wa» the 
price of lii« railway ticket third -rlasui, if the place was further 
off than he* rinild afford to go at lui own expense, I'he Sunday 
Society would then ** come around ** ami asiurt* Shaw that he 
might, on thr»e terms, lecture on iinytliing he liked i and he 
ttlwajfi did. DccasiormJly, to avoid embarraasing other lectureri 
who lived by lecturing, the thing w«* thme by a debit and credit 
entry 5 that ii, Sb«w took the usiml fee and ex|MmK*«, and gave 
it Iwtck »» a donation to the society. Shaw once related to me 
the rirciini»l«nre» of a most interesting ronfrffrwp#, which 
alone would suffice to jiwtify bis desire f<tr freeiforn of speech, 
hii wi*dom in arming liimwif agaitt*t thr accusation of being 
i prt»f»ii«ii»l iigitiitor. ** At the election of IHUi, I w«i mak- 
ing a ifMwrb in the Town Hall of Dover, when a man row anti 
shmitwi to the audirnre not to let itself !«• lalk«i to by a hirwi 
speaker frcim Lontinn. I iwitirdiatrly offered to i-ell him my 
tmolument* fur flw pciinifis. He be«ttttt«h ami I «mc thiwn 
to four fuiuocls. At k*t 1 offrrttl to take five »htlliiigi'" Imlf a- 

erowii'—ft ihllling'- 'sixpriice for my fee*, and when be wtndd 

not takf tbtmi «t that, rlaiitird tlmt hr must know |H*rfeetly 
well that I wa« there at my own If I luitl not been 

able to do lbi«, the meeting, wbtrb wn* a diffrult mid hostile 
one (Ihiffr tiring « biipr|r*i, corrupt Tory ronwtitiirncy ) would 
probuhly have tw«i broketi itp.” 

Ai Mr. rinrffire Hook l»# rnmirkril, I^mdmi first o|i*-nrfl 
htr tyti in wonilrr otrr tlw vrr»«tilr ** <1. It. S.** wbm ^br di*» 
cott^ tlmt in tb# daytime lie pn^webed revolt to Ibc grimy 
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from a (tih, ami in tin* vxtwu^ tit Willumi Arrh«'r nmi 
Iho (‘ulhiiTtl Wfht into ponlH of uu-rrmaut ovi-r hi»* Arms nml 
the In thosi* hn!t\voii tnui^iomtinr iIhv** Lumfon Isrgnn 

to lake paiiw lo be prewnt at Hhaw ’j* ti» light fol diith rlitMl fu-r 
formantTH at Battermi. Shaw Irrhirnl oflin in Battt r-»«a ha 
tnuiHe it waH Jalm BurnH’ Sitrongholtl. Nru-r hhh ShnHh* 
rocketing brilliance more effertivilv il!t»|»lai,ril thnn m tntv of 
his oratioriH at the W«Hhingt*nt .Mt}-*?** linll, nith fhi 

wards in the chair. In tins oration hr |nto.Mi that no nm 
eluHion could be drawn from a ban- |jrofr‘.«,iui! of 
to what side a Joan wouhi takr on any cinun* ti- iiohiirHl 
In speaking of this reinnrksdde efft^rl, Mr. mmtly tohl 

me the following incident : I rcfni-mhrr hearing n Horknmi} *oty 
to his wife as 1 came np beliitid them mi my way to I hr Htiition; 
* When I hear a man of intellect talk Iskr llutt for a whole 
evening, it makes me feel like » woa«d Which imuir »ir fn-f 
liorriblj fisbamed of inywif. I frit the ^Imhlnr^t of iiit|i«i»tor«, 
Homehow, tlunigh really I gave him the tH-4 Irrloir I runld.“ 
With the exception «»f Ida tw'o nigbl.»* wrrAtIr with U. W. Foote, 
Shaw’s most Hustnincd cfTort ■ liii onitimi haling four 

hourK— was di'livered in the open air tm a Stitiday muiiitug jd 
'Trafford Bridge, Mafichester. Shnw !akr=t ph-a^Hrr «ii dt-rlaring 
that one of his hest ape«*che«, alnnit iiii tioiir ami a half long, 
was delivered in Ily«le Park in the pouring rain to <»i% pohrmu-n 
seiii to watch him, and the isecr»-f«ri »f the littjr fcorirly t}j«l in«l 
invited him to speak. ** I w«* tlrtmusortl to siitrrr-4 tlmia' 
polieemen, because m they wa-re sent Ihm- l« iotlrn t»» mr, their 
ordinary courKc, after Indiig mn-e convnn'rd Ififil 1 »ii« n rm- 
eonabla and wadFconduclrd person, wonhl la- l« |«y no fitrliu-r 
attention. But I fpiitc entrrtaiwd Ihrio. I ran slili are 
their waterproof winning in tlir rant when I ulmt my 

eyes.’* 

Couragt? and daring, a« well »s fertility nmi s«%-riilivrfiew, 
often enabled Shaw to carry lii« |K»int or to !»«%,> hi* my, in the 
face of violent and ahmnit invinrililr i»p|K«iti»»ii. Hr ha.# timrr 
than once actually vot«l »giiin»t SiirialiftMi in onlrr t« forwnril 
the motion in band. Anil once, in HI. «Jaiiir»*a I fall* London, 
at a meeting in favour of Woman** Siiff'riigr, hr vrntiirwl with 
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sunw U|Hm fi fiiriutw Irirk, tlu* »f w}»eh In* mire rrktwl 

to i»f; 

•'Just fwfcsrr I {i|jokr n Imatilr ronimgrnt rntrml the 
rtmm. omi t mw thnt wr wi-rr outmuuhrral, tuul that tin 
hr rrtrrird itgiiirist m. Tliry wm* all 
Sorwihts t»f tlir nuti Fobmii surt, Jrtl hy a man wham I 
knrw wry will, tuul wh« was nt thiil time worn out with 
inihlir itgiliJum wtul private warry* mi thfit hr wan rjcrifca- 
hli> rthims! I« finny. It artnirmi to mr that if they, instrad 
Ilf rarryiiig an ttiumdinrnt. rmtld b* gmuli.d to hrrnk up 
thr iiiM-ting niut ili^gnut* Ihrmiu'lvrs, the lummirM would 
mitain with ii». I itmdr a •|H*frh that would have made 
a hishap awrar mid a 4irr}» fight. My frirnd thr rnrmy, 
stung nidurttuns diwfird madly tsi thr pktfarrn 

to aiwwrr inr tlwii and Ilirrr. Ili» followrrs, thinking hr 
wm ksding « rhargr, itoruird thr plat form, and 

lirokr u|t thr mrrtiiig. *riir« thr awailant* rrronstitutrd 
thr ntwliiiii' iiful apfwjiiitrd oiir tif tlwir niiinlMtr rhainiian. 

1 llirn drnwfidrd a hrartiig, wttirh wm duly granted me m 
n watirr »f fair |day, «nd I had amdhrr irudni^ with 
great iaIiafarliMii to mfmlf, Kn harm wa* clour and no 
hlow strurk, hut thr |wi|Mi*ra itrut niornifig dr»rrilHHl a Mnuir 
of viiilrnrr «tid ilr»trurliitfi that left nothing to b» dwlrinl 
tiy thr *itttiguittttry srhoollmy.** 

Like Ihirn, Sliaw h«« twrriy rftrii|>rd t\w honour of t>ring ifu« 
pri»nefl-''" honour wliirh, it m nrrdlrw to tay, he iirvrr 
iought. Fortiiiwtrly for Hlww, tlir rrligimw j»«iplr always 
joiftsd with tlir l« rr«&l tlw polim Twin*, in dif 

ftriittif* raised hy of tin? fmilire li» »t«*i ftrert mi'rlings, 

Hhaw wftj «}lhf« all are of going In pritiiri. Tb ir«t tinu-, 
l|» ptdirr raiMtuklnl »« ih«' iiiorfitftg of Itir day when Hhaw 
wi« tlw tirliift. l‘lir *rr»i«i time Hhaw »«« »» furtiiiuttr 

w In hatr in a iiirtitlier iif m rival forklift »orirtf « di«putn«t 
for tlfi m«rlyr% Ili«r rail •?«i|uitltlir with Shaw'k M-errl 

ftllff ii« a ilifitiiifi, hi« rit'iil defrstttl film hy two voirt !' 

On# of thr tiiwat miwrkahle in Knglnud !**-d«y, 

Mfd Shaw i* mil ftwaply » lalriit, « pi?r»fwiality : he i» « ptrfillc 


CJHOHCJH BKHN'AHI) SflAW 


institution. rruj)li‘ flork tiJ his hn'tisn'i niui nddre^srs, ftiui hia 
bans moi.t arc in Loiulcnj, Nrw Ytu k, Vienna and 

St. PcU'rHburjj^. Hi* is tin* inoht univer^tally di«tnihf»rtt man of 
letters now living. Not ninre Bjnm tin» nny IlritsKh author 
enjoyed an international audience ainl vogue coni|)nr«hle to 
that enjoyed by Bernard Shaw. No one in our time m Shaw’s 
equal in Moarching analyisw and trenchant r%|Jo»»ition of the ilk 
of modern Hociety. Hia ability to *tark reality aiul to know 
it for hia own makea of biiu the most powerfiti inmqddeteer, 
the most acute journalwt publirkt since the days of Swift, 
His indictmentH of the fmulninerital structure of eonteinporary 
society prove him the greatcat niaatcr tif romie irony »ttiee the 
days of Voltaire. Inferior to Analole France in artklry and 
urbanity, Shaw excels him in tin* »trenu«ii»nrR« «f lii« |wr»o«al 
sincerity and in the kco|.h* of hi* purpi«e. ShawN manner of 
speaking is as individual, m distinctive, m is hi» style m an 
essayist or his fingering as a dr«nmti»t. I1wt prtrelr»» and 
inalienable gift which ha# helped to make »f«ii Jmitvn the leailer 
of modern SocialiKt«~™lhc power of tauehing tiir rmoliutw—ii 
a quality which Shaw, like Dwraeli iK’fore him, wholly larks, 
In Shaw there is no spark of the mwmrrie force, tbe hjpnotie 
power of the horn orator; he lacks that rmiianre, that |Kiwer 
of dramatic visunlixation, which w a quality of all true oratory. 
While it in true tliat people do not ** or«tr ’* in l^flglllltd m 
they do in Ameriea, still there is a vast differmre ticlwren tlw 
born orator, likl* JatinV or Mr#. Iksant, »ml thr prarlisdi 
public speaker, like Shaw-. All tlwl roultl t«* *r«|u*fril, Shaw 
acquired. Not (‘liarles Braillatigh hiiniirif h*«l m more tliorough 
training than had Shaw. He k farilr, itteiil «tid frrtilt; b 
doci not leave all hii qualitie* bchinti tiiiii wbn he fwiunli 
th® platform. In flite, Sliaw Im* fulflllcil to tlw Irltrr hi* early 
vow, Bolemidy taken the night lie joined the &trtic»i H«>inely. 
He haj delivered can«kkrahly wore th«ft « thoiwand pulilie 
addresses, and the of them were fmwktwpiive# iif tlteir kind. 
And yet Shaw has only n very ordiiMry ; ami in nrdtr 
to make htnuclf comfortably hearil hy a lari^ ainliemse Iw hiw 
to be very careful with Ids artirulalion and to »|>r*k mj though 
he were addrisiing the auditor furtBwt from Wm. 
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With hiM long', locmc form, hin hnggy anil rather bmurr 0 
ckithw, his jitmehnlfint, {jtiir.ztenl, oxtmnporantanw ftpptmranns 
witl} his red hnir nnil nrrngglv in-urd, hi» pallid fare, his bleak 
smile, his searrhiiig eyes flashing from umler hin rrmiked browa; 
with his general air t>f assuraiire, privilege and impinlenee- -Ber- 
nani Shaw is the jester at the eoiirt of King Demos. Startling* 
a«tmtnding, irrepreMihle, he fights for opposition, ekmours 
for denial, demands »iippreje»i«n. Shaw was once eompletelj 
floored by a workman, who rose after he had eompleted a nmg- 
nifiernt pyroterhnie ilisplay, and saltl; ** 1 know (juite well that 
Bernard Shaw in very riever at argmumt, and that when I 
ait down he will make minremeai of everything ! any. But 
what ctori that matter to mr? I still have my prineiples,’- 
Shaw had to Rilritil, a« hr onrr told me in speaking of the 
inridfiit* that this wa* ntittnaw-erable and thortnighly smiml 
at Imtlam. ** Tali irir disagreeable, only rail me Momethingd* 
rkmonn Shaw; ** for thru I have roused you from your atiipid 
torpor and maite you tfiink a m-w tbmiglit.” "rhe inrarnation 
of intrlh*fl» fitil of hypri«ti*m, of rrawiii, not of oratory, thifi 
itrange image of 'foKtoy m be wa* in hi» midille yeiifM has 
always made tui autlirnre think new thmight*. lie has never 
given the auilienre wlwt it liketl ; he hn» idw«y« given it what 
he liked, and what be tbmight it nmlrd : a bitter and tonir 
draught. The «uerw.*e* of the orator W'ho is the mere mouth- 
pieee of hi* aitdirnre have never lierti hi». Ibit he h«i aebieved 
A more rnviatile anti more urdwoirs distinrtion; 1 haw hearr! 
bitn «ay with genuine pride that more ll«« iinre hf hai Iwen 
the roost unpopular man in » inreting, and yet raffled a rr»o> 
lution agniwt tin* |Mipul«r «r«ttir iirtaept hy driving 

hotttf it* f}«*e»iity. For the lr«ft.«|»ort< whieb the ptipuhir 
©rattir riiwet by toiring fmpnliir wntitiufnt Slmw ba» w» use. 
Of the oratiirk power of mlmnrlng pwpfe and hiiving hs^ 
own way at the iaifi# time tie Iim never had a trare. lb- i« 
tb# awb-f«» of tiypiintkiti, tif rorotnre, of sm^iunw 

glarofuir. lie hw ifiught ttie »erf»nipll*ltwtrit f»f the drnmml of 
bli will; b» mpttr prafti^wl » in art «r no nreom- 

pliiliffiwl, ''rtwg tWr© for that, lie mnm told tiw, wtntlil never 
haff ptr^ biro to tilfetr a wwl in ptililie. dn»i »» Zola iw«l 
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hie jouriuilistic work h» n hiuimuT to drAr lii» vst-ws intti the 
brain of tlir publir, Shaw iim-iI hi'^ ditdftdiod lilill n?. « wrapfUj, 
ae a nicane to the end of nmkiiig iirisjdr Hunk, thu- ndght truly 
eay of all the things that he ha» rillsrp »»r writlm ; “ lin 

donnent d pttuer fuf'tcuMerm'ntd* A* a ..•.{»»'nk«*r, hr |}ri»l 
and provoked hin aiulienee to thmiglit, tuul tin n oriiithtlulril thrir 
objectiotw with tlwj swortl of iogir mitl thr nipirr «if wit. His 
ready anewer for every aenrrhing «|Urry, hi» iiidoiitnfifoiiJi Irap 
over every tripping knirrier* MTiim! to thr imvie*- n proof of 
very geniui. To itmngi' audk'iit'r», hi» ri-udiiir**^ in iiii'»wrriiig 
queetiona and meeting hcwtile arguments wrusnl tt^toniHliing, 
rnimculoua. On ievoral different wcasiotw I lw%r hr«iril ,Mr. 
Shaw modestly give the explanation of thi# «p|»iprittly inagie 
performance. “The reman wai tliat every la«ly iL%k* the $imm 
questions and uses the same arguinent*. I knew the in»»l ef- 
fective replica by heart. Before the f|tie»lionrr «r ilrlwtrr hiid 
uttered his first word I knew exactly wimt hr waa going to 
say, and floored him with an appareril iiMproitiplii that Iwrl 
done duty fifty times hefored* Hlww tt!w«y» ettrrftilly liimiglit 
out the thing for hinmelf in advaitrr, ami, win’rli is far more 
important, had thouglit out not only an elfrrtivr, hiil nl-w a 
an'tty answer to the ohjeetions that were rrrluin to la* 

This is the secret of Shiiw*s iurew in rtery ta*k wlisrh he Ims 
undertaken; to think each thing md fur and to rnurh 

it in tcrniM of seathing satire and firry wit, I ft* i* Ihr »rfplitml 
Socratic method pushetl to the limit. 

Confronted with the poinlddfiitk *’ T« wlml d«i you 

owe your marvellous gift for pyhiir upeaking? ** Hliaw rharac* 
teristieally replied: “ My marvelloui gift for iiiililic *|w«ktiig w 
only part of the G. B. 8. Itgend. I mt no cirator* mid I t«ve 
neithir memory enough nor premmw cif miml rnougli lu Im a 
really good debater, though I ofitn to \» wliifii I titti on 
grouid 'that i« familiar to iiw and ntw to tiiy opponutite. I 

learaed to speak aa men liarn to «kalt or to cyrte- by cioggrelly 

makiag a fool of mywlf until I got u*«dl to it Tli«ii I |irftclii«ci 
it in the open air~at the itreel romer* In tlw iiwrkrt Kiuare., 
in the parkr—tht best whooL I am oomiiaralivfly out of prac- 
tice now, but I talked a got>d ^l to awdienw *11 ihrougli th« 
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eight rtiid for hniiu- y«’«rs ufterwariin. J «lu)uhi he a refill j 
reniiirkfihle unthfr iifter sill tlmt gmeliee if I hatl the getiiu-^ 
of the hiHii orfittir. A» it ih, I nni wimply the ««rt of publle 
I ^pwiker unylHHiy enu iM-etmte hy going througli the »nme mill, 

j I tltm’t nienii tinit he will hnve the «iiine thingn to wiy, or timt 

I he will put them in the f.nine vvunlfi, for, untnrnlly, I tlnuT leave 
niy ideas or my voeahnlury hehiiul wlien I mount the tutu hut 
I du mean that he will uny wdml he hfi» to »ay hh movingly as 
I Kay what I have to »«y and more, if he in niiything of a 
real orator. Hf eour»e, nn an Iriahnmiu I have soine fluency, 
and can manage a hit of rhetoric amt a hit of humour on oecfi- 
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I ONC'K hfiiril n uf wtirhl widt* renown neruse Ber- 

nard HIhiw of #«i inronsistmry wlitrli, tjj }»fn, wns little short 
of inex|ilir«l»lr. 'fit rvrry elwrgo of ineoiwi»teney, Shaw is 
always ready wdth the effrrtivr rrjoimlrr; *' Vhommf ithgurrh at 
cflm f/»l rhangp To Hlmw» the atatioimry In the 

itagiwnt# rvidution In progress. Thiil rare literary pljenornerion* 
ft master of I hr wniiir »|)ird, Hhaw m not only willing to admit 
for the nimrr the inriiiwistriirirs in hi« own make-up; he li 
poiitiwlf riigrr to mukr thereof grmdrie romtr eapital. 

To the ptililir» Hlww is hi* own grralett parittfost. What 
difencrt they a*k, ran flrtlwd for » man rmdwl in NietiS" 
gehrlttm w’iio rlwiiipiona the whirh Hirtwrhe moeked? 

E«?oneilr thr artliid of the Irtrlhiig deniwrracy of a 

Scickt-Driworratir lirfmlihr with thr avowed adtoratr of the 
doetrinr* of Ilwrti «nil Nirt#»elirt the intellrrfual ariatoerata of 
thii diatinrlly sorial era^ tdrwtify tlie agitation for intema- 
lioRftt di»«rm«tiirnt» for tinivemiil fware, with one who sing* 
of arnw and the aiifM'rtimn? The In»h Kirl»«rhe, the rkrlng 
pilgrim in warrh of » rnwrnl Tltinia UniK with one who ha« 
forrihly drrlarrd thr im|tt»»»»l»iliiy of «ti«rrl}i»m? The rvan- 
gtliifc prr«<diliig thr firnlfirfliwMl of own with one who repudi' 
at«f thif purifying «rd.ttli%=r: ** Hirs* yr arr hrnlhrri,** in the 
tlwtt hr h»* no hrotlirrs, and if hr had, hr would in 
all prtdMillity iiot *gr«* with them? What faith i» to Im put 
in th# pronmtiir growidirig «»f ««r who, in thr nmw of twf» 
or thrw yr«r«» tiirfi«| frrmi vigorini* tlrfenre of Marxk %‘»due 
th«ry to it* ** driticdtliofi, «ti Jrttwian lines, with his 

own hwid ” ^ 

H k very diftriilt t« undrr*t«fif'i I4h«w*« fitfidwnrntal philtwo- 
phy of liorwiiiw wiltwnit « tliorotigh kiwwlcfiifr of thr rvcdii- 
tlonmry rotifw wf hk thntight. 'HI* |«trtir«l«r hrand i»f B»- 
cblkw Awwitliinted SlMtkti i.» not « Iwndi# «f prrjuilk** ©# 
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un innnatim* youth, Imt tin* iutfj^rution of yoarn af daj-tjy-day 
observationB of life ami oharnctfr, m wril as of political and 
economic science. The diversities of ScHualistic faith have ticen 
wittily exhibited by Bhaw in the opening ncenes of the third 
act of Man and Supertmn. Roughly speaking, there are three 
kinds of Socialista; theoretical, Utopian nml practieal. Lawsalle 
and Marx, Liebknecht and Rebel, CJu^aile and datura, Ilynd- 
man and Kropotkin, Bhelley and ^lorria, (iet»rge and Rellamy, 
Shaw and Webb, carry the atasnp of the cobweb spinner, the 
dreamer, or of the man of affairi. It ia Slsaw’a supreme dis- 
tinction that, beginning a« doctrinaire, he has ettdtHl an practical 
opportunist. He hn« sought to traverm* the clm»in between 
democracy and social-democracy, by the aid of a «<did economic 
structure, rather timn by the rainbow britlge of aentirnentalily 
and tJtopism. No scheme finds favour in hi* eyes which docs 
not irresistibly commend itself to his iatelligimce. He hat 
found the ** true ’* doctrine of Socialism in repudiation of the 
follies of ImposKibOism. 

Shaw has unhesitatingly given eretlit to Henry Cteorge for 
the great impetus he gave to Socialiam in England, and, in 
particular, for the important pari Gctirgc pkyrd in hii own 
career. In speaking of the memorable evening in IHUt, when, 
under the inspiration of George'^s stirring md clmpient words, 
he first began to realize the importance of the eronoinic basis, 
Shaw recently wrote: ^ 

One evening in the early eightlei I fmmd mywdf-—! 
forgot how and cannot imagine why--- in the Memorial 
Hall, Farringdon Street, I^ondon, liatoning to m Amer« 
ican finishing a «pe<‘ch on the I#afld Qiieilton. I knew hi 
was an American, hi*cau»e he pronoutiml * nerea«fily 
a favourite word of hla—with the aeeent on the third sylla- 
ble instead of the first; becauae he wm delitiertttoly and 
intentionally oratorical, which l» not niitomary among «hy 
people like the English ; because he spoke of Lil»rly, Jui- 

* I^etter to Hamlin Oftriand, m of Pw C^mUle#, tto Ptmt-Mi 

Pomr^ dinner, New York, ilth, IW*. Tlw Wter, Jjitid 
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tuH*, 'Frutlu Nutiiml hihI ulhtT utraiigy ylghtmith- 
cviitury nupvratiUtHis ; «iu{ bfCHUst* hi‘ cspliuni’d with great 
shiipliritj ttiid sincerity the views (»f the Crmtor, who had 
gone roinplrtely out t>f funhiun in Lonilun in the prcvioua 
deftttlt' anti hatl imt hr»n luartl of l!u-rr since. I notimi, 
also, that lie wan n horn tjrator, niui that he Imtl small, 
plump, pretty Iwtmla. 

** N*tw at that time | was a yt»ung man n<»t much past 
twenty five, of a very revtiluthumry ami ctmtradictorj 
temperament, full t?f Darwin ami Tymlnll, of Shellej and 
De Quineey, <»f .\Iiehttrl Angeh> iiiul lleet tmvej), ami never 
having in my life stmiietl wtcial tpiestittns from the 
ectmmiiie pt»int of view* eserpt that I had once* in my huy- 
hotMi, read a paiiiphlrt liy Jwlin Stuart .Mill mi the Irish 
IaucI Question. The rr«tilt of my hearing the 8|w*ech, and 
hwying from one «f the stewards of the merting a copy 
of * Progreti and Fiiverty * for sispencp (Ileaven only 
knows where I got that •isjM’ttcp!), wa* that I plunged 
into A ctiitrw of rrmnomir «ludy» and at a very early stage 
of it becami? a Siicittliat ami »|K»kr frtim that very pkt*- 
form on the »iimr great «whjrct, ami from hundreds of 
otbffi m well, «»metimr» atldfr»siiig dt«»tittgui«hi*tl aMcni- 
bliPi in « formal manner* wmirtimr* tlanding on a Imr- 
rowed chair «t m »trret rornrp, or dimply on the kerlwicme. 
And I, t«»* l«tl my tiralorirsl »«rre»»r«; for I can •till 
wcalt with MMiie vanity m wri afternoon | Sunday, of royr»e} 
on Clapham toitiiwm, wlwn I ndlcHwl ituirh a* lixteen 
nidi sixpeiir© ifi my hat after my Irriurr, for the Cwu«». 
And that all the work not nirrr ga*, let tl» feali ami 
pMtphfct* of thr Fahkn S<*rirty attrst! 

** When I WM Ihu* swept into tl» great Socialist revival 
of IKiS, I fotinti that of those who were »wepl 

til with in© had ctnivrrtwl hy Henry (Irorgr. 'rhi«i 
fact would have hee-n far morr wiilely ark»iiwl«igrii Imd it 
not h»ft th*l it wm not fiOMibb fur ut to »tnp whrrt’ 
Htnry Cl«irgc ttcipinsl. ... He •«.* only tlir inon»lrcn»« 
a^urdity of th# private afiproprktion of rent, aim! I» 
Wlkf^d that if ym took tlwl kirtiw off th*? ihhjp twank 

lii 
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back, he couhi help hius?*« lf out uf* rft’ijly hh h {ihnitTr c 
a prt'-i'inpti*(i clear Btjf ttu* intniicij! h»* tuuk nu 
n«hnmn to that point, the I\tigli»humti j-aw nt tinrc tlu 
the rciHcdy wan nt»t no »iinplc h»* tlml, mui that tlu* argi 
incnt carried ua nnich further, even to the point of toti 
inchistrial recount ruction. Thun iJeorj^e nctunlly ft* 
hound to attack the Socinlinm he loo! <Trated; and tl 
moment the nntHgouisiit wan di-ciareti, <uut to he n Henr 
(ieor^eite Jucant to la* nit auti Soi*jul5«it, »«o!iie of the St 
cialintK wliom he ha<l ettnverted hecnioe ii»tfiHiiird t»f thei 
origin and concealed it; whilst otheri, inchnhng mvsell 
had to fight imnl against tlu* Single 'Bux pi ttpagaiidnd* 

However carefully other Kngh»h Soriali»t’t have riuteavourt ‘1 
to minimize or deny outright the numtrnt«»iH influrrirc uf Henr 
George, certainly Shaw hm neither denied nor lw*ltlth*{l thei 
debt, "If we outgrew ‘ Progres»s and Poverty * in many wnyi 
BO did he himself too; and it i» jk'rlmpjt jti»{ m well that h 
did not know ton much when he made hit great ciyiipalgn hen* 
for the complexity of the prohlem wouhl have overwhelmed hiii 
if he had realized it; or, if it had not, it would have rrndcfei 
him unintelligible. Nolwdy lm» ever got nwav, of ever wil 
get away, from the tnith* that were the centre of Ida propa 
ganda: Iuk errors nnyhody can get away from.” Am! ye 
Shaw’s insularity and seiiic of llritith »u|a*riority wHcks on 
in the Ktatement that eertain of the I'lngli^h Si»ci«h«l», inchid 
ing liimseif, regretted that (Jeorge was an Atnrrtcati, and, there 
fore, neceHsarily almut fifty years mit of dale in hi» eronoinir; 
and sociology from the point of view of «« older country! Tlu 
absurdity of suchn contention i» glaringly palciil on rompari’foi 
of Proip'fM and Pmrrtp with the tracts of the Faltiaii Sorirt^ 
during its early fH>riod: (Jeorge was «t lea»t fifty yeiir« ahenr 
of the English Socialists, inalrad of ttir revrr.»r, With that 
grandiose conceit which i« an esMtitial ilrrn of l»i» ttiH'k in 
trade,** Shaw has expreuM’d tii» eagi-rfif*# l« pky the part td 
Henry Grorge to Amerien. Wlwt tirorgr i|«l «»»l Iriirli you, 
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M rmtiaiml pruprrtv rluTtfully m y«u ttiok over the copy- 
rights «>f rt!l my mrly tuHihj*, y«n{ wtnihl find them eKfellmt 
irwlitutionn* tpiile in th«' path <sf prfigrt'HSiivi* evnlutitnu ftficl by 
nti iiimiw tj» Im‘ ditmnrngrtl ur l«*ft tinn-gnlnti'd ax if they were 
n«lKuly‘» ht}»iitu’»s hut thrir imn. It In a great pity ttiat you 
iill take Ameriea for grantril htriUiM* you were tinm in it, I, 
who have never rrosw-tl Hu* A I hint ie, nml have taken luAluijg 
Ametii-aii for grant ni, find I know ten limes nx iiiueh about 
your taniiitry n« ymt thi yoursehrs; and my ambition i« t« 
repay »ny debt t« Ilmry lirorge by eonting over home day and 
trying to dt» for your young men what Henry (h-orge did 
nearly a quarter t»f « eenlury ago for me.** 

While H rnry (Irorgr and hss Prugrrm ami Ptnrrtg were the 
prime motor* in dsrrrting Siww to Ht»eiali«in, it wai Kttrl Marx 
and hw C’npilnl tlial first ?dnmtrd Shaw on the eeomiinir 
taek. In IHMi, the I •ititariaii mifiislrr, Mr. Philip H. Wick- 
iki‘d, rofitribiitrd t» Tt* Ihiy t% rriltri»!ii of Marx from tin* point 
of view of the sriowd of nmllirifittliemn- m»rumii«it» foundial in 
Engi«»id *»ri Ihr Irratiw on Polilirwl Keonoioy pntdi«hed hy the 
late Stiifiley Jrtmt* in Mr, Wirkitetnk whose writingn 

on Dfinte ami Hr»nditwvi»o Jdrrstiirr are well ktiowti, wai a 
remarkaldf linguist, « |H*pii}itr prrm-tirr, and an exrellrnt man. 
To the fart, howrvrf. that lie mm m nwthrtiiatirian i* largely 
fttlrihutahlr Ida drrp intrrr«t in Jrvoiis* throry of value, whieh 
fcifritifimlly ilrinolishwl ll»r theory of Ailant Smith, 

Hiranio anil Hairneii, w-illi ita adaptation to Horialiaitt hy 
Ho«lg«kin ttiici %imr%. "ri* hi* iiinlhriimtirn! tmiidiig, alio, «my 
b* wrrilnii ttw? Iiiridity atol higsrul rlnrity of Ids appliration 
of tin? *ft?%*orditn iii«rh»orry fo .Itlarviaiii tlirory. Ho iihjeel wa« 
the dkdfleiitioti of Mar* hy Hngli*!} H«iri«li»la at that time thut 
Ilyncliiifin, wlmin Shaw Ihoisght »hmdil nnswrr tlir nrtirir, pc»i»li 
pCKihed IViek*lrrd it.# I,«'iiralh Id.a imlirr, fttil the t)mn»Hrirut’»* 

• fit tlw eurff the ittittitWy mngmim wm pMrrHttftr*! hy 

tttrti Hrmry liyilr l*»fry Fww! »?idi J«mra 

Jtymt, Mr. Wlrfc%tr«t'# mrttrir, wtWirift Pm a »p 

ptiml III Tit’Pmpt Kwm liprk**, V«l. if,, |t«p»« Isn+ij ntif4}4»«'r», 

Ute Mwtefti t’fv##., • iirlfitliig It. It. CliiMn- 

j^w mid J, C. Fooler. 

1 MM. 
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this flwt iui|irr.sHion, litH uu?<g}vi«gh f«nmd i*xprfSHi«n 

in II puhliNlnni IfHrr, in \vhi<*!i In* Jfirulnrly pninttMl nut tliiit 
whnt Mnr\ hiui tim! wm* nil rnhhing mrh tdlirr* 

and not nin' t whh rnliltitig nnutluT. A jf)k«s fnimtkd 
an rU'vrr ignnmnrr, nmy h«- « |Hi(ir hfgiimttig fnr « mwer; 
ypt in tldn wiiy Shnw**t rnm-r hh nn rt't>unuH?tt ht'ginu Shaw 
nc‘vrr dnuhtrfi, sn grriii Vknn hi-, Ihnt Hyndinnn nr stnne tither 
Imdrr wmdd »it i»nrr t \pt»sr tin* fnllncy in Iuh h-ttrr, and Imnh 
him anmrthiltg thrnhy. I’ln fnrt that unhtidy did pndmbly 
«t«rli*d Urn i»n»«ivii«g Ihnt h-d htiit In th'Vuti* «n tinu'h ttim* and 
fcluuigld tn l•rnm»sn}rs^. 

It wtt» md withind nmny huwrvrr. Hud Shiiw wiiR 

fventltldly prr«urt«trd t« »rr thr fnltiirir** in ,Mnrx’« renntniUt’M. 
In till* Ilnrnp^tuad lli*tnri** Hnrirty, tluil landiiitl aid {W«mdaticini 
tnd in Iwig privat*- diftru«»ttnisi with Sidnry Wt-hh, Shaw kept 
at the* sulijrrt «f «\I»rui drfs-iidinn him Ity rvrry shift hi* rmdd 
think tif. All till* tiitir* at litdltmu Slww wi4» »itti»fh‘d neither 
with hii nwn |K»itit»n n«»r with Wrhlda, whirli wm that «f John 
Stuart Mill. lie Iwd idway* iiii«tni»lrd mfdhfmwtirid «yttjbol« 
liner the time nf hi» d«iy»» whrn a phiiisihle srhtrolhny 

mecl to prnw tii him hy algrhm that nnr twti -pre* 

iumaW? hy «nr «f thr iiwtliiii%%ih1r divisinndiy •/.rr« priHifs, 
The b«y alwwy* Im'^hu hy attyitsg; “ t.rl t ad* Hlww ww no 
harm in admitting th»t, and tlir pr»M»f fnllnwrd with ttp|Mrently 
rigoroii* rxttrtnrM. ** l*hr rllW-t ««» nt»l to maki* i«r prorml 
lwbitu«lly on tin? «*Msm|slmii that ««r «|iisl» two,” I onre 
hettffi him »«y with « liitigh; ” but to imprMs u|Mm me 

that tberr wii» a *rrrw Mttiwwlirrr in the nlgebrair art, and 

a fhanrf* for mv t« •♦•I it right #«»«ir itay when I h»il time to 
Imik irttfi the iubjrrt.” Anti »»», wlirn lir *ttw Jrtoiw’ iN, ld» 
dlferwitkl# m«d hit inflnitrs^ifisttl#, Shaw at mm* Hitiiight of the 
plausibit Imy, ami wa* flrrtl tn tii«l llwit h«»e *rrew in drviudftu 
Hm lililriilty Iw fVIt wn* that hr nnilil not, 

aOKiftg gel into « «utl1rir«l!y atptrart »tiiinBpltrrr !»» 

arriff at tlie ptirr tlietiry of Ihr tliiiig. It ««■» r*M-nli«l to 
dff©r« tl» frotii tlw -itirkl i|m*»li«n. For^ 

tttttftttly, jtt mliity enotigli. It wm Wirk*lf«l tiinw-lf wlm hel|i*il 
Sbaw to whftt h* wafilt*!. thir of Wirkst«!i.ik fririid#, m prwi“ 

lit 
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pcrouH Htockhroker named Bectnn, h(%m\ invittni^ n eirele of 
friends iutercKted in ecnmnnirs ttj Ium house. I'lie Dnif di.H 
euHsion luid established friendly relafi<»«s lietween Hhaw and 
Wieksteed; and Hhaw secured an entry tt> tin'*, eirefe and “ held 
on to it like grim death*’ until after some y«*nrj« it hhjssojiied 


Journal, and outgrew Beeton’.s drawing room. Mr. Shaw oner 
remarked to me that his great rlifflrultj was to wv through 
Marx’s fallacy in assuming that almtrnet lahtair was ttie tinitjue 
factor by which the celebrated eijuntion of Value was divisible. 
“ I couldn’t, for the life of me,” said Mr. Shaw, “ set* any 
sense in the equation £a b«%‘ He. I actually btmgld an Algebra 


it offered at a second-Iiand book-shop m Ifolborn for one and 
sixpence. For a time I was push'd by « notifm that thr syni-' 
bols referr<‘d t<s thing.s instead of to nutnlwr’i. For inutnnce, 
appeared to me a« absurd as 2 wreiw | S ap|dr»,” 

In a letter to im* Mr, Hhaw once rrlateil the ftdhiwing story 

of his economic education a story wbirb give* the lie to hw 

own strictures on tlniversify education. Ami in eonvrrwtion he 
recently admitted to me that thi» eronomic training corre- 
sponded closely to the highest form of Ibtiversity iiml ruction.^ 
“ During those years Wickstml expounded * final utility * to ttr 


* The Ictttling memhers of thii eluH were lkvt«a, Wiekstwl, PaswelU 
Gmhflm Wnlliis, P. Y. F.dgewarth, Alfred Ktlward {’iimilnphaau 

ChttrlM Wright and Annitsge Htnilh. ‘Hw rhd> airt niwstflily frwn Nt*- 
veiabcr to June- -during tlw year# U«4. to tme larltt«.irr, »hra it r«iue 
to Bn end through thr formwthm of whwt w«s forinally ndlilrd Tk» AVfi- 
nomk (7(u(>, org««iml nwinly «t the Instaarr of Alfrrd M«ri»}wll. It m«y 
be worthy of mention tlmt Wk-ksterd tktiiratrd hl» .iipAahpi ttf Mmmm’ 
to this dub. Slww Joined tlm eUtli t*ee«u*e tw waritwl to tmm »l*»tmrt 
eronomlc*, «nd hr twcHskmally TOntrShutril »«»mrlhlng li» lt»r 
hltasrlf. On Novemtwr 0tb, JHWf, for example, he f«tl « p«|ier before 
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tht* * ' ("Hir I.tnnltm WhriA Hxfhiingr). «r tin* likt% ta 

«n* junl nHrrwiirtls hnvt* liia information 
recluwl to tlrvoiiifUi Hirurv, Aumi!^ univiTsitj^ |)roft*i»c,»r» of 
tfronofiiit’^ itml j»ttirk fo ii» pretty c*oii.Htrtntlyt 

and W. (‘viiininiilmm tiirnitl np tH-cuhinuHlly. Hf omirsts ifu* 
atmcwphrrr w«» hy no tm-niu Shnvisiti i Imt tlmt was ^'xncllj 
wlmt I wantril. 'I lir Sm'iali*! |}|atform and my JournalistiV 
pulpitj* involvrd a *i!ni foo'd provornt i%‘f forcing* of 

peofde to fmvr tin- |»r«ii-lir«l r«»n%«|nrn«v» i»f throrics mid hclicfs, 
and to dma tnonlanl roidriisU what thry profcMinl 

orwhiit tirir liimrirw mvolvni aini thrir lift- mul cnmJurt. 'I'hif! 
made idisrii*«iiin af ahsirart tlirory itnpowsihic. At 

Eptdon’a till' roinlitiona wm* pracln'iilly nnivrriiity 
Therr wmn a Ifiril nmlrratamliiig that tlir ralculws of utilitiw 
«ici the timiry «f rxrlmtigr miiat In- rmii|ilrlrly frimi 

tltf fart tlinl »r Ifvrih »-» Mmrt» 0 > nirdiarvttl raptain put it, hy 
* ri^bitig Itw ** 

In tl» lirati'ii «%-rr MarxN wmiiomir throriri which 

fttlbwrd iliirifig thr tirxl frw yrar^* Hh»w riijoyctl an immense 
adyaiitug*’ »« that nolwnly rise in I hr Horiiihst imivrinrnt had 
gone thr««Mh thi» lli•rs|ihll«•» wliirh m|tdrrd ronsidrrable per*!*' 
¥«r»lirr and tlrr|i •ririsfifir rimVirtiMii. It rfidrth a* HhttW main- 
ttttiii, in hi» tiiitiiiin out Mart ami Hyrsdttian rwitiplrtrly ai 
In Hlw^N firr%piil %'ir» Marx wsa Ipm «n rconmniit 
tl»n it rrtwliiliiiiwry Sorwh*!, |w>litiral i»rfiiififny ai 

ft wif»|mii hi« »il%^rraar*p« : to V|#rx, thr rnmumtc theory 

©f itirardo » ** slirl. It* Iwat thr r«|iit»li»t dog.’* 

To Ilytidfiian, lirniht *»f any part «f tlir Itililr tif thr working 
C?lw»r* ** Hnrnil»t lirrray : thr wlwilr iwim rr«tt|rr*i ilnrlf intti 
tin?’ t|i|p»lir»n whrllirf dr%«t«» w«a « HjH'jalist ur an »«!» Sin'istihd 
No clciulit the inlfisriirr whirli tt»«»%'rd HhttW III tlrv«>|r Idinwlf lo 
t€(iil«t»ii3 •tini*r» »«» i}»« nml %tf hill hr did not ^top 

to iwl «di**t|irf llir strrf €’««}«• fftiiii « HtM'ialjst tmmdry «r 
** The »lrri ««5i slia|»|iilig tti my Iwfid,*'' h«- »nn r 

* A« fair m IWIS SIf. It llirlfwrl |i«% l« 11**1 Jr^ant 

wm tt» IPfff! t»^il nf •.r.w&Ittg I** IIup lli»r»»ry 

of taitt# la iib#s ■swi 

Ms irtlcte, wmti i#i IWJ., 

lit 



any economic prcti'iwwns at. alt; hut it is munrkahlr that tli 
moHt «ucet'KHfu! nttark x» fur uii thr valitr Ihniry »f Karl Mar 
han conic from Mr. Philip M’ickstml^ a well known I’nitaria 
minister, who in an able follower of Jevons in rronmnir*,** Hlnr 
wiiH now the complete ilevouiwn, Iwil thrown thr ^tarxinn thmr 
com|)lelely over, ninl exactly locfittxi the »tr|» Marx luwm 
Bliaw hinwelf readily luhnits tliat eaitir within tmr »te 

of the real Koluthm, Whilst Marx left Hhaw lllll•«||vi^rell it 
to Marxian economies*, he left him proftnutdiy imbued w'it 

• T1i!b SliHW nrhtrvrd wHh great »ne«*ir'%» In hl» jpptlrw, |« Ihrrr j»rt^, « 
]Da$ Kapital, Knglfhlt trmminttun* wWrti la ttw ti*fnrmm 

f The Nathtmt nuw r^tlart, Itkrn ttir »rrfc|y organ of tti 

Nutlonnl Seeulnr Hi«’iety, edttnrs, Ph»Hr« liraiUlsMfh ami Atink Itrwn! 
policy, Athdwn, MnIthtHiflnjsm und Tlirsr «rtlrlr>*, the* 

in number, under the gtaier«{ hruding h’^nl * thm A'apllal 

appeared in Vwl. I., page-* H-4-wi. jfW-lw, tl7, |l». On rrtvMn^ t* rh«iu 
for these artlek* at a rate whirls l*r frit »«rr it»e H»furm» 

could not afford, Htww foittitl that tlir ttrnrtleefit Mr*. IwiI mad 

a contribution from her private punw, whkti ctMr«rt«rbtirttlly hurte 
hack with Indignant fratitmJe. 

ISO 
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MiirKiftn c*(»nv*u’ti(»iiH. In IVInrx, Slmw tlwrentccl one who ** wrote 
of tin* nineft'i'nlh c'litlurj hs if it wi-r** n eltmd imMirig* down the 
wind, <’linnKi»K nfitl failing ns it govn ; whilut Elcttrdo 

tlu* stockhrokfr ainl Ih* t^uliirry tin* iiigh 'Fory, sat roinfortably 
dowti lu'fort' it in tlirir uilift- ami ntmly t’hnirs um if it were the 
(»n*Ht Wall of ( iiinn, snfi* to last ttnfil tin* Day of Judgment 
with an cn’rHf.it>nal eoid of wliitt waHh." Wliih* rrfuKing to deifj 
Mars HH a god» Hlinw lautls hint with what in, for him, tlir rarcBt 
of jiani’gyrios. “ Ih* (Mars) nn-vi-r rondo.^rfndH to raat a 
glanro of nwrlrss longing at the |»n»t : his nry to the prm'nl i« 
alwam * Pii«?i hj : W'o are wiuHng for tlu* fnUtrr.* Nor k the 
future at all ntyaktrrion*!, nnrrrtain, or drendful to him. There 
ii not a wortl of hopr or fmr, iit»r appml to rhancr or pro¥i» 
dence, nor viiitt rrmoristrnrirr with Nature, nor optimiiim, nor 
cnthwiaim, nor fwssimiain, nor oyniri»m, nor any other familiar 
iign of the gtchiinrsa whirh »ty.« mm when they rlimb to 
heighti whirh ronntwnd a view of the past, present ami future 
of hutimn Mwiety. Marx kw|M hi» heiui like a goth He hai 
disoowretl the law of »orial tlevrftjpmrnl, and know« wlmt must 
eomo. The thrwd of tiislifry i« in ht» hand/* 

Tho point to he gra*|»rtl, however* if* eonlainetl in Shaw*i 
admonititm; ** Itfad Jrvmta and the rest for your eronomici, 
and n*ttd Marx for the history «f their working in the pa«t, and 
thf eonditinn* of Ihrir a|iplieattt»n in the prrwnt. And never 
mind the tw*liipliy»ir»/* sIwkI upon the »houlderi of 

gmnts, for Jrtiifw had laid tlir ftHimialicini, and Wirkit«*d it 
wm who fir«t |M»inl«l out to F.nglisli Soekiwt* tht ftaw in 
Mar*’* inaly*!* of wsrr».* Iltil in that rtmwrkiihly iurriiirt 
and lurid itylr for whirh h** m jti^itly faiiifiip. 8 Imw rlidMiralely 
atialjied the ipiiMlionttlilr points in thr Marsiaii «tmrtttrt* and 
rxpkinwl the latent error# involvrd, for thr miiprelumsion, not 
•imply of the hut of tla* mmfid«"th€*»*lrt*rt. It is 

ntilhtr {Miiftihle* nor even ilrsinihlr, hrre t« giw thr steps hy 
whirh Shaw rcmtrwvrrtwl M«r*^ rrferrnrr to ShawN mnneroua 

**nmm ItImM »mmt tm bate f«»«l p*prm»km aimmliittmHmty In P.nglanit 
aad Attftrl*. C*4i«ji«rf' T $0 TMmff *»f tiy W, H. .IrtwA 

titft i ii0t t*y Anlim 

VtoM, Mfl. 

lii 





of abwlract utilitj, ami the Jevoniiin wruptni* «f ** tht* law o 
indifFm'iice ** and ** tlie law of tht* variation «»f utility**’ Hhav 
was enabled to prove with iiiatbeinatiral rigour thnt vahti* doei 


not. represent the specific utility of the artirh** hut its alwtfuc 
utility; and not its total abstract utility, tint it« final alwtrac 


utility—at tbe margin of supply,** in Wirk«trrd’» |ihrtt»e--4.r. 


the utility of the final increment that ia worth producing 


IVanslnted into terms of labour, thi« mcarii thiit the value o 


the ware represents, not the quantity of human lalmur cuibo^hei 
in it, but tbe “ final utility,” in devonian phrnse, of the abslrac 
human labour socially necessary to produce it. A» SImw puti 
it; “ Instead of wares h-eing equal in value Imtiuw equal quanti 
ties of labour have bmi cxpendcfl on them, rtpial f|uaiititie» er 
labour will have lM*cn exjwnded on them hi*cww«e they arc o 


*The quwtien af fhe vulftiUy nf Ibr Umsry la n»jt mm « l{fi 

subject in KuglanU. Me. Hyiuttnuu’s tlrfrarr »f Uw Msfiiliio |M»iU*in ti 
1)0 found In hli Emtumife ttf HtteMhm, It* wbirts tw* Btlrfopts In drinon 
stratc th® “ 'flnftl fuUllly nf flinwj utility,** It i« sill! s wi 

the Continent I compsiT, for esswpir, the works t»f f^rbapi 

tlic mv)Ht eminent of the ** A«»trkn Hrtimil ** of rr*i*io«(ii.|f. 
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cM]uttI VflUu' (or «*«jurtl!v which i« quite another thing. 

That «iip in I tic »uinl v»iH of wnrt^M wticrchj Marx ww ltd to 
believe that he hiui got rid tif the nhstmet utility when he had 
really {»nly got ritl tif the j^perifle utility, wa« the first of hii 
rnistnkefi,’* I’mler eertniii ideal enutlitions, there in a coinci- 
dence hetween “ exchange value *’ and amount of Iidiour eem- 
tiiinetP’ ; hut a» theta* ideal eomlitioufi seldoni, if ever, occur 
in practiee, no wdeiitiflr validity idtaeheM to the Marxian state- 
ment that “ cofiiinodilies in H jd«*h e«(urtl tjiianlities of labour nro 
embodied, or which enu lie pnatiieed in tlie same time, have the 
iame value.** Lastly, Shaw iusistt, that if Marx's theory of 
value were rorreci, it would refute, jtot confirm, Marx’s theory 
of surplus vtdiie.*’ 1 ‘Ih* proprirtsir’s monopoly completely 
upsets th»«* itleal eoiidilious on wjiirh Marx’s theory of valui 
i» It can la* i|rim«t»trafrd by devonian principles that 

Marx’s aaiuiiiplion, that the sulisistenre wage ia the value of 
tilt* labour force, it tuitmable, even on Marxian principles. 
Marx iiitl«Mot »ce that it i» iiiijait^ibir, according to the “law 
of indtfFercnre,^* for tmr part of the sttirk of a comiriodity 
avnilahle at any given time l« have value whilst another part 
Imi none, »inrr no man will give a price f«ir that which he can 
obtiyn for nothing. Jtstorruvrr, wlini he utlrmpts to differentiate 
Ittbmir power from stram p«»wrr, ,\!nrs*« logic breaks clown, Ai 
Shaw »«y*i “ w}i«»|e tliec»ry «f the origin of mirpkig 

value de|K*nd« on llie arruracy of lo« derimnwIrMtion llmt ileam 
power, ninrbirtery, etc., rttimot possibly producT aurpliii value. 
If Mar* were right thru a citpital of ten tlimwand pounds, 
in¥e*l«l In tt buaineM ret|iiirifig nttir Ibmimnd ptnindi for itm- 
ehlnrry and jdant, and *»«r thmisand |wn}nd» for wages (or 
human laiwur power), wotild only neturn tmeudrith of the 
turphw value rrlurrird by »ri npwl rapital of which one iho-usnnd 
pemnd* wtt* in the forin «f plant and nine IhiiuiJittd poumk in 
wag© c'apital. A« a nialtrr of (art, the * »urplys value* from 
both i« found t*» Im «|ual.‘* * 

*Th^m> were Wfwrr Us** iWftl wtame nf t’ufjmiiii 

»pp#*w<t. llm rilJlof Ilf thr flmi *ntu$m, M**. Pf***lrrlfk pririHijieij 

that ttw lW«i viiitttiw, wtwa 11 a|»|ir«rrfl, m'lWrUr thrw nmi nttm 

•ecriitnf rotitr»«lirllt*«». M«rs i|t4r« t« li«vr iw«llf|rit rrftaio »f hi* 

tb»rto la llw ttciffl veiame. 
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Shaw Haw plainly nnmigh ihal tin* throrv nf vahu* tlid not 
nuith'r in tha leant an far m liu' Htuuninfns tif Stn'inlism wnM 
conrenu'd. For, m he nnw expresnod it in « Inttor t<! me, if 


in the Natiorud Reformer, In view of the fart that the nppo 
nenti of Soeiftlkm continually tlnmagrci the rmisr csf the So 


ts 

J 


reKolutely forced the quarrel into publicity «» far m 


troversy on the subject m the raU Mail (iamtle of May* IHH7, 
engaged in by Shaw, Hyndman, and Mr«. Besant, did not down 
the ghost of the value theory t for the cewt r{»vcr*y w«.s ri*«|M*ncd 
in To-Day two years later. An Eemome Elrmiront by (Iralwm 
Wallas, was followed by Marx^t Theory of Volitr, contributed 
by n. M. Hyndman, in which, it seeriw, be merely rppwdett the 
old Marxian demonstration without making any at tempt to meet 
the devonian attack. Whereupon Shaw ** went for** Ifyndman 
in his most aggravating style in an article entitled Rlmffing' iht 
Value 'Theory, which finished the campaign except for a serifi 


July, 1889, was written hy Shaw. Then* were other Ictteri b^i 
Shaw on the same subject, written at different timw, which ap- 
peared in the Daily Chrmkk. William Morri* never made my 
pretence of having followed tht controversy on it* alwtracd 
technical aide; and perbapa the moil atnu*ing feature of thi 
entire campaign was a sort of manif«lo which Iklf«»rl Bax 
induced Morris to sign, in which HynrJnmit, Bax* Avcling anc: 
Morrii declared that all good Hocialiit« were Alttriitei t Shan 
was once denounced in public meeting hy a Marxian Socialkl 
for pooh-poohing Marx tw m idiot, HI* own poailkin, m hi 
himaelf once remarked to me, lay wmewhero bctwfwi thi» anc 
that of worshiDpinfir Marx m a mid. In one of tlw* moit r# 
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niarkdlilr rvrr urittt-ij h^y Hlinw. TOlitlwJ Tim lUrnkm^ <>/ 

Srn'hthm, Shitw «uit why it wnn that m difficult and 

hulit li‘ lln‘{ip\ likt* tit ilfvtins ctHshl lU'vcr l)c lii ttcccpfcalilc 

nH 1% crude rtutl simple Inliuur tliporv like thnt of Marx, which 
w'ciucd ttj iiupij that Health rightly hchut^rt! to the hihourt'f*^ 
1 * rouj the »tHtid|H*iiid td the i\Iar\iao rt'li^ioiiiwt, tiu* sccciiid 
hi‘rc?*v of H hjt li is ctiiif»iHts hi hts recognition of 

the ('liw« War dmirim- io» a ileUmiuo mul n nuicitlnl political 
policy. lo ShaH , tlu* funu of or^fUii^idioji dcdiUH'd from thd 
(‘law War iloctrim* i» alHitys the ii«uh% “All you have to do 
in to form a Horkiitu cIhn* nsMiciation, tlcclnrc nnr on property, 
explain tlw‘ rronomir »itimtiiiii from the platform ami at the 
street corner, and was! uiftil the ettlifr proletiiriat (nuule * class-. 
roiiM-imin * hy ytmr Itteid Irctiiren) joins ymi. This being dona 
»imuItttnrong|y in London, Piiris, Berlin, Minlrul, Hotiia, Vienna, 
etc., etc., nolliinic miiiiifis liijt « siiiiultumHius nmveuient of the 
proIetiiriiin» t»f all count rics, mid the sweeping of capitnliim 
into the »cii licc«ii*c * %‘r arc iiffitiy: they arc few.’* What ran 
he cttMicr or wore «cir«titlr ? *’ But » itinly of the history of 
Socialism led Slmw to the discuvrry that the t*k»» War theory 
had gtme to pirecs t’^-rty time it Iwtl Imm invoked. I4i««lle 
attempted to orgaiiiir tin- tmaghisiry rta»».rtin»rit»u» proletariat, 
only to Im’ di»}|lusiimrd hrforr the end of the firat -yrar by Iht 

* ta ttr ihili M^fl flw f441nte-iag srtlrfe* M»tm #«ii 

Mmipm {4ueMi0m, t»|f rttMw, tlh, !»?. |»«gr 3i irply, May 

ltd!, iwgp III !#«»*• rrjoiailrr «i timm» (iWi beaiitof limittt- 

lr»« a jll«* of tlw rililor), M«y |»®^r ili Itj-atimw'* rvjniri€li*i', M«y 
Wth, |t<ife #1 Mm. ttp*«nl‘« arlirir »*« itsf mmtw «.at»jerr. May Wth, i. 
itt VttJ. XI,, Kew t»*«, a|»|*r«mli dm Hmtmmie flwafcna, 

t»)* tiratwm WnJks, !«*»» fWrf «/ bf Ifyntimaa, 

. nawjr |«ff* HImw*# rr|»ly, fllmgmp ikv fkpmrf, ful 

, Iwwitt* il)wl«na«. \«m, |*afr-» i;ta. t«|p|y rr|»rlnt«| tty f.ilufiriS 

|lrrn«lei« tsi Irltpf la Jmlir* »|S|teisml 

, on |»«p* a *if llw h.%m uf Jwly «!♦. fti» rm«y, ratlttrU th» 

■ illmiums nf d*»pmU 0 m. tpiltr |warif«Hn^ la lit wllUuugti 

. rstisrr t« ttw nrtlliwr)* re^tewref, a|i|»r«rwj it, Its tn^ 

I mi (Virn««|, in it««» im,imiAwf #iiK ««l Mw. i», ik-t»it«rf nun 
I kler it appearwi In EngllA In #'of#r^i#to «/ f4# iVsHwry. nliird 

I t»f Kitwarit r«.rf»)!ttFr, M»nrt««lrf. !*fr», |«|j tl «flrrw«rit* «|i. 

I |ie«ml In Fmtrh l« t/ttmmmmiM ParSl. Atiguai. jww, 

I «lltrd l»y ,4 Ilf nut® llawoii. !!*• «nl Ito PrriM'h 

I ktor wf Mltaw** piny*. 

f 1« 
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“ dannu‘tl wiui{l<“'Kni’HH ” of the r»-a! pruh turint, Owt-n lu'foi 
him liki'wi.si* Imti fnilfd, itftrr Hppnn ntlv (‘(mvrrtlni^ nil 'rrndi 
Unioninm to Iuk Ni*w Me>r»l Worhl, Whm .Mart phumfd ti 
SutUfUtHt Kick* of ‘‘The InteriuititioisI " in the he jihtnve 

luK euntempl for the tnidemnioii Kide* vuth the re«tdt : “(hi ti 
trnde-uidon aidv a gmit stirresH. . . .tin Hje S(»etHli>.t Hui 
futility and disaitrous failure, eulmiiiHting, in JH71, in one t: 
the moifc appalling maKnarres known to history.” .Mnr\ en 
Kcarcely be said to have tried to orgnni/e t!it' eln%h rtniMcncH 
proletariat; hut the nminent hin uneless vitiiperntion uf 'rhier 
brilliant m a munple of literary inveetive, Init U’trk hh for i! 


opinion o 


torjcal itandpoint, hut also an rtamiuatioii into Ihr stMumpHor 
upon which it ti'hIh, have thoroughly ronvinml Simw that Be 
dalista Imve for long heiii making overdrafts u|Km Ihrir Cnpltu 
Shaw has nevt*r «tnight to uliirk the real point «l i»»tir by ll 
quibble of «ub«tituting tlie sort of eallr 
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ran«t*H)U?4tu*Rs tif lht> (irrmnn fonmilii. In Sbiur'K interpretation, 
Ilynclnmn ruui the .Marxist?* nm* the term “ ('Ihsh War ’’ to denote 
a war Indween all the proletarmns on (me «ide and all the prop- 
ert>'-!n>lder« tm llie ntlier in SelmefHe’s phraHe a deflniti* 
(‘unfn»ntati(»n of rlns«e» ’* which will he produm! when the 
workers heroine ctniwrious that their economic intcrcutti are op- 
posed lo those of the property holders. Shaw’s ptwitkm w €f- 
fcctivcl^v HtifUiniHl up in his« words; 

The people understand their own alTairw much hcHer 
than Marx did, and the simple si ratification of Hoclety into 
two chiRftcs . . . has hh little relation to actual iocial 

farti as .Marx’* value theory has to actual market prlceii. 
If the crude Jifarxiim mrltalrHiim of ‘The (‘law War; or, 
tt«f Virtiunw Worker and the Undid Capitidwt,’ were wn 
approximately true to life, the whole capitalist atructiw; 
would have tuirihled to pirees long ago, as the ‘ Kcientific 
Sorialwts* were always ex|»eeting it to do, instead of con- 
solidating ilwlf on a scale which has idready made Man 
and KngeU »» otwolrle n» the C#rarrl» had Iwrome in the 
time of Auguatua, By llirtiwing up fabulous iuhbscs of 
* surplus Yttliie,* and doubling ami trehlifig the incomw of 
the welMo'do middir e)a«»eK, who all imitate the imperial 
luxury and extravagnure of the millionairr*, (‘apitnliiim has 
crmlrd, ii» it formerly did in Borne, iin irresialible 
|ir«letarittn iMMlyguard of labmirrra wl»»r immediate inter- 
f«t* are Iwuiifl up willi tlio»r of the rapit«Ii*t«, and who 
are, like their liftman jir«ttity|«*s, more rapacious, more 
rancorcfua in their Friiiirose parti*»n*hip, aiu! more hard- 
ened against all the larger stirial rmwideriitiuip, than their 
mastem, dimply t»rrau«r they are wore iM^*dy,, ignorant 
and irri‘ip»»ft*itde. 'rmirli tfir snrowe at the rich, and the 
Conicrvative predetwrian® art* llw firit to iiiATer.** * 

In Shftw*» opinion, tli« »t»ritt| struggle diwi not follow elntin 
iinti III all, IwTiutM? the |*«i}4r who rraliy bate the ra|J»talisit 

* The €fkm$t Went. In ttw ftriU^inter Wth, JWi. 
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**Tlw Mcristnn ln» tmiil lui word tu InUicntr « dowbti 
But Imt* put Ids thmnh unto lib lumt*, ntul br Mprwl hli ftng^ri out,** 

nrj* two fmdiirfi whifi) tnllilrtic* agninst the 

pragws of Sorinlintsi; ttu* r»-»olut«- tullu'rfncc of Socialiito to 
those* tht*otu‘s Hiitl |jolu‘tfs {>f I^Karn wliu’h tmu'i, (*x|H*rii*nct*i and 
inodrriJ t'e’onojiilr uriont-i* have* com!>iru*cl to tliKcmlit ; fmd the 
tetide'iioy of tlu" liuiul to eoufust* Stu’iaHsin with 

Anarchism.* HhnwN rm»»t import ant negative and dcHtructive 
achievements consist in t}m»c aiiuiziui^lj clever and intcrenting 
papcri* in wtiieh he attempts in esposc .Marx’s theory of value 
m mi explodeil fallrtcy, to pIiow that the (‘lass War* will never 
come, and t«i demunstnite the imp«ii*ihiiitie» of Anarchism. In 
the hchnkdi wnse of Socialist ccuimmics, Shaw occupies the 
opposite ptde to Indivitl»«li»i« ami Anarchism. And ;yel in a 
verj definite and grnrrMi sense, Shaw m a thorough-pace<i indi” 
vidualiit and anarchist. If imiiviihmlist means a believer in the 
Slmk«{»cftn‘an injunction ** To thine own self he true!*’, in the 
Ibtenic* doctrine ** Live thine own life!’*, then Shaw is an indi- 
vidualist heart ami stnd. If anarchist meiin« an cneinj of con- 
Viiilion, of tradition, t»f current modes of adminittering justice, 
of pR’Vttiltng moral •tamlards, then Shaw in the moat revoUi- 
tionarj anarchi*! now at large, If. «» the other hand, Individ- 
ualiit mrarw one who dt»lrn»t« Htnte action and i» jealoui of 
the prerogative of the inilividiial, pr«jm»ing to rwtrict the one 
and to citeiid the other »* far m m lititiwiily fioMthlc, then 8h«w 
» inoit certainly not an liMlivithwlkt. If Anarchiit meani 
dynamilarfh inmidiari-, a.*»it»«in, thirf i champion of the ofwo- 
Ittl# liberty of the inditiilinil ami the removal of alt govern- 
ra«ntftl rrntraint ^ or evrii » twllever, as (’omi«iint*t, in a 

* In l* ilisw wrote two wry eirver m far »wn t«> have 

«e»p*d ittffithm, alttemgh the It mt tWn im to bt iwftlirddr. 'tltrs# 

tw© artirb* are, Mf Fri##*# mmkmmdrn, iU 

SmkMrt, hy Bwlttam W»A nedr ilw m#grMt»---‘(Tehi^stp, rdlirtl hy Itul»rrt 
Bland, Anp*#!, !•!«), ami *»« Mimmlf-” A hy 

InbftpItrrB Marat teWH). 'nnt»!5>c wry 

|»|»©«, twth written t»f ihaw, tl I# to my, oucOUtdr m 

mimtim of tb» Mttpr»rt.teil mud f»t«dnt Innary j Fltt- 

ttwndtr li wiitefitly m fwwfwwllr plrlor#, miA* frew i iiuwlwf of 
Sodallit 

im 


prenminiH jUHtl 
priation, Indivi 
tion of Socinlii 
to its logical 
Tlic Corainuniif 
because of his 
present state « 
were comnmnix 
come bankrupt 

to its support ns much labour as tlie bread he eoiisimiiHl cosi 
to produce. Were the consumer to reftise thtw to ciintrilsute 


then the Anarchist ideal remains urndtatnetl. If moral force 
wliat will be the event? The answer reveals Hhaw a« a cjudlrmed 
sceptic In regard to the value of public opinion a** a moral 
airent. “ It is uscleKsd’ he avers^ to think of man a* a fallen 


hours’ liappinesK^ he is taking the surest way to saeriflee hi 



‘‘ ItH t>|»«*rah<»n js fiir nil prnrtu’nl purposes (piite arbi- 
trary^ luul in H.H nfh'U iiuiuDrul HH luornl. It li jmt as 
hostile to till' reforuiii* nn to the eriiniiml. It bangs Anar- 
ehisis niul wurshtpn Nitrate Kingn, It insistR on a man 
wearing a (nil hat niul going to elutreh, on bin marrying 
the wonmn he lives with, luul on hi» pretending to believe 
whatever the rest pretend to believe. . . . But there is 
no Hineerr publie opinion that n man Mhould work for Ins 
(lidlv lireiitl if be enn get it for nothing. Indeed, it is just 
the other way; publie opinion lins been edueated to regard 
the perfonnanee of <lnilv tnnimal Inlumr as the lot of the 
despised rlasMes. '"rite eominon nspiration in to aeciuire 


fesBimui rank below the ttulrpeiideni gentry, ««»etdled he- 
tmu»e they are independent of their own hibmtr. These 


wmthl Ih* a moekrry to t!r’»eritH’ m genuine franknesi and 
freediiin. *rhe titonirnf you ri»e intii the liigher iitinosphere 
of tt pound a week, you tind that envy, iwtrntalitm, tiHliouM 
and irpinen-re rerrnionVt love of pelty fitle*, preeiitenre anil 
dignities, »«d all the drtrslablr fruits lif meijUttlity of eon- 
dition, flouri«b a* runkly ninoiig those who h»e m among 
thiwe who gaifi by it. In furt, the notion that |K»verty 
favours virtue w«* elrarly iiivniteii to persuade the poor 
that what they h»«t in this world tlwy would gain in the 
next.** * 


When Hhaw «ttrnd«l the Iiilrmationtil Soei»li»t C'ongresnea 
in Zurit’h anti in LondiUi, hr reported them in the Slur a* un- 

* FaW«« Twrl, No. iis TA# ! mfm»*UUhti0» «/ JmrfAifm, « jmjwr l»y 
Shaw, writtrii to taw, rr«»} l»i ll*r F«I4«« H«»riely uii CSNcnttwrr tfuli, iattl, 
m 4 pubhArii by the t*'«ibta« Itorirly, July, IW. 
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sparingly as lie wtnihl havi' niuirtt-d u Hitting nf Pfirlmiiu'; 
TIh* Sociulists* ainuml nntl iiulignnut at tlu'ir fir»t taiitf nf r 
eriticisnu concludi’d that Shaw wan gtnng nvtT to tin* etu’n 
This Fabian policy of un»pnri«g criticism, iiimigiirntcd n 
carried out rutldessly by Shaw, ended in freeing the Fabians, 
great mt'ttHurc, from the illusions of Sociidism, and in imparti 
to their Society ita rigidly couHtitutioiml character, An incidc 
which Mr. Shaw once described in a letter to me, given one ««: 
insight into the causes of his reaction against the (Jcrin 
Socialists’ policy of playing to the gallerie» by spouting rte 
lutionary rant and hinting catastrophically of impendi 
revolutions. 

** At the 55urich Congress I first lM‘catne atnjuainteci w 
the loaders of the moveimmt on the Continent. Ch 
among them was the (Jerman leader Idfhknerht, a *4H v 
eran who, having Iwcorne completely parlifunrntariiecl, «l 
thought it necessary to du|R* his younger followers wi 
the rlictoric of the barricade. After « division in whi 
an attempt to secure unanimity by tlm priuiitive meth 
of presenting the resolution Imforr the Congress to 1 
delegate of the different nations in their various !angtia|i 
in several versions ttdapti*d to their views, so that whi 
they believed they were all saying * Yes * to the sas 
proposition, the wording was really very different in t 
different translations, and sorurtimr* highly roiitradictoi 
it turned out that the stupidity of the Kngibh sertion h 
baffltHi the cleverness of the (Irrman -Swiss htirmu, becai 
the English voted * No * when they meant * Yrs,’ iind upi 
the apple-cart. Happening to be close to Idebkiiecbt 
the platform at the hmcheofi adjouminmt, I *»id a f 
words to him in explanation of the appamitly ipn^eli 
action of the English. He looketl wearily round at n 
saw a comparatively young Hwd«li«t whom he did r 


I hiriu'ti uwHV w»(»n autf hm »In)rtly ns I rtnild without 
bring nnir; uud frttm thwt Him* 1 diKcouutrd thr (trrrimit 
lrn<lrr» n« bring ft>rty yrnrn otit of dntr, ntul totnlly uegli- 
gitilr rxrrjit nn v»ry tirdiimry rriitihlirnit Hndicnk with n 
Sorinlint fornudn wltirlj wnn winiply n ctjuvniirnt rxciwe for 
doing iitdhing nrw. 

** Wbrn thr (b-rninn Inulrrs visitrd Lotultm in the 
eightirt thrv trmtrd th»' Fnliinn Horirty m n foolwh joke, 
Lntrr on thrv found tin-ir rrror; nud Lirttknrrbt was rnler- 
tninrii nt n grnd Fnbifin nirrting; hut tit tliiw day the 
(lennnn Hjirinli^it |»rr»» dm*» not t!nrr to puhlinli the very 
nrtirlr* it nska no* to write* lH-ent}»r ttf rny ruthlew eritieism 
of Ilebeh Hingrr, «nd the old traditirm of the * ohi gnng ’ 
grneridly. My here»y ii» to Mnrit i», c»f einirw, Another 
horror to t!ie Clrrtiwns who gtd their idea* of political 
eronotny in the |»eriodd’ 

After IW7B» let ua the tdd prensure and tii«e«iilent of 

the eighteen d hi rliet dr^rendrd «|«i|} Kngliind with renewed 
loree, In IWHI, ’* «» if (*h«rti»m «nd Frrgu« i)*('onnor had 
risen from the dradd' tlir FMlrnition* with 11. M, 

Hynditwn «t it« brad, iiiHUgiimlrd the revival «f Htietnlist or- 
ganiwititin in F#ngl«ntl. I.ikr tho»e other Imters of the eApitftlwt 
•jilein ■ tiu’ rnpitnliM* liiiftkin* Morris* Tolstoy* Mwrx and 
Lawalle llyndnwii ** h««l had hi» turn wl the twH hat and was 
tired of it.” Htiortly after the fornmtion of the Itemorratie 
Ffderatitm* the F«hi«ti Horirty* « revolting «>rrt from the Fel 
hiwihip of the New Life, fciitniied hy Professor Tliomns David 
»on, mnw into twiiig. liyndiiiiin mnl hi» M»r*i»ti, Kroindkin 
and hii Anarrhwta, ifkt not rrnliie, with Hl»W| that the pro 
ftlarlftt, in^trftd of \mng tlit revoliiliorwry* i* in mdity the 
Cfiiwervative rlefiirnt of wirlrly. l*hry rrfuaed to weeejd tlua 
iitiiation, not rettU^ing that tlmy wm* rfinfrimtrd l»y a eornh 
tion, ncil ft theory, **T|ii'y j»er»i*trd in helieving tied She 
proletarkl wa* an irrwtstiWe of Felix Pyat* mnl (hiidn».‘* 
On the ptiint of joining tlw iJntitirfttir Federation, Shnw de- 
cided to join tlm FatiiMn Hcjnekty instraih lie th«t neerpt the 
•Ituntbn, liflfitd, |«;‘rh«p#, m oner #mid, hy hi» inherited 

lt» 
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instinct for anti-climnx. “ I threw Iljiuliimn tjver, find got i 
work with Sidney Wchh «nti the re<*i tt> phire Safifdi.mu on 
respectnldc hourgtah footing; lu*iuv FidsinniHin. Burns did l! 
same thing in Bnltt*r«CR hy orgniiizitig tin- working rinsses tho 
on a genuine self -respecting working elnsn hnniH, instond of o 
the old romantic middle-class ns^^umptions. ilynihonn waHte 
years in vain denunciation of the Fnhinn Soeirt y imd of Bunn 
and though facts became too strong for him nt hiHt» In* is nli 
at heart the revolted hourgeotsd* Prior to the year IHHCh thei 
had been no formal crystallization of the Fabian Soeii ty into 
strictly economic asHociation* avoweilly opporttinint in Its pt 
Htical policy; after September 17th of that year the thin edg 
of the wedge went in. I'he Manifesto of the h'nbijin Barlti 
mentary League contains the nucleus of the Fabian poHcy a 
to-day.*^ The Fabian Bociety was a dead letter until Shai? 
Wcbbi Olivier and Wallas joinetl it ; from that moment, it la 
came a force to be recktmed with in English life. Almost froi 
the very first, as Mr. Sidney Webb oner wrote me, the Societ 
took the colour of Shaw's monlantly rritiral IvmiwrmnrnK art 
bore the stamp of his personality, I'he promise of the Falnar 
lay in their open-mindedness, their diligencs' in the study c 
advanced oconomicR, and their resolute refusal of atlherence t 
any formula, however dear to SoeuiUst eiitliusitt^ts, which di 
not commend itself unreserveilly to their tritelligmer. By 18BI 
it had only forty memla^rs; and in IHHd. it mm »til! tmalile t 
bring its roll of members to a hundred nam«. Iii IIKM), i 
boasted a meinhersliip of eight htmilred, and at present abtni 
twenty-six hurnlred names are found u|a*n its rolls. f It i 
neither possible nor atlvlsable for me to rrcfird tla* history o 
the Fabian Society that may he found in the numrrotw pul 
licationi of the Soeicty. But I cannot refrain from utatiiig th« 
tlie membership increased liy forty-three per cent, in the ye« 
1906-7, that this was a year of unpremlentitl activity ; an 


* Compare the femner ettapterj wwnpirle ilrtatl# aw to tw» fmnnd I 
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that tlu* StH’U‘Iy has r<*('riit!y la-fti gmitly titrengtlu'ned by the 
tif ninny vvfll kimun mint lit Kaglinh puhlin life. Then? 
were then ti^ht I’'nliinn?< in the I.nuihm (‘nunty Cnuneil; and in 
Farlhuiient, Lnhimr nnd Sueinlistti imve In the Iiwt five yearn 
been better represent ed» I believe, tlmii ever befnre in the hi«tory 
of that body. I have rerently talked at length with many of tlm 
ahlent SneinlistM in ICngInnd. 'I'he remarkable growth of the 
Fabian Soelety and the Sueialis! reprehentatiun iti Kitglinh lit- 
erature, I was told again nnd again* \h not dne to any Hudden 
and tint rn»t worthy inlintion of Soeialint valncH, but \h largely 
due to the faei that Hernard Sbnw, Sidney Webb, Hubert Bland, 
ami their rolerie have been planting the m-eds for twenty yeara. 
Hueh idea?* as are embodied in .Mr, Idoyd (ieorge’fi budget and 
the Old Age Pension Bill are unmistakable markK of that gradual 
Boeialwl leavening of I‘bigli»b politienl thought upon whieli the 
Fabians have been engaged ever sinee IHH'K “The reeent 
steady iidJu% into the Fabian Soeiety,*’ Mr, Bland said to me 
energelieally, “ i» a rlenr proof to my mind that tin* ideaa whieh 
have la'en lurking in the air for a long, long time are at k«t 
taking iletlnite shape uinmltiineously in the mind» of a great 
many people, Sueb men as Bernard Shaw have brought this 
thing to piiii^." ^ 

During the year« from 1HH7 to IHHil, the yeara we an* espe- 
eially eoitrerned with at prr»*rnt, emnpemmtion for It« paueity 
of numbers was fmmd »*»t only in the inirlleetual eapaeity, but 
al»o in the eennomir implied ivmrHs ttnd nn|ui«{tive«es» of the 


* Worthy of rreortl la fsayireU.iit wlUi tlw new jMiflry of tlw Fntiian 
Swirty, ttlltwHigti ilnenaslua is •nUsSsIr ll»r of ttif» work* l» ttir tuovr 

itmiipirstrif Pi- Mr- li»41«r»»*li iuhI Mr, }l, afU-r 

waftk Joint rdllors of Utr S.*s'lrtU--st or^ini, Th» X^tp Jtir-. in tUr 

fouiltt«illnn of Uir l.rrUst Art M»t» In ***n»r oitjeel of ttir* i.rrtl*« :\rt 

Clwt»,“ ttwlr rrial, '* l-s to affirm iHr aiutsml ilrj»eiulenrr of art watt 

Idwwi,** This niovrtiwat, «o|»|»orir4 hy » gniaji «f «t4r tminrrfs, provnl 
PH} »wee»«f»}| «a«l m» s*tljassl«itln|f n» r%ratut»lr la {hr fnnanlhm of thr 

Fahltttt Art tlroun f|lrri»«r*l Stem |*rrsihUn^ iivrr Ur Initisl JurrUitKl, Ur 
dertflwl of whirli la ” l«« Ur frlnlioa of Art soul l*hlh>>.i,j4»)- 

tti HnelnUwu." Aillalrishlr |««o»|'tl4rtft «nil Unrlnirrs h«ir- Imi jathtlslM-il 
lifuirr tia a!i®|4rr»i awl It* lorrllisifs, aisil Ihr I'fttihia S<iioiin-r ,H«4jm4 In 
Wwtw, have t»rra hy of iHr hrltlSnul «nit itilvaiieeti 

thinker* in Bngl«iiil- 



scouted as a bkspheinj againsit Marx* . . . As to his' 
torj, we had a convenient stock of iin|K»sing grormliw^ 
tions about the evolution from slavery to »rrf«loiii aric 
from serfdom to free wage labour. We drew our pietua’i 
of society with one broad line dividing the btmrf^mhu 
from the proletariat, and declared that lltrrr were ordj 
two classes really in the country. We gave Ughtriini 
sketches of the development of the jnwlwviil rraftstnar 
into the manufacturer and finally into thr factory hand 
We denounced Malthunianism eptite a* crudely ai tin 
Maltinwians advocated it, which }« »aying « great deal 
and we ragetl against emigration, iwtioiml iowuranre, ca- 
operation, trade-unionkm, olci*ftt.shion«l llaiiirttli*in, ant 
everything else that was not Hocialiim; and that, loo 
without knowing at all dearly what we iiwaril by Bodat 
ism. The misehief was, not that our genera I iMtiiiiw wer< 
unsound, but that we had no detailed knowledge of tin 
content of them: we had Imrrowetl Itwm ready -made su 
articki of faith; and when opponrnti like Charlw Btati 
laugh asked u« for dedaijs we inef*f«l at. the clffnand witlr 
out being in the least able to cont|ily with it. The rca 
reason why .Anarchkt and Bocimlwt wnrktd Uitn ihouldti 




|«»rnwl iwiiijjlilftii n# thrir |irr«lrrr»i«r» Nmmm 

B«*niiir its thr tl«f« «f tisr 'IVn Ifc»ur»* llillt IserAute they 
kn«w tfwl wr ftiuniltl hr wilj tw» gluil tit advertiw aiir 
Flight Hill hy Anttming mit uny *iirh rhampicsn. 

Frtim muT !« IKHI) »r wrrr Ihr rrwigfti^jfl huiJiti and 
»Wtt.ihhisrhlrr» t»f iirlv«sirrtl * 


»t witlimit httV'r I hr Fnhiana l»rrn ridlrd the 

w Htirialisit r%*8.iigrl its Kfigkitd, The ** waiting” nf the 
nn mtdtti la •ynisfiysnttiss, n«»l with irsarlittii, tti.it with im- 
energy. t Tlir Fahsimii r.«rhrwwl and rwre- 

i» «if etery hind in fm-tmr nf fmhlip s|»ahi«g and fnihlir 
Mi'ttttfi; liirtr |i«hry tw* alway* licrti nne of rdnratStm nnd 
iratiun, In thr ymv rniliiig April, IHHH, tn t.ihe n ^ingh- 
tple, thr istliiitirr wf lrrtitrr» ilriitrrrd hy titeniWrs nf thr 
an Biirsrly alwnr w«.» tiiiwanl* rif *rwfi litindwl. In mhli 

sMia Twrt Mm. II. |»«ir* fl.'lii 1^. 

F»l49M l»t Mff Frank i*«lfwtrr» rttiwi '''' l*««r stir 

awtarwl ttw*! »«ii, e» F«l»s»i6 *li»l wt«*« wsiffing 

si llaattiW, llwttih hi« *lrl«y*i hut *l »«5 tlw tin**’ 

I yim fttwl *lrifce Iwifrf., m fiMm. lilii m fmf w.«ilil«g will Iw Srt *Min 

tmitym,’* 

til 



from the illuHiooH mid i»nJnmi«l of lii** nmm 

of SociiiliHlM. It IK 11 Koririj of trrfvrmirr rtinl 
icoiiocljiKm, bowing to tin* fotisliinm nrtfbrr of Ctrori^r ntir of 
MfU'x. ToM’firdH Marx and l*itKRalb*, «omr of wlto»i* vifw« uiUHt 
now bo (liHc’firdod hr orromnnw or obM»lt*ti% tin* b’lildwri Hooioly 
inHiHfcH on tim nccTHKitj of maintaining aa. rrilirml mt ttltiltulr 
as eminemt Socialiil« tbf«wt‘!vr» itsiyiit«inr<l tottnrdH thrir 
predet’C'HNorK St. Simon and Owt-n. In origin lumrrtiintiV 


J T . . j • ..Ill » • • • I • < . . • * i « 



called the rt'nliKtK of the Socialist tnovcmriil. 'riify Imvr ruth" 
Icisly iiiatcbt’d the lunnks from the facn*!i of tin* lltopian 


♦This hook lm« now f*t>ne into Its srvrniHh tlttwtwnib «ntl l«» Iwen re» 
published In Iwth (Innimny sful Amrrir#t. It te rr^srdrd tswlay m ttw 
standard text la Kng'U^h for Hwlwlkt Iwlurers *M>d pfcupagaadfeiti. 
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(Ircanu'W anfl romtincHTu.* Wlnh' I hr rank nnd dlt‘ of the 
“ S. 1). F.” have tx^m the very getitl fririuls of the Fabianw, 
the radical dllTerenctw i» their re}*pertive poheieN have preduded 
all posiibility of amalgaioation. Ah Htierinrtly stated by Shaw; 
“ The Fabian Society is a society for helping to bring about 
tho socialisation of the inihistrinl reHtmrceH of the country, 
The Sodal-Dcmoeratic Federation is a society for tnilisting the 
whole proletariat of the c<mntry in its own ratiks and itself 
socialising the national industry.** 'flu* policy of the one is 
fundamentally opportunist; of the other» implacably Hcclarian. 
The Federation counts no man a Socialist until he !ta« joined it, 
and supports no man who t» not a memher; the Fahiaiw lulvise 
concentration of strength to elect that candklate, he be Socialist 
or notj who gives the greatest promise of advancing, in greater 
or less degree, the general cause of Socialism. The Feckralion 
persistently claims to be the only genuine representative of 
working-class inlerestj in Knglarid; the Fahiana have never 
advanced the imalkst pretensions in that direction. Its policy 
finds ample justification m the recent hi»tory of (’ontinental 
Socialism. The tactic* of the (*ernmn Socialist Party, in the 
last few years, have been ** Fabianiml by sheer force of cir- 
cumstances; to-dny, thw party is, in great measure, both oppor- 
tunist and constitulional, the two esmitial featurea of Fabian 
policy. Sharpened in wit by rigoroui peraecution, Liebknecht 
and his successor Bebel have learned the art of politics through 
exi^erience ami exigency. In contem|Kirary France ia witne«»«i 
the signal triumph of Fabian Hocialiwit. The policy of Jaurk, 
althougli under the frown of the ** Internationah** will l>e con- 
tinued in France; and Gu^de, de«pite hw l»rren victory at 
the Inleniaiimml Soetalisi Congrwi at Anwterdam In 1004* will 
remain only tw chmmntu in dmrto. The hiatory of the 
Fabian Society, winch is the history of Shaw, in the la»t twenty 
years, bcarw evidence that the Fahians have atoocl in the very 
forefront of the liattle for colWtiviat im*Murei, municipal 

V Compare Pabfan Trnet fsfm 70t fUpaH m Fabiam Patient the bomb- 
shell thrown hy the Fabian Hfjrirly Into thr Intrrmilooal Work- 

ers’ aad Trade Union Conffc^s, JHP-K. 
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reforiui, tnvir virttu' and Muriul prugri'Hii. A« Blmw wrol*? in 

1900 : 

** In IHHfl wi* rtgri*r(i tn give up the delightful ense of 
rt‘VciUitionrtfy herrnt's mul tnke t«> the luml work of prnotical 
reftjrm ou ordinnrv fsnrHrum-utHry llne». In 1HH9 we pub- 
Iwhed * Ffibinii Iviniivs ’ witlunit a wortl in them about the 
value theory of Mar's, In 1B9B we made the firi^t real 
ttttaek made by Soeialistst ou LilH-ruliHjn, t«i whieh oeeaHion 
the SorittI Deuun ratie Federation promptly joim*«l in the 
Lilmral outery against us. In IHUO we ntllrined that the 
objert of Hoemli«i» was not to destroy private enterprise, 
hut only tti make the livrlihoiMl uf the ptHjple indepeiuient 
of it by »tKnwli*it>g the common itidu»tr}e» of life, and 
driving privats* enterprise into its pri>|K‘r sphere of art, 
invention and new tlepartiirrfi. I’ht* year w‘e have led the 
way in getting rid of the tradiliona! association of our 
movement with that romantic iiatiomdisin wdiieh is to the 
Foie and the Irishman wlml dingtiisju is to the English- 
man. ... In short, the whole history of Sodaliim dur- 
ing the pa«t fifteen yrftf* in F.nglaml, Frann*, (termany, 
Belgium, Austria and America, has Iwen it« ilisentangle- 
ment from the Lilwral tf»dd8«m stam|M'd »n Marx, Engels 
and Liehknrrht in IKkH, and it» etnrrgrnre in a character^ 
istic and original form of it* own, tmMiifled hy national 
rliararirr, and* iti F.nglaiid, crtlliiig itself Fahianiitn when 
it ii #rlf rortsriou* rismigh to rail it#rlf anything «t mild’ * 

Strangely rnmigh, in view of «ll Ihe fart*, it is customary 
to regard Sh«w a» n purrly dr»f riicli%** and nrgittive spirit. 
The truth i»» find Hlmw' nlaud* l*»r certain definite helief'-n 
certAin undiHthtnl nfincijdr!,. Iti* i* the Iwlief «if the on • 
hfllever, the uriitciplr of the tiiipriiiri|j|rd, the ffdth of the 
icvplif*. 

Not lew mifmrtant ttwn hi» th**triictive achtevemrot* 1ms 
l»tn hi« riinstriirtivr work in prarlicwl affair* a« Vefttryuifui amt 

m4 l« it»e Kto'roiWr t^th, 

IMO, 
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Borough CoiHunllor. Prior io 1895, ruughij HjM'aklng, tlu? 
vestrit’B were ignonujtlj Inmnlrtl of hh thr truost proiluctH «f 
a ropiTHrntativo (Iwnucrntic gtniriuiu'ut. “Hu* truth of ilje 
matter,” Mr. Shaw ontn* remarkai to uu*. ’* U that the vchtry, 
as it was actuallj elcoleti iu ilmse tinv^ n frw jn-nple gs'lting 
togothor when nobody knew of it nml at ^tmu- ptiuH* (jf wliirii 
the public was not notitlfd, and electing thnn'.rlvrH nirmluTs-' - 
could scarcely be called a rcprcHcntalivi' dmuu-ratii* body. We 
Socialists finally began to rcali*/.c that the way to grt at the 
vestry was to put a pn^gramna* inttj tlicir humU, Sii wc wnt 
them all a pamphitd, rc(|ucsting replica a pamphlet eutilled, 
‘ Questions for VcHtryincnf or soinetlnng of the sort, 'fbe ves- 
trymen were thus forced to the wall and driven tti decide uptm 
issues. They actually began In make up their minds on many 
subjects of which hitherto they had had no concept ton. Slowly 
the vestries, under this discipline, began to take tin a truly repre- 
sentative character. The permnnd of the vestry was now per- 
manently altered for the better. Men were rli'cted who not only 
took an interest in municipal affair*, but likewise were willing 
to do any amount of hard work. I was ‘ co upted * hr., 
olioHcn by the cominitlcc, by agrcciiimt with the opposite 
party, obviously beaten if a vote were taken. Ho ttmt I 
was fortunate enough to escape the terror^ of a popular 
election,” 

It is (juite heyonti the scope of tlii^ hook to enter into the 
dcinil.s of Shaw'’M work n« Ve»tryniitn, afterward* Borough (Coun- 
cillor. Suffice it to say, that he was rhown ist 1897, eiitertnl 
at once upon the performance of lii» duties, «ml prtwrcidc«l 
tliem for several terms with great xwil and lirelcM etirrgy. Ilia 
variouM letters to the Press during that periiHl, iirtd «rra»ional 
rcminisccnccH, show that he wa» atway« outsiaikrn mid vela*- 
ment in helialf of all rcf<jriij« wldcli teiidnl to Itir tadlennrnt of 
the poorer claHNc.M, e{|ualj/jiti«m of public privilegen of mrn and 
women, better sanitary conditions, nml the m«n«npali/.«lion of 
such industricH as pruinist* to give tin* |M*ople #*t large ladder 
service and greater vnhie for their moitry than privately 
operated concerns. 'Die in««t tangililc re«iilt of hk work as 
Vestryman and Borough (.‘ounctllor is hi» Ixmk, 

IH£ 
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Tmdhtfr, wliirh hv tnu r jm- Ih- ri^nnlfrl m aru‘ af fhc* bwi 
arul uicwt iiHi'ful thing** tsr luul rvfi* <{nfn\^ 

At tin* rX|>irn!»i»n »>f hi« rnnrr Ittjnnigh (AnmeillDri ht' 
sloml i»« I hr rntulifintr fur shr llurungh nf St, Panomu in tin* 
Lnnfinn ('tatut v t niun il tlu* »»rnt nftrrwurtlN tu'tnipiwl hy thw 
well-kiitm-n artur, Mr. Ch-urgr A!r\itmlrr. “ I wns hfutru,’’ Mr. 
Slviw rrrruHy t«»hl mr, “ fK r«uif.r I nlii-imtrd tlu* Nttnrt>nforini«t 
dfinriit hy favnui ing thr j!«}Huvrmfut tif thr ('hurrh Mchuols. 

I wm rimvinrrtt that ran h ii!i|»ri>vrn}i‘iit vvnuhl Irntl In the* Im?!- 
tmiH'Ui nf thr rdnrnliuii i»f thr rhihlrrn. Thr Nmirimformwis 
Wfrt* rnragnl Iw-ynmi !ma?»nr» hy thr |tro|u>j.uh ItJnkiiig with the 
utiiuwt hnrrtir ujani any nu-unm- whu-lt triulrd t«i wtrrnglhrn 
thetiiurrh. I jfinriHtH r «»«r ruhiti Ninimufornu*! rnming tn nu* 
ont cky» ahm»«t fiwnniig nt thr ntintlh, atul |»r«tr»ting with 
vioknl iniiig’iiiitinn tlwil hr wmilil tml pity n singir rent tawants 
th« Hittfiltriwnrr of thr srhtmls «f tlu* K»ttthH»hinl (‘hurrh. 

* Whji wy rlrar frlhiw,* I rrpliffh * thin’t ynu know thut you 
pay taxw ri«w for thr »tip|i«rt of Hu* lioiiwtn (atluilir (‘hurrh 
in the I*k«tl of AltiuMi||h this staggrml the Iratr 

Nonrciitforniisl for tlw it ilwl not rrmnrtlr hi» rlrmrnt 

to th»* rxlrfi'Sttw of thr priurtplr tu Loiuhiii. My rontrntion 
Wia that iiwlrr thr roinhtiiuis prrvajlirig «t llir tiinr, thr rhikirrn 
wrrr poorly tuught «t«l poorly htm»r«i, thr srlit«»|a hiiilly vpnti ■ 
kt«f, an«l tlir roti*li!ioii» grnrmll) tiiisftti%f«rttjry, « Improvoall 
Iht* OOTifhUoii*,* I ptftitt : * appoint your own insprrttir#, unit in thr 
etjur*i? of tiitir ytm will ronlrol tlir sitiiution. Iky tin* piprr 
anil you ran rail thr liiiir.* Il«l I roiihl not ovrrfiilr thr trr^ 
wriitlmii prrjmlirr iig«sn»t tlir (1»urrl», ninl I wus httilly Iralrn.*’ 
Cine of Sliiiw'** iiitiiwitr fririnla mr ntil hmg ngo timt wlml 
fcil tlir «*at in thr L, V, t\ for Siniw his intrrpiil nsi>rrtion, 
rtpifttni IlirMUffhntit thr minpaigtu Hint hr artti Voltnirr wrrr 
th« only two truly rriigimi* prt*plr wlio Iwil rvrr livsnl! ShawN 

* For MiWy sumitMrira *»f »»/ Mumripe$! 

( Awliilwlil «tiil l**» I, !»m% **f SIwiw'a *rlirlr, 

/«r MIMmairm (Wr*t |t«l4t»lw**l ii» Ilir « of FrPnwry, 
I®i* mmI »ftrrwi»rtK Its Itfii, m Pal4*ti Tr#rt %n. lol|, r«iui|»ar« Mr. Hei- 
tor fwgr* 1 11.431. 
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own Account of thw, wlien I tAXwJ luju with it» wah tlmt he 
had often pointed out that the religious opinions of the Free 
Churchw (the Nonconformint sertR) in Enghuul to daj were 
exactly those of Voltaire, and that what I hnti him told was 
quite as near hia rneaning aa most people contrived to get with- 
out reading him. And only the other ilay a well known politician 
and a friend of Bhaw’a made the remark ttj me that Shaw 


w 

vidualiatic in hia aasertiona to avoitl alienating ninny pimple- - 
even some of the very men who under ordinary cirenumtancea 
might confidently he relied upon to support a progressive and 


waa most kindly given me by Mr, Sanders, wm sent in reply to 
a letter from him to Mr. Shaw asking him to allow his name 
to be put forward as a candidate for the parliamriitary reprc" 
senlation of Battersea suhm|ucnt to a ctmferenrr Imtwccri the* 
Badersea L. and H. AKWiciation ami the Battersea branch of 
t.fu' S. I). F. Mr. Shaw waa mistaken in adilressing Mr. Sanders 
as I he Sem'elary of the Klectirm Committee of the Battersea 
L. and B. Association. 

“ Dkaa Hut,— 

I wish it were po»}hlt? for me to thank the Bat- 
tewea L. and it. AHsocintion for their invitation* and accept 
it without further wonts. But there i* tiie old difficulty 
which makes gt*imim* democracy impossible at prrmmt—I 


of work entrusted to me by employcri of 
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that my |n‘tnminry i« worm* limn it wn«; niul I 

mi at |»re‘*<«*nl wholly <m critiral work 

which rciiuirtf* my pn-sfm'f ihu'ing hovt-rul fvcning« In the 
week at ijuhlic performHiuTs. Ihully uh I do this at present, 
I ctnthl not do it at nil if I had parliamentary duticH to 
discharge; ami ns to getting hack any of the old wtjrk that 
couhl he done iii the morningv I rather think the action 
I slnadti he houmi t(} take in I’arlinuund woidd lead to 
chiser and ch>s«‘r huyeottiug. Ah to the serious literary 
work tljnt is imlepmdent of etiitt>r» ami pohtieK, I have 
never smcceeded in making it support me; ami in any case 
it in m»t compatitde with energetir work in another three- 
tiori carrieti tm *imultane£n»»}y. Voii muiit exciwe my 
trouhling ytnt with these detaih; Imt the Association, con- 
wsting of men who know what getting a living ineanH, will 
uiideriland the iiiiportance of them. Ai a political worker 
ont»iiIe Ihirliament I can jn^t manage tt# pay my way and 
10 keep myaelf *tr»ight ami indeimndent. But you know, 
and tin* AMoriatitni will know, how « miiii gima t<j pieceii 
when he has to let hi« work go, and then to run into tlehl, 
to liorrow in or»lrr to get out of debt hy getting into it 
again, to Img in order to pay off the hjans, and finally 
cither to »rll hini»elf im ti> give up, Iwaten, 

** If the coimtdurncy a raniiidate, I wa* nothing 

for it Imt paying him. If llatlrfHca makefi up it* tnind to 
limt, it ran pick and rluMisr aitioijg turn many of whom 
are stronger than I. And ainre it i» well to get i« mueh 
gotul Vtthir for the money m can la* twd, I think poor 
cmiwtlturnciri fatid all real deitumratic const ituencie* are 
|K>or) will for aomr timr la* rof»i|»*lleii to kill twc» liirdit with 
one alonr, ami put the %rtmr iimn into both C’ounly t’otmeil 
and 1 ‘arlittinrnt. l*hift, howrvrr, t» a maiter which you 
lur© »ure ttt know ymir own miftda almut, and it i^ m>t ftm 
me to ttiediilr iii it. 

** Some tl»y* |»rrhapft, I may !«? lirtter able ti) take an 
fllr* fluty; for, afirr all, I am not a bad workimtn when 
I |»ve time and tfp|K»rt unity to show wbwt I mn th» ; ntui 
I Heed iewrcrly my tlwit if tlir literary employi’r!i tlmi tlmt 
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there is money to he iiuule out of uu » tluy will Hwnllow mj 
opinum» fjiat enough, 

“• I lun, tlenr Sir, 

Vour^i fftithfuliy, 

t». IU:hnahj» Shaw, 


“ Mr. W. SanderB."* 


In many quarters, even anmng hi« Soeinli*»t ciwfrvrr*. Her- 
nard Shaw is regnr(le<l ns primarily tlest niefivt- in hi** jJWposnlH. 
And yet, at diflVrent times and in various plaet *^, he hiui eon- 
structively outlined his programme of rjnuph te Sorialisin. In 
essential agreement with sueh {'olieetivints as Emile \ lunlervelde, 
Jean Jaur^s and August Ilela*], Shaw {litfers front thetn only 
in regard to the suceessive mutatitmH in the prawnn of SorinltHt 
evolution. The gradual extension of the prineiple of the itteome 
tax — a “ fureihle transfer of rent, intere»ti, and even rent 
of ability from private holders to the State, witlnmt eomjmtsa- 
tion,” is the scheme of eapitalistie espnipriation the {*oiieetivi«ts 
have in mind. By a gratfunl proeew of tlevelopttsent, the Ini” 
position of gradually inerenHeil taxes, the State will MTure the 
means for investment in industrial vnivrprint* t»f all sitrls. Bi" 
stead of forcibly extinguishing private enterpri>»es>, the Stide 
would extinguish them by successfully eom|«-tiug agaiimt them. 
TJius, as Proudhon Huhh competition woultl kill com|wtittoii ; 
in America, Mr. Gaylonl Wilsliire never tires «f exeltyming; 
“ la't tlic Nation own the Trust*.'* If, as Shaw rlaimi, the 
highest except ionnl talent could Iw liiul, in the open inarket, for 
eight huiulred poumls, say, nearly half tin* existing wngea of 
ability ami the enlire profits of eapilitl wouhl \w diverted from 
the pockets of I lie able men and the present possessors of capita!, 
and wouhl hud Its way into the pocketK of the State. The va«t 
sum thus accruing to the State would swell the existing witgtw 
fund, and wotild he employed in rawing tin* wages of the entire 
coKumiriity. After the means of prtHliictlon linvr lm*rt Ho- 
cialisscd, and the State has heconie the ejMployrr, prcwliict* or 
riches will he distributed riniglily, acroriling to the labour 
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VftluHty tlu‘ wliirh ruriii?*li tlu* sulistructure of 

Falwn Ml** MHlhu’k s rontfutiou rt'Halvi's Into 

the assertion tlnit exerptionnl jH-rMoiml nhilil^s and out labour, 
is the main faelor in tin* prtHltieliun of wmlth. Far from 
repudiating tliw nswrtimt, Shaw rmbrneial it, iu> aaid, in the 
spirit of Mrii. Trig; “ Wlm dmigrs of it, UvUy? We Hupporl 
and eneourage ability, Hhnw runtemla, in order that we may 
get a* mucdi m powiblr out «f it, not in order that it may 
get aa mtu’h ns |«>»il>le out of m, (*ive men of ability and their 
heirs the entire prcMiurt of their ability, «o that they «lmll be 
enormously rieh wbil»t tbr rest of iiw reinain m poor an if they 
had never exi»tetl, and ** it will heroiui* n puhlie duty to kill 
them, ninee nobtaly but theinnelvr* will la* any the worse, and 
weilmll lie tmich the ladlrr for linvittg mi further doily provoea" 
lion to tlwB «n »f envy.** Artn»rdi»gly, the tmainoM of Society 
ii “ to get the y»p of ability «» rlieaply ai it ran for the 
btnefll of tlii* ctmutnmily, giving the aide «}«« just enough 
adfiintagi? to keep hi* ability nrtivr and effirirnt. From the 
Unioci&lwl |«iinl of view tin* in simidy laying that it is the 
buiintst of Stnirty to find tnit rxarlly bow far it can rob the 
abli Bi«n of the priMlurt of hi» ability without injuring itself, 
which is preriwriy true (from that point of view),** though 
whither it is » ** rwlurtion of Horialnuii to ilishimfsty or of 
Uaiockliwii to aiwurdily '* in»y !«' left on «|H*n t|«i*iti<m. *' If 
Mr. Mallcirk will take hi* graml total of flir earnings of Abil- 
ity,” Shaw R»»erl», ** am! »lrike oflT trmn it, first, all rent of 
land and inlrri?*t on riipilnl, tlini all tioriiiiil profit*, then all 

In llw Ppt»ra»iy, 1^, Mr, 

M«ha?k |ittr|»«5d t« *tatw Imw iiw ife'lriwlrra «f «*al 

lertatlmi, *s ttol.lliiwl tif' hlwiwlf, tsr l*y « fiiilrr wwk’fstumHng 

of ft, to tprak to tlwe InlrUrrl, lt«* lirarl, «»mI llw h*»|^ nf U«* jir«|4r of lhl« 
fOttntiy (Koftawil, like ll*r wotm* of » in r»»*«p«f|(it«w with wtUrh 

towlet of lfaet*|l»i« wUi t*p « |»p»»oy wliislk*.** I#ww tl#U^ht f alt y 

tCT»l4 bti fvjwiwtrr, ttm Mr, Mmlhtrk’ts Tmmp»S 

wMcb tntwftil fortit, In the saifw* »«4 hot two rrjtihtilrra 

fww Mr, Maltek In ItW »n «lt»rk hy Mr ilal|n«*fc «in Mr. Kelr f|«rdlr 
la &t Hwi# firtifiriferdi Wtow In « ftpiw »♦« |il» idil Mp|MmrfU. anti 

the FiMan |»rew«ll|’ fvpnWWiwI tiw »^rr«|i««Mlrnre «ntl tin* ohi 

FwMffkily ■rtk‘l« Mtitlef Itw titfc, Tlw* 

latter, In a •hlllinf wiithw, te atwi |»»»htl*h^ hy A. Pllleld, l^tiwlon. In 
tte i^m Mmhiki 


it 
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non-camiH’litivi' iimiluim*uU nlturhiil tu h th fiiutr stfitiw in the 
public Kt'rvic*c» civil or iiulitttrv, fr««u rtJVitby downwartla, 
ttll payj»U‘iitH for the Mtiviuitnx*'** ’*1' J^'rontlnry or technical edu- 
cation and fiocittl oppurtuniticn* Ihm all fiuicy paynifnlij made 
to artints and other prtjfc»Hi«n»il mcit by very rich comnionpluee 
people competing for their nrrviccs, and then all exceptional 
paymenta made to men whoM* pre emimiice cxisb otdy in the 
imaginative ignorance of the pnhlict the rrinituler may with 
some plausibility atand m genuine rent of ithility.’* And to Mr. 
Malloek’a asHcrtion that *M«eii of ability will not «crl Ihum- 
selves to produce income when they know that the State in a,n 
organissed conspiracy to r«l» them of it»” Shaw rlwracbriiticaily 
retorts, ** Mr. .^£aJlock might a» well deny the imktimee of the 
Pyramids on the general gronml that men will not huiltl 
pyramidH wlien they know that PlMirmih i* »t lb» htad of an 
organized conspiracy to take away the Pyramidi from them 
as soon as they are made/* 

Shaw holds the fundamentally iourid view ihat to the 
entire assimilation of Bockliim by Ihr world, lh» world ha* never 
yet assimilated the whole of any »m, and nevtr will.” In 
tlmt most subtle itml dittingui*hrd of all liii eti«tribiilion« to 
the Socialist literature of our time* 7‘A# Ulmglms of Smduimm, 
Shaw has exprcsBcd liis firm conviction that it » not twenlial 
for Ihe w'clfarc of the world to carry out 8#cialt«tii in its 
entirety. Unfettered by tin* dogmas of « p«illtlciiil erttd* urn 
hampered by the btmdi of a narrtiw parti§ft,iiikip, Bernardl 
Shaw stamls forth a» a great and free *pirlt Is bit prophetic 
(ledamtion that, long Ijcfom it lw» |wti«ftr»t«t to all cortiem 
of the politif’al and social organiiatiori, S*>ciiili»Bi will havi 
relieved the prc?»Hure to which it iiww ili flmticity, and wil! 
rieede before Ihi* next great wu'kl motctiiwli bating every' 
where intact tl»* Iwst survivals of individiialwtie Iteraliim. An^ 
far from agreeing with llwn in hi* iitifM»iibil»t dtcJaratlon tha 
tht State triUil go* Hl»w not only a«rl# that wi muit put uj 
with the State, but al»o cxprr»r« no dtmbt. wlmtecwver tba 
under Social-Democracy tlw? few will itlll It !• a mar 

of 8haw*i Brttiih prac-llcallty and cltar-tighlrftt^ that h© r#t 
ognkm la the State a pra«ti«l iiwtru^Btdi^ tor 

A 
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find dirnriing m)vm\ n-ftirm. Hif Stnin m indispewaWe w & 
inmn« for iiinkiiig ouv grwt roiiKunimnticm ; the devel- 

opjiient of till* strong, sinind, rrrntivi* |HTH(mality. Tht linso- 
cial man lu* rognrcN n» n “ hoprlniHly iirivale porMon.** The 
opportunity for the free thneicipment t>f Hu* individual he re- 
gard» iiH the fimdatnentnl prerejjuihite and eonditijui for the 
individuar» soetnl nod materiu! wrlltunog.® “ 'Hmt great joint™ 
fstoek roiupnny f»f the future, the Stieinl Deojoeratie State, will 
have ita eliairman luul itirretiirN as sundy m its shipH will have 
eaptaiuM.*' But thw ndiiu««.i«»n iuvolvrN on rntloraeinent, on 
Shaw'a jn*rt, of the State m «t present eouslituteii. “ Bakou- 
ninf’a eoniprehen»ive aspiration to tle!»troy all Slates and Katah- 
li»hi*d Clnirehes, with their religious, polilieid, judietal, flnaneial, 
erimirifth anidmde, muioniie «ntl wirial hitra and iimtitutiorw, 
8eemi to me fierfertly ju«titliihle t«uf intelligible from the point 
of view of Um* ortliiwry ‘etluemtrd ninn,’ who Indieves that 
institutions make men in»ti*«d «f men making institutionii.*’ 
The State, a* at present eimstittitrd, Shaw view* m simply a 
huge marhine for rohhiiig and «litve driving the poor hy brute 
foree. While he laughs at tlie In«livitlu«Ii»m rvpre«»ecl in Her- 
bert Spf«rrr*» Th^ Cuming Skiwrg, at the Anarchy etprrwed 
in the woril ami in those ** silly words of ,lohn Hay 

on the title-page of Ihmjamiti Tiirker** ptt|wf» Shaw im* never- 
thflesi, both an infiividuah»t and an intrllerlual anarrhiit. The 
allfgftl oppiwllion twtwrm H-orialism and IndividuitliiW, Shaw 
hw alwaji *tri*tiyoii»ly maintaineii, in f«l»r and f|we*tion4H'g- 
ging. ** The true i»»iie lir» Iwtwrrn Sorialism and Unwieiidism, 
and not ta^wmi and that instiiset in «■ that leads 

us to 8f»riali»m by ll« rrlwlbiin the iipwlid levelling 

down, tbt brutal repreasion, I be regliiirtiling and drilling and 
eoRvmtioiialiilng of tb# great mmm t$f m to»d«y, In order that 
& lucky haniiftil may iMiri* tb«ti»elvr* to ilbatlt for want <»f 
Mjthiiig to dll, awl tw ufrahl to walk down Bond Strwt with- 
out ft rcgtiklifift httt »fi«l mmt iiii.” Lik# Iltiskiri, M<»rfis and 

* Itt swkbftli of ttw •lltiattoi t» hli null##' t«^ that Umm 

Ettia wt* « for Iwlftwt, t*rr««w llir Irish woohl tirvrr l*r rwe 

wnum nev«f< tlwittw'lMn frw. ufttli Ittittw ttoie MfMitnS Uwta. 



the very truth itiulf whtu hi* »akl thmt Ik'ritiircl Shaw hts 
done something that htt« ne¥fr lm*ti dour in thr wiirltl iM‘fore. 
lie ]m» become a revolutionist without tR'coining a »fntiinfnlftliit. 
H(? has revolted ngiiinst the cant of aulliority, and yet con- 
tinued in despising the cant of revolt.** I'o Hlmw* the middle- 
cItuiK origin of the Boemlisi mowimnit is in nothing »« apparent 
fw in the persistent delusions of Boriiilwtii m to »n sdeml pm- 
k'tariat, forced hj the hrytalitlea «f the capilttli*t into an un- 
willing ttcquicsrenn* in war, |H*nal ecidti, and other rrufltici of 
civiliMition. “ I’hej still see the locial pnibirm*** Bl»w wittily 
renaarksi “ not sandy and objectively, hut itiiaginattvdy, m 
the plot of n mflodraina* with it» tillnin and tt« hfroiiic, iti 
innocent beginning, trouhleil middle, and happy rnding. They 
are still the children and the romancers of |Miiitir».** * 

Shaw flncli a sort of ily gmtifimtion in the reflection that the 
world is bceoroing so familiar with the Social wt, limt it no 
longer fan, but only kughi at lilni. ” I, th« Soeiallst, aw; 



of thr piitnw'r ti» nmkv a ftiul t>f hitttwlf. Tlu* wtiHible nmn 1« 
the mitri whci luhipt** hiiuwlf ttt t*xi«tlug miulltums. The fool in 
the in irving to luhipt the eoiulitiojiK to him- 

lelf. Both r^tmne* Iwtvr thriv disjulviintngeH. I rling to iny 
waning follj « r«>rrrrlivr to uiy waxing goinl Kenne hm luix- 
ioUilj i nnr»r«| mj gtiml »tntse l«i ilrfriui UJjself ttgiihint 

roy folly.** SImw is tin* very ttinn tif whom his own Don Junn 

J 
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** PttKlMri* tm ymir l»rat rrli 
Okbatmiam Mlkh*, Ifi Thw 




C’riAPTKU VII 


S IIAW’H cnrwr jih a rritir from Hie period of bin first 
nrcjtjnintnmn* with Mr. Willium Arolu-r, in 1HH5. After 
living for niiu' ^V‘nrf», nrrording t<j Jii» own Httiry, on the uh 
pouiuiH of which In* in «« fontl of spcAking, Shaw was at last 
rwlurt'd to sfraitint-d tiimneial inrcunmtatu’en. Hc« eagerly 

M'i/.ed the opportimity t« lueome a eritie afforded him hy Mr. 
Areher’n itigetii»n»» kimlnew. Our friend* William Areljer,” 
Shaw relates, '* Irouhled hy this ntnlr of things, to which the 
romlilion of toy wordrohe hore ronviiieing iestinumy* re«cued me 
hy a striitagem. Being alrt'iitly fanuHta m the * W, A.’* of the 
iVmtd'a drama, he luddly tdiVred lij erdiei*/.e pictureH a« well, 
hhltnund Yale* wii» only too glwB to gel so extndlent a eritic. 
Archer got me to dt» the work, resigned the post iis noon m I had 
got firm hold of it, ami left me in ptw»esMiofi,’* The years from 
IBMtl to IHHIh dnring whirli he lived at Mil, l*’it/.roy Heptare, Shaw 
tievidrd in jnirt to eritieiim of art, etnilemporary ICngliah art in 
partieiilar ; thiring thin period, he once loltl me, he eriiieir.ed 
every pietnre »li»tw in t.tnsdon, lie hKo puldwlied many mi’” 
isigiied lilrmry reviews and sallies in the PttH MM ChseUe; 
whil*t It fiui»l»*r Ilf hi» rritirisnw of pietures appeareil in on- 
signed p»ritgr»jd», lioth in the tror/d, IBHIl to IBBfi, ami in 
*i''ruih^ tKBil, A few of hi* rriiiqurx also ap|K‘ared in a magn 
isine railed Our C 'ararr. 

I rrrrnlly read Sh»w’» rritiral review* of this ynmiod, ewpe 
dally the roifiplrtr file of |d% artirlen iti the Piffi Oa^.tftr 

from May Ifitli, IKBft, to Angii»t IINl, IBBB, placed at my di*» 
po»al tiy Mr. Shaw, Tlir artirlr^ are |a*rtinent ami shrewil, htd 
only roirtpttratively fr» «rr marked hy that iM^enlinr ami fain 
laMltr liUmoiir whirli h«» eoiiir to In* known as Shavian. 'I'hey 
erolirarr every sorl of syhjrrt friim fhiiila’s novels to the l.lfr 
of Hittvitiikii, from firant Allen to kV. .Htanlcy drvoiw* 

from Cairo to tin? Surrey Hill* ■ art, fiction, nmutr, drama, 

im 
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“ Sanu' t»it! An<i wt* fct-I .sun* that Shaw will ** ^oro 

uiui traiuph* ” llu* unfortunati* wrrtoiu'^ wh{» cnlifci hirlh tlu* 
(lanming conuiH'iilK whaHii awful,’* "idiotic,** and "green 
blush and pasty face.” 

During these years, however, from 1HH5 to IHHH in e»j.jecinl, 
Socialism was the living centre of all Shnw’.H intercHts. Hjs 
time was principally devoted to the most active form of So- 
cialist propagandism. The literary artielrs of this period tlo 
not jiossess the piquant mterent of the " «li B.” or the 
“ G, B. B.” criticisms, which arc tjuite remarkable for epigram, 
satire, and paradox. Most of them are alinont unintelligible 
now that they can no longer be read with the context of the 
events of the week in which they appeared. Shaw* has always 
been a leader of forlorn hopes; at tliis time, willy tdlly, he was 
on the side of the majority. I remember one day tpioting 
Clarence Rook’s remark to the effect, that Shaw in like the kite, 
and can rise only when the? popular^ tiurtt In again«t him. 
** No, that is a radical mistake,” Mr. Shaw said forcibly, " I 
have never worked with the sense that everyhinly is against 
me. On the contrary, my inspiration springs from n nvmv of 
sympathy with my views.” Still* one might nay that it has 
uhvays been ns a defiant ami vexatitniH personality that Shaw 
has best succeeded in arousing and challenging chimortius pro- 
test. Hermann Bahr insists that Bernard Shaw poMseiseg in 
rich measun* the rcumrkidde and exceptional talent of the 
groat artist-critic: tlu* abilify to nrou«e the whole itatr, the 
whole nation, agairiit him. Not only w'lis that opposition, 
which ii the very breath of hi» nostrils, non-existent; lliere was 
no great battle on in the world of art in London comparable 
to those that were yet to be waged. It it tnte that the Irn- 
presaioniat movement was struggling fur life in London, and 
while Shaw defended it vigoroiwly, m?ither its day nor hii day 
was yet come. As an alinoit totally unknown, eoiiiparatively 
unskilled critit? of literature and art, he could scarcely be 
expected to create the unparalleled sensations which he aulwe* 
cjuently achieved as a Shakespearean itrmge“breftki»r, a cham- 
pion of Wagner and Ihsen, ami the most radical exponent of 
the newest forms of the New Drama. 

1 ou 


And vtd it wiiH dun'ni^ thi w vrry yt'nrs that hn dt'vekiped 
lliutif nuHirkiddi* qusddtia ^khirli httvt* wun liim the title of 
the nn»*^t hrilliiud «f eunleniptHitry liritish jntirtiidiatk? critic«. 
On nil sidri the yiHtitger griirrtitum» Mvh ineludeil Mr. Shtw 
m nne of it?* nn»»t daring and ic-tinfielswlle niember», rose up in 
revolt ag«tnf*t »eiulemi«'istm iji ?«tylr. 'rtie New .luurnnliHm came 
into being. ** Lawless young nn-fu’* myn Shaw, began to 
write and f»rint the living l%i»gli«h language of their own day 
instead of the |iroRe fttyle of utn- of Maeaubiy’s ebaraeteri 
named Aildison. I'brv ajdit Iluir iidinitiveH and wrote such 
phrases rt» ‘ a man nolotdy *'ver lieurd oft* iio^tead of, * a man 
of whom nobotly had ever In-iird*; or, more elnssieal itill, *a 
writer liitherto nnkiioivii,* Mn^iral rritk'ii, inf»tead of reading 
book* alMinl tfirir litisirie** and rlrganlly regurgitating their 
enidititm* began l« lislrn to mtisir ami to tli»ti«gui«b between 
iimnd*; rritir# «f |i«frttuig to Itiwk at iiirtures; erities 

of the driiiim lu-gan to Itiiik at M»metbittg thr stage; and 

tlrsrriptivi* writrra artiially brokr iiitii the Umu*p of C'ommon«i 
elbowing the rr|i«rlrr» the l»rkgrmiiid, ami writing about 
political It»«dr» a* if tliey w-rre inrre pky-artori. The inter- 
view, the illuwtriitiori, and thr crow heatftng liitherto looked on 
m Anirrinin viilgiirit ira itripoasiblr In Knglish literary gentle- 
men, invaded all our «ud, finally, the rliinai and 

maitcrpierr of literary daCMliiitiam, the iSnlurthtff /frtdrw ap- 
peared with a aignrd artwlr in d. l‘brn Mr. Traill and all 
lit« gffier»li«lt rovrrrd llinr with thrir in^m and di«i at 

thf base of AtfdiMvu’ft *latyr, wldrh all the wliib ran ink.*’ 
** Don’t mi»»iiilrr«trti»d my Mr. Hliaw imre remarked 

to n«, ** It ip true llwt I w.ii* oppowl t« aradftnlciam in !».tyU', 
not to »lylr itself, I Wlirvr in style. I thought that tlu* 
amdemiriMit wr Imtl wa» titi! giMtil araflmwicwm. 1 was pediudir 
enough mysrif wbm t llr*t lirgan to w rite ■--when I wrote my 
fiwt fttivtd. I r«u»r t« tin* ronrhistnn that a phrase 

ttifanl Kiiieh only aftwr it l»«*l Wn w«#lwd into shape in the 
tiKiullw Ilf iliMirn* uf general kill*. Ttir fart of the matter i« 
that I «n ritrrnirly l« flu? ft^rm of ftr!/’ Shaw 

iimply repiidiated tfir rl««tirai trmUtion of writing like *■* » 
tchtlar and a gentlrtnafid* A# far m» Itk scimkrship wm con- 
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ceriit'tl, Ik' thi‘ i^rrntrst puinH to th** little 

poKSi'fJJ^tMl. iVloreovj-r, he tloubtud if if hml » vrr Imtii w»i 
while heiiig « genthiisMtii'* niul ii^rtl r\«-ry in hin pu 

t{> (lihrredit tlsifi «.ntit|i)n,ted »ur'i.i'vnl of tfu' <»f ?*i*nti!i 

tulimn. He alwrtys ainird at itsnntrwrv, but »o'otrrtj etniHtimr 
at the notioii «f nt’liifvtng " »n rrtf I mn 

(b){l Alliiighiyd’ he »aHl in rtf ret, ” mul nobody but h bud re 
rxpei't jtin«tirt' from mt\ or any tdlu-r ^upi-rltumitn iiHrilnr 
He wrote boldly Iirrordin^ tej hi« biud ; hr- ftJiol ojily what 
wanted to nay, and not what be tlioii|*ht In- oti|.d»t to Nny, 
what waa right* or what v>-m *l’o Shaw, fbi*» nfft-ri 

in&nufaetured, artiffeial ecniseirner t»f nsorality and jii»»l!er 
of no HM in the writing of nynninr erittrimfi, or in fhr «snk 
of true works of art. For that. In* frit that one itui*kt h 
the real eonwienee that gives a tnan rt»itr«gr to fulfil hi»4 
by saying what he likes. An eftigrttiit I oner hrani htm riw 
** Aecniraey «jnly means <li»eovrr»ng the rrhition of ymir 
to farts insteatl of rwiking the fart» l«> Irmildr** I 

ntd'e of Ills entire eritietsrn. SImw fonigld «}tti|*ly t«» writr 
nreurately. m frankly, as vividly, ain! huhtly a* |HH«j 

He hesitated neither at violating taste, nor ni bring u-tidh 
even positively dtsagrwnbir, *■* If I nirri rin Anf-riran ton 
wlu» is greatly itn|iresse<l with the work* of ilnpbnrl, Kaidbi 
Delaroehe and Harry,** he onre maid, ** nud I, with 'rifiitn 
VelaMtpit'r, in my mind, tell bins that not tnir *sf bs« fmtr hm 
was a real painter, I am no donht potting i«y r«i*r ttb*iir* 
but I am not talking noiiwn^e. for all lli«t ; imlrrd, to 
adejd seer of pirtiires I am only f»rnit»h»liiig « nootiionpi 
in an Irritatingly ill-eonnidered way, lint in lbi» world if , 
do not say a thing in an irritating way, ymi nmy jii»t m* < 
not My it at all, siiiee nohwly will Iroiiblr thrm»rivfi als 
anything timl does not ! rouble tlinnd* 

Mr. H. M. Hyndinan, the great Krtgli»b Sorialist, ottre I 
me that he was reidly the flr»t in Eiiglfind l« di*re 

Slmw. “ In ItIHS,** he explaineil, •* I wrote M letter of reei 
mendation for Shaw to Frederirk fkerfiwwni, at that t 
editor of thf Pall Mali (ianrttf. The Irttrr W to nothing 
is true; but that ii not wAterial. llir |M»iot w» tlial in t 
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letter I ctnnpiUH'tl Shaw to neliie— a comparison for which I 
liHVc lu'eti umiu'rrifully (.'hafTed many times since. Of courscj 
Shaw (hu'H not poHsens Ueine’H wonderful gift of lyrism; but 
MH ieoniH’la.Ht it' eiilit’K, they have many qualities in common. 
In hix ptjvvt'i to tttin up for our inspection tlie seamy side of 
llu' robe of mtuit'rn life, and make uh recoil at the sight, Ber- 
nard Shaw i« without a peer. 

1 !ia\e het'u inclined to elans Bernard Shaw and my 

dear frit'iid Cteorge Meft'dith together. In enigmatic character 
and faculty of myntiticatiun as to their real opinion, they are 
remarkably alike.” 

Of ShaWj in all hi*i eritieiHin, might be quoted his own words 
tlescriptive of Oeorgt* Henry Lewes as a critic of the drama: 

He eKpre«Ked hi« most laboured criticisms with a levity which 
gave them the air of being the unpremeditated whimsicalities 
of a man who had perversely taken to writing about the theatre 
for the uttke of the Jest latent in his own outrageous unfitness 
for it.”' 

If the world is coiivinctHl that Slmw is only a gay deceiver, he 
himstdf hiw felt from the very beginning that the rdle he plays 
is that of the ennditl friend of society. “ Waggery as a 
medium i« invainahh*,” he once explained. “ My case is really 
the eiwe of lialMttais over again. When I first began to pro- 
mulgate my opinioiWt I fotmd that they appeared extravagant, 
and even hiiane. In order to get a hearing, it was necessary 
for iiu* to attain the footing of a privileged lunatic, with the 
licence of » jttater. Fortunately the matter was very easy. I 
fiiimd that I had only to say with perfect simplicity what I 
*erioiiily nitmiil Jtisl as it itruck me, to make everybody laugh. 
My iiifthml, you will have noticed, i» to take the utmost trouble 
to find Iht? right thing to lay, and then say it with the utmost 
levity. And all the time the real joke is that I am in earnest.” 
It w Bhttw*s »«preme diatinction that he refuses to view life 
through the confining, beclouding medium of convention. His 
primal claim to ieriims attention k based upon the assertion 
of hit frwdcim from ilhwion. If he appears grotesque and 
ccemtric, it Is not to much because he expresses himself gro- 
t«*qutly and eccentrically: it is primarily because he scruti- 
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iiJzc'S lift' witli a mnro than that of the illudiul 

nuij«)riiy. IBh levity hun jsnvfii him frtnii martvrthmi; for, 
although it in a vcrj difficult thing to ?i|Hnk diMugnaoihlo truths, 
it in a ntill more diffleult thing to Hsti'U to tiu*in. Urcnll tin* 
treatment the Britinh jniblie gave to C*eorge ,\toon' for his 
advoeacj of realjHm* to Vi*/,etellj' for hi« etjainpiotiing «»f Zola, 
even to Stiaw hiniHelf for Ins defenee of Itihen J Shaw Iiuh based 
all his brillianey and soliditj, ^Ir. (‘hesterton neutt'ly ohsrrvr.s, 
upon the haekneyed, but yet forgotten, fa«-t limt truth is 
stranger than fiction. And Shaw himself has eleverly put the 
ease in his own paradoxieul way. ** 'Fhere in an indeseribahle 
l(.vity™— not triviality mind, but levity something spritelike 
about the final truth of a matter; ami this e\*|uisite levity 
cornmimieates itself to the style of a writer wlu> will fare the 
labour of digging «lown to it. It is the half troth wlneli is 
congruous, heavy, serious, and suggestive of n middle aged or 
elderly philosopher. The whole truth is <»ftrn th»* first thing 
IJmt comes into the head of a fool or a ehild; and when a wise 
man forces his way to it through the many of his 

Hophisl U’ations, its wanton, perverse air reauHttres him instead 
of frigid ening him.'* 

''rids spritelike «puility, this indeserihtdde levity inherent in 
the final truth <jf a matter, has eommimteated itwlf to SimwX 
style in tin* most inthnale way. With the mil unnatural nenull 
that it is diflieult for the average man to believe that opinitm* 
tttlvaneed with such light 'hearted levity earry any of the weight 
of final truth. It i« for this renstm that all of HhawX attempts 
to write genuine nutohiography have hmi greeted with the 
most amiable seeptieism. Shaw hiin»ilf is able to speak with 
more confidenee on the fully cif writing srienlifie natttnd Id* 
tory, bt?cau«e he has tried tlie eX|M*riii!enl, within rerlain liinid 
limiti, of being candidly nutohiographical. 

** I have produced no permanent impression,** !«♦ ile- 
clarci, ** because nobody has ever ta lieved me. I oriee told 
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a brilliant London journalist * some facts about my fam- 
ily, running to forty-first cousins and to innumerable 
seconds and thirds. Like most large families, it did not 
consist exclusively of teetotallers, nor did all its members 
remain until death up to the very moderate legal standard 
of sanity. One of them discovered an absolutely original 
method of committing suicide. It was simple to the verge 
of triteness, yet no human being had ever thought of it 
before. It was also amusing. But in the act of carrying 
it out, my relative jammed the mechanism of his heart — 
possibly in the paroxysm of laughter which the mere nar- 
ration of his suicidal method has never since failed to 
provoke — ^and if I may be allowed to state the result in 
my Irish way, he died a second before he succeeded in 
killing himself. The coroner’s jury found that he died 
‘ from natural causes ’ ; and the secret of the suicide was 
kept not only from the public, but from most of the 
family. 

“ I revealed the secret in private conversation to the 
brilliant journalist aforesaid. He shrieked with laughter 
and printed the whole story in his next causerie. It never 
for a moment occurred to him that it was true. To this 
day he regards me as the most reckless liar in London.” 

Had Shaw ever attempted to write the Rougon-Macquart 
history of his family in twenty volumes, along the candid lines 
of the above narrative, it is not improbable that he would there- 
after have been permanently and forcibly deprived of his 
privileges as a lunatic. “ I have not yet ascertained the truth 
about myself,” he wrote some years ago. “ For instance, am I 
mad or sane? I really do not know. Doubtless, I am clever 
in certain directions ; my talent has enabled me to cut a figure 
in my profession in London. But a man may, like Don 
Quixote, be clever enough to cut a figure and yet be stark mad. 
A critic recently described me, with deadly acuteness, as hav- 
ing ‘ a kindly dislike of my fellow-creatures.’ Perhaps dread 

* Mr. A. B. Walkley, Mr. Shaw lately told me, 
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would Irnvo bfi'n m*ari‘r llu* mark thnii tlwliki*; for man i« thy 
only auinial of which I am thonmghiy and cravctdj afraid. I 
hava never thought imicli of the courage of a lion tamer. In- 
Mide the cage he i« at leant nafe from other mvn. There in not 
much liarm in a litm. He has mi idealn, no religimu tm polities, 
no chivalry, no gentility; in abort, no reason for deatroying 
anything that he does not waiU to eat. In the late war, the 
Americans burnt the Bpanish fleet, and finally Imtl to <lrng men 
out of hulls that had U*come furnaces. I'he effect of this on 
one of the American coininaiulers was to jnnke him assemble 
hli men and tell them that he helievwl in (#od Almighty. No 
lion would have done that. On reading it and cjbaervtng that 
the newspapers, reprcacntirig norriml public opinion, »ta*med 
to consider it a very mditablc, natural and tmpresaively pious 
ineident, I came to the conclusion that I mu*t la* mad. At all 
events, if I am sane, the rest of the world ought not to bi* at 
large. We cannot both sec thingi m they really are.** 

It was at a somewhat later time that the critics cam# to treat 
Shaw as a reckless liar and a privilegtal luitalic. At this period, 
he impressed tlse self-conuctous literary clit|«i‘ a« « witty, but 
frivolous, ignorainiw, totally ineom|«'tr«t to d>«*u»if tin* high 
Hubjecls of which he professed luch ptmetrating inimprehifniion, 
I once had an interesting iliscussion with Mr. Shaw about the 
subject of his llippancy. Do you accept m just tlu? criticism, 
!nade in some (piarterit,*^ 1 askeil Mr, Slimw, ** tliai yoii and 
Whistler were very much alike in your attitude towardi the 
general public P* 

Not at all, that h a crude error,” rtplietl Mr. Shaw ear- 
ntitly. ” Whistler came to grief l>ecau«* b« gave liirti»clf up to 
clever sniartnesM, which » abhorrent to the average Kngiiih- 
man. Am for me, I have never for a moment liiat Might of my 
sirious relation to a »eriou.i public. You sot?, I hail an advan- 
tage over Whistler in any cait*, for at lea«t tbrw limea every 
week I could cMcape from artistic and literary ituff, and talk 
ieriouily on serlouis subjects to aerimw p«,*i»pli*. For thii rea- 
son— bicauie 1 per»i«lt?d in Sockiwt propagandiiiw- -I never 
once lost touch with the real world.” 

Shaw’s crifiqmfSt saEiei, and rtvkwt wtre tbt ©ombmutlott of 
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ft laboritnw critirwiii with n rtn-klfH^ly flippunt inannt'r. Into 
litt'nitun* hi' i’ftrrtt’c} thr uH'thiulh }»• mhiptt'd tin the* plntforui, 
wht*rt' hi* otr thf uHint ihligmUy nrjjuimh utiidiouHly 

pcjuih’rt'd iiifiifiiuit icjfj with nil tlu* of otuniKcii'nct*, 

ft rritif, Shaw lm» ovor lnh«niml for flu* nvimiy wti^m of 
the “ intolerfttde fntiKue of thought.” In eharaeterintie ntjle, 
he lia« gtnu' far ttn tij that good jenirnnliHin k jiiuch 

rarer aiui nttJre i»rt|iortn«t tlnui g«Hni litiTutiuv; he han no 
lympathy with Ihsrnrli’M virw of n eritie hm nn nutluir who hft« 
failed. ** I kriiW m one who }m» iirtietised lutth eraftH,” wrote 
Shaw in IHDt, ** that aiith«»r»hi|» in ehild\ play eompareel to 
critiriwmi a«<l I have, yon may depeinl npon it, u»y full almre 
of thr profraiiorml instinrt whieh reg«rd« the romaneer ft« a 
mere adventnrrr in literiitnre and the rrilie m ii highly nkilled 
workman. A»k any novrlist «»r dramaliat whether he ran write 
a brttiT novel nr play timn I *, and he will blithely say * Ym.'* 
Ask him to take my pliire «a eritir for one wwki and he will 
bleneh from the te*t, The trtitli is that the eritie stnndln be- 
tween popnlar tttttb«r«lnp, ft»r whirh be m not ailly enough, 
and great ntithorilnp, for wtiirb he i« ntd genin* enough,^' 

While ?^Ir. Hbaw wm kt«irioii«ly «t riving to impart lightness 
and Imaurkmr^ to hi«! literary «tyle, and ttt aefjtjift* careless 
mng^rtthi m « pl»itf«rm «|ie«krr, he was likewise making the* 
a«|uaint«nee of rrrtain diatinguidnnl nien t»f hi» day. Hi« 
rrlfttuin and ».Mciri»tifm with Whlliam ^lorrisj for example, 
excrcisMl no noteworthy inflitrnrr* nptm hi« art; hwt it cer- 
tainly did no IcM than nwrnimtr certain distinct tralt« of hia 
character. lfnm}al»k»t»ly, in lhi» way, titH*# Ihii a«firi«,tioii 
•erve to give ii« a clearer insight into thr mtkfmtU of Hhaw’s 
popukrly-cftllrd— 'id}«»yncr»«ieii. {)n the olher hand, it fur- 
niihti Hi a new a»prrt of Jtdorrii from the Bhnviitn point of 
fitw. 

Emlcfi of the ttiithofimi wlition of itjf/ron’* Proff^ 

tfflu. will rw*all that Willinm Morris, who, like Hhaw, hmi thrsmti 
hiitwelf initi lt»«? Htwtahit revival of ll«* early right ir**, llrstt 

* Tk* dutkar th* I U» Ur flirat r»llU«w t»f 

WUm§t¥ ffmmi. llwsry «swi lirtiwrie Slwt, iWS. 
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luH’fiim' curiouH nbtmt Slinw thruu|^h thr in- 

.slnhiu’nlK ()f An Vmot'ial SoriulMt ns tiu'V npiurnri'd in thi' 
Socinlifit Jiuij^a'/.ine To Dnif* Sh«w hiul hriinl uf M»rri?», to 
1 h‘ Mure; ancJ luttl evciu jmr.n tH'fur«\ tnun* wru him of nil 
plnei'M in Ur* world! in tlu* Don- (tulhry. ^'rt hin notioiiH 
about MorrU wens in militj, of tho %'ngtit*>*t. Ho kiu'vv nolli^ 
mg brjond the inragn* fartii Unit hr wnn n |intt, thnl hr la- 
longed to the IloHwtti eirrie, anil that hr was with 

lJurne-Jone» and with what wan then ralUd ,K*»thetiei%m. Ih* 
had never road a line of .Morrin’s^ and, in fart, had taken no 
definite meanure of hia etdilnv. l’hi» wa» the litualion when 
Shaw found hiiiwelf one evening in (tiiUi’s hig rrstaurnnt ii 
the Strand at the table witli Morrk and IL Hjndmaii 
Morrin belonged to Mr. Hyndman*« ««eirty, the Deintjemtit 


prepared to do whntevt?r he wm told and go wherever he was 
led: that wa« all he could say. In a Jelter to nie dewrilang 
tin* interview, written many year* afterwarils, .Mr. Hliaw mid 
that, while it was only snap- judgment a personal imprenHioji 
aeroHS the table he eould not help being privately Itekled 
by thin aimouneemenl from an obviously ungovernabie mmn who 
was too big to he led by any of u».** 

In ignorance euneerning Morris, Shaw was not alone: the 
other Soeiidisls were in preeiwly the same prrdieiimrnt. M«r» 
ris himself said afterward}* that it was ttuioiitf hi» Soeiiitwl 


old llossettittn ft«»ocii.ile« ii«rd to rail him "ropgy ; but, a« 
readers of Lady Burne-Jones** J/rmorinl# will rerall, Hurne- 
JoncB useil to be angry when »he applied this rmbarra»»iiig 
nickname to ^lorrk Imfon* stranger*. If Jilorri* wiw affec- 
tionately regarded «« a young man by bia n»-mwmh'» of the 
“ P. R. B.,** to h i* Sorialiat allie* he looked idcler thiin Im* aw— 
sixty at fifty, though a magniflwit sixty--”* »<irt «f ” sixty* 
years-young ’* patrinrelu Morris and Hlitiw, after they set» 
tied down to the routine of Hiwdaltst agitiitimn, were at the 
opposite polei of the mcivement. Bhaw licfniwi the Fabian 



TUI-: AUT (’umc 


Socit‘l>% whilf Mfirri*., nftcr hj« wffHnHjn from thr 8. I). F., 
orgrtoiml the SiHOidiHt I,fHgu»% whicli nhorllv went to pieces— 
beeiiows os Show soys, tlu-rc whh tjuiy oiu* William Morris; he 
was afierwards tlu> leading spirit in the llammerKmith So- 
cialist So«*i«dy. Ih-Hpite t}u« funthuitridnl dillVrence in view- 
point- -for Morris’s fiunlninental cemeeptiotw were “ Equality, 
Communisnu ami the rediseovery under (‘ommuniHin of Art as 
‘ work'ldeiwure,* ” wheren»t Hlmw, an a Eahian, aimed Mimply 
at the reduetiun of Sueialisin t(» a taiustitutiomd polilieal pol- 
icy -there was never any pet's(»nal frietitni hetwi-en the two. 
Jndeeih they ilitl a great tleid {»f speaking together in the early 
days, iiiiwt of it at the «lrert etirner, and often thought them- 
selves lucky if they had a« «ud»enee of twenty. In after yearn, 
we find Morris with flu* hrtindest j»f viewa eiuleavmirlng to net- 
tle the differmers whieli arose he! ween the various Soeialint 
m't«. By IHIJd, when he gave hi« well-known address entitled 
CommuwMtM t»d«»re the llainii»er*»inith Stieialist Hociidy, Morrln 
had acquired an iiitiniate knowledge of the attempt to cirganke 
Socialiwn in England wldeh hrgait in the early eighties. ** lie 
had himself imdertakm and conducted,** writes Shaw, *' that 
part of the rtimrimeid whtrfj nohody else wiiuld fare; natuelvi 
the di*ruvery ami eouihinnlhtn, witliintt tlisfinethm of claw, of 
all thf»e who were eapidile of tniderstniiding l•■*,qilal^ty and (‘om" 
muntMiti sm l«* underslooil it, anti fheir tirgani/alitin a* an ef- 
fective force fur the overt i«r«»w i»f the evicting c»rder of prop- 
erty ainl privilrge. In thong t»o he hnti hern ftronght into 
rotttael, and ttflen into rtuiflirt, with every other seetion of the 
movittnrnl. lie knew- all his inm aiut knew idl tlieir inetlnnE. 
He knew that the ttgitiition w«« rvliausled, and that the time 
httd «mir t«» deal with the new policy which the agitation hati 
ilmken ifdo rvi»tr«er, Arrufilingly, wr ffinl him in this (I hr 
ahovr-nirntioni’tl J p#i|irr, »h»ng wfiat tie coidd to eetnunni/e the 
»tw.mgth t»f the movrsiirnt hy tonkiiig peare hetwrrn its jarring 
and riH-alling them from tlirir di»pulr» over tnetirs atul 
progfAms to the r«*riritial* of their * 

* Hate of Itw P,4tl*tr, tl, 11 Trarl K*». tt!ii 

—'ft hy Wtlitem Morri*, I>ut*li»l»f4 hy ite F«l4«a 


me~-‘ In that rwfwc’t I rrgiircl Shaw a«i. my nw>itt*r,’ Tl 
phrase meant only that he left that »ule uf the ease to m 


pysons, Swinburnes, and »q on ; hut Itieir «|iinicin* about tliini 
did not make any difference, Morris** did.** * 

Morris greatly t?njcjyt*d a number of wiaji, for tl 

prime rtaion that in tliiwe eiiay* Hbaw »aid certain thin| 
which Morris wanted to have »aid. After Sh«w*« reltbrali 
reply to Mai Nonlau, Morris »udkle«ly liegan to talk to Hha 


•Obltuaiy M«ayt Mi^frk m 4«n*r md UmmmikS, in lbt« itaimrd 
M0p{mi, Octotw ICHh, mu. to wi M 
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that lu' kiu’w all alum I thnu and wliat tiicy wm- driving- at, 
though brfort’ that Shaw iiad givan .Mnrrin np aH— on that Mitb- 
jtH’t an iidoh'raijt anti igimrard vi-t«‘rnii of tlu* prt’-Haphaelitt' 
movfnu-nt. 'That this was highly fluinu-tt'riKtit' of Morris from 
BhawV standpoint is rvidt-mn-d by sonu' parngrapha in Shaw’s 
obituary riotirr of .Mtjrris in thr Stiturdiii/ Hexntic. “‘When an 
pnthu«ia«t for ««nu* fashionahlt* inuvfnu-nt or reaction in art 
wouh! force it into the etjnversathm, be (Morris) would often 
behave so m to ronvey an impression of invincible prejudice 
and intolerant ignoranee, and ho get rid <»f it. But later on, 
be would let »lip stnuetbing that slmwed, in a Hash, that be had 
taken in the whole nunement at its very first denuniKtration, 
and had neither prejndiee» nor illuaitms about it. When you 
knew the aubjert y«wr«‘lf, and etnihl see beyond it and around 
it, putting it in its pro|«T place and nm-pting its limits, he 
eouiil talk fast rnongh abtmt it ; hut it dhl not amuae him to 
allow nejvicM to break a lanee with him, hecatise he had no 
i.prcial facility for brilliant critical flejnnrtKtration, and re» 
c|uirrtl too much patience f«»r bi« work to wa»tt‘ any of it on 
idle itiscu»*ton*. C‘on»«piently there was n certain ijilellectual 
roguery about him of whtcb bis intimate friends were very well 
aware; «» that if » «ubjrel were thrust on him, the aggressor 
was aiire to l«* ridiculously taken in if he ditl not caleulate 
on Miirri*** knciwing murb more about it than he pretended.” 
He thiw often |m‘sentri| bimsetf m imprri»nw anti prejurliced, 
becauae ii|» tii a certain pttint he w'oiihl nrillier agree nor di»ciw», 
•Imply giving you tip m walking in fkrknras. But the moineni 
you had worked yotir way through I hr stihjert and come out tm 
tht other side, a* Shaw riprriiarfl it, Mtirrw wuiiW iuddenly be- 
gin to talk like an expi-rt ami »liow all iort« of knowletlge 
nckntific, poliliral, eoimiirrei«l, intrllrctuabai-oppoHed tji 
artlitir, and »o nn— -that you never suijwted him of. “ He 
wai fund of ffyuting Kiil»rrl Hwen*® rult*: * Hon’t argue: re- 
piftt jmir iwiertion/ ** Mr, Sliiiw m-ently tsihi me; “ and mere 
ddhftting, whirli he knew to tm nn intrllrrtuil game mid md 
m tiwntial part of tlw WilMo-Boeislism (mi to »»pN!-ak), did 
not iolffiit him tncmgh to miike him gowi at it. Bui be 

tem 



of beiiutj imrc*«liml tipoii tlir iiuMlrm in « finnsfigi 

in a k'tter to ini% Mr. HImw Im* trr^rlv rlrl«-*i I hr firjn 
of tlio artist and tin* man, who r«nild iii»l lir nulnrrd " t»» nrrrp 
ugllnesH as art, no mattor how hrilliurd, huw fa»J»*»n»hlr, tiov 
Kontinumtal, or tntfllrrtimll^v iniorrtlsng ytm makr it,” 

“ I\torri«*s artiBtir intt-grify w«», httmutily *.|»raking 
porfort. Von cmdd md torn him a.^idr from thr i|urslit!i 
of tilt* ht’MUfy Htui thi* d<Trm*y of m thing hy bringing ij| 
its tnivt'tatt srifntifii*, riiRuitdir, novrl, rnrtoti*!, hi;»l»trirai 
or wliat nut. That wa* m«»t r%lrrti>riiiii»ry in •« rh*v«*j 
a man; for he was ra|wtiir of fill thr iriirrwts, Cmin 
pared to him Hnskin was m>* an «rti»l at all,* hr wiw onlj 
a tnan vvho»»e interest in Kjilnre Ird liiin to »ttn{? ''rnrner 
and who«‘ insigld into rrliifimi gavr liim « rliir t«* Ihr ari 
of the really feligion» painter#. He wunhl not ^ivr twcr 
penee for a rarity c»r a nirio»ify or a rr-lir ; lint wlani hi 
8ftW a sanely la-autifnl tiling, and it wa» for »rth% hr wenl 
into the shop; aeissed it, it light tinder his »rfii (ii 
WM generally a ine»li«*viil Iwok); ami, after tlir freblwl 
and most transparent »h«w «f harg'-aininii', Iwntglit it foi 
whatever was asked. Onre, when hr mnn. rrhiiknt for pay' 
jjgg eight hundrtai pound* f«r roitirtiniig llwt « deabi 
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woul<l hnv«‘ got for four Iiuti<lrt'd Hint Hfly pountlN, I Knul, 

* If you n thing, you alvvayn got the worst of thr 

bargain. ' Mtirris wa.n <l«*lighti'(l with my wtHtlom, and 
proljahly .**{u ut matiy ttunroohnary pounds on IIk* strrngtli 
of ttiat jjot»r 

“ 'rhin nrlintir iiitogrity of his was wliat made him un- 
intflligitdr to Ihr t'idtistinr puhlir. When Ihr Anit'ri(’an.s 
Mvt to work to imitnto tiU print itJg, tlu-y showi-tl that, tlioy 
rrgai'th'tl him an a fusluonatjly fjuainl and hadinh pi'rsf)U ; 
and tin* HoyrruJt Stujp amt all tlu* ri*st of tlu> ridturv- 
rm‘iiJ»«ity ftliops id' tin* Stntrs pourtat foi'tli uliominnlion.s 
wdiicdt missrd r^my oin* tif tils li»s»ons ami exaggcrntod 
ovt-ry onr of tho prartirrs h«* trird to rurr printrrs of. 
Ill tin* saim* way hi^ honsrs at I lainnu'rHjnith and Krhn- 
srott w«Tr, though jptih* housrly, «« hriiutiful in thrir clo- 
iimstir way a?* St. Sophia’* in Stamhoid; tnit othrr jM*ople’« 

* l^liirria htmars * always wt-nl wrong, rvrn wlum he started 
them rigid.** 

One tiny Mr. Shaw and I were disrufising Morris and the 
infliuenre lie exerted Upon Shaw-. *' What .Mtifris tatlgld ims” 
ponfe?i»rd Mr, Shaw, *' wa*» in the main trehiiienl printing, for 
example.®' And I soon rame to reali/e that his most eharae 
teristir trait w'ns integrity in the nrtintie sense. By watehing 
Morri*, I fh'*! Irarnetf that Hiiskin wasn’t strong ns a eritie tjf 
workfi of art. Ifi a »en»e, Htiskin wn^ a naturalist heeause lie 
understtuul *riiriirr. And the key to his e«imprehen»ton t»f the 
pre-liaphaehlr« wa* his rrligiutis sense. Ami yet hr eould not 
fliieover so glaring an error ns liertiardirm tmini’s employment 
of the Slime mmirl for the Virgin and the Jtlngdalen. 'The 
trtmhie with liu«hin was limt he invarinhly fell into egregious 
WuwIerM when he dididl have hi* religiousi rlue.** 

** I learned a great ih-al from Biforri*,** he ndiled, “ b*' 
eawie Morrt* and I worki-d together in Sortttliwn amh os 
» eritie, I wn« intrnsriy iiilerr»tril in Ihr pre liiiphaehte 
movt’iiiriit.” 

* la ttiis r*aowrti‘»lt, r«»fM|»«rr Tkm Vtpu>. ,4 fVife'ora nf 

fituik PfiniiMg. lij* tWrn«nl fdia# ti* dw Jatnsary, 



Tht period of Hhaw*! ttetivitiei m an art rritir i» ttitmombli 
kw for the quality wwl value of lik rritirkro lliari fur thi 
revikticm of the v^Hentiwl rnoritl iniegrity of the man »ti often 
denouneed m the ernnky immontli*! of our lime, Thw, 
ai we shall seci mpjmara miwt rkarly in hi* relatloni with W. 
B, Henley, tlie itory uf whirh, I litlitvi?, hm# never btta loW 


in 



ho abk* ftljttir whu k lojtU to bin |n*»ft*K«i()n and to hia itafF; 
.ml that wilhoul »Ufh an wlllor c*vh‘u modi-ralfly honoat criti- 
jam m iiiiptmuibli*. for fxauipU>, \hv riiKi* of Shtiw and 

t London Shaw wroU* abinit pic‘tnrt*» for Uu' brat part 

>f a wraaon iiidil a nafvf proposal wan tmoU* to him timt he 
howld oblige errirdn artist-friends of the ediiorium bj favour- 
able notieew, and was iwsuretl that he might oblige any friends 
}( bin own in the wtme way. ** 'rids pruptssal was made in per- 
Vet gcmtl faith awl in all iunoernee,” Shaw eantlidly averH, 
* it never having oerurred to tlume reaptjmsible that art eritk 
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jome vigour, though without anj ill humour; hut aojiit* I know 
ivere (|yite i»lneendj^, pathetiewlly hurt h_y m^v eceentrio, un- 
rriendly awl distddigiiig rimduet.** During hin career m a 



inMiicere puff»; and in another rmt\ “because my aenw’ of 
style rcvtdted agaitwl thr itilrrpoklion in wy arliclet of sen- 
tence* written by other* to rsfirr»« high opinitwi of artitt*, 
unknown to fame and to mr.” I1d» »econd r«ignation fob 
lowed the tt|i|ieftranrr tif an i^raflemy notire, written by Shaw 
in the rapacity of art rritir tn ttiiotlirr London ptt|»r. This 
article on an Academy exhlbititm appcartnl paddwi out to an 
csctrAnrtltnary Irngih by ifitrrfwktiwtw praliing works which 
Shaw had never N«, M.TM i* « iwcrt head of *Mr«. 


•—* by timl tttlrntwl yiiwng Mi« and so un. It 

ii iwfllcMi to Btkl that Sliaw rr«t|[ii«} In a highly explosive 
niannef* And «i Slww ¥aiii*h«l from tlt» picturr galleries. Jii« 
coronient on tin? mndiirt of the of these paper* 

explain! hii own atlitniie, testifying tmnrhwtvrly tn the rigour 
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Wfi'i' no n)«n‘ guilty of rorruptiun,” Mr. Shiiw i*xpn*»isr{i II 
raw to UH*, “ than a iiittii with no notion nf pr{>|irrty ran 1 
guilty of thrft ; nm! to this day thry prohnhly not ti 

Irast fflra wliy I thrrw up a rrnsunahly wrl! paid Job nt 
asMunird an attitude vaguely implying soinr sort td dina; 
proval of thfir rigtil to do wimt Ihry likrd with tlu*ir ow 
paper,” 

It WftK probably at the piirtirular Frr«« view junt n'frrrrti t 
some time after that llrnlry*^ rin-rling witb Hhaw o 

curred. I'n go bark a littlr, Jat«r« liunrinuiti, thr unrlr i 
«J. F. Kimdiimn, thr imif^irnl rrltirt was n (‘ii.»h«-l llyronitr, ai 
ll«fd to write Shaw letters rontaining orrasttirtn} refrn-nres ‘ 
Henley, who also aclinirrd ('mhfi Hffrtm's Prtiff-nkm. Brlwri 
Euneiniiin, who had known Henley and iptarrellrtl with him, at 
Caihel Byron, Hhaw got into eorrespondetirr with Hrnie 
Among the various literary and artiatir Ihilritinw rhar 

pionship Henley mistook for rritirism, wiw M»r.iirl, J^Ir. Him 
tliu« explained the Hilimtion to me; 

” Ah I also knew MossarFu value, Henley imluml mr to wri 
artirleH on rmiiir for hi» paper, thr AVoft filMrri'rr, afterwiin 

the NaMoml ()hsert*er; and I did write »omr -not isiorr tin 

half a dtsssen—'perhapa not ao many. Hmlry wasi an iinpo'^ili 
editrjr. He had no idea of rritirium rxrrpi tt> glorify the nm 
tern he liked, ami pursue their rivals with tpdxotir jraloimy. 1 
api)reeiate Mozart without reviling Wagiirr was to llmley 
blank iiytintiee to Afosutrt. How, he knew I w»» whnt he ratli 
n VVagnerite, ami that I thought hi* to Wagiii 

mm;t jtu» «tupid, ignorant ami romtiHm. '‘ilirrrforr In* amus* 
himielf hy interpolating alnw* of Wiigner into toy arlirlr« ov( 
my signattire. Naturally he hwt his rontriliiitor ; and it wi 
highly rhararterislir of him that ht* did not iinderptand wh 
he could not get any more artirfw. from inr. At tlir »asf}r tin 
hi made the Nutmmd fihffrt*rr mi organ, pfilittriilly »i«l m 
dally, of thr rcminionest *cirt of phitoeratir and wciiild-lw ari^ 
tocratic Toryiiin, and clamouml in the uiiual forribb-ferb 
way for the atrong hand to * put down’ tlie wide 

then— in thr dghtir»— was thri‘atening iii«tirrrt'tkt«. For th 
sort of tiling X had no merry. I did not object to tall t«! 
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about hanging myself and my friends who were trying to get 
something done for the condition of the people ; but what moved 
me to utter scorn was the association of the high republican 
atmosphere of Byron, Shelley and Keats, and the gallantry 
of Dumas pere — another idol of ours — with the most dastardly 
class selfishness and political vulgarity. When Henley at last 
pressed me very hard for another article, I wrote him in a per- 
fectly friendly but frankly contemptuous strain, chaffing him 
rather fiercely as the master of his fate, the captain of his soul, 
with his head bloody but unbowed, and his hat always off 
to the police and the upper classes.” Shaw always believed 
that, even then, Henley was simply puzzled, and thought Shaw 
was only making a senseless literary display of smartness at 
his expense. 

Clearly Shaw was revolted by the atrocious vulgarity of Hen- 
ley’s politics as contrasted with the pretentiousness of his lit- 
erary attitude. The defence of Henley after his- death, to the 
effect that he knew nothing of politics, and that he placed him- 
self as to the politics of the paper in the hands of his friend 
Charles Whibley, disarmed Shaw, as I have good reason to 
know. For Shaw liked Whibley well enough, regarding him 
as a clever fellow in literary matters, but quite impossible polit- 
ically. Opinions similar to those quoted below may be found 
in the only criticism Shaw ever wrote of Henley— -a review of 
his poems in the old Pall Mall Gazette under Mr.' Stead’s edi- 
torship. The following quotation from a hitherto unpublished 
letter to me vividly clarifies the whole matter by defining the 
grounds of Shaw’s criticism of Henley: 

“ Henley interested me as being what I call an Eliza- 
bethan, by which I mean a man with an extraordinary and 
imposing power of saying things, and with nothing what- 
ever to say. The real disappointment about his much dis- 
cussed article on Stevenson was not that he said spiteful 
things about his former friend, but that he said nothing 
at all about him that would not have been true of any man 
in all the millions then alive. The world very foolishly 
reproached him because he did not tell the usual epitaph 
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monger’s Hok about ' Frauklin. u\y loyal frirntl.* Bui Ibe 
real tragedy alnnit the lim*iiie»n that a man who had 
known Btevenaon mtiiirmtely, ami wins wa* rither a penes 
tmting eHtic or nothing* had nothing In-tter worth saying 
about him than that he was orriodoiwliy stingy ahmit 
money and that when he pasml « looking glass he lookefl 
at it. Which Htevensord* parlour maid could have told an 
well an Henley if »he had hern silly niotigh to ^lipprwr that 
the average man i» a generous tailor in a iiu-lodrama, and 
totally incurious and unromcioua «» In his perstmnl ap- 
pearance, But it was always* iluw with Henley. He 
could appreciate litcralure and riijoy criticism. He could 
describe anything that mm forced tm hi* tilwrrvation and 
experience* from a tom-cat, in an area to » htwpital tjfwra- 
tion. (Jive him the thing to l» cipnmard, and hr could 
find its expreision wonderfully either in pro#** or verse. 
But beyond that he could not goj llm Ihingi he said-— or 
the things he wrote (I know nothing of hi» ronvrrMtion) -— 
are always ctmvcntianaliltes, all the worse l»cause they 
are selected from the worst part of thr great stork of 
conventionalities-"”- the ctinvenlirmal unroiivrntitinftli^nw, 
He could discover and encourage talent, and was tinw half 
a good editor, hut Iw could not krrp friends with it; and 
so his papers finally fell through.’* 

An in the case of hi« obituary notirri of Bir Augtiilui Harris 
and Bir Henry Irving, Bluiw was arru»rti of nothing »horl of 
brutality in his attitude towar*!* Ilriilry* lltr C’aalirl Byronite 
who had wishetl to see Hhaw*» novel dr«ti»tti«l, In the first 
place, Henley admired Bhaw* am! it »w»iirfi unp»nerou* for 
Shaw to repay him by a denial of the sort tif talent hr deiired 
to excel in. And in thr aeronil plarr* it lerfiirti Ici Shaw’s 
detractors that it wm« doubly uiigs-neroiis of a limit iiiund in 
wind and limb to rlinpantge a man who ww |tliy»ipttlly a wreck, 
fighting bravely agaiii»t itifinttily and I was not »«r* 

prised to find, on Inipiiriag of Mr. BIww hk »*! feliiigi md 
attitude in the mailer, that hr rrgaftW Iwlti rraww if 
absurd, sentimental and |.mijritlrm». 


TIIK AHT ('RITK? 


Peopit’ have a Htnntg fi't-liag,” Mr. Shaw explained, ** tluit 
if a man hiw IohI Ium luvirin^ or wi^ht hrnvflj in a noble caiwe 
the world w thereby bouiu! in dreruey It) aMHume for ever after 
that he had the eye of an ea^le and the ear of a hare.” He 
eontinued, impressively; “I htive never belittled a inififortune 
in that way. bong ago, when a blind ptud died, and certain 
maudlin speeeheH of hin were repeated in print uh expresaiona 
of the pathoM of bi» darkened exi.Htenee. I .nald, also in print, 
that he always »a«l these things when he was drunk, and that 
the fact that he was blintl may have ndtled to the pity of them, 
hut did not give them any sort of validity, 

** In the anme way when, in the Kurtjpean revolutionary 
movement, men rame with horrible experieneex of prison and 
Biberian wanderings on them, and women wht)»e huMhands liad 
bet*n hangtal or emninitteti suieide, I have always had to utund 
out agaiiwt the notion that they were the better instead of the 



diifthle |Mn»plr instead of reiiiforeing them. People who kam 
in suffering what they trarh in »«ng tpttally give very dan- 
geroun lewori«5 and I athnire Henley for having no doctrine of 
that sort, Ilwtde*, I have always abhorred the petty tiialoyal- 
ti#i whieh men call apariiig one another** feelirigu, 

** To make an end of the matter,** Mr. Hhaw eonehuietl, 
** Henley, though a barren rritie mid jioet, had enough taUnit 
and eharartrr to rinmiittfid plenty of ronslderatitm. A man 
cannot be everything. I am m fond of music an Heidey w’n» 
of liter at uiY,** he ndttwi, hi* grrydiliie vym twinkling brightly 5 
** but I am the wo»i of |il«yer», ami have a very piH)r voire,** 

mi 
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'ri»‘ tipinitin lluil Shaw's art during thin is IrsH iriti 

cMting’ Ihnn Iuh hfi* tltn’s nut !HTr?i».arily invtdvt' niij ri’fliH’ti 
upon the value of hia eKperienet* hh an nri eritir in glvin^q^ i 
reetiun Hn»l lendeney t(» the stiljM'njuriit tjf his devt'lti 

merit. Indeetl Shaw han been iimttilj itifltii-nml hy w«»rkM of t 
m bin artiheial culture: he Ijah nlwnvs heiui inorr eouMeioui 
BUKcepliblc to music anti painting than to literature. It i» 


i 5 iirt and Michael Angelo count for n gr«'nt deal in the inaki 
of hiK mind. And, liowever paradoxical it may stnmd, ( 
Kiiglish dramatists after Shnkespeure arc practically ncgligtl 
as concerning their Irdluenee in the slevrliunmid of his netndi 


and highly 


recognition of WagnerX ovcrm-lielitiing grr{ilrir»s« ; hr* rapturt; 
delight in that king of musie-driunali»t», Mi«art ; hlfi dog^ 
attomptsi alone and unaitled, l« master the difficult ies of pmj 
forte playing, which eventuated in his laamming » rmgtml 
Hympathetic aecompaniit»^all early itinrkwl him ai a natui 
and uiullsc'ouragedly persistent lover of music. Ifis individii 
sludieH of Italian art, in iti history and its rx|ire«*i«n, wli 
he was still in hi.s teens, his fpiH|Uent visit?* to the Diihlin <ir 
lery» the many hours passed in London at the priceless plcti, 
galleries in ^Trafalgar Sipwre ami Hampton toiirt, tcMtify w; 
etjual forec to his sponianetniH prwK*rupnth>ti witli the Ik’« 1 ti 
has been thuugid and done in the world of art, It wtn 
carry one loo far aliekl to pursue the in«|Utry m to what 
fliienee Michael Angelo might ptwihly have exerted upon I 
dramas of Bernard Shna% But tlnre can In* Htlie chmbt tl 


“ profound and patient interrogation of reality.** Hhfiw, I 
cloio, searching student of life, foimil niitcild ifi»|iirtttit>n in I 
discovery of the genuinely natumli.#tic spirit in which Mich 
Angelo worked ! Wor<l« Iw once uwni iii ?%pi»ttking to me of i 
influence of Michael Angelo upon hw »rl are very ilkiuiinatl 
“ I never ihall forget climbing »n enorttuiyily Wght rickl 





ramework, tn rsiinpnuv nith Anniulc Krfuu'i*,** 1 h» mnarktnl, in 
rdcr to ft r lusjk »it tin- Drtphlr Sibyl, Wt* were ckwe 
ncjugli t» tnufli it with nitr Imiuts; {intl I wa« aurpriseti to 
iacovef thftt* of h*'*in^» it ijiutu’tl iinproHHivont'Si on 

taw virw. 'rhf «-t fnrr iniult u tmiu*n<hjua iniprea- 

lon upon uu'. For tho tiitif, I fully rtidiml that IMichaol 
ingrlo wiiK a icmtt nrlist, ami a grrat man as wrll — btciUiiae 
Is fVtry aiibjort i» a prr^*on of griiins. Hr m-vi-r hud n eom- 
lanplftt’o Him tmidrls iin* fs.trmjrtlinnry people, 

^hty ftk Sufirrinm and Sttprrwtnurn. 

“ Miidmel Aiigrio, yott «rr,** jsr rontiim*-d» “ tau^lit me thia— 
Iway* t{i put |H*o|»lr of ip-iiiiw into my w«rk». I am ulwayi 
etting a grniiw over « roinintmjditrr penmn.’’^ 

Irt thr miiin* spirit, Shaw praisrd ^lado^ Ilrown as a realist, 

• beeau«r hr had vitality rinninh l» find inlrnse enjoyment in 
he world its it rmlly i«, unhraiilitird, i!ni»lwdii'.eti, nntitivatec! 
n any wny for nrt'mt'w ron«nm|»tion.‘* The md^ mwuouii day» 
Irtanii of Itiwwtii, thr ixniflrmaiily dnuiuhlutimndiip of Leigh- 
oUi the wlitile nmmnttr trmd «»f F.ngli»!i art, with it» tlelimey 
if sentiment, iti ia-iinti. fanrynig, it* rralily 'diirking pliilcwo» 
jhj, found Stww mldly, rriirlly rornlrmnatory, ” Take the 
mutig lad'y piiiiilrii liy fngrr* «» * I, a for rsample. 

Imagifi*? having to nwkr r«»nvrT«ali«»n f«ir her for a couple of 
WUrs,” This gitr» thr tunr of lii« rritirwffj. His thT|a»st team 

m» ariiu*rd i»y that form »»f »rt whirh self up ** decorative 
nowil runt rusi tug foaratr ami rapturmi* vice with 

iliccl and languwroii* virlwr, making * I^ivr * face tnilh wayi 
li the uitivrr»«l «oftrnrr «iid rriirriorr.” Thr artist who iought 
,0 ilepict life with |*rrfrrt ifitrgrtly in tirowfung*! phra.»i% '** to 
iftlnt man niftii* wlwtrtrr thr ** tltt* artid who wnight to 
ixpre** till* vrmrity mid rr«l»ly «»f hfr rwthrr limn it» imagined 
Jtauty »nii pmdry, fwiiinl iti Hl«tw »« iifthraitating rlmmpioo. 

rhti for iiidi|piili«r<l rrahly was thr otitroinr of long 

mil clelilMmlr »ttitiy tif «rt rtoirmpng rarh of whirh 

lhl.w dclil^mlely ftirrrd t« fitriii «o intrHigmt and 

fonwioti* i»liin«lr, Ilip ^olid rewidtmin id hia 

illidl«, rt*ru«i a rtirh of I mnrmlH’r 

iMt when I wa# an arl crilir/* wrolp Stww w IHII7, ** wwl 
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when Aladux liAxnva’H work wuh aniy kut>wn to iiu* Iiy n few 
drawiagH, tri'ating Mr. KrHlfrirk Shi«<ldH to u rriticul domon- 
stration of Madox Browii’a drififiriH’is"^, poijjfing «)ut in onv of 
the drawings the lack of ‘beauty ’ in Hojur pair t>f ellunvH tlmt 
had more of the wa»h“tub than of * The 'htiilet of ’ about 

them. Mr. Bluelda contrived witluniit any Ina ach of goiul inau" 
ners to make it quite clear to me that he* eou'^idered Matlox 
Brown a great painter and me a ftjol. I renptTtfd lusth cou» 
victioni at the time; and now I xhare tJjem. ()jdy> I plead in 
extenuation of my folly tlmt I had become ho accuMtometl to 
take it for granted that what every Knglis!} painter wan tlriv" 
ing at wag the sexual beaut iftcation and mural idealization of 
life into Hometlnng as unlike itself as |n>»Hibli% that it «lttl nut at 
first occur to me that a painter could tlraw n plain wtniian for 


aa he lauded IbsetH and for the same reaHtin*. they both took 
for their themes “not yniitlp lieauty* morality^ gentility and 
prosperity as conceived by Mr, Smith of Ilrixton and Bays” 
water, hut real life taken n« it i«, with no more r*‘gartl for poor 
Smitli’n dreams and hypoerwie* than the meather ha^ ft>r hw 
Hhiny silk hat when he forgets his umhrellii.** ft u no matter 
for Hurprlse tlmt the uiiHliirking sttnh'nl of Moritihigieal eondi- 
tiona should have choMeii to write Wkhm’^n* //oiiari and 4/r#, 


not tlonc MO, Anti yet the eatlicdmity of his taste in art en- 
abled him ttJ realize, nut «imply one tisprel. of t*higli»h art, but 
the real English art-culture {»f to-day, ^fo Shaw, irulml, the 
iigniflcance of the motlern movement, in EngliintI bad it* germ 
in the growing Meuse of the naive dignity and rliitrtit ** of 
thirteenth-century work, in a passionate aff'ectioii for the ex- 
quiiite beautv of flftcenth-ceriturv art. “ The whole rhetoriml 
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school in liti'nttiirf, from ShiikcHprarc to Byron,” he 

once wroto, appram lt» u« in oiir pivhrnt mood only another 
aide of Hie terrihio f/fprim/ohu/r* fnnn Miclinel Angelo to 
(’anovft and 'rhf>rwnld‘««n, nil of whosi' works woidd not now 
tempt UH to part with a hingle hy Donatello, or even 

ft pretty foniutling bnljy by Dsdbi Uoldna.” He niftintftined 
that Wiilinin Morris made biiUHelf the grenleHl livijig miiater 
of the English langnage, Imlb in pro*.e and verse, by picking 
Up the trinlitiun «sf the literary art where Chaucer left it; that 
Bumc done** made himself the greatest niimng English deco- 
rative painter* hy picking up the tcHtlitieiu of hb art where 
Lippi left it, and utterly ignoring “ their Haphaeln, (’orreggioa 
and ituff”; and that .Mnrri» and Burne doncH, close friends 
and co-operntors in many a masterpiece, fonn the highest ftris- 
tocracy of Kngli»h art of our day.* 

The only controversial epir^lion that came up during Shftw*ii 
period a« a« ^rt critic wa» rained by the ImpreMioni«t« ; and 
hii ri’putfttiwi, with I hr «rlrcl few, for consistency is sustained 
by the course hr ii{|oplr»l. Hr rrcogttijecd ImpreaMionism as a 
new birth of energy in art, a movrtnent in painting which was 
wholly herieficial unit pr«grr»siv-r, and in no *en«* insane and 
decadent. t)c»pite the fart thiit the iimvement, like all new 
movementa in art, was arcimipanied by many atwunliliei— ex- 
hibition of countirsa daubs, the practice of optica! diitortion, 
the sulwlitution of ** ranviisr* which lookwl like enlargementa 
of tihsrurr pii«t«grtt|ih» for the fauuliftr portraita of ma«ter« 
of the hound* in rhrrrftdly tiiiuiistakiilde pink coats, mounted 
on bright chrstiiut hor^rs ** HImw «u|i|H»rt«! it vigorously Ih>- 
cause, ” bring the oufroine of brigblrtied attention and quick- 
ened con^iiniwipsi «n tbr part of it* tlisciple#, it was evidently 
de»ttn«l to improve pirlurr* greatly by Bub«tituling a natural, 
observant, real •tylr for « ronvrnlioiiaL lakrn’-for'grantrd, 
ideal one.” It is nwilra* to ®ay that did not fall into 

the Fhllwtinr trap and ftdk ** grernrry yiillery ” nonsru«r nlnnit 
Bume-Jofiw and the pre-liiiphrtrldr wIiuhoI; hi# iidnuratinti wa» 
chwktd hy llw rritiral fr»rfv«tioni. He applauded 


Cf, in tt» ti**t*^. Jmmrf imH, tw&. 


James Maris as a great |mi«teri ami he ulmnl tip fur Van Ifhde, 
not only in defenee o( hw pirturen «f Clirist wttrrtmntied by 
people in tall hats am! froek bill ako in favour of his 

excellent painting of light in a dry\ rri»p» difftiwe! way then 
quite unfashionable. But his most nigiinl art rritirism of the 
last decade, beyonti question, has had l« dt» with pln»t«grap!iy. 
In 1001, he announml that ** the ronquest by pli«t«jgritptiy of 
the whole field of monoehroinatir represent at ivr art may be 
regarded ns conijdeted by the work of thi!i year.** His p«wi- 
tion is based on the rlictuiii that ** in pht»tograpby, the draw- 
ing countH f«»r nothing, the thought and judgment rmmt for 
everything; whereas in the etching aiul ftaiibing pfoers»m*« 
wdiere great manual skill i« nwded to produre anything thiit 
the eye can endure, the execution rounl* for more timn the 
thought.** This is im new' or .iiichirn notion, dr rivet! from the 
atudy of some photographic exhibition, but the mature state- 
ment of a Judgment arrived at over a fpiarter of n rentury ago. 
In An (fmocml Sematisit Trefiwi* a^tounflfi Kr^htne and Sir 
Charles Brandon with those mnw rmmrkiiblr views tm pliotog- 
raphy which to»rlay, in the mouth of Brmrift rd Hliaw, »o tldight 
the patrons of the Photographic Siilon,* 
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which) of what wan tlu*n dune hy hru«h and pencil would 
presently he dom\ and far better done, hy the earnern. 
But it needeil Htniie iniaginnt ion, n« well m Home hardihood, 
to say this at that time . . , hecau«e the pholographcra 
of that ilny were lud iirtihln. . . , Let ua admit hand- 
iomely that wnne of the elder men had tlie root of the 
matter in them as the ytnmger men of to»dny ; but the 
process did nut then attrnet artists. . . . On the whole, 
the proeess was iml quite ri‘ady for the <n'dinnry artiat, 
heemise (1) it eouhl md ttnirh ctdtmr or even give colcjura 
their proper light vnlues ; (*i) the Impressiurdst movement 
had not then redhmnered aiui populari/ed the great range 
of art that lies outside rohmr; (H) the eyes of urli«t8 had 
been w Untg eihieated to accept the moit growly fictitious 
ronveiitioiw a« truth* of n‘|»re»entiiti«n that many of the 
truths of the focussing nrreen were at first repiuliated as 
grotew|Ue falsehomlMj (i) the wisle-angled lens did in effect 
lie ftlttitMl »■« tiulragroualy as a lloytil Acadetnician, whilst 
the anastigmat w$m n*Vfdtirtgly prosaic, and the silver 
print, ilmtigh m ei[i|ni»ile that the Wst will, if they lant, 
fcr line tlay priced by colirrtor*, w»« cloying, and only 
suitable to « narrow range of subjects i (ft) above all, the 
vcslrie* would cbrerfitlly pay fifty pound* for a villainous 
oil-painting of n hospitable rhairiiian, whilsst they consid- 
ered » guinea a fir«t'rate prirr for a do^m cabinets, and 
lwo»pi»unibtrn a noble bid for an enlarfi’iiient, even when 
tin? *aid cnlargmiriit h«ti been mttrii|Hdalwl io a* to be 
aa nearly a* possible as bad m the fifty pound painting. 
But all timt i» rbttri|C*-d nowadays. Mr. Whistler, in the 
teeth of « *t«rm of ignorant aiol silly ridicule, ba« forced 
iw to «ri|uirr a m’Uw of and bw« proilurcd portrultf* 

of ahiioil pbolograpliir r^crltnirr ; ibr raniern h«» tuugbt 
ua what wr really »«w «• against what the draught suns n 
iwetl to dam- «« ; and the trlrplioto leii» and it» adapt «tioii«, 
with the i««’ltr*iliwtir fdalr and M*ret*n, and the vtiricly 
and iiiaiwgr»hlriif»» of iwwlmi printing prore»ftcti, have 
converted the ifiteliigriil stti»i*hrd the ptclurc’ 

fancying critic*, amt prothtrrtl exhibition* such a« tbow 

itn 
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now opi‘n at the I)uiil«'y nmi NfW which may 

be visited by I«‘«ph* wlu>, like liave long Mince 

given up m unfiulurahle thr foilie.H aiui bibehooclK, the 
tricks, fakt‘8, happy accidents, and dcMcdiiting convent ions 
of the picture gaUvricM. The artist « have wtill left to 
them invention, dulttcticn, and (for a little while longer) 
colour. But Melcction and reprcscntatitni, rcjvering ninety- 
nme-hundredthi of our annual output of art, hehnig hence- 
forth to photography. Someday the cfuiiera will do the 
work of Velasques and Peter dc Iltjoglte, colour and all; 
and then the draughtsmen and painters will he left to 
cultivate the pioua edifications of Itaphnel, Kaullmch, 
Delaroche, and the designew of the S. I*. C‘. K. But even 
then tliey will photograph their model* instead of draw- 
ing them.” * 

In a paper Maurice MActcrlmek wrote for Mr. AHnn Lang- 
don Coburn, who kindly gave me a copy, hr charges art with 
having held itielf aloof from the grmt movement which for 
half a century ha« engrosml all form* of human iictivitj in 
profitably exploiting the natural forces that fill heaven and 
earth.” Maeterlinck laudi Uie camera m an instrument of 
tlumglit, proclaiming it tlie bcit of mediunw, la^rausc it wrvei 
** to portray objects and beings more ipnckly and nmre accu- 
rately than can pencil or crayon.” diwt Martcrltnrk con- 
cludes that thought has at la«t foimcl a fiwurc through which 
to penetrate the mystery of tliii anonytiiotw force (the «un), 
” invade it, subjugate it, anirimlt it, and compel it In *ay such 
thiagi m have not yet hmi ««id in all titc realm of chianiiciin), 
of grace, of beauty and of truth,” m 8h»w exprcMCM hli htdief 
that ” the old game i» up,” ami that ** the camera h»i hope- 
Itssly beaten the pencil and paint-hrunh a* an in*tni«»nt of 
artiitic representation.” 

Shaw ii a vigtirrnw champion of the photograpliir art In its 
integrity I atterafits at imitalton of etching or painting draw 
his hottest fire, 'rtie idfa of »#n«itivt photogriiplM^ra allowing 

♦ TA« bf a. Sereani fcw. In tb» Ftola#- 

raphfr, October M, llSOl, 

ti* 




Hicniht’lvcH l<i i>‘' Indl (iozt'il into ln*fiiing pfiinting, not an an 
obKoh'tt* mnkr?*!uft uhirh th«*y hnvo HurpanKcd and superseded, 
but as a glorinus uli'ul tu whieh they bnvt* to live up!!! One 
day Mr. Shaw wan slunving' nu- stnue strikini^ examples of his 
own pljoltigraplue work a retunrkahle pielure of Sidney Webb, 

I reeall in enpeeial, an ellVet got by omitting to do something 
in taking the photograph. Mr. Shaw remarked that some of 
the mo^t nnitiue and fnutaHtlo pjeturen be had ever taken were 
the resullH of aeeident»i. One day, for iuntance, be spilled some 
boiling water t<ver a photograph tif himself, whieh immediately 
converted it into so capital an imitation of the ilamaged parts 
of ManleguaV frescoes in tMantna that the print ilelighted him 
more in its min than it hatl in Its original sanity. And, in 
view of his violently ex presml detestation of photographic imi- 
tation of painting, it is very refreshing to hear him confess 
that hi« own experience a« a critic and picture fancier had 
iophisticated him so thoroughly, that ** those accidental imita- 
tion* of the products of the old Ifuttcr-fingered methods of 
pielurc-making often ftwriipdc me »o that I have to put forth 
all my atrength of mind to resist the temptation to Iwcome a 
iynlematic forger of damagctl frescoes ami Gothic caricatures.'’ 

Mr. Hhaw was harshly ridiculetl and sharply cenmirtHl for 
permitting the exldbition In IDOfI of a nude photograph of 
himwlf by Alvin I^angtion Gohnm. In this connection, I recall 
a conversation with iftduarfi J, Htrirhen, who was showing me 
a collection of hi« maiterly prints, including «‘veral nudes. 
The fares of the nude figures were avertiHli and Btcichen told 
me, with ft laugh, that Hhaw Imtl ridicitled him unmercifully 
for |M*rmitiing hii siihjectji t«t call attentiiin to their emharrasK* 
meat and ihanw hy averting ttirir faces. And in IWl, Air. 
Shaw wrote: 

♦♦The camera will wit build up the human figure into a 
momiritental flrtlon m Aliehwrl Angelo did, or cod it cuu" 
ningly into a dectirativc one, w Burnc’-tlonr* did. But it 
will draw It it is, in the rlraTwl purity or the softcRt 
my*trry, »»« wi dmught*rtmn ran or ever rmdth Ami by 
Bw icficuwn^f of it* veracity it will make the slightrit 
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lubricity intalcrtibh*. ‘ NtufcK fremi the Farin Hulon * pass 
the inuml aetrm In’cniisf tiiry juntify tlieir rank m ‘high 
art ‘ tjy the acute horcthnn inta wliirh they plunge tlu; 
spectator. Their cheap ami vulgar appeal h nullified hy 


One morning in Pari«, cliirmg the prmtl that Hhaw wm sit- 
ting to Hadin, ('olmrn, with hi» ramrra, nttighl Slmw rawing 
out of his morning hathi wliermptm hr ktighingly Imtle Bhaw 
to “ be Htill ami look pleasant.” ** I rasimlly aiifmtned, m near 
ns I eould recall it,” l^!r. Hlmw told rm% *' tlir pose of H«din*« 


not like ' Le Pfn»tur, at least my piwe is n«t im 
Shnw permitted the photograph to hr put on v% 
ohJeet‘le»Kon» ho ti» Hpeak» to the photograplue 
Steiehen exprensed it to me: “ I tH-ltrvr 3rtr. HI 
show the emiragi‘ of hi« convictions* by puhlii 


critic and clear thinker pur tjtcrlitnrr^ wouhl ««fur«lly prefer 
photography to painting. When away from I.ondoii lie i» «el» 
dotn to be seen without a camera ilung over hi>» shoulders ; and 
h® has Iwen taking picture*, awl dabbling away at intrre»ting 
photographic ^•xperimefiti, for iiiafiy yr»r». Wifliotit lalrnt m 
an arti»t himMclf, hut with alinoit « jmtsion for photography, 
wt netd not he aurprised to hear him |ir«>*r tin* phiitographer 
beeaufc he ii fm* of “that rhim»y tool- -tlir humfin band-” 
which will always go ii» own aingir way, and no other.” 





Stciehen and Coburn* he has told me and he has told them, are 
the two greatest pludographers in the world; and he once aaid 
to me of {’cdniroj “Whenever hia work does not please jou, 
watch and pray for a while and you will find that your opinion 
will changi*.’* * 

To Shaw the true eonqueni of colour no longer seemH far off 
in the light of Lumi^^re’ii {liscoveries, and the day will soon come, 
he surmises, when work like that, of Hals and Velasquey. may be 
done by men who have never pairdetl anything except their own 
nails with pyro. “ An to the painters and their fanciers, I 
snort defiiinee at them; their day of daubs i« over.” Ho once 
declared for two photographs of himself against anything of 
Holbein, Hemhramlt, or Vela»quess. ** When I compart* their 
subtle tliversity with the monot«mtni« inaccuracy and infirmity 
of drawing*, I marvel at the gnwa absence pf analytic power 
and of imaginatitw which at ill »et» up the works of the great 
iminters, defects anti all, as atamlnrd, instead of picking out 
the qualities they achieved ami the possihilitieM tfjey rt'vealcd, 
in spite <»f the Imrlmrotis rrmlity of their methotli,” There are 
certain quite definite things the photographer has not yet 
achieved; Hhttw*s iumgsuatitm m a creative dramatist teaehci 
him th}», even though he in*»i!»ts that the decisive cjuality in n 
photographer m the “ faculty t»f weeing certain things and be- 
ing tempted by tlirm.” (kear Wilde acutely remarked that in 
certain mmlrrn intrlraits Hftrgrnt\, nolaldy, I should aay--- 
there often a» mueli of the artist ns of the subject. Ber- 
nard Hhnw insists that in the pirlnrial and tlramatic phuHcs 
of the photographir art t»f the future, lioth the artist and tin* 
iubjert nni»t la* imaginative artists, working in eonjunetion. 
” to the rrralivr, dramatic, story tidling |)idnters ('ar- 
pacciii, and Manirgua, and the miraculous Hogarth, for ex- 
ftinple-'-dt m clear that |di«togrtt|»hy ran do their work only 
through tt CO •operation of »itlrr and ciiftieri«t which nssinuhdeft 
the relations of artist and model to those at present fxistifsg 
Wtween playwrigtd and actor. Imierd, just as the playwright 
ii iometimet only a very hunthlr cinployee of the actor »>r 

• Hhaw*« nrltrlr, ta ttw 

Magmim, May, l«». 
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nrtrt'Ss it t‘oni‘«*i'nltli‘ tluit ift nnci didartic 

j>h<)tf>grn{>hj ttir j»ri‘di*ujii}unl purtjur wjH iml in* lu-rrssnrilj 
eitlun' tlu* ph«tt»g’m|ihfr nr thr iu<»drl* Init mldrlu'Vt'r 

of tlin? twain prmirilmtt‘#t llir rarrmt «rt t«» tin* ru-tjjHTfttirm. 
Already that itwtinetivf nnimal, the |ud»I»i\ ijorn iiit« #t ^jop 
and iaj«; * Have you any photograph* of .Mr’s. lAitrirk t'amp- 
btdl? ’ ami mit * Have you any ph«»logrft|dtM l>y l**.llodt and Fry, 
Downey, etc., etc.?’ Thr Salon i» altrring tld^, and photo- 
graphi are becoming known ft» Ib-rmtcliva, Ilollantl D«ya, 
Horaley Hinton*, and »o forth, a* who slonthl »ny Cfrmm'n^ 
Hoppners and Linnelb. Bui, then, thr Salon not yt*t 
touched the art of Hogarth, Whrn it dc«‘«, ‘ I1ii- Hnkr’* Prog- 
rei» ’ will evidently di'|M'«i! a« tjiurh on tin* gfiiiiis of thr rnke 
as of the moraliat who «|urt**r» thr inilb, ami thru wr shall sec 
what we shall scc^** 


rill'’, MlfSIC CUITIC 


"fOHNll Jit IIA.H.S|;TT(1“ AND “(I. II. H," 

** W in « htirr) i‘» « utiirmln i t* It S , m he nrvrr nmtmlta Wmiclf 
«t «, 5itii»Jrrt Mulii iir femma nt tr»nt aU titn« m tttuch «bout it «J 

jay dki.” =‘" ti» the H’lwrW, Jstimarjr IHiji, jMiis, 
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I N* IHHH ji gcnllrmnn tlr^rriluu! In tlu* World ai, that Hnio m 
“a »tnlr»iniin nnuu-t! 'Pay Pay,"* foiindtal the 

Star* claiming fnr it the distinct itm of tlie ftrst and only half- 
penny paper, ami ignoring the Kcho, which early aiiccumbcd to 
the treatment. t)n the rcctmuticndalitm of IVIr. H. W. Massing- 
ham, Shaw wan placed im the rditurial ataff nn leader writer, 
an the srcowl flay «f the paper’s exwterice. At tlmt time the 
Fabian Smnety had jiwt invented the mitnictpal mocHfleation of 
Badalian* calied Progre«»ivi»itu and the iole object of Shaw, 
then a “ mwlrraie anti ronstihititinal, but itremious Hodalisit,** 
in joirdng the Star wm to foist thii new invention tipon it m 
the Imteil tliiofc in Lilwralitin. !iere ShawN “ impoMthiliim " 
broke out wor«e than ever; ami BIr. CPClonnor, an Irithman too, 
and a ikillrd journalist in the bargain, wa* not to be taken In. 
Hr refuseit to print the artirlci. ** Then the Fabian Boeiety 
ortlerrti all iit tfirful»rr» tt» write to the A’fnr," n'Ctmk Shaw, 
“ expressing indigritini Miirpriw at the hikrwarnmess of iti 
Lilwralism and the rrarl ionary ind ohwiete character of it« 
view«. '’rhi* was more 8tirrr**ftil i the pa|«*r lM*came Progrciiive, 
and Ifowloii row* »o prompt !y to tin* new programme, that the 
flr«l Fount y Fmiiiril rirriion was f might and won on it. The 
Lihi'riil Iradrfs rrmorwt rated almost daily with T, P., lieing 
utterly lH»wildrrwl by wbnt w»* to them a moit dangernus 
herwy. lint the Star artirlw Wcttine more and more Pro- 
grwiive, then idtra^Progn'Mivi*, tlien pwitively Jacobin i and 
the further lliey went the ladtrr London Ilkrd them. They were 
not, I tK*g Iti say, writtftt by me, but by Mr. II. W. 
Mawingham.** I 

* Uf, T. P, m\mm»- 




ley, the (liitinguished drsmiilir rrilir af tlir I'lmfg, wa 

then the Star mun ” in the tlieittrrf*, «it»t iilllimigh hi* wa 
more fnitidiciua and digiiifirtl fhiitt thr inrnrrijftblr IlAssetlci,^ 
he wa» quite at amuiin^. ** I mn far fnuti dniying that « mai 
of geniiw nmy itwke even a nrw«|iftf»«T n«lirr «f tin* linyit 
Aeademy or of » ‘ Mondity Fop.* jM'nsisitirfilly vidiisihlr am 
delightful,*’ ^^r. Arrher onre Mid* ** idl I iii*tint«i« is th«t \ 
niHuredlj takew a mim of genius to rh» »«. Mr, llerfiaril 8hn^ 
. . . JiHM to my thinking a prruhnr griiiut for bringing dny 
hy-day inuMieal entiewm into vital rrtelion with »*theti« a 
large, and even with rfluVs and politir^ • in » w«wh witl 
life. , . .** Aernrding to hi.a ** Tie 

iflth, 1001) 1 ^*1 well mi»eint»rr that ll^ ftr»l |wr«fr#|i)s I wmte w«« ti 
referrner to the 0r»t nwreljrf of the Blttr, whirh hwl jm% t»erti puMIshet! 
Mr, T. I*. O'Ctmioif, J» his* «lltcirl«| Ii»«l im^m twity fthlbn 

thttjpk*. * If.' tie tsad wrlllrn, *wr rnwl4e the rlwirwniw*** tw |*til lw« lump 
of iwpr In her tr« Instrad of one. Il« »r fttwII twl Im¥*» wi»rl*,i*d In win 
My ewntnent on w«s tlwt If Mr. fF€’«nft«r *i*rr !» ftml thiit etwt 
IWTOW did not tnhe nugnit in ttirir Ira. his irnfM-r mmM, |»rr»«i»»*l4y, rm» 
to b« taned. ... 1 t|tn»tr it ntrrrly to ih** ifi«l I, »lw ««i •llli rrfartte 
u a young writer. mt% r^aelty r«nti«te with Mr. Vm It wm In thl 

wry Rwnter of tlie Hi*if tliat Mr. Hhaw, » ttl nwfle hi 

flttt bw to ttw piddle.** Thi» latter fctotwwiit, I 

«wntiaUy eonwt. 
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Siar'^ own eritir,’’ hk Hhuw wa« dtmomiriaU'd at the 

time, iwed the w*»nl inttsie in a plntcmicnllj eomprchenBive 
Dense; for he \^rote idnutt nnvtluni^ and everything that enme 
into hi8 head. He uitee j«|H>ke of hif, cMthiiuti in the Stetr, signed 
‘n’nrms tli Hithw-Sto,” ns *' n mixture uf trivinUtj, vulgaritj, 
faree and tumfmdery with genuine eritieism,’’' (Jenrge Henry 
JLewt?«’ style, n^ Mr. Areher hujt }»hrew<ily ohserved,* reminds 
one «f that uf “ Ctirnn di Hnasettu*’; hut the dramatic essays 
of U’wes, Hhiiw freely rnnfe»»r**, are miles heymul the crudities 
of l)i Ihwsrttu, idtlunigh the eumhinatiuu t»f a lahuriuvis criti- 
ciim with a reckle»»ly flippnnt manner is the same in hath. In- 
deed* BhttW** taduinn in the Star wuh perhaiiM the mast startling 
tvidenta? of the in^iirgmey ami ietimu’hwm of the New Jour- 
naliiin a* rrprewided hy the Star, its foremast exponent. 
Imagine a colyiiiii a wrrk in the sprightly vein of the fol- 
lowing: 

I ware others that nnwir is wicked. It is 

ttlmiiclotiril slufl* : rvvry armit in it i« a wmp of the fingers 
in the face «f moral re%|«iit«iiiihty, every ripple and 
iparkle on it« mrfnrv twil» me for my twdotalism* and 
mock* at the early rising Hldrh I fully Inteml to make a 
htthit of wMinr day. , . , In iMr. tVlIier** m»re», muiiic is 
still the rlw»tr*t uf the mu«*«. In ilffenhaelJM slie b~ 
what I *»y? I mt\ astmiiMtl of her. I no lunger 

wonder that the Clrnnaii# ranir l« Paris nnil iMpprtssed 
her with lirr and Ititmdrr, Here in England how respert™ 
ahle ihe wl Virtuous and rti»tiriilly innorent her iix-eight 
me»Ufrii are. etrn whrtt lh*rt»lhy sinf», * C‘ome, fill up 
yoilf glaw to the hriin*! Bhe iraritcii tier niorak frcun 
iiindl#!* her kdyhkr mniiner* fnwi Idendelwihn, her sen-' 
titiitnt fmm tlir * llailiff** Il«iigld»r of I*li«gttind lint 
liften to Iwf in Paris, with IlffVnharh. Talk of isix-eight 
time; why, «t tlir nrpond *nniy ram* 

off again in » wild Ilarrimtialkw, Balurnalkn, pelt icon t 
ipuraiiig, irrerlainwlilr, *li«rkifig 

* Itt tetn^ticlliw t» Ifep Mrmp4 »/ Jmkm E*»Mfrr »mi «/rwrf« 

jCf y 
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No more accurate cIiHnu'teri/.ntitui of the work of Dj Baa- 
aetto can be eonceiveti limn in t<» he fmuu! in Shaw'a own ccm- 
feaaion. He aecurecl the privllegi-s he usurped, he «aj«^ in two 
wayn: firat, by taking care that *'{'onn} di Bnsaetlo ” ahtnild 
idwajM be amuHjng; and, aecoruUy, by using « etumiderahle 
knowledge of music, which nobtnly suspected Ittm of posHcMsing, 
to provide a aoHd subatratutn of genuine criticiHin fur the maau 
of outrageous levities and ritlictdinis irrelevancif's whh-h wert‘ 
the dramatic charactcristica of Haasetto.” ** 1 tiim'say tla'ac 
articdea would seem shabby, vulgar, cheap, silly, vapid 
enough if they were dug up and exposetl to the twentieth cen- 
tury light; but in those days, and in the ctnitest of the topici 
of Umt time, they were suffieiently amusing to serve their 
turn.” ** 

It will be recalled that Shaw, frtjm his early chihlbood, had 
been in close contact with the best that Imtl been thought, felt, 
and written in music. It was hi« practice m a bcjy to whistle 
to himself the operatic themes he heard continually practised 
at his borne, precisely a« a street |/#iwla whistles the latest piece 
of ** rag-time.” He was intrwluced to Wagner’* uiumIc for 
the first time by hearing a second rate military bam! piny an 
arrangement of the T(innhiiuit(?r march. He thought it a rather 
commonphu’c plagiarism from the famous theme in Her 
FrelnchUtn, This boyish ifnpres««itfn wa* exactly the satnr as 
that recorded of the mature Berlior, who wits to Hhaw at that 
time the mertfst shadow of a name which he had rent! once or 
twice, Shaw learned his notes at the age of st'sleeri ; and al- 
though for a long time thereafter he inflicted untold suffering 
oa hii neighbours, be Ijeeame in time i|uite » good nrrompaniit, 
la tlie early days in London, when he w».» not bilwiriously writ- 
ing five pagoK a day on one of his no%‘rl», Htmw tirraiiniially 
tried hii hand at musical composition, «! writing arid setting 
wordi to niiwic. I have before me nnw « foldwl »brrt of pink 
paper, dated ** iStl of June, IBIil,” in Slittw** fine handwriting, 
oa which he bad written miiiic for one t*f Shrllrv** iioem*. Hew- 


TITK MtlSIt: OUmo 

fiheet, in Bhaw’^ hnritl, i« {'opicd the poem, headed Lmes^ 
Iwgmnhip;: 

** Wlirn !lir Imuji i** •thntlrrrd, 

Tlir- U^ht lit thr ihlnt llrB dpfttli} 

WIh’Ji tlif t’lotitl Ifi w'litterfd, 
llte rnlu^Hiw's jjcUtry Jb shed) 

« Whrts the lutr l« brnkrn, 

Hwrrt iiiitrB nrr rrtnriiidH:*mI not} 

WHr'n ttw linvt' jijMikni, 

I^tvett Hcfcjtt'i nrr wmiu forgot," 

Slmw wa« deeply ititeivHti-d in u Htiuly «>f Wn^ru'r’M nm«ic, and 
took great paitt« in studying Wagner's tnetliuds of eomptmt- 
ticm. 5 have seen Shaw’s nuisieai ntdes made during this 
period sheets uf still’ paper on whieh he had written out the 
nnisieid aenres of the vnritnia illstinet IHt mvtlfs m the Wag- 
nerian operas the Hing motive, the Hheingold motive, etc^ 
ete.*"' witi» fine marginal stenographie notes in the Pitman sys- 
tem. He onee made tpiite w stmly of eounterpoint ; and, m 
we leartuni in an earlur tlmpter, neipuretl n grounding in 
“Temperament ** through hU nequuintanee with his friend, 
Jamw lafH'ky. When 0‘( ‘minor transferred Hlmw from 
the eilitorial «tnlT to the po-^t of imisjeal eritie for the iVh/r, 
believing timl he eiujld do m% great harm there, his wisdom was 
ju»tifi«l hy the result. All lu» r%|ariem*e in writing and enti- 
ei«m on the Siiir, eomhineil with his early knowleilge of music, 
fillt-t! BImw’s hand* with weapons. And when l.nuis Kngtd, the 
“best hated mtisiral eritie in Kiiroja-,*’ a» Hlmw ealb him, found 
it nerewary to give up his posititm a* mi}»«ieal critic of the 

Wwitit hii post fell to “ f’ortio di Biis«ett«.“ 

At the time when Hhnw first entered the li«t« a« a unwieal 
critic, he wa» ptwaeaned iif the strongest eonvietioui on the «uh- 
jeet of music, iiumiriiirii, and true musieal genius. In Larr 
Aw&ng Ihf ArltMit Hlmw h«» given eiLprv*«#i«ft to hi* decided 
view* conrrniiftg the prilnntry of the arailemie whooU, the 
ahturd jargon t*f r«#n*rntitfri«i nnisiral rritiriam, and the 
VACilitj and iiiron»***|itrtier of nil niusie, lm«*d on nudhod ahme, 
which dwi t»»t romr into liring fhr*«igli unaffretial mtlmsittsm 
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of pewoniililj, Tht* jim.'.irnl rritit'i.HUj which tnkc« t!u‘ annljHm 
of Bat’ll in B minor*’' aft Hh pcuiit of tlcpartun* in there helil 
up to unmt'asurrcl scorn. It j^eeitH Hoinethiug nmre than a 
cuincicleiirt* that the AVtmhmre of thi.n very subject^ with all 
its implications, shoultl have been the condition on which Shaw 
began his career as a critic of music. In ctmnrction with his 
appointment a« musical critic of the *S7nr, Shaw rcIntcM this 
story of Mr. O'C'onnor; ** He placed hims^clf in my ImndK with 
one reservation only. * Say what you tike,* he saitl ; ‘ hut foc~ 
(here I omit a pathetic Oriental ndjurathm) tlon’t tell us 
anything about Bach in B minor.’ It was a Imld speech, con- 
sidering the superstitious terror in which the man who has 
the abracadabra of musical technology at hi» fiiigera’ end holds 
the uninitiated editor; but it vimvvyvil a gtdrlrn ndc.” Shaw 
was in perfect accord with the t*ditor in the belief that “ Bach 
in B minor ” is not gootl critiristiit not gocMl mmH\ not inter- 
esting to the gtmeral readen*, not useful to the utiident. He 
fulfllled his part of the contract far more conipletely than the 
“ (Ihinese statesman” had any right to expect. Not only did 
Shaw not tell us anything about ” Bach in H minor”: lie spent 
six years of his life in bolding the practice up to ritliculc and 
contempt ! 

Bernard Shaw brought hi* critical faculty ttj tmar upon music 
in England during the period when the iiradcndr ftwium held 
full sway. There wa« a large reserve of native nnMtcal talent 
in lOiigland at this time, but it foutul notliing like full scope for 
its tlevelopmenl, largely ImcaUM* «»f the rotimiercial pandering 
to popular taste. The so-called master# of con temporary 
muiiic in England were idl reared on the niethwhilogy of the 
ichoola. Dr, Mackenssie, the Principal of the Moyal Academy 
of Music, was probably the lender of the academic faction. 
Sir George Grove, author of that stanikitl work, the t>k$lm^ 
ar$ of Mumclanst was an honour«i figure in the world of music. 
Dr. Hubert Parry, at the height of hi-« creative activity, was 
wnting and occasionally conducting hi» oratorio*, wicti a# Job 
and JndUh, Thcae and other earlier work* of bis— motably, 
VAUigto id H Pmakrom and Pnmtrihrus Hliaw took the ut- 
most plsaiurt in dtclaring to ** without any merit whatso* 

me 
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tu* ** th*‘ utufit c'UftH jjM’fitiUH fiulu {it'Kpilt* thfir fine* 
ft't'lijsK* thrir f*c*ru{Hi}tnj<it int»tli*rnli(in« m\t\ ollu*r pIt»fiHnnt and 
|it«rff{*tly t ru<* irrrlrvitiirii's. At tlu* Albert HhIIi Sir Joseph 
linruhy, Priiunpiil «tf tin* Htivnl Hut-ifty, In \m nwwirnd 

find ctUHplHe’rtit ntylr, w«*< tliohi* iuuiljcrin^ rhoirii 

which rtrr Mtill Ih** pritlc tif Britnin, VillIt*rM Stanford^ 

tiint Irish pnifcs^nr evre in a world nit ideas, waa writ- 


in#? hi« Kdrri. aiul «nrk«, whirh mtilUa! lain to a high 

jjlnct* in tile caunriU of lu-adfuiirism. Ciuring 'riuanan, for hin 
BVh, and utluT u|H*ra«, had alffatly attained a poiii- 
tiem as a dramatic rotnpmrr. wtiich, aeeorrling to Hhaw, at 


Irasti ** pifterd the proiit}etii»« of an opera of his beyond all 
niwpicitm as n Irgitiintile iirtiatir enterprise.” Arnrdd Dol- 


find etiewhere which rlittriiiwi Arthur Hymorw yeiterday m they 
charmed Ilrrnanl Hh»w loon iigo. (»iUa*rt and Bullivan had 
once more joined forrra in M'oring another operatic 

triumph, »«mrwhat lr*!i drei^ivr and rnnipifuou«» it muit be 
confessed, than F#ii«/orr, Tk^ Mikurlt* and Tkt PimieM of 
M*enneinr^. t‘«wrn wa* wdniiing enrmnkittw ai a conductor, and 

, « # #% .. &!ll . .. . A » . % 


iinany, Wagner, like Ih«r«, »«« «till »n oft’ertstve impiwtor. But 
Ashton Klli»*i r^hrtijfttivr t»»k of IranaJating Wagner*! work! 
wm ilowly promiiifsgj and Artiihrtplrr, Uiat Bayreuth exten- 
»irm lecturer, *ri to wiilril by Blmw in the Alar and in the 

W&rki, wa* paving the way for a more ^nrwl ciirnprtdifniion 
and appreriatlon of W'«gnpr In Kfigland. Fadtrcwikl wn« 
•lowly moimtifif t« the fnwitkm of the forpmo«t living pianist, 
»nd Balti had la^giin Iti give Itrr ** Faftwcll C’oneerti.” 

In mii*lc*wl rritiriiitt, m in all other pliMCi of lii« strangely 
divertifiwt rarwr, Bliaw l» ew»«tklly m twoliitiunary, Ili« at- 
tjiek ufMin l*arry‘s Joh, »» he ilwa?* ffwintainpii, thrwteneii to 
eall forth a grrat natloti*! pittlrtt I He fought for Wagner 
with the iwtir »t«ltitittfi»rf tnthtiiiMra which enlislwi liitn in 
the cause of Shnw. He had no lolerttnct* for any- 

J «*J.» » S « . I»JL» I . .* .Clf' .... . 
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jettlc)ilK WUK he uf hiM eritienl sense, for fear nf its pitsstitution 
by irrelevant beauty ur faetitiouH roiumtet*, that he steadfastly 
itecled hiinnelf against that subtlest af all furees in undermin- 
ing critical integrity - perHunal magnet iMm. 

Perhapa the simplest way tn arrive at a comprehension of 
Shaw, the critic of music, is by taking aceoimt tif his tastes and 
aversions. Far eicauiple, Slmw ustudly viewed Paderewski’s 
performances, at the lime wlien the Pcdisii pinnist wan first 
creating «uch sensations in England, ns brutal etsidests between 
the piano and the pianist tti settle the i{Urj«tt«>n of the survival 
of the fittest. The following description of bin sensationH on 
bearitifl' Paderewski is not witluHit its remiiider of that onee 


For Davirl Bisphain Bhaw hiul the »incrir«‘sl adiinratifin, and 
■the Do Iles/.kcs won his praise becaiwe, m he explained it, 
they iang like dignified men, instead of like male viragow in 
the dramatic Italian alyh*. He made ii point of iniistitig, tiow^* 
ever, that ^Idannrd de lie* Ac ocraiionally hi« power by 

‘•'wilful bawling** for the mere fun of making a thundering 


The refewmoi la to Ruhlaitrin. 


Tliw I*filts a i«»mir HiinI diiwn, but the 

Btitliilp »f lirr vi»H‘r m r\tm itfitl Iwautifuli anti this 

with hrr «fisijr|iii»»r»| |tlira»sn|f nfiil Hint drliftti* ttnu'h 
«.nii rsiirritii'r mmnmrr wliti'li iiink*? Itrr rtmiobU^ 
m riiUlfVtttitig* ruftlilr# hrr t« sMitifitttifi wh«t wm, tt» iny 
mind, alw»y« tlir l»r%l |wrt »if Iwr utd aiipremitry.” * 

Of th«t lirillimit ftrriitiiiit Ihr wife cif 

ShiW tiittt if it Wrfr jniu»s|»lr l«i llmt sill* two 

itfawi aliiHit wliiil »Iir idnfrti, ittinld Im* onr of tilt' ■ 

»t titeiitstr t»ti tin* whoir 

ti, II. B., Ill lb** flh* 
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and WJtlund any i-xt-fpiujn, in SIiuw'k ti|unitin, the greatcat 
violoncellint he hati ever hearth .ftmehim"« fiuenesH tif 
perfect dignity of style, and fitnr««s of phrn?.ing inipreswed Shaw 
aa truly nmgnifieenl ; and when he heart! him play Bach’s 
“ Chaconne in D minor,” hr rtmfi Hied that lie enim* an near 
as he ever came to calling anything done by mortal artist pt«r» 
feel. Yiaye, that other master-violinist, nuned Shaw m nmeh 
m he moywl Symons by the perfectly harmoniouH hlnnling of 
his every faeuUy, Shaw smilingly rcniimled all readers of the 
screed of G. B. S. that ” Decidedly, if Ysaye only per.HevereM 
in playing splendidly to u» for twenty five yearH more or «o, 
it will dawn on ua at la»t that he is one of the greate*.! of living 
artiits; and then he may play how he plea»ef» until he turns 
ninety without the leant risk of ever hearing a word of dis- 
paragement or faint prawe.” 

In Shaw’s view, Moiart m the ideal, the *t}|»reii}e composer. 
Again and again, throughout his works, SImw low Invinhed upon 
Mossart the finely-tempered praise of the clear rynl devotee. 
The erilical rating of a composer h overwhelmingly impressive 
when it i» supported by the avowal of pernonal imlehtiHlness ; 
and Shaw has frtHptently aMertwt that liiw influenced 

his dramatic works mort* than any K«gli"*l« drfinmtiit since 
Shakespeare. I rememher ifwctisfiiiig .Moiiart with Mr, Shaw 
one day; am! I took oceasion to e%pre»» my «crplirtim as to 
the poHsihility of any profound influenre exerted by Moxart 
the composer upon Shaw the dramatist. ” In a certain »eri«e, 
Mozart must alwmyi have !a‘ei} a model for mr,” rejilird Mr, 
Bhaw, “ Througlmut tite entire fM-riotl of my r«r»r m a 
critic of music, I alwniy« thought and wrote of Monart a?4 a 
master of juasteri. The dream of « rnusiciati i* to have the 
tidtnlt|ue of Mozart. It wm* not hit * divine nirltalie* * hut ht» 
perfect teclmicpie that profoundly influencrd me. What a 
groat thing to he a dramatist for just a* Moiart 

was a composer for cnmptiper»! First, and ainive all thiiigi 
ilscf, Moiarl was a mmt§r ttt 

Thi i#cond part of Fnmt ifiipr«»f?tl Shaw «» the iummit of 
Bchumaan’ji achieveitienf in dramatir mmu-i and he »'«* very 
ready to adroit that Bchumann liail at lea*t one gift which has 
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now* conit* to rnnk wry high finif)ng the qualifications of a com- 
poser for thf Niage; n strong feeling for hannony as a means of 
emotional eKpr<’Sfion. He nlwnvH fcmnd Brahms to be insuf- 
fernhiy tetlitniM when he tried to he profound, hut delightful 
when he iiierely tried tf» he plennunt and naively Kcntimental. 
“EuphusHm. wliieh In the beginning and eiul of Brahms’ big 
works,** Shaw remarks tn emmeetion with tlie “ Symplumy in 
E mintjr,” ’* »« more to my taste in muHie than in literature. 
Brahms takes an essentially eommonplnee theme; gives it a 
strange air hy dressing it in the most elaborate and far-fetclied 
harmonies; keeps hi» lanintenanre neverely (whieh at onee eon- 
vincei an I’htglish andienre that he must have a great deal in 
him) ; and fiwi« that a gtital many wiseaeres are ready to guar- 
antee him m th*ep m Wagner, and the true heir of Beethoven.’* 
Dvorak, Bohemia^ most eminent ereiitive unwteian, famed alike 
for an ineih«u»titdf wealth of melodie invention and a rich 
variety of rohiuring, m hy Hhaw m a romantic eom- 

po#er, and only that lli» ** He^piiem ’* Hlmw found utterly 
tedioua and iiierli«nir»b while hi* ** Hyniphony in H *’ is “ very 
nearly up t« thr Irvrt of a Ho»iint «v*«rttirt% and would make 
fscfllent proitti’fiiiidr i«u»ie «t thr sitnimer fitw,** The an- 
nouneemrnl of » tiy Dvorak »fferte*l Shaw very much aa 

would tlir announrrmrnt of a ” Divine Cknnedy” in ever «ci 
many wriliw hy Holirrt tmii* Htrvrnsnii! He regardetl Verdi 
m the grmieni of living tlmmatic r«m|Mi?»ers ; and years before 
Shaw began writing tmi«ir»l rritiri»fit, when Von Billow and 
ntbtri were r«ntriiipttt«ii»ly repudiating Verdi, Hhair wai able 
to dbeefrt in biiti « «mn litissrasinig more |M>wer than he knew 
h0w to ir«*, of» indwl, |HTt«ilt«l to use by the old operatic 
forw imp«»wl ittt bint by rirrtim*l«nrc».* 

For tb# itiirfiinly riwiui far lit red oprfmi of Balnl 8a.ifi«, Shaw 
f©!t not ii»f» flktaitp, but gmiiine r«nt«npt. A* Miim, in fact, 
M illicovrrril tl» «irt «f tiling that a Ffetteb composer 
dimwt ef a* llw of iifirfatlc itrbieveiiient, his artistic 

^patbj with Park wat ml off ut Die iiitin. Early in hU 
lit wbninty a.ii«ottitc^, lie ifiivt up Farli at impossible 

*I» tl^ r«»»p«r» arlkbi 4 W0f4 Mw» 

to dt VA VIII., M«.reb, ItOl. 
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from tlic artintif point of virw ! His clmrnfhTi/.ntion of French 
muiit* iis nothing short of Hrines{|ur. 

London I do not no murli mind. Ytnir average Lon- 
doner no doubt, m void «f feeling Lir tin' Hue nrt« as 
ft man can be without collapsing Imdilv; but, then, lie is 
not at all ftuhamed of bb combi ion. ihi the contrary, he 
ia rather proud of it, and never fcek ohbged t«» pretend 
that he l« an artial to the tips iif hia hngerH. Htn prc» 
tenccs ftre confined to piety ami ptditic*, in both of which 
he JM an unspeakidde impostor. It i» your PariHinu who 
concentrates hi« igmiraiirc arnl l»y'p«>cri»y, tmi on poHti« 
and rttligion, hut on art. In this itiiw hotrsmur state of 
aelf“Con8eiou»nca« he demnnds ataturs and pirturcM and 
opor&i in all directions, long lK*f{»rr any appetite for 
beauty ha« act hift eyci or t*«ra aching i »o that he at tince 
becomefi tin? prey of |a*tliint« who undertake to supply him 
with dftSMical worki, ami swaggerers who »rt up in tin* 
romantic department. IIenc«% as the Ibirisinn, like other 
people, likci to enjoy himself, and as pur*- pedantry m 
tediouB and pure wwaggering tirenoitic, what I*ari« chiefly 
loves i« a gt*niu» who ran make the rh«*»ir voluptuous Btul 
the romantic amusing. Awl so, though you rarinot wtdk 
through I’ari« without coming at every corner upon some 
fountain or trophy or numuimmt for wliirh the only pa«- 
sihle remcily i« dynamite, you can «lwi»y« count upon the 
design including a female figure free from the defect known 
to photographers as un«ler-expo-»Ufi* ; and if y»m go to 

the opera -which is, happily, an easily «v«id«ldr fute— 

you may wonder at the e^|i«*n«ite trifling that p«Mei ai 
musical poetry and drama, hut ymi will he romiwdbal to 
admit that the criiiipo»er tw« mnment*, rarrird m far m 
academic propriety ailmit*, in which lir ri»e* from sham 
bintory and tragtaly to genuine fwlka and barrafolki 
whilit there is, to b<»«t, always one happy half hour when 
th® optra-iingcr* vanish, and rapaltle, thoroughly trainwh 
Imrd-working, teelmicotlly skilled r^rriitwiiL enterfaiii you 
witli a ballet. Of course the bullet, like cverylhtng clw in 

g« 



PnrtN, w H provincial survival, fifty years behind English 
iinus but stiil it i« generally ccnuplele and well done by 
people who understand bullet, whereas the opera is gen- 
endly mutilated and ill done by people who don’t und«r- 
«taml opera.” 

Is it any wonder, then, that the ** tiiipot stage history” of 
Saint Huem* was the bane of Shaw’s existence atid the abomi- 
nation of his critical sense? Or that Olfejihacli’M uiusic struck 
him a« wicket!, abiunhujeil stutf? Ainl of Meyerbeer, then Ktill 
ngardetl in Paris iw n sort tif IVIichnel Angelo, he says: “If 
you try to form a critical scheme of the tlevelopment of Eng- 
lish poetry frtim Pope tt» Walt Whitman, you cannot by any 
stretch «»f ingenuity make n place in it for 'rhomns Moore, 
who is ttec*»rtliiigly either igiit»rial in such schemes tm else con- 
temptuously disnuwed m a Itowery t rifle r. In the same way, 
you cannot, grt BdeverlM-rr tniti the Wagnerian seheme except 
as the Autolyrus t»f the piece.” 

The moit significant fra lure of Shaw’s career m a musical 
critic w»« hi* rtmmpiturdiip of Wagner. Although he had an 
esaltwl adttiiratiott for Wagner, he wm no hero-worshipper, nor 
in tht? Ifiisl drgn'c blind to the ilrfecta of Wagner a« a coin- 
poicr who failed to prrwrrve plulosophic contiiniity and co- 
herenre in hw grratrst dranmtic wciiieveiitenl. The similarity 
of ta»te« ill imisir ladwcm Wagner and Shaw i» a very notice- 
shift feature of the “P. di 11,” and **(». It. H,” rriticiMtns, It 
wm to rxi>pclrd that Shaw tlir dramatist would admirr Wag- 
ner fur cafti|i«»*ifig iini»ir dr»ignrd to heighten tlie expresHion 
of human cffiiilioiK li** rndiird fully that such imwic wa« in- 
tensely ftlTrctitig ill the |»re»enrr of limt emotion, and utter 
apart from it. Like Wagner, Shaw had a deep love 
for Ifcelhovrn, an mltniriitiiiii .f»»r Moiart, and a «iiu’«‘re 

appreciation of the MrndrK»i»hn of tlir Scotch symphony. Aiul 
lie likewbr *li«rril Wagiirr’-a »tivrrrign rorilrmpl for the i-lforts 
of Hclniiiiiuin mm! Ilfithiiw to !«' ” profmiinl.” 

A Clerwan would laugh «* tio* notion Ifwt Wagner retpiired 
any ” chttitipiwfiifig ’* during year® from IKHK In 
iaeliiww, since tlic liayrryih prrfor«i«firea In-gaii in The 
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New York, Hlinw wniti* n rr|>ly tu Xunbut’n i^njtntrtiihm, 
which Wfi« then (IHilA) inakinif « Ki't-n! iui{»rrs‘»tt»n tm tin. 
Anierscim mind. 'Thin reply* mfitlrd J Ih-t/rm'rtsit’M flrt£< of 
Nordau^ Wfi» puhliislHHl in « dtaihle copy i»f LUierhi, espindallj 
printed to make rmnn fur it ; Mr. 'Em ker %ritl u eupy Ivj fvery 
paper in America; «mh as Sh«w iivi-rn, Nordau’s tnuik has 
never been heard of in nn American pnprr since, II wan un- 
doubtedly a great piece of journalism in tlnete days for .Mr. 
Tucker to pick out the right imui «« Sh«w umpies{i»njnhly 
wai~for that jstupcnduun task; »«d SImw utill takes mt uri"- 
holy joy in ahowing htm* 'Fucker the crank nhU* to iM-nt 
all the big fnjihiomdde edilofu nt their tiwit giune. IlruitlfH 
being largcdy imported in England* the artirir did Shaw a 
great private service. For wiirn Willusm Morri* read it, he 
at once threw off sdl reserve in ttilkiiig to Slmw idwiut modern 
art, and treated him thenceforth «» » iimn who knew enough 
to understand what might he wiitl lt» him «ft that »iihjrrt. The 
article contained, among many cdlwr iipmlly iihh* thiiig«, an 
eminently sane and intelligihic treat iiinil of tfir de%-ch»{iffient 
of inodem iniwic, and it« rrktitm to Wagiirr. Mr. Iltinrker, 
w‘ho regartls this as Hlmw*» finest pirrr of controversial work, 
rightly declared that it complrlrly pwrpi Nordau from the 
field of di scusMion,* 

'Fhe other piece of Wagiierian criticism hy which Shaw i« 
hesl known wan the suhjecl uf » letter Slniw imn* WTiitr to the 

• In the Irttrr .Mr, 'ruekrr wrutr in Mr. Shaw at Ksslrr, twt.l. Shaw 
once tffin njc, Itr walit tl»it }«• litirm' »«s tl>r »n4j ns«»« In llir w»irldl 

ctjwililc »f tttrkHnjc Ni»r«l«n »m hl« firlUs ni wt#a4r, lllrr^lwrr, |wln|« 

Inf, etc.i " Hr fjfllii m«l If 1 fiiHl *»»i ilw fipirr rwr |«I4 

hy» «»y* dw .MfiPifipnfh (tff « »ingi«' «rl4rir l«» unf wrilrr, fwl 

rlutilng (pjiilfeUntr nr wny utlwr rminrs!! }«««. I*r |«y otr ttmt «,«« 

fur A review tif ’ firgrtirrHUmi ' fur S»4s liiilr |*«|w'r. ymi, fr«Wi 

A nmn wIh> W«s jiuhlulann « |»«|W|“ at l»l» *mn r%j*r«ssr, m ra^llfw of 

making init nf it, awl »ft|» « r««aliirr*ttlr rl*«r»r*> tif flwitog W»» 

#elf In jirlwni wimr tiny ftsr slwmt latltltilkaa, 

Mr. Turkcr prolmUly workwl tlw»l4r awl »l»* i»lf f«f ihr 

Iwn or tlirw yrarw t» jwiy off wlwl ItM* »»lrro|iif«> him.** TtUa ^isy, 
wmtwwlwt wm iwrrttly |Frbni.«r|-, \mm} |iMi4lArit lo 

hy ItenjAWin It. Torkrr, K. Y. t« KwflAWil tty llir Jf* |jr«i- 

dtm----uiitlcr the tUk*, TA# «/ .Iri; *»# **f fA# 

A'awmMV abmt drii»t» kvhf 
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editor of thi' Acndtmii (Ortuher 15th, imW) : “ I Hoe you have 
hem nmunuu'ing- n hook by nw eulillefl, ‘ 'Plu' (’otnplJle Wag- 
neritts’ *’ writes Shaw, ** 'rids i« nn error; you are thinking 
of an rtiithor naine*{ l/.aak Walttoi. 'I’he huok» whieli in a work 
of great merit* even h»r me, h eathMl, * 'I'he Perfect Wag- 
nerited and in an ex|}o»ition of the phihiMophj of Ihr Ring des 
RUidungt'n, It m a («. Ih eSsenee of nunteru Auarehbm, or 
Neo-Protestantism. 'Phis lurid deHcriplitm «peakH for itaelf. 
An it has hern written on what the wlnde nie<Ilcal fneulty and 
all the hystanderfi declare to la* nty deatli-hed, it in naturally 
rather a hook of tievotion than iuie of thoae vain hrillianeieH 
which I was wont t«> give o!f in the days of my healtli and 
«lrength. P. H, I have just spntitieil my ankle in trying to 
master the art of hiryrhng cm one foot. T)d«, with two opera- 
kiotii and « f»ll downstairs, involving a broken arm, i« my 
record wo far* leaving me in enerllent general eondh 
tjon. And yet. they tell me a vegetarian can’t recuperate 1” 
In this cimimrnlary to wlmt hwl idreiuly been written by 
tnuitciarw who are no revolntionistis, and revolutionwiii who 
are no niiwiri»«!i,** Hhaw reads into Wagner far more Sociah 
ism than Iw had ever rr«d intt* Ilmen. lie took pains to haKc 
hi« interpretation upon the f«rt» of Wagner’s life ■ -his conncT-" 
lion with the revolution »»f IH-W, Ids asMiciation with August 
Hoecke! and .Michael llfikottnin, hi« later pamphlet* on ioeial 
evolution, religion, life, nrl, and the iiiflitence of riche* --rather 
than ti|«»n tii» recorded iittcrancm in regard to the apecifle 
mmningi of tin* **liing” intisir-iIrMnwa. It i« not difficult 
to iw«|f«i»% with Hhaw, t!»r portrititure «f inir capitalistic 
induitrial «y»tefii from Ihr Horiali»t |wdnt i»f view in the slav- 
try of the Hililung# ami the tyranny nf Allierich; hut little 
iipiiflcanc# ntl»rl»r« to «wrh cheap syiiihnlism. It In more 
difficult In idrtttify tlir young Hirgfrird with the anarchist 
Biktiuiiifi on the #treitgth of the latter*# notorious pamphlet 
dimanding Ihr driiiolili«» «f rti»ting institiitinn*. To the Ring 
nf ih0 Nliilmngst Hliaw Iw*, »i* to sfwak, a|i|iUed the Ihwnie- 
NietiifliMir'BliMVtan jddhMopliy «• a iinit of measure, ami 
found it to apfdy at many |Mii«t#. Biefifriwl i* a ” totally un- 
moral ptriofii m iMirn Aiiarrldat, the ideal of Bakoimin, mi. 
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antiriputinn of thr* ‘ cm*rnmn * of Nn‘tz«4r!ir” a (ftTmaruxc’d 
Dick Dudgeon or a Tetdortir Pmiudheu^. Whsm vi*r the p}u». 
loKoph)? of the “ Hing'* tlivergei* from thr Shavinn ptiilonjjpiiy, 
Wagner was ** wandering in Id?* inirnid’ WlH in-vrr hi^ tiwn 
expiarmtions do not agree with the «l/r fUe of Sliaw, thrv only 
prove, as was onre chuintHi hj Hliaw in fh?* of Ihw-n, that 
Wagner was far less intelleetually eonseiimn of Jh»i purpoMe 
than Hhaw. As an exposition of the Sloivinn phihistjphy, (he 
book h worthy of nrdej as an exptsstlioit of the Wngiiorinn 
philoiophy* it i» unronvineing. 'fhe hook i- r\rre«li!{gly in- 
genious and in places, brilliant ; hut it i» the wt»rk <tf an ideo- 
logue and an a-priori»t. 

One final word in regard In Hhaw'a a.s a rhampiori 

of Wagner. V¥ldle it is of little it«|«»rt«nrt* now, »lill Wagner 
and anti-Wagner wnn the great riudroversy of that tiiiie in 
music until nnti-Whignerism finally t«‘ra«ir riiliruhni» in the 
face of Wagner*» overwhelming |M»|itilarily. In the »an!r way, 
Ibsen an<l anti-Ilwen w’a* tfte great e«ntr«%'rr»y in drama in 
London after 1HH9. In both instanew, the whirligig of time 
has brought round its revengt^a. For »«me year*, even tadore 
his death, Ibsen stood unrhnlleitged m the preinirr dramatist 
of the age. And now’ that Wn,gner*» twHir i» won and over- 
won, Hhaw Ims the profound gratiflration of »eriitg “the pro- 
feKHors, to avert tlie ridirtile of their ptiptL, r«in|a*l!e<l to 
explain ((piite truly) thal Wfignrr*a trrlmiral pnirediirr in 
musie i« nhijost pedant indly li»girwl and graiiiinatiral i that 
the Lohtngrm prtdude L n iimsterpirre of the * foriti ’ profa'r to 
iki aim; and that hi» <li»regaril of * false rrlation*/ and hi* free 
use of the most extreme di^rord* wilhmit * |»rr|i»rati«it,* were 
straight and sensible in»tam‘ra of iimt tiattiMi tirtr|o|iinr«t of 
harmony which lm« pron-eded eoiilimmlly from llir liiiir when 
common six-fmir chords were r»m«idrrrtl * wrong,* amt such 
free use of unprepared dninimiitt sevnith* «nil niiimr wifillw m 
had beeoroe common in ?kli«nrl*8 tiiiir woiilrl Iwtr m^rnml the 
maddeit meophemy.” And in « letter to nir, .\fr. Hlww taid 
(July Ifilh, 1905) ; **■ I wm tut the right in Iwth iiptanres: 
that i» all. According to the Ihillf C*^ro«irlr, Wagprr «nrl 
Ibsen were offeiwive imp€ii>t«r». A* « iiwticr of fact, lh«j 
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were the greatest living inaHtern in their reKpeetive arts; and 
I knew that (piite well. 'Pin' erilicH of the nineteenth century 
had two flr.nt rate rlmneeH It).sen aiul Wagner. For the most 
part they iniKs^ect lioth. Seetnul hest they could recognize; but 
best was heymul them.” * 

Mr. Shaw’s most recent ijunirsion into the fiehl of music 
criticinju was occaHitmetl by a criliciKiu of Uiclmrd Strauss^ 
Kkktni, at the time of its flrht pnaluetion in England in 
March, E)10» from the pen of the well known erilie of music, 
Mr. Ernest N’ewmnn. I'he vigonaw controversy between Mr. 
Shaw and Mr, Newman that ensued was, of eourse, (juite in’- 
coneluaive, so fur as ereeting any almohite htandards by which 
Strausa’ greatness m* a dramatic emuposer might be judged. 
But it evoked from IVIr. Shaw itn outburst of enlhusiasm un- 
paralleled in bis career as a crtlic of music: 

** WImt Hofmannsthal ami Strauss have done ii to take 
(’lyteinneiitra anil Aegisihrna, anti Isy Identifying them 
with everything that m evil and emel, with nil that needs 
nuwt hate the highest wlien it sees it, with hideous dumb 
rial ion and eiii*rrit»n of the higher by the baser, with the 
murtleroust mgr in which the lust for a lifetime of orgi- 
aatie pleasure turns <m its slaves in the torture of its 
diiappointmenl and the sleeples* horror awl misery of its 
n«mrtt»tlH'iiitt, to an rmwe in n* m\ overwhelming flood of 
wrath against it ami ruthless resolution to deatroy it, that 
Fdektra’a vengeance hecoiiirs holy to tw ; and we come to 
umirrstiind how even the g«*iitlrst of »« eimhl wield the 
ftxr of Hrr»te« or twist otir flriti fingi‘r» in the black hair 
of ■Clytemni'itra to drag hack her lieatl and leave her 
throiit «|H*n to the stroke. 

** Utat was tt tusk hardly pmMhIe to an ancient (*reek. 

* I* Htww, ttw aall'«w»Mnir, retoWrat In Wagner, ttw 

Iwtd and frtmt of K»r»»|w»n tlw tiutlvnhtwUd, rreoa 

aSurfl that Wagtirr mm m gtr»i rirsllve force in «fl; lU»t wbu isuttletent 
caaw tor his rtwnt^>h»tt*hJ|». tt way ta* tnierrsllng In riitinectlun to 
Mwalt Juttas Pah’s orote of liiaw's W'a^rbwj H^rmrd Hham 

(B, Ftochw, tfrrUii), pp. ttu-fttk 
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. , . And tlittt tf» th»' tuj»k whifh liofnirtiiJiHthnl }m« nrhirvt'd. 
Hot I’Vcn ill till* third urmr uf IhLn Uhtinijnltl, tir in tlu* 
KlingJ«or hrriirs in Parnfftii, k thrrr mUi’Ii an iitujosphrri* 
of inidig'nniji nnd ninri'rons rvil Hr ^vi lirrt*. And tlmt 
thr powrr with wldfli it }»» tionr in no! tlir |mwt'r of thf 
t*vil itsrif, hut of tiu* |m»f»ioii that d«-lt«%t«% and iiuwt itiui 
firmllj run ilrittroy th«t rtih i-** wlust niakrn thr Work 
grrnt* nml iiwkrM u« rrjoirr in its horror. . , . 

** 'rind thr powor of ronrrivinn: it .%hoidd orrur in the 
same individiml iih tin* ti-rhuieid wkill itnd mdurni fiundtj 
newird to nrhieve its i*i»in|drlr and ovrrwln-hiiini^ rx|»rr«~ 
pion in nui«ir» ih a wtrokr of tin* rnrrni i.jimd fortune tlmt 
ran lM*fall a grwndioii of turn. I hnvr oflrn «n,id^ when 
A«kifd to state the rsiM* ligninstt tlir ftiols and tiitiney- 
rlmngffs who are trying to drivr «• into « war with CtiT- 
inanj, thiit the <•«*«,* roimists of thr singlr worth tirrtliiivrri. 
I'o'chiyi I sliciuht any with r4|uitl mnfhirni'r* HtrauM. 
That wr nhouhl niiike war on Htraiis* «itd thr Itmiir war- 
fare find {tspiratiofi thid hr rr|»rriirnt» i» lrr»M»n to hu* 
nmnity. In tltt»» niusir-dnuim Slr«u»a hit« tloiir for u« 
ju«t wluil hr has ihmr for liiii own romdryiurtt ; hr ha# 
Haul for u«, with iin iitirriy afdi«fying forrr, whtil all the 
nohlrsl power* ttf lift* within m nrr rhuimnring to Imvi* 
wnid, in protrst agRinsl and drflnnrr of thr «fnniprr«eiit 
villniniet* of our eivili^atioii i tiiid tfim i* the highest 
nehieveinent of thr highrit art.** * 

So often w«s Simw’ tiiorkni hy «rr|diri%t« ronrerfiing hii 
talent anti hy iniprrvicni»nr»s to lii# nttMol, that hr wniirlimes 
ftOtimlly Went to the length of tagging oiir of lit* Irish tiull« 
with the eicplanatory parf*«thr«is (*♦ 1 «* an Irishman’*). 

If tht larger puhlie ever gains a jtwt uiidrr*tanihng of Hlmw^ 
It will l>e bee«y»e they have found this rent ml amt dir«*i*ling 
clttt: hi iiMjaki m an Iriuhnian. The right to say in j«t what 
It ffltttaat in tantie#! m a right tlit mwmg^ E«gli»ti»i«n tienbi* 
he with Vidor lingo that ** every man ha* « right to be 

*f%.« * BkMm* of 0tmmg and ffafwmmsikmL A fcllrr to tl» «4itor #f 

tlMs ifattea (Lwdon), Mareh Wtk, iilO. 
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a fool, but he should not abuse that right.” M. Faguet ha.s 
recently said of Sainte Beuve that he was guided by one of the 
finest professional consciences the world of literature has ever 
known. Early in his career, Shaw succeeded in imparting to 
his readers the conviction that his glaring deficiency was the 
total lack of a professional conscience. Shaw was preoccu- 
pied with the exposition of the eternal comedy. He is that 
hitherto unknown phenomenon in the history of musical criti- 
cism — a musical critic who charged his critical weapon with 
genuine comic force. The conviction has probably come to 
every musical critic in some moment of self-distrust that his 
effort to catch and imprison in written words the elusive spirit 
of music is, after all, only a more or less humorous subterfuge. 
In this respect Shaw differs from every other musical critic who 
ever lived: instead of feeling his criticism to be merely a hu- 
morous subterfuge, he actually believed it to be a comically 
veracious impression of reality. 

No view of Shaw’s unique attitude as a critic has yet been 
obtained that is not one-sided, false, or — ^what is far worse — 
misleading. The absurdly simple truth is that Shaw always 
aimed at saying, in the most forcible and witty way possible, 
exactly what he thought and felt, however absurd, unnatural, 
or comic these criticisms might sound to the “ poor, silly, sim- 
ple public.” To the feelings of other musical critics, to the 
prejudices of the dry academic schools, or even to the con- 
sensus of opinion, crystallized through the lapse of years, he 
paid no heed whatsoever. He did not feel himself bound by 
the traditions of any journal, by any obligations, fancied or 
real, to operatic managers, or by the predilections of his 
audience. In fact, to put it in a homely way, he was “ his own 
man,” feeling free to express his opinions exactly as he chose. 
And it is perhaps no exaggeration to say that, since 1885, the 
whole spirit of English criticism, personified in Walkley, 
Archer and Shaw — an Englishman of French descent, a 
Scotchman, and an Irishman — ^has been a spirit of forthright- 
ness, outspoken frankness and unblushing sincerity. 

In the matter of individual style, Shaw occupies an abso- 
lutely unique position in English literature. He occupied a 
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inori' iinusunl trrniin ihuii hud i-ver bei'n tu’rupitHl ludort*, C'on- 
{’I'ruing tlu' Hubjcclh in uhit*h lu* rlnlnu'il {« ht* thorou^^hly 

verKC'd, lu* gailj aiin«»u»rf<l liiiiisflf hn nn uuHiuriSv. With uii 
air of grandiose rondeseensttm, he om’e ctmfeHht-d that he might 
lu* mistaken: *M''jVen I am not infallihlt* that Ih, mit nlwiiys.’* 
He really meant that he was. la-t it he remembered, that I 
am a «uperior pemm,'* he eharaeteristirnily says, “ and that 
what seemed incoherent ajui wearisome finding to me may have 
seemed an exhilarating pastime t{» idhers. ^ty heart kmnvs 
only its own bitterness; ami I tlo imt de?»iiv ti» intermeddle 
with tla* joys of those among whom I am a stranger. I assert 
my intellectual superiority- that is nil." He man fver «ub» 
Hmely oonscious of his own supreme dialect ienl niui eritieal 
ikill. Some day I must write a supplement t«j Hehumarm’s 
‘Advice to Young ^luslctansd The title will he ‘ Atlviee to 
Old Alusicians*; and the first precept will run, * Htudt he in 
a hurry to contradict C». B. S,, a* he never commits himself on 
a musical subject until he knows at least six times us much 
about it as you da.*” If he liatl Ikhui matelird in argument 
with the greatest living critic of the arts and he was fre- 
(juently matched against the greatest hingliith crities he would 
doubtless have saiti to bim» in the hingtmgt* of the apoehrjplml 
aneedote: ” All the wurlchs mad save tlua* and me* John, And 
HometimcH I tiiink thee’a a little mad too.” 

B(‘hind all this '* inftrmtl blug-u^ ” lurks the real critic, 
wlmse chief conviction is that ” Bach in B minor ” is not fit 
Kuhjeet for enjoyment or critidsm. ” I wwidd not la* misun- 
derstood,” j\Ir. Shaw reiimrketl to me one liny, ** in regard to 
my position about analysw and ‘armlytir rritiriimi.* The 
analytic crilicism I mercilcMsIy condemn i» the sort of rriticiiin 
of Hamlet’s holilmpiy that read*; * It m highly •igniflcarit, in 
the first place, that Hamlet begin* !u» iioiik«|yy with the in- 
finitive of Ihi* verb ” 'To he,” etc,, etc.* Far from miniinixtng 
the function of analysis sanely and appropriately employed 
in crlticiMni, I attribute my superiority a* a eritir to my »upe- 
riority in the faculty of analysis,** The intvilalile reaction 
from “ absolute imi«ic ** was the driinmtic espriwtiort of iftdi“ 
viduality, e.g,^ Wagner. The inevitable reaclioii from ” ana- 
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lytic criticism ” is the critical expression of individuality, e.g,, 
Shaw. He never hunted out false relations, consecutive fifths 
and sevenths, the first subject, the second subject, the working 
out, and all the rest of “ the childishness that could be taught 
to a poodle.” His supreme effort was to get away from a 
discussion of the technology of music to the nuances of the 
music itself, the source of its inspiration, the spirit of its 
genius. If Shaw should find Wagner an offensive charlatan 
and his themes cacophonous strings of notes, he would frankly 
say so, without making any effort to prow him so by laying 
down the first principles of character and composition, and 
showing that his conduct and his works are incompatible with 
these principles. The expert, in Shaw’s view, should merely 
give you his personal opinion for what it is worth. Shaw 
protested against the whole academic system in England, and 
declared himself its open enemy. “ This unhappy country 
would be as prolific of musical as of literary composers were 
it not for our schools of music, where they seize the young 
musician, turn his attention forcibly away from the artistic 
element in his art, and make him morbidly conscious of its 
mechanical conditions, especially the obsolete ones, until he 
at last becomes, not a composer, but an adept in a horribly 
dull sort of chess played with lines and dots, each player hav- 
ing different notions of what the right rules are, and playing 
his game so as to flourish his view under the noses of those 
who differ from him. Then he offers his insufferable gambits 
to the public as music, and is outraged because I criticize it as 
music and not as chess.” 

Shaw made the most persistent effort to encourage 
the employment of the vernacular in music, as well as 
in criticism of music. An arrant commonplace, made out 
of the most hackneyed commonplace in modem music, 
pleased him more than all the Tenterden Street special- 
ties. “ I cry ‘ Professor ’ whenever I find a forced avoid- 
ance of the vernacular in music under the impression that it 
is vulgar. . . . Your men who really can write, your Dickenses, 
Ruskins and Carlyles, and their like, are vernacular above all 
things : they cling to the locutions which everyday use has made 
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a part of <»ur rcnumon Hfo. TIh' profrsHorh luny n«k inr 
whrtluT 1 Hfriounlv invitt* to uuik<* lltrir imiHio tjul of tiu' 

c'omiinonplat’CH of llu* conur mnifr writer? I roplv, miahiiHlH-tl, 
that I do.'' 

With thf (ItH’prst forvour, hr rontimunl to prrnrJi thr d(u’- 
trine of aponlaneily and nnturalori^f*. “ Why In-Hit ntr to per- 
pc'trtttr the final outrage of letting loo^^ your iaeliviehuilit y, 
and Baying juit what you think in your own way hh ngreeidily 
and frankly hh yon enn?" Hin own nisn wn** t«j rrarli that 
truly terrible fellow, the average inan '* the plain innn who 
wants a plain answer." If he ran only awake the attention 
of the man in the «treet ami, by expressing biiUHelf frankly in 
everyday language, the (ptotltlhin eonunerre of thought, orra- 
aionally even in the vernartilar of the street, make rh-ar to that 
man the appeal that nnisie makes to a rritie arutely »rn?»itive 
to the subtler imf)liention» of its lilglir**! foniis, Sliaw is per- 
fectly Hatished with himuelf and hi» |H‘rformnner. Arrordingly, 
he aimed, primarily, to make an esnrt rercird «f the sensations 
induced by a certain piece of miwir, or a certain perftirmer, 
Dan Juan or I)e Hea7.ke, ladty Lind {»r Thr PitahM of Pm- 
He made no effort whatsiwvrr to rmilrol the current 
of Ida hununtr. He allowwl it to plity a* lightly about Patti, 
HH uproariouHly about Paderewski, as derisively nlnnit Vieux- 
lemj)H an his inclinati<m directed. The most solemii »ynipliony 
cxeitefl his risihility to the explowon point, anrl the lalr»t »Miwii 
HUggesteil Heawidi* promenade* instead of the life of the world 
to comt*. 

BIuw'h etforts to free mtiBtcid criticimti from the Idighting 
effeetB of academicism, hi» iwivoracy of thr free rxprr»Mt«n of 
individuality, and hi* insistence upon the relum tti natyrr, both 
in rniwie ami in critieiHin, liroisght itpon him thr scorn and 
contempt that In always the mce<l of the woiildda^ reformer. 
The B'rench public looked up to Franri«|«f Sarrry with « *ort 
of filial veneration, and affect innately thihlMnl him uncle.** 
The Kngllih public sneered at Slutw’s tirdliiint fittarku upon 
their favourites and their idols, and looketl down U|K3n him, 
not as a reasonable htimaii lanng, hut, tt» HImw exprrswl it, as 
a mere Aunt Bally. Not only did the critic* anti the |iubllc 
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LUgh at his revolutionary zeal, but they regarded him as an 
nausing incompetent, availing himself of his abundant gift 
f humour to supply the deficiency of any knowledge of music 
r of the possession of the faintest critical sense. Analytic 
[•iticism was revered, while the individual and impressionistic 
;yle of Shaw was immoderately enjoyed as the tricky device 
P a colossal humbug. Shaw fought against misrepresentation 
id prejudice with unabated vigour, continually confounding 
Is critics with some unanswerable argument that logically re- 
iced their attacks to nothingness. By apt examples, he often 
ivealed the absurdities of analytic criticism in literature, once 
)nf routing his critics with the startling query: “I want to 
low whether it is just that a literary critic should be for- 
dden to make his living in this way on pain of being inter- 
ewed by two doctors and a magistrate, and haled off to 
edlam forthwith ; whilst the more a musical critic does it, the 
ieper the veneration he inspires. By systematically neglect- 
g it I have lost caste as a critic even in the eyes of those who 
lil my abstinence with the greatest relief; and I should be 
mpted to eke out these columns in the Mesopotamian manner 

I were not the slave of a commercial necessity and a vulgar 
nbition to have my articles read, this being the main reason 
hy I write them, and the secret of the constant ‘ straining 
•ter effect ’ observable in my style.” 

Perhaps the most enlightening evidence as to Shaw’s posi- 
on as a critic of music is contained in his recital of an amus- 
g incident. One day, it seems, a certain young man, whose 
iriosity overswayed his natural modesty, approached Shaw on 
.e subject of the G. B. S. column in the World. “ At last he 
Line to his point with a rush by desperately risking the ques- 
on : ‘ Excuse me, Mr. G. B. S., but do you know anything 
lout music? The fact is, I am not capable of forming an 
linion myself ; but Dr. Blank says you don’t, and — er — Dr. 
lank is such a great authority that one hardly knows what 
1 think.’ Now this question put me into a difficulty, because 
had already learnt by experience that the reason my writings 
1 music and musicians are so highly appreciated is that they 
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art' bjy nianv of mv inhiiiriTs t«) bt* a hu|^i* 

joke» the point of whieb Vh-h in the fnet tinit I nin totally 
ignorant of nniHie» anel that toy elmraetfr of eritlt* in an fx- 
(juinitely ingeniuuH piece of acting* nmlertnkcn tti gratify my 
love of luyKtiflcation and parittlox. From tbi?* point of view 
every one of my articIcK tipimtira m a fine stroke tif cometiy, 
occaHionally . broadening into a harlequinade* in \vhicb I am 
the clown* and Dr. Blank the poHreinan. At tiral I tliil nut 
rcaliy.e thin, and could not understniid the air <}f utter dihib 
luaion and loan of intcrcHt in me that would ctnne «»\rr people 
in wlmse houKeH 1 ineautioURly lad rayed some scrap *jf amn- 
teurlKh enlightenment. Bnt the niuve extdamat itni, *{)h! you | 
do know' Momething about it* then!* at last becfimr familiar j 
to me; and I now take piirtimibir cure not to r\pow tny knowF j 

edge. When peofile hand me n #lie«d of }ii«tismir«tiil nnisic, and 1 

ask my opinion of it, I carefully Inild it up»i«le down, and 
pretend to Htudy it in that position wdtb the i-ye of an exja'rl. 

'They invite me to try their new grnntl piano. I at tempt to f*|M‘n I 

it. at the wrong end; and when the young lady of the hottse | 

inforniK me that she is practising the Vrllo, I stinticrntly auk 
her whether the nmullipieee did not cut her lip» dirailfnlly nt | 

first, 7'hiH line of ctmthict give# rnormmis wilisfaction* in [ 

which I share to a rather greater extent Ilian in griierally j' 

htijiposed. But, after all, the pi*ople whom I lake in thus are ‘ 

only amateurs, 'i'o place my iiiipostor^ldp l«'y*»«d qtirstion, I f 

retjuire to he certified nn such by autlioritie* like imr Bachelor* I 

and Doctors of Music genllemen who can write a ‘ Xurn | 

DimittiM * in five real parts* iiihI know the diffrmirr I^etwcrn | 

a tonal fugue and a n'al one* and ran tell y«»u how old A^Iontt- • 

Verde wa* on bis tbirtieth birtlulny* ««1 Iwvr views an to the j 

true root of the discord of the weveritli on the ,»u|a*rt«ftir, and i 

devoutly believe that camtm fa r*l. Iltil I have \ 

only to prtwnt mynelf to tliein in tlie cbararlrr of a iiiaii who } 

hai been through these dreary games witlwnil ever diacovrririf ’ 

the rmnotmi vital coririectlon Indwren tlieni and the art of 
music— a itttti* Ilf mind mt inconreivslile liy tfiiutr— to iiiiike 
them exclaim; 
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“ * Preposterous ass ! that never read so far 
To know the cause why music was ordained,’ 

and give me the desired testimonials at once. And so I manage 
to scrape along without falling under suspicion of being an 
honest man. 

“ However, since mystification is not likely to advance us in 
the long run, may I suggest that there must be something 
wrong in the professional tests which have been successfully 
applied to Handel, to Mozart, to Beethoven, to Wagner, and 
last, though not least, to me, with the result in every case of 
our condemnation as ignoramuses and charlatans. Why is it 
that when Dr. Blank writes about music, nobody but a pro- 
fessional musician can understand him; whereas the man-in- 
the-street, if fond of art and capable of music, can understand 
the writings of Mendelssohn, Wagner, Liszt, Berlioz, or any 
of the composers ? Why, again, is it that my colleague, W. A., 
for instance, in criticizing Mr. Henry Arthur Jones’ play the 
other day, did not parse all the leading sentences in it? I will 
not be so merciless as to answer these questions now, though 
I know the solution, and am capable of giving it if provoked 
beyond endurance. Let it suffice for the moment that writing 
is a very difficult art, criticism a very difficult process, and 
music not easily to be distinguished, without special critical 
training, from the scientific, technical and professional condi- 
tions of its performance, composition and teaching. And if the 
critic is to please the congregation, who wants to read only 
about the music, it is plain that he must appear quite beside 
the point to the organ-blower, who wants to read about his 
bellows, which he can prove to be the true source of all the 
harmony.’* * 

* Music, in the World, February 18th, 1893. 
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Mac 

Beth. 

0th 

Elio. 

Comedy of Er 

Rors. 

Merchant of Ve 

Nice. 

Coriol 

Anus. 

Midsummer Night’s D 

Ream. 

Merry Wives of Win 

Dsor. 

Measure for Mea 

Sure. 

Much Ado about Not 

King. 

Antony and Cleop 

Atra. 

All’s Well that Ends 

Well.* 


*The conclusive cryptographic proof that Bernard Shaw wrote the 
plays usually attributed to Shakespeare — discovered by Mr. S. T. James, 
of Leeds. 


(JKOIUiK BKUNAHI) SHAW 

hut lie riglitly jiulgi'd that ti dnunaitf critic Icnmn rk much 
from having been a dramatic author an ShukcHpearc or !*inero 
from having been actora. It wuh bin chief dintinction to liavc 
touchc<l life at many pointi; unlike tnany contemporary dra- 
matic criticH, he had not Kpecinli/.ed to «uch an extent aw to 
lone his character as man and citi/en, and become a nuTe play- 
iBfo«‘r. My real aim,*^ he aaserteti in reference t«j hin work on 


especially of the dramatic crJtit\ whose hahit at present is to 
bring a large experienec* of stage life to bear on a scanty 
experience of real life, although it is certain that all really 
fruitful criticism of the drama nm«t bring a wiile ami prac- 
tical knowledge of real life to bear on the stage,** 

Jowett*8 dmrncterixation of Disraeli a* a curious combina- 
t 


the sacred traditi(jn of anonymity, inviolate till then in the 
conservative columns of ilw Suturda^i/ Km4t^. With the innate 
instinct of the journalist, he devotwl hiriiself to mluhnw self- 
advert iKcment, creating a traditionary character unrivallcil in 
conceit, in clcverncHs, and in iconoclastic effrontery. Charged 
with being c(»nccited, he replied: ** N«» I am not fciilly a con- 
ceited man: if you had been thr<nigh all that I have been 
through, and «hme all the things I have done, you would Im 
ten times as conceited. ItV only a pose, to prevent the Eng- 
lish people frenn seeing that I am serious. If they ditl, they 
wouhl make me drink tin* hemlock,** Do not make the mistake 
of concluding, frotn this confcision, that Hlntw was merely a 
ghastly little celebrity posing in a vacuum. If ** New lamp* 
for old ** is the cry of this ultrii'inmlem fakir, ilememlwr 
Aladdin ** is the warning of the iu*piciou« populttce. Hlmw*i 
chief claim for couhiderat ion i* not merely that he Imi »|a‘nt 
hii life in crying down the futility and u*cl«»ttr«« of the old 
lamps, but that with efpial eame^tnens he lia*i #tdvrrtisi-*«l the 
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Shaw’s incorrigible, practice of “blaming the Bard,” pub- 
licly inaugurated in the Saturday Re-mem, is no mere antic in 
which he indulges for the fun of the thing, but as inevitable 
an outcome of his philosophy as is his championship, of Ibsen. 
His inability to see a masterpiece in every play of Shake- 
speare’s arises largely from the fact that he knows his 
Shakespeare as he knows his Bunyan, his Dickens, his Ibsen. 
It is flying in the face of fact to aver that a man who knew 
his Shakespeare from cover to cover by the time, he was twenty 
does not like or admire Shakespeare. “ I am fond,” says 
Shaw, “unaffectedly fond, of Shakespeare’s plays.” He looks 
back upon those delightful evenings at the New Shakespeare 
Society, under F. J. Furnival, with the most unfeigned pleas- 
ure. A careful perusal of his score or more articles on Shake- 
speare in the Saturday Review shows that he has not only 
studied Shakespeare consistently, and periodically interpreted 
him from a definite point of view, but that he always fought 
persistently for the performance of his plays in their integ- 
rity. And although he has by no means taken advantage of 
all his opportunities, yet he has managed to see between 
twenty and thirty of Shakespeare’s plays performed on the 
stage. 

When Shaw first read Mr. Henry Arthur Jones’s words: 
“ Surely the crowning glory of our nation is our Shakespeare ; 
and remember he was one of a great school,” he almost burst, 
as he put it, with the intensity of his repudiation of the second 
clause in that utterance. Against the first clause he had noth- 
ing to say; but the Elizabethans Shaw has always regarded 
chiefly as “ shallow literary persons, drunk with words, and 
seeking in crude stories of lust and crime an excuse for that 
wildest of all excitements, the excitement of imaginative self- 
expression by words.” Mr. Shaw once defined an Elizabethan 
as “ a man with an extraordinary and imposing power of say- 
ing things, and with nothing whatever to say.” Indeed, it was 
not to be expected that the arch-foe of Romance, in modern art 
and modern life, would be edified with the imaginative and 
romantic violence of the Elizabethans. Nothing less than a 
close and, so to speak, biologic study of humanity in the nude 
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can xati^fv one "ho avern that Honmnee in th«' root of modern 
pcHHinuhin arul the Imm* of nu»dern nelf respeet. 

To call the HlbalKdlmrifi iniaginntivi' ninotmtetl with Shaw 
to the game thing m wiying tiuit, nrtiHlically> they l»ul de« 
liritim tremens. The true Eli/.nt>ethnn lie fonmt to he a 
“ blank-verge Imant, itching to frighten other people with the 
Hupergutioiw terrorn and cruelties in which he tloes not hiuiMelf 
believe^ and wallowing in blood, violence, nutHetdarity of ex;^ 
presuion and strenuoug animal paggimi «h only literary men do 
when they heeome thoroughly depraved by stditnry work, 
iedentary cowardiee, ami wtnrvation fif the sympathetic een- 
tras.” He passea them in review, railing tlirm a crew of fie- 
humanissed gperialbta tn blank verse! Webster, ii I'usfinttd 
laureate; Chapman, witli hi« sublime bahlenlasb: Mnrhme, the 
pothcmie brawler, with hi» elmn»y liorse-play, his butcherly 
rant, and the re«ourceleii» tum-tum of his ** mighty line.'* Even 
in thii dust-heap, Shaw managed to find mmw merit and va- 
riety. Wa« not Greene really aimwing, !Mar^>ton ipirited and 
** iilly-dever,” Cyril Tourneur able to string togrthrr litiei of 
which any couple pickwl out and ipiotwl wparalrly might pass 
as a fragment of a rc*al organic poem? 'fliough ii bnilish 
pedant, Jonsnn was not beartlcHw; JVfnrlowr often rbaj^al hk 
blank-verse with genuine colour and romance ; while Ileaumont 
and l'’Ictcher, although posiiWfiing no depth, no rtmvirtion, no 
ridigiouH or philostiphie hiwis, were none the li*»s dainty ro- 
mantic poets, and really huiiiormw chMrartrr-»krtrhfW in 
ShakcHpenre’s popular style. “ Hnfortiintttrly. Shakespeare 
dropped into the middle of these ruffianly |»rdant« (the Klba- 
bctlmns) ; and since there was no other shop than theirs to 


Klmahethnn too. 

“ In such a school of falsehood, hliKwiy-iiiinde<tnr«, horn- 
hast, and inhdlectiml elmapnew, hk natural «tfif$d«wl wiw in* 
evitahly dragged thiwn, a« we know to ciwr cost ; but llte ilegrtt 
to which he dragged their Rtandard up ha» llirrti from 

oblivion,** Imteed, Hlmkespearc, enthu»«i by lik inlwil in thi 
art of acting and by hi* desire to ** eduralt* tl« public,** tried 
to make that public accrept genuini? iltidies of life wad cburacter 
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in, for instance, Measure for Measure and AWs Well that Ends 
Well. But the public would have none of them (traditionary 
evidence, be it noted), “preferring a fantastic sugar doll like 
Rosalind to such serious and dignified studies of women as 
Isabella and Helena.” 

Shakespeare had discovered that “ the only thing that paid 
in the theatre was romantic nonsense, and that when he was 
forced by this to produce one of the most effective samples of 
romantic nonsense in existence — a feat which he performed 
easily and well — ^lie publicly disclaimed any responsibility for 
its pleasant and cheap falsehood by borrowing the story and 
throwing it in the face of the public with the phrase * As You 
Like It* ” Despite Mr. Chesterton’s assertion that Shaw has 
read an ironic snub into the title, and that after all it was only 
a sort of hilarious bosh, Shaw still maintains, as he did fifteen 
years ago, that when Shakespeare used that phrase he meant 
exactly what he said, and that the phrase; “ What You Will,” 
which he applied to Twelfth Night, meaning “ Call it what you 
please,” is not, in Shakespearean or any other English, the 
equivalent of the perfectly unambiguous and penetratingly sim- 
ple phrase: “ As You Like It.” 

Shakespeare’s popularity, Shaw would have us believe, was 
due to a deliberate pandering to the public taste for “ romantic 
nonsense.” Shaw holds that Shakespeare’s supreme power lies 
in his “ enormous command of word-music, which gives fascina- 
tion to his most blackguardly repartees and sublimity to his 
hollowest platitudes, besides raising to the highest force all 
his gifts as an observer, an imitator of personal mannerisms 
and characteristics, a humorist and a story-teller.” No mat- 
ter how poor, coarse, cheap and obvious may be the thought 
in Much Ado about Nothing, for example, the mood is charm- 
ing and the music of the words expresses the mood, transporting 
you into another, an enchanted world. 

“ When a flower-girl tells a coster to hold his jaw, for 
nobody is listening to him, and he retorts : ‘ Oh, you’re there, 
are you, you beauty ? ’ they reproduce the wit of Beatrice and 
Benedick exactly. But put it this way : ‘ I wonder that you 
will still be talking. Signor Benedick: nobody marks you.’ 
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timenlallty uiul tli«* iiUH-himii’nl lilt of blaitk'VrrHt’.'*’ All the 
truly luToir wliirli vmuv «« imlumlly to Ihinjan i« ummu^ in 
Shaki'Hpi'ttrt'. In the worck of Whituitiii, Shnw re^anln Slmke- 
speare m “the wthelie-heroic among poetf, hu’ktng both in 
the democratie ninl apirituaU^ but riev«*r m the herche heroic, 
which JH the greatest development of the spirit.*" In Hlmw’s 
eyes, Shakespeare^s “test of the worth tsf life is the vulgar 
hedonic test, arnl since life cannot he justifliHl by this or any 
other external test, SlmkcMpeare rtnnes out of Iuh reflective 
period a. vulgar pessimint, oppressed with a logical tiemonatra- 
tion that life i« not wortli living, and only surpassing Thack- 
eray in respecl of being fertile enough, inateatl <}f rejnmting 
* Vanitai vanitatum'' at second-hand, to worti the futile doc- 
trine differently and better. , . . Tliti does imt mean that 
Shakwpeare lacked the enonnoUi fund of joytiusneM which is 
the iccret of genius* but iimply that, like moat itiiddle-cloM 
EngliKlnnen bred in private houici, he wa« a very incomjHdent 
thinker, and took it for granted that all inf|uiry into life bigan 
and ended with the question: * ika?* it pay?* . . . Having 
worketl out hli balance-sheet and gravely conrliidetl that lift*s 
but a poor player, etc., and thereby deeply impreMtal a pub- 
lic wliicli, after a thie consumption of b«»r and ipirita, i« ready 
to believe that everything mniidlin w tragic, and everything 
HenaeleHs Huhlime, ShakesiH'are fount! hinwlf laughing and writ- 
iiig plays nml getting drunk at the ‘ Mermaid* inycb m usual, 
with Ben donson finding it necessary to reprove him for a too 
extravagant sense of Iniminir.** Like Kmeit Cln»by, Shaw 
regards Shakespeare m the fund of court*, of lord* and ladies. 
Hw fundamental a«ent i» acconlwl to Tcibtoy in liii declara- 
tion that Slmkeapeare*» quiiiteasential defirirncy wa* hb failurt 
to face, fairly am! »quarely, the elcrnal questian of life: 
“‘.What are we alive for?*** 

it li a ta«k of the tfien*»t sttpercrcigalion to go into the de- 
tails of 81 mw*« admiratfon of Shake«|M’are** pky«, to quote his 
praise of Twelfth Night and A MhdMunmffr Nlghtt Brmm as 

* Conetmlnp: Shaw’s attUailp Iwird* Swik^pMum, e«tpart tb« 

LHter from Mr, (3, Bm'm.rd Ukarn «p|»«dWI to m Skitkmmm, 

FuijJk and Co« IftM. 




Tin-: niiAMATrc! riimc 

H ^.fowri j<*vv('l« of (kainntic poetry of lUmuH) ami Juliet with 
its “ lint’H that tighten the heart or cnteli you up into the 
heightH^’; <jf Richard ///., hh the lu'Ht of nil the “ Punch and 
Judy ” phiyjM, in which tlu* Iuto deliglitn man lny provoking 
(fod, and «licn unrepentiuit nml game to tlu* lant; of Julim 
(V^ar. in which the '* driyimtint’K art can he carried no higher 
on the plane chosen'*; of Othello^ which “ remaiuH magnificent 
by the viduinc of its pasHiejn and tljc splendour of its w'ord- 
niumc**; of the ** great achtevement ” of Hamlet; and of Mac- 
beth, than which ** no greater tragedy will ever he written.” 
Not only i« Hhaw imalFertedly fond of BhakesjHuire : he pities 
the nmn who cannot enjoy him: 


(provided someone eke tend it to him first) ; hk enormous 


The literary iide of the of Ibsen in England, as 

Shaw ronceivril it, was the rescue of that unhappy country 
from iti crnturirM of slavery to Hlmkeijmttre, I'he morn! side 
of Itwenk mission wai the hrrakitig of the shackles of .slavery 
to conwntional ideitk of virtue. Ami Shawk iconoclastic cry 
in the Raiurdag Himm wa* •* Down with Hhakespeare. (»reat 

* Bhmhf tks Bmrd, m ttw laWS. 




